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AH that you hare to Ctmr from me U Uie rexation 
orcIifsp[H}intii>^ mc. So muri iom to fruittrAtc cxpec* 
talintii m^jiHt fmv^betrii lonrf^l in M^ fnvnur ; ftlid th«! 
pleastinr whii-h I |iit>mi^ myself fhim your journals and 
mnarlu » ho f^-My ttutl perhsp* no decree of ttctcntion 
or discernment niU bi- «ufEdcnt to nfTord iU 

'■ Come hoinc, however, and take your chance. ! lon^ 
to »r>c you, and to hcnr you ; iind Lo|ic that wf ^haU not 
be 00 long Aeiaratcd again, Contr home, aiid i-xpcct 
Audi wt-lcntiir A^ in ilui' tcj him, whom a wise ftnd noble 
cmnu-iity lijix Wf wtu'iv pf rTmjn nit untivif of this ctniu* 
try wvr »-iis belbrc, 

" I have no newK to i^l you that can dewrve your 
notice; nor woiiIJ i villinE^ly lcs??cn the ploo^uix^ that 
any novelty niay ;nve you at your returup 1 am afraid 
wc ^oll find it d:!BcuU to keep amen;; ua a mind which 
has been ao loof: feasted with variety. Hut Jet us try 
what Cdtccni and kiadnc&s cau cfi'cct, 

^' A» your iiathrr'ai liliciaitity hat iiidiit^4-<l you nltb :to 
loBg a ramlJc, ! doubt nut Uit you will think his sick- 
netSf or even h>s dcsrir to wc you, o »ufTie^ient reason for 
hartcniiis- your return. The lon^r we live, aud tJie 
more we think, the hi^'her value vre learn to put on the 
fticnddiipand tendernesses parents and offriend^ Pa- 
rents we con have but once; and heproini^A himself 
too muchf who enters lite with the expectation of 
finding many iricnds. Upon some motive, T hope, 
tli;il you will be here soon ; and &m willing to think that 
it will be an indirireimnit In ytmw relunt^ that it is sin- 
cerely desired by, dear Sir» 

" Your affectionate humble Krvani, 

"JcAiuwn'i Court, Fleei-Hf*rt, •*€*»! Tiiuusj^uo 

J>Liit.*ry U. i:6G. *'*^'' J*»BNSO!ff. 

I returned to London in Febniory, and found Di, 
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Johnson in a good house in Joliit^oti's-ojuH, Flt<t-t*itttTft, 
in which he had accoinmodaled Mi^ Williams with an 
apaitmcnton tU' j;r<>iird floor, while Mr. l^vett occu- 
pied his po^ in th(* gurret : hip foithful Francis was »till 
attending upon him. He received mc vhiUi much kind- 
nc»». Thelragmcnts ofourfirstconverMitioii, which 1 hare 
preserved, nrr lhc?c; I UM htm ihat Voltaire, in n con- 
verHatioD with me, had dieting ni^ihed Tope aud Drvdi'i) 
thuN ^— ** Pofie driven a hand:ionie e-hanot, with ii eouplc 
of no&l trim iiuj^ ; I>r)'(leii a coach, and six stateljr 
hoTBee*" Johnson. " Why, Sir, the trath is, (hey hoth 
drirc cxwchcs and^ix; but Dr>'dcn'!( hoi-»(*s otx* cither 
galloping orstumhLinf^: Pope'« go &tn steady cvcDlrot.'*' 
He said of (Joldsmitha " TrmcUcr," which hod been 
ptiMtslted ill n>y akience. ** 'I'Ticrc hiLi not t>een no fine a 
poem sincT.' Pcnn''^ tinn.*." 

And here it U proper to settle, wiUi autlK-ptick pre- 
cj»i<>n,*'halhiwlongfliialedin piiblick report, a«tu Jobn- 
■on'it beinj; hiiLi-^'li' the auf heir of a eon^derable part of 
that poeni. Much, i>odoul>t, bothofthewntimiiiu&nd 
expression were derived frcm eonvcn^ation with him; 
and it was certainly submitted to his friendly revision: 
but in the year 1783, he at my re4ueM maiked with a 
pencil the lines which he had rumi^bed, which are oidy 
tbe4S0tb, 

" To itop too fvai^l, and too Taidt to go :" 

-> ItiiroieiTfcftblc dint Mr. Gmy hu cnplof ed Mincwhnt th« Mm« 
bna^ lOckAlKctcriMDrydcTi^ lUindctil. fvnLUhc» 1k» cij mith but 
two bone* ; but th«^- %rr of " t4hvr«iU rmce i" 

** Debdd wWrr Urjilcn'ft lci« pfonmptuotu car. 

■" Wide o'«T the MA* or glotr bvjv 

'* Tho councn of ethereal ncei 

" U'iih acelu ia thua4er cloiih'ii nnd loof moundlnj; pace/' 
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nri«l ttic c^iK-luilIiig ten linc^ cxcqtt the last cxmplct 
but one, which I di^tmguish Uy tlie lUilick cha- 
ractCT: 

<*!low (malt of nil Ihftt human boifta fiuturc, 

" Thtii \»n whicli kJnf:* or Inivs etm catuc or cure. 

" Still in oitfupIt*^ in nvi'TV pln« camign'd, 

" Ouf own fdicity we mohc or find ; 

"With vcTcl coiirte which naloudftuirmi Miinof. 

" Glidei thr amo<n>L ctirrcnt of domcstick joy : 

*■ T/tf UJttti Alt, thf ng^niutif whf^l, 

" Luk^s iron croon, and I}amim'a he<i o/^jdnrf, 

'* To men remote horn powpr, Ixn trir^ly known, 

" Leave rcoaon. Aiilh, &nd conKicncc, oil our owo." 

lie ailfie<], " Tltitiic arc aH of which I cnri he sure." 
Thry bcsrn«ma11pm|iortion tothcwhok, whi^rh consists 
of four htrndiv^i aiuJ (hifty-«rlght verses. Golilsmith, in 
the couplet which he imerted, nientions Luke ta a per* 
son we\\ known^ and supeitVbl readers have passed 
Et over fjulte smoothly: while ibofte of more atlention 
have been as much perplexed by Luke us hy Lydiait in 
"* The Vanity of Human Wishes." The truth is, that 
Gcddsmith himself waft In a mUtake. [nthc ** RespubUca 
Htiitgarica,'' there is an luxxiunt of a drapcrate rclx-lhon 
in theyeATlM4, headed by twobroUiera,of lljenameof 
ikckt Gc-orgr and 1,iiLt*. Wht-n it w;is ipirlled, fiairge, 
not Luke, wns punb^hcd by hisheadbcin^t^ncirded with 
a red hot iron crown : **coron^ candeifcente ferreti coro- 
natW'^ The aame severity of torture wa* exercised on 
the Bnrl of Athol, one of the murderers of King James 
I. of Scotlftod.'^ 

Ur. Johnson at the same time favoured me by ntark- 



•[On theirorKTowii. c«e Mr. Stiwvfm'ft nolp 7. on Acliv.sc, I. •f 
RtciUKD lU. Il iccmi Eo lie nlludcd totn MACfhTH, Aci i?, hc. i. 
'*' Thv crtinn dnui ft«>r" he. Set nbo Gougli'v C-umden, ro\. lii. p^ 
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mff the lines Kfiich be iumishcd tQ Goldaiiutli's " De* 
Krivd Villagt'," whidi are emlj the lasl four: 

" "niiLl inulc'* prouil rtnpin; huin tc ^uiftdtCAy. 
*' An ocean ftnc4rp4 ihc l^hourd mote n^tiv i 
** \I1lTc (^clf-flcpcikdciil \/nvtt can Limp cJcfy, 
" At n>ck» ri!>iil lh« billoin otleI tSv tky." 

Talking of pilucntion, " Teople have now a-ckys, 
(sakl he.) ^>t n Ktriingc f>j>inioii that every tiling iihmjUl 
bo tatif:ht br lectures. No«r, 1 cannot see that lecttircs 
car) (1» fto mtich gt^d a» rewlfjig t}»^ l>rirj(n fnini which 
iht? fc-i.ltin>^ nn* Uikt^. 1 kmrji' iiol^ht^ thiil rnn Ix- Im-.U 
tniight hy U'CiurcTi, oxcrpt wbrrt' oxiieriments are to bo 
shewn. You may teach chymistry hy lectures : — Yau 
mi^ht teaeh making of »ihm* Uy lectur<-T( ! " 

At ni^hl 1 supfcd with him at the i^litrc Tavrrn, 
thut we mi^it ivitew our sociitl intimacy at the orj^nal 
piBCc of meeting. Ihit Utere wai novr m coruitkraMe 
tlilTerefiee in Wis uay of tivini^. Ha^in^ had an illne^ 
ill which he vni,\ lulviMrd tii lf»Tv olTniu4\ he bml, from 
thai period, ciintiiiiKtl to ahstiiin fmm \% nnd drank only 
water, or lemon ai lev 

I told him that a Toreij^ fHend of hlf, wtiovn I had 
met with abroad^ naa so iK-retchedly perverted to infideli- 
ty, that he treated the hopes of immtjiliitjty with hnita] 
lenity : and said, " As man dies like & do^, let him lie 
like a dog ' Joiinjkix. " // he lilt's like a dog. let liicn 
lie like a dD;^,^ I ndded, that IhU man said to me, ** I 
hate mankind, for I think myself one of the best of 
them, and I know how bad 1 am." Johnsox. " Sir, 
he wxtii be very ftin^itar in hU opinion, if he thinks 
himself one of the beat of men ; for noDc of his friends 
think liim so." — I Ic Mid, " No hoDcat man could be a 
IViit ; fur no man could be so after a fair examination 
of tlie |)roofsofChnAtiatiity."l named Hume. John.son. 
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" Nil, Sii" ; Hiiiw: ownw) to n rlrr^-i:«ui in llu- T)i<<hop- 
rklc of Durharo, thai he had never nwl the Xcw Tciita- 
mem wiHi attention," — 1 meriioncd Humes notioa, 
that <-JL who are liii;*(iy ftre equully luippy ; a Ihlle Misi 
with a DC^' i^tiVfu At a daticing-schoo) baiU a Gcoeral 
«t the hc&d of a > tctorious ai'iny. and an orator, aJlcr Jibv- 
iDguuufe an eloquent :3|K^di in a great a$w:int>lyp JouK- 
aOTT, " Sir, ttint ull \s hu arc ha|}|i/, are ociuall) happ/t 
utiot tnw. A |ieasaiLl ami a plHliiu>[)her may l)ei?<iiiaUy 
stJtisjhitf hut ikjL t^^ually fmppjf^ Hu|kptnes4 e:)»sI^ti in 
lh^< inulli^lifjitjr of agrorahk' cofi^iousn^ES. A pCfiuiQt 
has not capacity fur havinge(|uall)ap|)iness with aphilo^ 
ao|jhcr-" I rt-'iiU'inlKT (his v^-ry question very hapjiily 
illustrated in oppoailioa to llumc^ by the Hcvercnd 31r, 
HuUit UriiHii, 4t l.'trecht. " A muoU iliiiiking-glji^s and 
a lar^ <mic, (^.^id hv,) may ht^ npiidly full ; liut tbr lar^e 
imi^ bokU iiuin.* ihau ihe <imul1." * 

Dr. JuhjtMjn wan very kiml thU everiin^, mid ?^h1 to 
(uCr " Vuu hive iiuw lived fjvc-iind-tH'cnty ycnr*, and 
you have employed tht-ni wtdl." '* Alas, Sir, (said I,) I 
tear not- Do I know history'? Do 1 ktmw nmthema- 
ticks ? Do 1 know hiw ? " Jqhkson, " Why, Sir, tliou^ 
you may knov no scicricc so wM as to be able to tcacb 
it, and no profeision so well as to Ik' able to follow it» 
your grjirral msts% of Kuuwltnlgc of Iwoks and men 
renders you very raiwble to make yourself mmter of any 
ftcience^ ur tit yourself for any [uxifession." I mentioned 
that a gay Mend had advised mc against being a lawyeTt 



> [Bkhop Kan, In di«ca«tbgthlft Mubject, has the »uic image e 
" Yctaoctfnccivcof lh««c limvcnl/ilfgnc!!, that thclcmt iiffloriuuii. 
So dotkttt t'Citfft liiffTp (Mt all art/vii." tpjiTLut, Vvc ui.cnp, 
6. " Of the lUfcrrni Jrgrtu of lirnTtnly alt*iy." ThU aunt kjirirril 
vitl inK«ni<iui wriltr, howcvtr, voh noi Elic fiful *ho 4Ltgicf^tvd ihJa 
iiat^ i fur it U fuund iibu in ah nid book trntitk^d " A U'urk worth 
ib« retcUog,' b/ C]\arl» Gibbon, Mo, IS^i- In thv tifih <fmEoj[ue 
af iIiSji mjrk. In which (he c^ui^Litfii ili^bLiLcJ ia. *'n[ic|her there ht 
^cgrcnof gLoneui heaven, cv diirfrtnce of poinMinhrll/' ont of th« 
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because I eliouU be excelled by ptodding blockliciuin, 
JouxsoN. »* Whr. S&"* in the forintiI«ry and stjttiilory 
pan of law, a plodding Ugckbe^td mayrxcci ; but in the' 
iDgCQious and mUuiial part of it a plodding blockhead' 
can never extiel," 

I t^dlctt! of tbe mode itdopted by some to rise in Uic 
world, by couninf^ great men, nud iuikc?d him whether 
he had ever subniiiu^d to it- Johnson. " Why, 
Sir, I never was near en^u^h to great men, to 
court them, Voii may be t)rudently attached to great 
men, andyct independent You aremttto do what you 
think vrrong ; and. Sir, you are Uy eidc-iilute, atul i^fit puy 
too dear fur uhut you gtl. You must not give a shil^ 
ling's worth of court for sLx|M?nec worth of pood- But 
if you can get a shUliDg*s north of good for *^ixt)ence 
worth of eourl, you arc a fool if you do not pay 
eourl/' 

fit* said, '^ If convents should be allowed nt idl, they 
lilioutd only be retreats for pei'^ons uiiaWe to serve tit© 
l>ul>lick, or who hare served it. It U our first duty to 
serve society ; and, after we have d'>ne that, we may 
attend wholly to Ihc salvation of ourowii«oub, A 
youthful passion for al>:>tracted devotion should not be 
cncouiBgcd" 

I introdiwed llie subject of second *ighl, and other 
mj'steriijut muiiifi-iitatlons ; the fulfihiient of wliich, I 
suggested mij^lit hxLj>|xii liy chance. JoilNsoN. *' Yr<, 
Sir* but ihey have happened so o(teo» that mankind 
have aj;reed.to think them not fortuitotu." 

ipeflkm obtfrrei, that " no doobt in the w^rTd to <omt. (wherr ilie 
l«vlftnmit«»unRp«akmbk,) ii cannot b«b(iithat henthicli hMh hit\ 
tnmt >0kiccl bcre.a^Bll cunceivc aixl irccive more cic<«din|: jOTi 
Uhd 1w wlMch liMth bin tuvdivi wiifi 1b«« thbul«tlon ; ftad ;«t the 

fw^ifMi ; fcr eftiienwidioll Irint hk fall nvuMirv Ihct^. 'By*'^ 
AMatitlffv" Ibn mikr (who ■«»» to ntvr Ut « fiiiH mon ancifill 
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I Uilked to him a gvo^X deal of wlitt 1 liad seen in 
Coi-sica. and of myinteiiUoD tapublith^n account oftt. 
He cnc3ura^:cd me t>y Baringt ** Von cannot go to the 
bottom of thv i^ubji^ ; but all that you tell u» nill be 
new to U&. Gire us as many anccdotr^s 35 you can* . 

Olii- next meeliikg at the Mitn? >%';>» hd Saturday 
tlit^ \5ih tt( I-Vbnmrv, whni 1 pn^-iiUnl tti him tnv nhl 
and mustintimsito friend, the Reverend Mr. TL^nplc, 
then of Cambridge. I having mentioned that I had 
(ttsscd some time >%ith Rou»tR^mi in bi»; wild n-trvat, and 
hAvin^ quoted 3omc rcmnrk made hj i>lr. Wilkes, with 
whom I had npent many (deaaant hours in Italy* John- 
son said, (sareaAtically,) " It scema. Sir. you have kept 
very g(x>d conipany ahroml, Rouiiseau and Wilkes !" 
Thiiilciikg il cnutigh to dt.'f^nd one nt a time, 1 Kidd 
ttothing us to my j^uyfri^md, hut answered withasnjile, 
•* ^ty dear Sir, you don't eaU Rou*«soau hnd company, 
Do you really think him a bad man f " JortNSON. 
•* Sir, if you arc talking jestingly of this, I dotxh talk 
H^with you. If you mean to be serioua* 1 think him 
icnc of llie worst of men ; a rascal, who ou^ht to be bunt- 
ed out of society, as he has been. Three or fmir natimia 
have exfielled him : and it is a &1iame that he in |)rot4^rt^ 
*s\ in XhU eounlry," Roswem.. " I don't drTiy^ Sir, but 
that his novel may, perhaps, do harm; but I cannot 
think Im intention was bad," Johnson, *' Sir, that 
will not do, Wc cannot prove iiny man't; intention to 
be bod. Vou may shoot a man through the btad. and 
«ay you intended to miss him ; Init the Judge will order 
you to be hanged. An alleged want of intention, when 
evil is committed, will not be allowed in a eourt of ju»- 
tioe. RouH)^eft(i, Sir, is a very had Tuini, I would 
[looner sign a sentence for hU transport nttoii, than that 
^f any felon who has gone i'roax the Old Bailey tliese 
many yean. Ye», 1 should like to have him work in the 
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ptaDtatidiiH." BoswttL* "Sir, do you think hini aa 
bod n man £» Voltaire?" Jonssos. "Why, Sir, U Uclir-. 
fictilt to scUlc the proportion of inH|uity l)itw€cn tbcm/* 

Thij violewc sfOitKt! vivy slmit^e to iius ^lio t»«d 
read iDAny of ltotis».-air?i nniniaUd writings T^Uh great 
pirjuurv. and <^vi:ii ifflUicatmii ; lidcl Ijt^ii much iJfx-Ht-d 
witti 1m yiu'ii-ty, and wtin y\%i f^mir fnm) tin? OtntiiK'i&t, 
where }to viSki very prnenilly ntlmia'd. Nor <:au 1 yet 
allow that he deM^rvvs the very sovere censure which 
Joha^n |K^tu>tin(X'd upon him. Hi^ aUunl pi^'feixnee 
of Knvitj^ to civlltK'd UtCt mid otjicr siii^ulnrities ure 
pnuTs mther of a detect in hb uikdcrAtandw^, thitn of 
uny depiavity in hU ]»c«rl, ■ Aad notwithsUDdin^ the 
tiiifuvoural>le opinion whSdi mnny worthy men luivtr^x- 
)]n-»;(i)ijf hi*'^ Pi-ufcs^hn dc lot du ruaircSftvoytird^'* 
J cannot help admirii^ it as the perfbrnianoe of u inoui 
full ol^ sincere reverential dubmis«ioa to Divine Mystery, 
tikough ticket with i»crplc\iti^ doubts: a stole of niind 
to l>c viewed with ijUy rattier than tvilh atigrr. 

On hi^ fiivouritc subject of «ulH»rdi nation, Johu^oii 
iSid, " So far i:^ it from t>cin^ tntc that mcti ore nntu- 
Mly <Hjiud, Hut no two |ieii|de cjui Ik lialf an hmjr 
togrther, but one itlmll nojuire nu evident Miperiikrity 
over the other,"' 

I nict]tio<H<d the itdvicc given u» by phiioiopbcr«s to 
console ourselves, v,ben distressed or cniEMrrasscd, by 
thinking of those who ait: tn a viorse situation than 
nursdvrs. ThiSt I obwnred. could ncit a|>ply to all, for 
there uiufil be some who have nolHhly worive thnn they 
are- Johnson. " Why, in lir^rr, Sir, there an? ; hut 
tlicy tlon*t know it. There is no bein^ ») poor and so 
ctNiiemptible, utio doe* not think tt^-rc is K>niebody 
still poorer* lutd litiU more contemptible/' 

As my stay in I/iticioD at this time was very sbortt 1 
bod not mavy opportunities of being with Dr. Johnson ; 
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but I felt my veneration fof hioi in no dei^rce lessened^ 
\iy %ny ii;ivinf^ seeii muUovum iomiuum^mttrn^et urbtM^ 
f)n iho contnir}-, bv bsiviiii^ it \\\ my ]niwtrr in <Y)ni|)iarc 
liim \\\xY\ many of the mos-t ccJcbrainl }h rvmiK of other 
countries, mj adniiratiou of his exlniQixUiiary mind «-«s 
ioci'eaaed and comtiriiicd. 

The rnu^HinC5S indeed, whicli sometime:; nppcfircd in 
htA manners, was more ^Lriking to me ilow JVij;n my 
having been aeuj»1omt-d to tlti; studies) fttnoutli eonifil/- 
in^ Eh-tMlK »r iJic CoittinentL nntl I I'lesrly rct:o^i)l»cd 
in him, not without re^>ect for his honest eonsciennouK 
xcftty the sume indi^^anl and sarcaatieal iiuxlc of Lnrat- 
in^ every attempt to unliinge or weaken f^ood prin- 
ciples. 

One cvcningf, when m. joung g:cnt]cman teased him 
with an aiC4)uiU ut the- ttifidi'lhy (if h\s nervantv hIo, lie 
uiid, would not believe ihi^ MntplureH, bccauMr he could 
not read them in Uie ori^'inal Imi^iies, and lie sure thjit 
they were ii«t ini't^iiu-*! i-^" \Vl>v, fiH>li»ii IVU'*iv, (siiid 
Johnson,) hfl« he any better authority for atmo^t ex^ery 
thing lliat he hctieves ? *' — Boswkm,. •' Then ih« 
vulgar, Sir, never can know they ure ri^^ht. tmt mttst 
suljmit tlicmsclvcs to Ihc learned," — Joux^oN. " To be 
aitrcSir. ThevuJ^rare IIk' children of the State, and 
DiustbeUughtlike rhiMnnu" — Rosw'ELL- ** Then, Sir, 
a poor Turk inusi l>e u Mabanietan. Just a£ a [loor En- 
gllshuian must be a (^hrlitlian? ^^^-^JiiliNsny. " Why, 
y^. Sir; and what UKik ? This now i£ such fitu0' as I 
uKui to talk to my mother^ uhen I tiist iK^^an ta think 
myhtdf n clever ft^Jlow ; and sJic ought Co have whipt 
mc for it;' 

Another evening- Ih. Qo\Asm\{\\ and T called on him. 
nitli thr luiju? of [jTfvailitif^ on him t<i »up with ui at 
iJk' Mitre. We founil him indispow-tl, mid irsolvtd not 
to go abroad. '* Come ll^en, (said Goldsmith^) wc will 
not f{o to the Mitre to*nIf;ht, Mncc we cannot have the 
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liig man with U5." Johnson then chUcJ fw a bolUc of 
]ioit, of which GoMitiiiiU) a»(I X jiartook, white our 
friuod, now a watt-r-drinkcr, ^atby us. Goldsmith, 
" I thinic, Mr. JohnsoD, you don't go near the tlieatpc* 
n{rti'. Vou give jourself no more concern about a new 
play, than if jou had never had nny thing to do with 
the etngc." JniTNsoN. " Why, Sir, our tflsles greatly 
niler. The lad doca not care (or the child's raltle, aiid 
iht- old man does not care for tJic young man'i whore.'* 
Gnr.nsMiTn. "Nay, Sir; hut yonr Ahiw* wns not a 
whore." JauSM>N, *' Sir, 1 do not think she was. But 
uH we acWanoc in the Journey of life we drop tome of tho 
thin^ which have pleaded us ; whether it be that we are 
fatigued and don't choose to caiTy so many things any 
farther, or Ihut wc linil other thin^ which we ItLe 
better." Bosweli,, " But^ Sir, Why don't you give 
us fiometJdnfj in £oniG Dlhcr way ? ** GOLDSMlTlt. " Ay, 
Sr, we have a claim uikwi you," JoitN'sON. " No, 
}Mr, 1 am not obti^l to do any more. No man ia 
oblijc^ to do a« much fu ho can do. A man is to have 
part of his life to himself. If a soldier has fought a gooj 
many cam(>oignA, he is not to be blamed, if he retires 
tuea^and tranquilLity. A physician, who Iras pi-aettitnl 
long in a gveat dty, may lie excuibeil, if he rrtirr-« to a 
amall town, and lakt-s less [tmctKre. Now, Sir, the r^ood 
I can do by my conversation bears the same proportion to 
the good I can do by my writings, that the practice of a 
phy&idan, retired to u small town, docs to his practice in 
agreatdly/" BosWKLt- " But I wonder. Sir, you ha>x 
not more |ilca;furc in writing than in not writing.** 
JoilNsnN. " Sir, you tnay wonder." 

Me talked of making vewe*, and otjserved, *■ Tlic 
gn<at difficulty is, to know when you have made good 
ones. When eompoettngt 1 have generally had them in 
my mind, perhaps fifty at a tinK\ walking up and down 
ill my room; and Uicn t tuive written tiKm down, and 
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often, i>om lazint*s», have written only half lines- I 
ha^c written a hundred lines in a day. I rememl^cr, I 
wrote a hundnn! bnc* of ' The Vanity of llumnn 
Wbhcs ' in a day< Doctor, (turning to Cold«i[iith,) 
] am ncpt quite idle ; I made one lino t other day : but 
I made no more." Goi.DdMlTH- "Let us hear it; 
we'll put a iiftd one to it" JoiiNSON. " No, Sir ; I 
have forgot it,*" 

Such speciiitens of tlie ea^y nnd (ilayPul convcnatton 
of th« i^Ti-tui Dr. Saiiuiel Jchii»ckD arc, I think, to be 
priced ; as exhibiting: the little varieties of a mind so 
cnlarf^d and !*o j>ow<-rful wIkii oLjccts of consequence 
required its exertions, and m giving u* a minute know- 
ledge of hia cliai'acter and n)ode<( of Ihitiking. 

•■ TO BENKET LASCTOK, EltQ. AT LANGTON^ NEAR 

" DnAB snu 

" What your friends have done, that from your 
departure till now nothing hws licrn heiinl or ynu, none 
of U3 are dile to inform the rest ; but as we are all 
neglected alike, no one thinks himself entitled to Uio 
privilege of complalnt- 

"" 1 should have- known nothing of you or of Lang- 
ton, from the time that dear Miss Langton leJl u^. hod 
not I met ALT' Simpson, of Lincoln, one day in the street, 
by whom I waA informed that Mr. Largton, your 
Mamma, and youi-self, liad becrt all 31, but that yim 
wen." all rr(*ovi.'ird, 

'* That Kieknoiss should suspend your correspondt-rKX', 
I did not wonder ; but hc^d that it would be renewed 
at your recovery, 

" Since you will not inform us where you are, or 
how you ljvo» I know not whelht^r you desire to know 
any thing of lu. However^ 1 wili tell you that the 
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Ci^rB cubists : but we have the lossof Burk^^^'s coiivpanj 
riiKC lie hcK l;cin enf;ag<<l in pctilick bii^^inc^, in nhicti 
lie has gztinei more rtputation tJian iierhnps nny niafl 
At >ii^ [fir»t] oppcaniDCc ever g:iiim'rL br(brc» Ik- fntkHe 
two s|K*ec'h^-H in iJh: 1-Xousc for n^Aliiif; iTic Stainp'Sct, 
;vhufi were publickly annni^ndod by Illr. I'ln, niu\ hnv^ 
filled the tnnn vi-ilh n'onder. 

" Bui'ke is a t^rx-nt man by nature, and is cxpodcd 
soon to attain rivil prcatncw- I am groWTi pnpirtcr loo, 
ftr I liaY<r ntahitaincd the ncn'»pai»er* ihcrsc many wcrks; 
tndivhat i^ f^ntcr still, I hnvc risen every mominj^ sin^tr 
New-yrar's liay. ai ulyf^ui right : n lii*n 1 wm uji, I b;iYf- 
indeed *!one birt lUtlc; yet h is no sligM ndnmcement 
to obt^un for so immy tKmrs nrore. the coDEciousticM of 
bring. 

** I wisli you were in my new study ; I am now wri- 
ting the first letter in it. I think it Iook9 very pretty 
about mc, 

"l>y«T*is ooncitant at Ta£ clcb: Hawkins is ns 
tniK«: 1 Htn ihot over tliligent. Dr. Nu^ot, Ur, (vold- 
nnitht and Afn Reynolds, an.' rrry rontdiinl. M. Lyv 
i» jirintJng his Saxon atid Gotliiek Dictionary: oil the 
CLin *ubwHI>es, 

■* You niW piiy my rrftpect* to «)1 my Uncdnshiro 
IHcnd^ I ara, dear Sir, 

MoGt afTectioaatcly your's, 

" JohtiKMi'i disfl, flfcC-Blrrrt- 



" Sam. JOHXSOX-' 



* fSojnucI Dm, Km{. b nont iMracil *nd ingenio«i Monbfr of (1m 
LiTMAi X Ci^ n. fur itliOJff vadmlandio^ »iiil nll^LiinH-iiu Dt. Jobn- 
Kfii hail (?mi ii^fct. He di^ SqiL H> 17T2. A wore p«rtifvlar 
Bcttiuni nf ihit gvrllf ninn mity be rtMndtnaNoreMi ihel-ircof Dry* 
fllen, p<J»(i, (>rTfi\r<l to llir edition of I lint (treat "liltr'i PiotB 
M'oa&«, in bur foUinin> <*">- >^<^> ^ <a whicti hit chonu-trr b vindi- 
Cftt«l. aiid |b«> iciy unriUPiunbk dud unjuH trirtxncalnlion oHlj 
^rv^ti Ijf &ir John HuwliM in hin tJfie iifioHnuin, p|i. 2S2— 232, 
ia BiioDtclj ruoi&nl. ^lALortK.] 

6 



-i^tot fi:.] 



Uji. JOHNSON. 



Y« 



"TO BENKET 1-AXGTON, KW*. AT l-ANaTON, NKAB 
fiPILSBV, LINCOL^SUIRE. 

«DEAU sm, 

■' In jwpposing that I should be more thnn com- 
iiiimlv nlTii't"! by the cWth nf IVrf^'Hnt* Lxn^iim,* 
you wt^rr iiiit mUlnlcrti ; b(< w^% am' fif those whom I 
lovcil at orcohy instinct and hy rc^a^oti. I have seldom 
indul^d more hoj^e of any Xhinff than of Lein^j aIjIc to 
irn|>rcjvc our iic<iu&iiit&nce Lo fnend^htp. Many a time 
hftvc I placed myscU' agnin at Langton, and imagined 
the pka&iirc with \ihich I should wnllc lo Partncy^jn a 
summer monjing; but this is no longer posdblc. Wc 
muat now endeavour to pivseJ've nliat is left u^t-^hii 
example of piety and *e«>uomy. I hojie y*jii make 
what eptjiiiries you can, and write down whnt is lo!d 
you. Tho little tilings which di^inguiifh dotnestick 
churact«-i>. an' itoon tbi gotten : If yuu d«lay to enqutrrp 
you will havi- no inrormai4f>n; if you neglect to wrile, 
inforiD&tion will be vain- ^ 

' Mr. LangtooH undt. 

* The plao« of rvAJdoiifv of Mr. Perc|^n<: l-AniflOR. 

y Mf, r^iigfmi Alt\ nnt riUrrfpird xhU onun*vl» but amle iTif> feU 
ItmiAfT af fount uhich he h.v been fjIrAjii^d io conimunicatf Krnic i 

" Tht cirrHni»,fflnf*r4 nf Mf P^r^trrine Uirai^rfin were ihei** He 
hat] no annuii) for hfr of two hoTidred pmit^iin prr aaitutH, Mr rtrai- 
telinnrilUj;^ (n Lincolnitiirir Mh« rrnior hut hntinir, wHh iwo«t 
three amiU Mdjt^ vra* turntf-dph: pnnniln ; the cnunty he hi-fd in 
vm not nnre ifmn mcMtpmirly ^ hc»p : h» ^imily f nniLi«i'»(T of a «i«1pr, 
wito paid htin riuhtfcn yittjmU •nnuEill} for her hmtrd, nnJiiiift^. 
Th« f n j ntJi inro tvo ma'iAi^ nnd luvi in«ii m bviYv. Hh rttmmon 
way of livhiff* at hU UiMr. ^a^ three or A)tir dUhn ; the ai>^>ifr[«* 
tinnceii to hi* toWc werericftinnrihaPicJftOfaeibefrctjwcnllveniwiiuHril 
romprtiiy Hi (linm'f, and thrix hi* tahW »»-j* vivW iH^rvcJ wiiik u* nunjr 
tfi*h*»«»weremual«:Di:iah*ra«rthei»lhcrijcni!cin*nin ih?<a^|i- 
bo u riiooHi Kii iiti-n ii|«|irAmfier, m loi^ldlii^ miA gnitecll^r am 
fttid plain, lie hml hlwnvik a |>o^t-cl1aillc. vnd krpt ChTt*c hone". 

" Auch. Hiihihi- rnuiurre^I hntcmeiu^oned, «raB tiiwavtif UviA|r« 
whidi he iM not iMfei t^ eniiloy hU tvh»1e laeoac t fee he hod at- 
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'* Hi* art of life cerlaialy dc*criresi lo be knoivii nml 
studied^ lie lived in plenty and clcgftiic<* ugton an in- 

ws^BA aojn of money IjiriK by liim (at any cxCmordintuy cxptncta 
that BfiigTit *"''<?- Sonor ition^y hir put inio ihentocki : at bi*<lt■^ll^, 
the tucu kc ha4 thrrc nmounted to one huncltvJ iifiit Afty puundk. 
He purchtuvJ out rifbi^ inline luH hoD^r^holtHurnTturir and tmfn. 
of which latter he had a vfi^ ncnplt alort j twd. a% I iim nuurckl by 
1hoi« thil had Tvry good mtfstMof knon^ing, not l^t ilinn tb« tenth 
pAft of hit income wAi &ct nphirl fiT clmnty : ;il lh( time of his 
dcHth, ihp aim of tu-rnty'f^*« |x>tifl<lK uMtftjund, wilhn dircftion to 
ht emptoyed in suth u»t3. 

" Ht l)jul Uiif down a plnn oflLiincrpropottLoncd tahiAmcomi>. nnd 
did uot prulice Hny rxtraoniif»r)' dr^rcc of putKiinony, but uiilt^u- 
Toiirc<l th:it m Uit^ family Ihorc should be plenty wirhpul wU, An 
an iikhiance thai ihi% vat hia cndcayuur. it may be worth while to 
mention n method he took in rvfculiting i proper atlowuice of malt 
|iij[ji>r Ui 1je<lTunL In hii fnmilyt thiU ihrir might nolli* a ili-^icLvrry, 
or any mtempifratc profunmn : On a eoatpUiril mndc that hjH AllL>iir« 
Kocc of R hogihrut tA n mnrlh, wwi not enough ^r Lk o^vr fHinily, 
faeoKlef«dihe(]uutity«rahoffi>he»d idbe put into boiilev huf il 
fudtcti up fram the fterv«nis, nnd di^tribaied out, every dny, right 
^■rM. which i* the ^omlily tah duy at 0»0 hog^hmd in n motith ; 
untl luld hia icfTanU. that If that did m:^ nullice. be wnuld hHuw ihctn 
more ; bal, by Ihia mclfjnl, it D[ip(rarcd at once thni thf tilhiwnnce 
WM mvcli more than lufTitieni for hU arootl fumlly ; and ikw proved 
« clear conTiction, thcLt coald ool be aniwrred« nnd uiv<d nil future 
dilute. He was in genetul. trry dUifcmily and punctunlly aiicnd* 
ed ftod obeyeti by hit tefvuoiB; he wv rery coniidemte u to ihc 
ifJimriJoni he ^ve, unit npUJncd ihrm dibiiiietly ; an<t, ac thi^r firtt 
cominic to hMnerncc, •tcadUy ructcd ftr1o*«(0rnp)mncc^Llt them, 
without any feminion •- ttnA the lerYitntt liridmg t)xu to be the ct^t, 
MOA gitw habitually BceiutLomed to the prtctlce of tlieir buuneu, 
and then rtry titik further atieidioa wm nffceuiHry. On cxtr^or- 
dcnaty instance* of good behariour or diliffriit »erric<, he not noC 
wanCinj^ in pantcuUr f n«QttTii^eixL<T]tKcnd prettitti above th«tr wajfM I 
k in rrmiuhablc that be would fiermiE ihcir relnlionA to «Uit theai 
Vid «!■¥ M 1^)11 hoiue tvro or three dfly* at a time. 

The woeder, with moB>t thnt hear aa accoanc of hia oconnny, 

Kll be, h<rw he wat nbte, with Ruchan moaa», tift do «o much, eapc- 

dally whcnil U cnnii^rml thnt he paid for trtrj tfann}t hi^ h^^ He 

ImkI no bnd, ex<«pt the two or thioe tmuAi £« Ida whirh I have iu»i 

hw rtiued : and, inaiead of ptttliliff *ny thing by Ihrlr ptodaee, I tunc 



Mut. 57.] 



Df), JOHSSOV. 



a? 



coioe wludi to numj %'ouid appear indium, and to 
CMst EcnnljT- How }k lived, therefore, evcr>- niJin tmi 
an intorctit in knoivii^. His dcatii. 1 ti(^, Wtt« [icac*^' 
&il; it vr&a surely hA|j|>7. 

" 1 wiih I bad written sooner, lest, writinj^ now, I 
^hol)M iviie^v your tiU^^' 1>ta I would not forbear lay- 
ing wiiiki i hftve i>ow £aid. 



rcTut>n to think he loal b}' chcm l however. lh«} fam'ahfcl Lim irilh 
CO fuTlhtfT ii»iitan«« to<«aHi hn faau^tfkMpiitgt ihan grwM for hit 
bonm. 1nu( hnj, jur ihul J knew h« twughu) iinil fur tW9 CO«b« 
l^^ery Monday mominj^ he ictUci^ hu (■mil/ nctounu, a.nd lo k«pt 
up u cun^Unt nttrriTion tn thr confining h'n i^vfjeJictn AiEbii: Ijtff in* 
cone ; and to do it more tiAClly. compirtd Xhittc espcnccai vrtCh a 
cxinput^iiinn ht hnd mnJe, how fn>ir)i thM hwoniL' wrrnld afi^rd h&tn 
every week ftftd day of the jFenf' One of hik crconomLcnl practice* 
¥fi», Mnoon a-* any rcpnlr u/ai wanting in orAbonl hisboo*!-, lo have 
k imoKfLiitcly |>«rforiiivd. When he had money lo tparf, he ebcae 
tn tiy In a praTininn nf linen or cloih^a, nr Any othrr rrcvH»ria : w 
(hen. he taid, he eoold afford if, which he mi^t not be »o vpcll able lo 
do whro the nctuit want e^rae ; in conxcqn^ncc eiT which methn), h« 
hnil ■ cOnKidentbLe auppJy of neee«»ry utielic* lying by him, bc- 
lide whnl wan in uw. 

" Dut the maul patticular that tvtta% to have enabkd him to do no 
fhaeh wrih his inconat, wm, thiU he paid for svcry thing na kdoq aa 
h» h«d itt except nbn& what were currrai aeewitiC», vuch aa rvAt for 
ha hous«^ ud nrvantA' wagta i and ihtvt h« pnid <t thr tinted tioca 
4ilhliic nloiOiC uutctnevi. Hv gmtv tTtjtinr (o lh« Inuk'XTiKn o/llir 
neighbounn^markel'toArH thai they ahoultl no longff hnvc hit cus- 
tom. If ttcy Irt rmy Dfhm ttfrvnnlK liavr any thing wiilicul Ihnrpay- 
ingfnrii. Thna he pnt it oiit of hi* fH^wer to eomnit thone impn- 
d«nce« Coffhiiii ihoir vrr linblr thai 4«rpr their pctymenu^ iving 
thtir money some olhoruny than n^cte li oa^ht to so. Andvhab- 
ever tnvni-y he had by him, he krew thm il «ii not demnndrd 
cbowherr, but that he mipht wWy employ it ao ht picued, 

" HbemraplcwascodlEmtd by theaaq«<«tcr«d ptaceofhM abode, 
lo thcobiicnationor few, though hw prudence nnd rirtue howM 
hnv« Dindv it vHlunble to aJI whucoold hnve known il.— Thcae few 
particularly which I Vnen- mpclf, cr havr nTiiatni-d ftom thmt trho 
lived atiiiiiiffi, aayadofd inatrnetioniandbrhninacntirctaihatwiM 
art of Inini;, which he w lurmafelly pmetivd." 
VOL. II, c 



18 THE LIFE OF [I7<i6, 

" This km 15, 1 hope, the only tnbfortunc of a family 
to whom r>n misfortune at nil vhuulJ happen, if my 
wtslies ccHiId avert il. ImI mc know liow you »\\ go on, 
Hai Mr. T.anglon got him the littlt- horse that I recora- 
mended ? It would do him good to ride al>out hi£ estate 
in line n'onther. 

" Bo |]1ea:?ed to make ti^y compliments lo Mrs. Lang* 
ton, find to dear Miss L#anglOQ, and Miss l>i, and Miss 
.Jultct. and to every body else. 

" Thk Club holds very well tocher. Monday is 

iny night," 1 conlinue to hmc lolt-rAhly well, aud rrad 

niorp than I did. I hopt- somHhing will yet come on 

il. I am. Sir, 

** your nwwt aflcdionate servant, 

*' Johmoo'^court, rirtt-nwct, ** Sam. JonKSOH-" 

"Mny la, 1766, 

Atier I hfld been some time in Scotlard, 1 mentioned 
to him ill a leLtt^^ thfit " On tuy (xr*l n-tiiru to my il«- 
tivc country, aAt^r ^lontc years of alAeci'^'ej I nas (old of 
a Ta^ numlKT of my acqimlntancr who wcii- all gone 
lo the land of fnrgrtfuliiess, and I found myself like u 
man stalktng over a field of Imttle, who every moment 
peroeivea some one lying dead," I ooniplaiticd of irresoli 
tion, and n>ettLJoncd my liaving made a vow as a »ccu-' 
rity for good conduct. 1 wrote to him again without 
lieifig able to move liL^ indDl<^n<:e: nor did I hear front^: 
him till he had received n copy of my inaugural Kxernse«' 
or Th««b in Civil Law, which 1 published at my admit-' 
aion 09 an Advocate, as is the custom in Scotland. 11c 
tl*cn wrote to mc Ai follows : 

" To JAMES DOSWELIv ESQ. 
* HEAR SIB, 

*' 'Vhc reception of your Thesis put me In mind of 

V m ku bfi«5 tn iht chait of The LtrOtAHt Ctva. which tl thi% 
Utac »cl Oftee ■ wtdt in iht rTVniag' 
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jttj ilelit to yott Why did you •••••♦•••• ••» 

r will punish you for i(, Uy telling you that your Latin 
wanta conrection-' In liic Ijc^irmmg, Spa Qiter^^ not ti* 
unte that it should l>c primee, is not gruTumatiual : aittrts 
ahoulU lje citeru In the next line you seem to use 
genus ohMlutely, for wliat wc adl/tfrni/v^ that i\ for 
iUustrwus c^Ttraction^ 1 douht wtttiout authoritj 
fiomiriu nuUius originijt, for AnUis ortt vwjoribut^ or» 

V The piui4jig« omiUfd nlludrd to » |)rlrate Iranvnction. 

* Thb ccnmrt; of my Idiiin rdAtoitu IhcDcdlcotion, which vm aft. 

follOWf ! 

JOANNI, 

VECSC4)»]TI MOUTTTSTCARr, 
ATAVJft KPltC KBOlOUa 

QL'UM VftUtWH *dt1'1-lTrt ntllCIIGIE 

■jiaicuiHiti ^xTfqnr rr t^lu4Tiiiji 

»BMPBa HEMOBI, 

KATAtltU trLKKVORSM VIRT0TIBU4 AUOKXTT: 

AD rCALlCA FOrCLt COMlTiA 

JAU LtOATOl 

IK OFTIVATJLH VCKO MAOM A BaiTAKItl^ HECKATtl. 

JUaa IfJ^RBAITARfO, 

OLiH co;faw>uau; 
TIM iMiTAu VAniA DooTAiKA raoMorKfrTr* 

rmiVCA VtUK, AMMO LIbKnVIUOp 
XT UOItOt XI^KGAHTIA 

Txcinwi: 

in ITALIA VlfrTTAlTDX lllHJtai. 

ROCIO Rt-A llOVOnATUtrMO, 

IIAKE JLniSl'Rt'l^tNriT. raCMITIAK 

^iVmCTlaaiM^ AMICITIX CT «»BAVAMTfC, 

UOVL'MKVTVlif, 

D. S. C. 0. 

JACOBUS BOSWELL. 
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Nuih loco nail, is, a<i I am aft«id, barbarous.— ^Ruddi- 
nmn i* drnd. 

" J have now vexed you cnonEjh, and will try to please 
jroiL V'oiir r«olution to obey your father I sinctTtly 
appmvc; but do not nccvntom yourself to enchnin your 
volatility by vovrs ; they will somclime leave a Lborn in 
your mind, whirh you wilt, pfrhajM, never Ik nbl«< to ex- 
tract or eject. Tnkc th» warning: it is of gre«t inw 
portance. 

'* The *tiidy of IheUw i« what you very justly terra 
it, copious and generous ; * and in udding; your napic to 
iU proft:.*iM>rj, you have done exactly what I always 
wi^ud» when f wished you best. 1 hope that you will 
continue to punue it vigorously ond constantly. Von 
gain, »t Ic-jLit, what U no simdl advantage, ftpcurity 
from those trDublefiouie and wearisome dl«roDtent5Ly 
whidi arc always obtruding tbemsclirs upon a mind 
vacant, uii^mployed> and un deter mi ned- 

*' Vou uciijht lo Unok it no small inducement to diU- 
gence and pcrecvcroncv, that Utey will please your fa- 
tber. We all lire upon the hope of pkiiain^ Aomcbody^ 
and ilic pleasure ot^ [AcaMng ought to be gi'eatest^ and 
nL last always will lie greatest^ when ourendeavoui^ore 
exerted in "jnwqiience of utjr duly. 

** Life ]s not long, and too mueh of it mutt not pa»s 
in idle deliberation how it sball be spent: ddibcratioD, 
which those who b^in it by prudetice, and continue it 
with »ul>tiltr, must, after long cxpcnoe of thought, con* 
elude by ctiancc. To pre&r oue futurv unxle of Ufc to 
aikolbrr, u]Kin junt n^axoip., retjuireti faculties which 
it has not pleaH-d our Creator to give u«, 

* Thii klltidci lo the {i'nX ftcnic»cc of tbc PrvemUum ot tnj Thtfil*' 
" JuauraiTotKTiA ilvdio nuii^tt itAmaj, tnMmm gtmr^tmt t m 
ifgAai citiM agitciuiit^ peftdamm ■Mm, wi jaagmffariwnm mcei tE 
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" If therefore Ihe profession you have dioflcn has some 
uQcKpcctod inconvenience*, console youndf %j rt:(ltcU 
lag llifit no proiVtiMOD i^ withoot them ; &nd that all the 
im|»rt unities mi<l [hn'p1t:>itii^3 oi' UusincsA aiv ^oftiiesR 
and luxury, r<mk|uin'i] witJi tlicr iiit.wi.'iiit cniviirg^ of 
vacftncy, and the uns^ttsHutory ex|KT4liof)ts of idleness. 

' fftec 4Uni qtia BOstrS potui ts *>«%- monor $ 

" Ab to your History of Corsica, you hare no mnt«* 
liiU which othen hnre not, or may not bare. You have, 
aouicbovt or other, warmed your imagiiiatian. I winh 
thrrt- v^rtt- Mimi- <-iitr, likt? ihr hiverV Imp, tijr all hcsKb 
of which some single* idea h^ obtained an unr^a^oaUft 
and iiTeg;ular poBsesdon, Mind your own affuire^ and 
leave the Ccinsiconi to thvirs. I am, dear Sir, 

" Vuur most humble scrvAnt^ 

*' London, Aur. SI, i766. " SaM. JoHKSOK * 

"TO DB. HAHITEL JOHNSON, 

" MUCH EKrKCMfiD AND OCAB 51B, 

" Auchinlwk, No*. 6^ J7C8I, 
•* I Pi^AW no* guilty to '••••••••■•• 



** Having thu% I hojie, cleared myself of the charge 
brought againnt mr, I presume yoti will not be din- 
pleiDit'd if I escitjM-- tlie punishment which you have de- 
creed for mc uitht'ai-d. If you have dii^iarj^d the 
arrows of criticism against an innocent man, you mu«C 
njoice to lind they have missed him, or have not hcett 
pointed ao aa to wound him. 

" To talk DO longer in allepDry, I am, wilJi all d«- 
Ivrencc, ^ii^ to ofler a few oboervationA in defence of 
my Latin, which you have found fault with. 

■ The p«ua(« onuittd npUncJ die unriMClioa to vhich Ibc pr^ 
cobng Idler had aJinded. 
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" You think I shouid hare used sfict prima; irwtcad 
oi jpci alftrft^ tSpcsin^ indeed. oAen xittd to cxprefu 
^4>11l<tUllI1^ nn wlildi wc have a future dc^ndence^ aft ill' 



'tuodo nunnfut ^CfJtfilot 



snd iti Gvnrg. iii. L 473* 

for the 1ainli5 trnd thr shn^p. Vet it ia tibci used to ex- 
{irr?u aiij' tiling on which tve Have ;i |]ix'M-iit d(-prn[U"ncei 
ntid is well applied to a man of distmguisJi«linlliWTice,— 
our su])poii, wir ivfu^, our pra^idiuDtj as Hoi-riCf ctxlU 
Mjieoeiiofi. So, 4'Kiioidxiu L 57i Queen Amoia addresKes 
her son^in-lavi^ Tumus :— * SjKra f « «Knc irritf ; * and he 
was tliCTi no future hope^ for she ndds, 

which might have 1*crn Mid of my ifOrd Bute sonifr^ 
jre«rs a^o. Now 1 consider the prc5cnt Karl of Bute t<> 
be ' Ei'c^Luy JamHi/r </r Jiuic s|ies |mma;* and my 
LunI Afutnil.«tii]irt^ iw h\% tldol suiij ii* U- * spaniderti^ 
So in £iiricl xit» I. 168^ nftn' liuviug lutrnlioned Pater 
j£ineas, who was the present ajjes, the reignivg spes, 
as my Ormati frieud« would wy, ihv* $pu prinw, il>f 
poet add^i 

'* You thiuk aUtnv ungrammaticAl, and you tell maj 
It should }mve Inx-ti ffZ/irW. You mitsl recollect, that \xk 
old times fl//er was decliDcd regularly: and when tlie- 
ancient rragnienl* preserved in i\K Juru CivUU Ft>nU9 
were written, it was certainly declined in Uie way that 
I U!« it. Thi-'', ! ihouUi think, may protect a lawyce 
who writfTi altfrar in a di»crtation upon part of hit 
own Hornet*. But tut T eoahl Itardty venture to i]iKite 
fli^VKiits of oU law to &o dassical a man as >(r. John- 
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MOTi, 1 have not made an acairatc search into these re* 
maifitf, to l^iut exAinptes of u)i»t 1 am nhlc to produce 
m poetical coinpiwituin. Wc ftnd in PUut. Rudcnt, act 
iU. scene i, 

nautus is, to be »urc an old comick writer ; but in the 
days of Scipio andl^^ius wc find Tcrent. ITeaulontim. 
act li. scerw 9- 



-kof ipse in itrnrrt ftll«ne 



" You doubt my havinjj; auUiorit/ for uung genus 
ainolutcly, for what we call family, tliat is for iV/ii«- 
triowt e.rfruc<it»n. Xow 1 take genus in Latin, to 
have much tiK* «i)nic »«igTiifuation uith Ifirt/i in Eng- 
lish; both in theh- pritnary meaning cxpre^ing nimply 
de«c«m, but both made to xtAiid xa/ l^i^x'^h for noble 
descent' Gtms i^ thus used in Her- lib. ii. Sal. v. I. 8. 

Alul ill liU i. Epist. vi- 1 3T. 

• & genua tijurpiam Hc^ina fratnU J^aiiU* 

And in the celebrated contest between Ajax and Ulyase^ 
Ovid's Mctamorph. lib. xiii. L 140. 

■ Sam f Crtu* rf jvrwtvcj*, *l ju* noH^/cirJmiM (/^«> 

• f'fx/A ncittfti wooj/ 

■' Homines nuU'uia originist (or rmUis orii mnjorihist 
or «tf^/o /oca naiif is, ** jou arc afraid, barlmrou^/' 

^ Or/^^ i» used to signiiy extraction, a^ in Viig. 
^^eld i, ;^. 

' ycjt^ur pukhrd Tn>ja:iM onj^nt Caiar,' 

and in ^neid x. I. 6IH, 

' tOt tamtJt nottrJi d4i£uat ongin« Nom?ff.' 

and aa nw^'v^ is used foi- obscurv, t£ it not in flic goiiius 
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of the Latin ki^aagc to write nuUuu ortginis^ for ol>- 
?rurr ciitnictioiL ? 

^* I liave defended iDyseiru< w<4! a» T could. 

•' Might I veiiiuiT to differ from yen with re^TArd tt| 
tlie utility of vowm ? I am iwDaihie that it would l>e very 
dan£*crou5 to make vows ra^ly, and without a dij^ 
coimd«ratig«. But I cannot help thinking tliat they 
mny often be of f^rcat advantage to one o^ a vatialM 
judgcn>cnt and irre^^lnr tndinatJon5. I alwayn re^ 
member a poMa^i- In nnr of yonr Wim to nur ft;di;in 
frie-nd Ritrelti : nhiir talking of the monastic lift\ you 
Kay you do not n-nnder that seriotu men should )>iit 
thcnnelvei under the protection of n it^Iigiouft ord«iv 
when (he>- have found how unaMc theyare to takcoaro 
of thetnec'trcs. For my own port, without (ifTectJng to 
be a SoorateSt I am sure f have a more than ordinary 
stru^le to maintain with i/je Evit Principle ; and aA 
the- niHhcKLt ! i-'an devrv- arr little c-ixmgli Xn kee|ft mw 
toUrrahly steady in tbt' paths tA ni-ctltuile. 



" I am evei't witli the Itighest venei^ation, 

" Your affi:ctiuiudc Iminhh- M.n'ant, 



Jt a|ipears from Johnson's diar>\ that he was this 
year at Mr Thrale's, from hcfon- Midnimmrr til! aller 
Michadmas, ard ticit he aflerwards passed a month mt 
Oxford. He hnd then contracted n gfeal inlmtiu-y 
with Mr. ChamK^rs of that University, afterward* Sir 
Rol>ert Chomben, one of the Judps in India. 

lie puhlidhed nothing this year in his own name; 
hilt the in>Mc dedication* to Uw Ring, of (iwyn's " Lon- 
don iiid Weatminstrr Improvt'd " wa." wiitten hy him ; 
and lie IWrnbhed tb^ Trfface^f aod scrrral of the piccea. 
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vbirh forniime a voAuniP of MuoetUmm 1i^ Mrs, Anoa 
WUIiainv, the \A\nA \mi\y whn hati an ntylum in fait 
bouflc/ Of these, there are his ** Epitaph on Phillipn;*" 
" Translation of a T^aiin £ptts|>h on Sir Thomas Han- 
iiwr;t'' *• Fricmbhip, on odc;""iind, ' The Ant,*" 
a paraphrajic from the Frovctiffi. of which I have n Copf 
in hk own hand-writing: and> from internal eriilenor, 
I aacrik to him, " To 'Mhf^ - mi hrr^Ting the Au- 
thouragold and silver i>Et-work Purtie of her own vreav-^ 
iDfT ; + " and " Tlie happy Ufe,t " — Most of the pieoef 
in thi* volume have cvitknlly rcceiva! Additions from 
his superiour pen. partlculariy " Verse* lo Mr. Richard- 
aon, on his Sir Charles Grnndison ; "* " Tl»e Excuision ;* 
" HcfEc<:tiof]5 on a (>raTc di|;gin^ in WcstmiiHter 
Ahbcj," 'Vhctt h in thin coltrcUon a poem, '* (hi the 
death i*f Sl^jilii^ii Cn-y, the Rl«n-tHria!» ; • " whiirJi, <m 
rtadin^ it, apjicared Co nic to be undoubtiedJy JubiUKKi't. 
I a^kcd Mrs. Wiliiatnx wlielhtr it wan not hiK. ** Sir, 
(ntid *he, with jtorm* wannth,) I wroti* iluit poem bpfora 
I had the honour of Dr. Johnson's actjuaintance." T, 



* [Tn tk ptpcr already vicnt>oninl, (ttc ¥ti1, i. p. Tl ntid h«t tha 
Md ei Ihc yMT l765) ihe folloiringf nrn>tinr ot ihii paUicatioa it 
gitcn b)' a Udy irdl ucquaintcil with Mn, WllliaoiH: 

" Ah io ti«r |v)CtTtt, »^>^ mnny ypart nitrmpud tci jnibliih ihiMQ ; 
the hnlf-ci^mni she had ^ot lowird* the publt.'iilion, >hc cofifcved 
Kfrme, vtrni fi>r n«cc«MiriOj and thnt the grcatm p*in nhe **n frit 
ms from Ifav appearance of deffaudiniE her sut»criber> : *' faut <vitl 
cat) 1 do? the Doctor [Jtjhrwon] alwny* puU tne off with ' Wcl]« 
a<']l think about il.' and HoldtniUh My^, ' Lrun- it W me/ How" 
tveFg hro 0/ her frit^dc, tindcf her direction!, mndv n now lubtcrip- 
llon at a cromv the whole price i^Tih^ wtiik. jtm} m a very Ijltle lime 
rab^d «ixtf povaAi. Mn. Coner ww apphril to by Mn. WllliniiM't 
de»Jr?, and nhe. wlih the ulmofti uctiirity nm\ kindnni^ procvfcd a 
l0A£; h^t iti nofaM. At Itogith the v^x>rk wm publLilit^ii in which u a 
ftnr wriTten hut gtoi^my talr of Dr, Jntinson. Tlic money Mnf, 
WiSiamJi had vmHouji uMm loTt nnd a part of it wm fufided/' 

L(y ibai piibheniioTi Kin. Wilhaoi.i got iSOl. ihwL MaLonri.] 
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however, was Ml Dtuch inipiTJ<4ed witli my 6Tst notiorr. 
that I nieiitJotifH] it to J(*1m«r)m rrpetUiiig. at the name 
tinw^ wliat Mrs. Williaiits had said. Tlis nmwrr was, 
" II H true. Sir, that she wroli? it Iwfore sht was ac- 
quainted with ni€ ; but »he hfl« not told you that I 
wrote it all over a^iii, ex*»|)t two linee." "The 
FouQtain5,t "* a beautiful little Fairy tule in prose, writ- 
teu with ex'|uinitc Mmplicity, is one of JohnsGiiV pro- 
ductions; and I cannot withhold frtim Mr^ Thralc the 
prai5€ of Ijcin^ the autliour of that admirable poem. 
■■ Tliu Thr*e Waniirtgsi-" 

Hi- HTotc this year a letter, not inturdcil foi' pnhliea- 
ticn^ which ha^, perhaps, as strong marks of his wniimrnl 
and style, n« any of his conipo*it Jo«*. The ori^nal is in 
my possession. It is addressed to the late i^Ir. William 
DrunimoDd^ liookM-^ller in Edinburgh, a gentteman of 
{^ood family, but small estate, who took arms for iho 
hinist' ijfStuJirt in 1715; aiid durinj^ hin cum-ealmcnt ia 
Ijondoii till UiL- act of general jjardon came vui, olitiiin* 
cdth<?aci|uaiutimcrof Dr, Johnson, who juslJye>t(i:iiied 
him aa a very worthy man. It st'ems, sonic of the 
menihers of U»e u)cJcty in Scotland for propagating 
Chriilian knowlod^' ha<l opposed the scheme of tranvhit- 
ing the holy scriptures into the Erse or Gaelic langna/;!?, 
from political om^iderattoa!* of Uic disnd^'nntogc <S 
keeping up the distinction between tlie I lighlaiidcrs and 
the other tnlwhUanlA uf North-Britain. Dr. Johiuon 
l«ing infonnH of this. I suppof;e by Sir, DT\jmmotid» 
wrote with a generous indignation a» follows : 



TO MR, U'lLI-lAM DKUMUONO. 



ii 



SIR. 




** I Din not expect to hear that it could be, in an a»* 
sembly convi-ni'xl for the propagation of Christian know* 
ledge, a f|UL-»tion wlKther any ivittnn uninittructed in 
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TvJigion ^iiiuli) receive in&tniclion ; or wticrllitrr that in- 
atrucUon should Iw imjvarted to them by n traiBlalion 
of the holy hooks mlo thriroivn Isvgitsif^. Ifolj^dteace 
to the will of God be necessary to h£jpi>incHi, and know- 
ledge of his will be neceseary to obedience, I knovr not 
how he U)»t tiHthhold* Ihia knowledge, or di-lavs it, ean 
be mid to love his ncfj^hboiir as himself. Ho, that 
voluntarily n.TntJtiueH ignorance, is guilty of all fhe 
rriint^ which i^orancx* prtxliires ; as to liini tlnit shotdil 
extinguish the ta|w?rs of a light-house, might justly be 
imputed the calamities of shipwrecks. Christianity Is 
the higlK'st perfection of huniarnly : and as no man U 
g;oodbut aa he wishes the good of others, no mancnn be 
good in the highest dfifrcc, v-ho wishes not to others tho 
largest measures of the ^^rcatcst good. To omit for a 
year, or for a dny, the mast rflicfieions method of ad- 
vancing Chrifttianity, in compliancr with an^ purp^jscs 
that terminate on this aifle of the g^rave. is a crime of 
which I know not th;it Uie world has yrt had an ex* 
«ut[Je, exi^ept in the pnuctice of tlieplanleraof Amerieii, 
11 race of Tnortid< whom^ 1 »U|ipun^, do other ninn wishes 
to resemble. 

" The Papists have, indeed, denied to the kity the 
use of the Bible ; hut this prohil^Jtion, in few places now 
very rigorously enforced, is defended byarpimcnts. n hich 
have 0^ tiieir foiindatii>i] tfiv caix' rif snulx. To o)M<'itn% 
upon motives merely |>oliticai, the light of rrveliilionj is 
a pror(i<T rt-MT^-rtl for the reformed; and, surely, the 
blackest midnight of popery U meridian tunshine to 
such a relbrmation. 1 am isot very willing that any lan- 
guage should be totally e:(tin^i&hed. The similitude 
and derivation of lan^i^es afford the mo«t indubitable 
proof of the tradudion of nations, and the genealog^y of 
mankind. They add oAen phy»if id cvitainty to hi<itori<'^l 
cvidentr; and often «opply th^^ onlyevidenoeof ancvent 
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wignXionSt and of the rrvolutions ot ages which lefL no 
written monnmenU behiitil Uiem. 

*' Kverjr mairs opinions, fit least hU desires, are uUttW 
iafluenc^ by bU Javourit^ ttu(lie». My ^eal for Isji* 
gwige» may seem, perha|ki« rather ovcr-bcated, cvcu t« 
tbooe by whom l ilcwrc to l>o well c^lecinetl. To those 
who hare nothing in their thoughts but Inide or ]>o]icyv 
prcacDt power, or pti»«iit inoiiey* I »hoiiJd not tliink ifc 
mcem/aj to defend ray opinions ; but with mrn of h^ 
ters I would not UDwlUinj^y ronqkound. by wishing (he 
CDntinuaoce of every lan^uafife^ howi*ver narrow in ita 
extent, or however incommodious for common purpose^ 
till it is reposited in some versioD of a hnovro book, that 
>il may he always hercaAer examined and compared witb 
other lai^m^j, and (hen permitting its disuse. Fof 
this purpoae, the tnitiKlation of Uir Biblr in nwtt to be 
deartd. It W not oertaiD that the sBtnv method trill mit 
preserve Ow Hij^hlaud liui^o^, for the purpot^cs of 
learning, aod abolish it IVom daily use. When the Higl> 
landers read tlie Bible, they wiU nnttjr&lty wixh to haw 
its obscuntJe£ deai^ed, and to ko/ofw tJio history, colla- 
teral or (hppendauL Rnowletlf^ olt^avd desires incre^e; 
it is like fire, wbich miot first be kindled \ty some ex- 
lemal agenU but wbidi will aflcrwards piopAg-atcitadC. 
Wben they once dKr^ire to h-mm, they will uuturaJly bavi 
recoune to the nearest language by which that desiro 
can be gratified ; aod one will tdl ano<}>er tliat if bt 
nrould attain koowledf^, be roust karm Eoghsb. 

'* This specuLatiun may, periiapi, be thought morn 
sobtb than the grossoctt of real life will easily adiniL 
Let it, however, be remembered^ that the efficacy uf] 
i(iioriuioe has long been trird, axkd has not produced thf 
€Oiuci|ueuee expected. IM knowledge, therefor^-, take 
iu imra ; and let (lie patrons of privatiuii stand awhila 
aitd admit the operation of positive principlea^ 
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"" You will be pleaded, Sir, to nature the worthy man 

who IS emi^ynl in the new traniiUtHm,^ that he hss 

my whhn for his sticcr^; and if hrre ox at Oxford 1 

cun b(? uf uiiy itse, that I ^hall tliiult it more than honour 

to promote hta undettftkinj^. 

■* I nm sorry thst I delayed so long to write. 

" r jun. Sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 

' JokMenVcovrt, Fk«4-3trtet» " Sav< Jorniion" 

Auf^. 13. 17W. 

The (^>|ioneDts of this pious scheme beings ntOidc 
nfaafned of thtrir ojniluct, the bcnerolcnt undertaking 
was aUoived to go on. 

The foUowio^ letters, though not Miittcn till the 
if ftftcr> being chiefly upon the same subject, are here 
hvciled. 

•• TO MR. WILLIAM DltUMWOND, 
" DEAR sni, 

" That my Jetter should have h«d guch effects a» 
Ijwt mention, ^ve« me ^^reat pleasure. I hope you do 
not Antter mc by Imputing to me more i^ood than I Imve 
really done. TTiosp whom my ar^^umcnts have pen^und- 
ed to change their opinion, ihcw such mode^y and can- 
dour as deserve great praise. 



> Th« Rev. Mr. John rumpbell. Miniitcr <t( :h« fanth of Ktppca, 
ntnr ^iiTlmj;, who luxi 1*Ulr favoured mc nilh a ionji^. Lnltlii^mt, 
■crl vrry obliging l«uer upon l^it worfc. malcalhc foUowtng r^noHi . 
*' Dr. Johnson hw ftlludcti to the irorlhy atar ctaploy^ in tlie Imnn- 
htion of the New Te-tminenL Might not this lin*c ntTontH you an 
opportunrlj of payb^ * proper tnbute of rcsipect lo the it]i-ni»fy of the 
,Bev. Mr. Jnm« SrunrI, late Mmintet of hillir, ilUiici^J'hfd hy hii 
-ttahicni l*kly. Lcuoidg, uid T*»cc, Thr amiable ainpliciiy of Iii» liCt, 
Itit warm )ien«vokr]cc, hia initr-fniij^^Mc and nucccuful cttnbni for 
.nviljfing nnl iaiporing the Pamh of whidi be wai MlDuftcr Jur up* 
r*uik of fifty rem, entitle him lo the jBTatituda oi hi* cfMBtry, a«i 
the vrnrTntioE) of «]1 ^ond nien. It rntalnly i*imld be ^p^. if noch 
AchJkriclet ihouU Lc pcrnuiud ta *inU iuto oblivion." 
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I hope tbe worthy tnui^ator goes diligently fonvan). 
He bnsa Itiglicrr rcvrord id prospect than any lioiiourv 
vrhidi this world can Lettow. 1 wU}% I could lie use- 
ful to him. 

" The publication of n\y letter, if it could be of use 
in a cau«o to which all oiIht causes ore nothing, I should 
not prohibit- But first, I would have you to consider 
vhctUcT the publicutiwi will reaUy do any good; next, 
whether bj printing and distributbg a very smoJl num- 
tier, yoii may not attain uW tFintyou propiMe; and. what 
pertiaps I r^hciuht havr s»ifl first, whetiier Ihr Ifttrr, 
which I do not now perfectly remember, be fit to be- 
printed. 

■^ If you can consult Dr. Robertson, to whom I am a 
little known, I &liall be saU^fied about the propriety of 
wliutercr he shall direct. If he thinks tlmt it ^uld 
be printed, I entreat him to ivrise it i thcie may, per- 
liap, lwM>ute negligent linen wnttfii, aiul whatever tA 
amisH^ lit kiiowft very *ell how to ret.-tiry/ 

*' Be pleawd to let me know, from lime to time, how 
thij* excellent design goes forward. 

** ^Make my compliment to young Mr Drummondp,^ 
whom I hope you will live to sec such as you dedre him. 

*' I have not lately seen Mr, Elpliioston, but believe 
him to l>e prwpcTOLia. 1 .''hall be gljxl to hear the Hane 
^kfyou, for 1 am. Sir, 

^ Vour affectionate humble servant, 
- JohaiOd-i-cmirt, Fk<1-Mrt«l, *' SaM, JOHKaON/" 

Aprn3i,ne7. 

TO THE lU3d£*, 

"I RETUBNED thia week from the country, after 

^ THW pan^ph khvwA Jobntofi'* v«al <«tinatjon of the cbvMtvr 
aai abiUUn o/ the t«lcb«lfii S<o<iiit HkiwUin, htmwnr llghtlyt bl 
a Moment of caprice, br mar ^ar^ tfoktn of bb *)<k*. 
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anabscnccofncarsixmontlis^And found your letter with 
m^ny ©then*, which 1 shoukl hav*: njiswcrrd w>oiwr» if 
I liad KooiKT vven them, 

" Dr. Robertson'* opinion was wirt'ly ri^lit. Men 
should not be lold of the faultfi v'hich they have mend- 
cd> I ATn ^'lad the old language U taught, nnd 
honour the trnnsUtor, a» a man whom Cod has db- 
tmpjishcd hy thchighofSccof ^o|Migatin£hl.H wurd. 

*' I must titke the? lihertj ofcngag^n^ }ou in an office 
ofch^nty. Mr». Ilwly, the wife of Mr. He^'Ij', who 
had lately some office in yoartht?atre J is my near relation, 
and now in great distress. They wrote me word of their 
situaliGn wme time ago, to which [returned them an 
answer which raised hopes of more than it 19 proper for 
mc to give them- Their representation of their aifairs 
1 have ducovered to be such as cannot be trustnl : 
anj nt this distance, th<»ugli their case itniiniv^ ha^te, F 
know not how to act. She, or herdau^'htcrs, may lie heard 
of at Canongate Head, t must beg, Sr, that you wJU 
encjuire afler them, and lei me know what islo be done. 
I am willing to go to ten jiounds, nnd will transmit you 
such a sum, if upon examination you find it likely 
to be of use. If the)' are in immedijite want, advance 
them wJiat you think proper. ^Vhat I could do, I 
would do for the woman, having no great reii^un to pay 
much regard to lleely himself.^ 

" I Ijtiicvc you may receive Kome intelligence from 
Mff, Baker, of tin- theatri', whose letter I received at 
the same time with yours : and to whom, tf you see her^ 
jou will make my excuse for the teeming neglect of a»- 
aweriog her. 

■^Thi* U the pcrtooPoncCTning whom Sit John Hiiw1ttn«haAthroim 
oat Ttr/ uiivru-rai^uble tcflcctjoiu both agaioAt Dr. John^oa and Mr. 
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" Whatever you advance within ten poumis shall be 

immHiatfly rcCuiDed to yini» or ]>iud ^ you shall ordrr* 

I txust whi>Uy tu your jiKlgUH-nt. 

I am. Sir, &oc, 

•' to^oo, Mifimm't Cowl, n«t. « SaM. JodnsOW * 

ttracl,Ckt.£4, 1767. 

Mr, Culhlx'rt Shflw," nlikc iTi«tmgui»h(Ml by hi< g«*| 
iiiu*, mUfortunes, and mi«candutl, puMi>ihed tiiU year' 
ft poem, call<*d " The Raccj liy Kf<,TCijnii> Sjiur, Esq' 
in which be vrhimsJcoUy made the Jiving poets of Eng- 
land contend foi" |>rc-oniioeQce of fame hy runmug : 

"Pfore by ih«irhf<U chepnwcuof tbehcad-" 
In thistporm th«T« was the ToUowing portrait of Jobnaoai 

'* H«K Johiuon eom«*t'--QDbU«t mit oaiiKu^ gntCt 

** Hb ngti munlH lUiinp'il ujinn ha fncp. 

* \t1»tk ttrtmg cmt^cptions Mmg^h in hn bnim ; 

•' (For e«'n **« in brmglit la lird with pftio :> 

■■ To viffw hirOf pOrt«ni *nh their load* would mbI, 

" And babn cILug Iriuhicil U> ibr ouhcil^ bfvttat. 

*^ U^dh loci* connjli'ii he rogiri in potnpvtK tinii^ 

** And, tike ID oiifr^ Ikm. ilkftin hM mane. 

*'nt nine. *(lh iwrout «fvclc, mb<t neVr haa leea, 

** AUF^chinMn wittim trniblr a tnii-D, 

*' Lh-btfiDf v^mImt ihry tliaM staj ot run, 

** Virtoir slc|D Torth vidchunubJia for hrrMn. 

" Wi* genll« »pc«ch nlif imrrii liim nf « to jkfd, 

"NoTiUin h'n ^lorirt inl^r (kmbifil fivld: 

" Bm wnpi EA conscitMn vrorth, c<;ntcrn nit dnfm, 

*' Sim I-'anc. ttwilIvij h'n vtiioun pUu lo crcms, 

" Tb04js^ forc'd ba procni cUtm lodiMvofr, 

** HnrI lOfig rrvprvd aohoplct for hitbiriv. 

•* H* bovrv, dbcn ; tea rirac «hnTI fifit ti^ivr, 

" Cr« Johiwon «uy, nUca Virtue bid* rttire." 

Tb£ boDourablc Thoniod Herv^y' and hb lady having 

*6c«ft«Bcinunt oflMmia tbc Euruptan M«gutn«. Jul 17B£. 
*(T^tHoManUtT1wnulUnr«r.i*h«t kttcr to Sir Utoni 



Muu ^S.] 



n». JOHKSOH- 



35 



unhappily disii^ceJ, mid bcin{* about to KiparatCf John- 
son inteiferwl as thrii frit-iiii, and wrote him a letter of 
expovtubilujiir whidi I have not been aide to tind ; tiuL 
the substanct- of it U asccrlaincd by n letter to Johnaoa 
in answer to it, which Mr Hervey printed. Thf iia:«- 
sion of this cor rci^KJndence between Dr. Johnson and 
M\\ Harvey, was thjs rt^iitcd to me by Mr. Beauclerk. 
" Tom Hervcy hod a gi'cat Likini; for Johnson, and iu 
his will had Left him a legacy oF tiAy pouoda. One day 
he Aaid to me, ' Johoaon may want this money now* 
more Uinn iifl('rw<in^*i, I luiv(; a mind to give it him 
din*ctly. Will you hv so gatxl as to carry a fifty 
pound note firom me to him ?' This I positively refuii'd 
to doi a« he mif^ht, porhapti, have knocked me down for 
insulting' iiim, and have alterwards put tlic note in his 
pocket. Hut 1 said, if Hcivey would write him a let- 
ter, and endow a fitly pound note. 1 should take care to 
deliver it. He accordingly did write him a lettci', men- 
tioning that he WAS only paying a legnry a little sooner. 
To his letter he lidded, ' P. & / am going to part with 
my tvi/c* John^n tiien wrote to hJin^ ^ayiii^ nothing 
of the note, but remonstrating with him a^n^t parting 
with his wife-" 

AVhen I nK-ittioned to X^hn^on Ihi;; stoiy, in as deli- 
cate tcrm5 as 1 could, he told me that the lifiy jkoniid 
note wa5 j^iven to Iiim by Mr. Hervry in canuderation 
of hin having writt^-n iW him a pamphlet againat Sir 
Cbarlen Hanlmry Witliam^, who,3Ir. Heiioy imagined^ 
WH% Iht- art hour of an attack u]ion him ; but that it 
was afterwards discovered to be the work of a garreteer, 
who wrote- The IqoI:" the pamphlet* therefore, agninet 
^ Charles was not printed. 

Uunitr in 174-2. im much r^ml at ihai tmc. He vni the sfcond 
flonuf Jotip, ih^ AniKirlof Ilriitol. and one jfihr bn>th<iiof /olip- 
son'iMrW friend, lUnrj Ilrrvty. He mnrrinlin 17-14. Annr, daagh- 
ter of Prnndt Coughlan, Itaq. unti died Jau. ^>, J 775. M*ii>n«,) 
TOL. JJ. D 
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In Frfjrutry^ 17^7, then* hrtppe:w<l GDC of lh« most 
iTfn&TkabIc incidonts of Johnson's hft^ whicli gratHicd 
his m^JTarchicnl cmhu^^iasm. nnd which he loved to relate 
with nil its circinii^lRncw, Mh(^n rei|iKTflli-d hy ]m friciuls. 
The* was his hrin^ honoured hy n pTi\Tite conrersatian 
with his Maje*lv in thr Hhrury nt the Queen's hotii^^. 
Hf hnd finjiiiTitly vUitrd thrwr K|)1cndid niom?, and 
n^hte collection ofbooke/ which Iw used lo say wa* more 
ntrmeroiij and ciirioiLf than he supposed any pervon cnidd 
have mode in the lime which the Kinj^ had employed. 
A(r. Bnrnftrd, the lihranin^ took care tliat he should 
hBTc every accommodation that coold contrihuteto hifl 
e**e ard convenience, while indul^^n^^ hh liter^if^' lu*U? 
in that place : so thitt he had here a rcry n^rrccflble ri*- 
sovrcr at Icifarr houn*. 

His ^Iaje?ty liavhif;^ been informed of his oceAsional 
visit?, was pleased to sic^iify a desire that he shoidd be 
told when Dr, Johnvin cami^ next lf> the library* Ac- 
cordinclr, the next time that Johnson did come, as soon 
OS tie was fairly en^aj-ed with a book, on whic^. while 
he mi hy tJie firr, he >ermed fjinte inirnt, 31r, B.^m«rd 
stole round to the Hpartment where the Krig wa*. ?ind, in 
ol>edience to his Ma^efly'« commands, mentioned that 
[>r. Johnv>n wss tlwn in the library. His Majesty *aid 
lie H'a-H at leisure, tind would ^o to him : upon which 
Mr. Bamard took one di' the candles that stood on the 
King's tabk.and lif^hled hln Majestj' tbrouf^h a suite of 
roomv, till tht^ eame to a |Kivnti' door into the liliraryt 



1 Dr. Jo^amm ttad llie hoaaur of comribui^g bit aawtancr ia- 
vmWU file fnrinntion of tSit Ubiby; for 1 Iatc rod » loajc 1«ttcr^' 
TfOtt bia to M^ 0aratr<]> s^rirg the mo&l dioMeily rnitrunionk aa*i 
tte vtk^wtfL 1 mtktd much lo ba*Q f^mu&ci ay rtg4f«i 
tt« Hntad af thii IfMr, a*d haT« nanon to think ihat hi* 
vmU hM« Imm givioudy pUunl to ptmit iu piibiioaitiw; 
Mr. Bm«m4i itt vAom I nfi^Ueil, dicbn«d il " oa Ui a«n accouat^* 
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offrhich his AfaJMty held the key. Being entered, Mr, 
Bdniarrl Pepped frjnmrc! hitsttly to Or. Johrttton, who 
vnt still in n pmffmnd study, andwhb]Krcd Wm, "* Sir, 
here is the King/ Jahii^ion started uji, and stood stilL 
His Majesty npproachecl litm, Ami al rmrr wa« niurt«* 
misty easy * 

Hi« Alajeftty began by ob^teTviniif, that he undenttood 
he carne Kometime« to the liljmry ; and then nientioninff 
liis har Jn^ heand that the Doctor had been lately at Ox- 
ford, ashed him if h<! was not fond of gDJng thither- 
To which Johnson answered, that he was indeed fond 
of gtiug to Oxford sometimes, hot was likevrifv glad to 
eome bfick afrnin, 'Hie Kiirg then n«k(*d him wlud tliey 
were doin^ ^t O^cford. Johnson answered, he coald 
not much commend thvir dtUf^'ence, hut that in some 
Inspects they were mended^ for they bad put their prcs9 
under better regulations, and were at lliat time print- 



■ Tbe pMtitulHn of ll>» cuDrrnnlion I hure htva m grvni palm t9 
C0l]<«1 with the utmcMt ouChoiiti<itj', from i>r. Johnu>n s own dcUU 
w mytrlft rft>ni Mr. l^nj^Ttin wKowHn ]HYkent when he gnv« nn iic- 
count of il to Df- Joii-'ph Whrttin, und i^v^ral oiLci fricnclN ai Sir 
Jwhti* Reynold*'* : from Mr DnrnnH ; ftotn the copy of n letter irrit- 
Mn bf ihc late Mr. Sirahan. the priottr* to ^hopWatburton : and 
ftaoi a iBinvic» the original of Khich ii nAong the papcn ol tlia lat# 
Sir JiuttK* CaIlI^iII, and m <tj(ry uf whij^li »u illljhI. L)t>li^iti|-Ly oliluin* 
<d for mc from tiU *on Sir John f'aldwcll, by Sir Krinoh Lumm, To 
ftll ifivac grntlcmrn 1 be^ Imvc In ni>lc tnv ^irM ncknoM^Jgr- 
nenti. and pnrticulnrlf to Sti FrATicu Lumm, who no* p1t«M4h» 
take m grett deal of iiuubl^; nticl tfivn luul ihe minutr laid bvfbre the 
King by LoTTi CAermanheUi now Uukc of Lnccda, then one of hU 
Hajniy's Principd Srcrpuii™ fif Sulc, whonnnonnrpd tc» Sir Krui*-!* 
the Itoyal plciuiirc ronccTninL; it by n IcEtCft in ibcst ni^nlo [ "I 
hOTp thB King'H commnnda io ustm yoa. Sir, hon «kui1>Ic hji Ma* 
jartf n of your attcnliun ia commuoicniiDg the minute of ihctfonirrr* 
«aiioQ pieviotu lo iu publiculion, Aa there app<i*n no objcctDD ta 
your complying villi Mi. BtHndl'v «iihr« hit the Hubjcct« you tut u£ 
fdl liberty lodeliwrU to ihit i;«nUtEn&n, lo moke >uch luvofin hiA 
UAr of Dr. Ji^nMKi, m b< any ihink proper,*' 
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lug Polybius, He was then askcvl whether them were 
better liiirurios at Oxford or Cambridge- He ansuxri^dri 
he believed the Bodlemn was larger than any Ihcy bad 
at Cacilrriilge ; Eit the some time adding, " I hoj^e* 
whether we have more books or not than they have at 
Ca]nbnd^\ wc shall make o^ good use of them a.^ lliey 
do-" Being asked whcthci- AH-SoiiU or (limt-Churt'h 
library wa* the larjj^tt lie aD?>wered^ " AU-Soul 
library is the Jarget^l we liavc, except the BmlkHan.'*^ 
" Ay, (said the Kincr,) that ts the publick librar}.' 

His Majesty fiKjoired if he was* then writing any tbin^. 
He atuwcTcd, he was not, for he bad p>^"lty well told^ 
the ivorld nhat he kiicw^ and mvtat now rcad to acquim. 
more knunW^'. Tlie King, jih it ^)tOlJld 9txn\ with 
view to HT^ him to rely oii hi^ own stores as an ongi< 
nal writeTr and to continue biti labuurt, tlien said " I 
not think you borrow much from any body/' Jahnxoai 
Baid, be thought he had aiivady done hia \>iut as a wri- 
ter. " I should ha%'e thou^-ht 50 too, {aaid the l^in^,) h 
you bad not written so wclJ/' — Johnson observed to me, 
upon tbiiii, tfiat " Xo man could have paid a handsomer 
cookpUuJCRt; aitd it Wic-i fit tttr h Kiit^ to fmy. Tt wiift^ 
deciaive/' Wlieti »Hk«*d Uj ^iiKitbcr frii-Dd^ nt 8tr Jt 
Reyii(ild>;\ whether he made any reply to this high 
coDTiplioientr he an£werc<Ij " No, Sir. When the Kioj 
bad luiid itr it was to bo so. It was not for me to bandy'J 
civiJities with my Sovcrc^,*' Perhaps no man wh( 
had spent hia whole life in courts could Iiave <tbew-n 
mort nice and di^^ihed wnse of tim^ pii1iteni^« ihan]^ 
JohiMon did in thi-s instance. 

Hi« Afaje^y having ubverved to him that he sujiposed 
he must have n^ud a great deal : JohnfiOD ansi^ ered^ that 
he thought more ihan he rwul ; that lie had n-od a grvnt 
deal in iho early part of his life, but havinj^ fallen into 
ill health, lie had Dot been able to read rutich, com|mred 
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wJUi others : for iiiftUuKe) he said he had not read jnucli> 
comjwrod tritb Ur. Warburtcii. Upon which the Kin^ 
flaid. tlmt he beard Ur<\Varburton was a man of ^cTi j^e- 
nenil kntmU-d^t-, that yuu ci>tild scarce talk witJi him ou 
Mtiy KubjrcL on wtil^rh hi- wm* not ipialified in .>«jKak : and 
th;il hii:U-niini>^ivsrriiblcdGaiTick*siicl!t>g, 111 lUimiver- 
wility.^ His ifajesiy then talked of the coniroversy 
betn'e&D Warburtoii nii<l Luwth, irtuch he seemed to 
jiAve read, and a^lccd Johnson what he thought of il- 
Johii54>ii nnsw'cred " Warhurton has most general* most 
AcboUulic learning ; Lovi'th is Ihc more correct Miholar. 
I do not kiwnr wh'idx of thcni calls names bcit/' The 
"King" was pleased to say be wju of the ^anic opinion ; 
adding, '' Vmi do not think then, TV- Jobn^^on, that 
tliere wati much argument in the caec/" JobittM^n waid, 
lie did not think Uwii; was- ** Why tntl^s («aid the 
King,) when once it coineft to calling' namei, iifgument 
bjirctty well at an end." 

Hi^ Majcjfty thv-n a^kcd him nhnt in: thougbi of 
)rd I^ytteJton's history* which wm thin just (jtiUUshed. 
lohnaon said, he thought his style pretty good, but that 
>ie bad hlaiuird Hiiiiy tj^e Second ralhci' too much. 
Wbjr, (muI thr King,) th»*y svldnni do thc<e things 
"by hrtlvra," " No, Sir, (answered JohnKuii,) nut lo 
Kings." But fearing to be misunderstood, he proceeded 
to <>}C|itain hini»clf ; and immediately Mihjoined, *•■ Tliot 
fbi Uio«c who }j|>okc worse of Kings than they deserved^ 
he could And no excuse ; hut that he could more ca±dly 
conceive how some might 5|>cak better of them than 
they deserved, without any ill intention ; for, as Kings 
had much in their |>ower to gi^e, ihoM? who were favour' 



'The BiMTcrend Mr. Strahaii clearly rccntkcb hAvinj; been told 
Johnwn, that Ihe Kln^ obicrvL^d thui l'i»|n.' mjiifr- WArhurton a 
Bi«hop. "Trut. Sir. t'O'd JijUnmnil bui \SWbuitoii did more ftw 
Pupr ', Iw mmlc him a ChmiiAn : " onurlin^, no doubt, la hU ingf* 
tkioMi comment* gn the " Easny on M»n/' 
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cd by thcro would frequently, from graiitude, cxt^crate 
their pralfica : ami a^ this procccdinl from a ;;ood motive* 
it wm$ c^eftuiiil}' c-\cu»al)le, as fsr i* errour coiild be «x* 
cnsabtc;' 

The King thru flnked bim what he thought of Dl! 
HilK Johruon answered, Uiat he: wa?t nn ifi^niouft 
man, but hftd no vcmcity ; and immnliatcly metitioncdj 
Am an instance of it, an assertion of that wrilcr, that he 
had 9cen ijhjccHt roa^ihed to a rauch pieatcr di^prcc by 
nrnng three or four niicraacnpcs at a time than by usuig 
one. " NoWf (added Johniofut every one acquainted 
witii ntk-roM-opt^ kutnrK. that l)u- »oi^ of tltaiii he looks * 
through, th^' Ira* tJ»c ubfcvt wUl lappenr.'' " Why, (i^ 
fUid the Kin^,) this is not only tcUint; an untruth, but 
tdttng it cluni&ily ; for, if that be thv* otAe, every one 
who can look through a microscope will be able to de- 
tect him." 

*' I now. (said .Tohnson to hU friends, when relating 
what bad |vu(M*d,) liegan Ui ntnsitlrr ihiit 1 won dr[ire( i*' 
attng thin man in the eatimation of Iuk So%'ereign, iind 
liiijiij^ht il was time forme to my M>inrthiii^ that might 
be more favourable/' He added, therefore, that Dr. HID 
wwt, iiotwitlutanding, a very ctirioti^ olwerver ; and if 
be vrould liave been contented to tell the world no more 
than he knew, be might hare bt^-n a wr^' conaidenUe 
mant and iK^ed not to have rcconrAc to Hich mean g^ 
pedients to raise his reputation. 

Tl^e King then talkii) «f literary journals, meMtioneA, 
partivvlaHy the Jottmal dew Saram. and asked Jnhi 
•on if it was well done. JobnM>n aald, it was formerlj 
very well done, and gave aome noeotmt of tlio fieraona 
wbo began it, and c-arried it on for !>ome years : enlaig* 
ii^ at the aaQ)c time, on tl»c nature and use of audi 
woriu. Tlie King asked him if it was wdl done noar, 
Johnaon anawm.'d, lie liaci no reaaon to thank tJiaL it was. 
The King then asked him if then? were any other lit^ 
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mr^ joiirnjiLt p<tfitT?J)«-il in thi:& kin^&imi, r%ccpt the 
M(N2thly aod CntJcnl Reviews ; ant) an \itdn^ answered 
there wa* no other, hb AfajestT asked whicli of ilM-m 
v&K the hvtt : Jolmson aii»rt-i'e<1, that the iVronthly R«- 
l|ie«' was done nitli most rare, ibc C^ritical upon t!ie 
bc«l principles ; adding that the authoiirs ot tbc Monthlj 
Keview were cncmiirs to rhi: Churrlj. This the King 
4ai(i he was si»rrj to htiir. 

Tht conrunetlon iieiit turned on llie Phitosophicsl 
TrutnctiDntf, vrh«ti JoJiii«on abM*TT«d that thi^j Inui 
tio«^ a better method of arrrm^inf^ their mAtcrlaU- than 
fonocrly. ■* Ay, (said the Kin^,) thi^ are ohli^*^ to 
Or. Johnson for that :*' for hia Majesty had hciird and 
remembered the circumatance, which Jnhnsim himself 
had iorgot. 

llck MiijtHly exjiremcsl n <lp«ir^ tit liAVf- Ihi^ litentrj 
bio^a}>h) of this countrr uld^ rx4^cuteiU and |mj|iined 
to Or. Johnson to untWttiki- it. JohnHon vigrutied hi» 
rendhuTsa to comply with his Majesty's wUhcr 

During; the whole of thin intervien% Johnson talked to 
his Majesty vith profound iv«|K'Ct, hut stiU in hitt fifftt 
maiily manner, with a sonorous voice, and oercr in that 
niihdued tone whidi la commonly u,Hecl at the Icrec and 
in the drawing-rooni. AfW th« King wiclidrcw, John- 
son shfWttl hint»*lf highlv jil«i?*e<i with his M.ijes*y*s 
oonvcrsation, «nd grnci4>ii« U^haviour, He wid to Mr. 
Buimrd. ** ^r, they may talk of the Kin^a^ tJiey ^iHi 
but ho is the finest jG;eDtlenKiD 1 have ever seen.** And 
he iincntfurdsolwcrrod to Mr. I^n^on, " Sir, hin man- 
ners ore those of aa fine a gentkinon a--> we may »ni>i)OAe 
Lrwn the Potirtrpntli or Charles the Svcond." 

At Sir Joshua Ueynokls*&, when? a eircic of Johnson's 
Inends wni oilkKrted round him to l>ear hi* account of 
Ibis memondjk convL'r»ilion, Dr. Josepli Warton, in liw 
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fnink mid livrl/ nuinncr, w» verj^ active in prc^ng 
tiini to mention the particubn. " Coim> now, ^r, thii 
13 an interesting matter ; do favour rs vith it-" Johnfton, 
with great good humour, complied. 

[k' told them, '* 1 found his Majesty wUhcd I should 
talk> and I made it my busincsa to talk. I find it docf- 
a man good to l)e talkctl to [>y hb Sovcrct^rn, Jn the 
fii^t place^ a man nnnnnt be in a pa«ion*— ," Mere 5ome 
i|uestion intomiptetl liim. whidi is to Ijt regretted, af 
he certainly would have jwHiitod out atid illu^trnttd 
many circumstances or advnntn^, from l>eing in a 
fttuatton, wliere the fkowers of the miod are at oncc 
exeitcd to vigorous cxertkiD, and tcinjwrcd by reveren- 
tial awe. 

Durix^ all the time in-which Or. Johnnon was ciri' 
ptofed in relating tn l}ii< rirtle nt Sir JikLiih Reynolds^ 
thr pnrtictdars of nlutt pessed between the King nnd 
Irim, Dr. Coldsmttb remained immoxed upon a sofa at' 
some diatanci.% uflocting not to join In the least in tlio 
6ag«r curtofiiy of the company. Me a^j^ed ^ a rea-< 
son for his ^loom and seeming tnatlentioci, tltat he a|^ 
prchendcd Johnson bad rcJinqtiishcd hl^ purpose oi' fuiw 
jtiftlun^- him i^ith » Frcdopieto hi» play, with thebi 
-of whidi be hod been ftattcrcd : but it wa.% strongly ;hj»>j 
pnrled tbat he was fretling wiib rhuirnii and erivy at 
the singnlar bonour Dr. Johnwii b^u! lately enjoy»i. 
At leogtli, the frankoesB, and sim]TlieJty of hi» natural 
character prevailed. He f^prung from ilie sofa, advaiiet^d 
to Johnfon, and in a kind itt'lluttcr. from ima(;ininj7 
bimself in the nituatioa which lie hadju»t iH^n Iwanng 
(le(icrilx"d> ntdBimcd. '* WdL yo« acquitted yourtcK itf 
ibii eoTiver>alion better than I ;sliou1d have done ; for I^ 
>hould bavi* Ivoued and stammerL^I tliniu|;h the wbulfi 
of it/' 
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I remved no letter fis>m Johnson this yenr : nor have 

I discovered anj of tlw corrcapottdcnce* ha hed^ cxoetrt 

the two letters lo Mr. Dniinmond, Mlikh have been 

insfrriei), for Ihc soke of connection witli tbut to 

the anine gentleman in 1766. Hm diary affords 

no lig'Itt a^ lo liiK <'it]j)Icivincnt nt Uiis tirti'. He |m«5^t'd 

thrcv months nt f^fchfield:^ and I cnmiot inml ;ni 

fltTectini^ and solemn scene There, as related by himself; 

"Stindny, Oct- 18, 1767- YetieMay, Oct, 17, at 

about ten In the morning. ! took my Ic^ave for ever of 

my dear old friend, C'athanne Chfiniberi, who came to 

tire with my mother about ]7*4<, and hu5 been but 

h'ttle fiarted fmin wa \h\ce. She huriird my fatherj 

my hrcither, and my mother. She i» now fifly-eigbl 

year* old, 

'* I desired all to witlidravr^ then told het that we 
were to part for e^'er; that as Christians wc should 
part with prayer; and that 1 would, if she was willinfr, 
«ay a short prayer beside her. She expret»»eil great 
dcsiiv to hear me ; and held up her pooi' hands, as she 
lay in Ixrd, with f,'reat fcivour, uhik I |irayed, kneeling 
t»y l«-r, nearly in thr rnllnuiKg' wnnl-i : 

" Almigltty and most merciful Father, wlnisc Inrin^ 
ktndnesa 1« over all thy work^, behold, vidt. and I'eli^ve 
Ibis thy servant, who ia crieved with sickm*!. Grant 
that the sense of her wcakne«» may add fttreng-th to her 



' It It f Kif f r \wrt tft menti'ic^ thni when t speak or liU rArruipmi- 
ilfBct, I ton«irJcr it inclcfKitdcnt ttf the vcrluminouB culTct'tiun of Ict- 
i*ra tvhi^K, in the foant of mAay ytar^i, h* wmlr to Mrt. ThmEr, 
which forma n Bcparale pArl of hia worki . axid u a proof of i^c ^'g^ 
cttlmntxtn t^C en nny thing xvhiHi cmric Frun hUpvnt witt«o1d by thut 
Iwly for tlic num of fivt hujultvd poundi^ 

• Hn hit letter to Mr. UrummonJ, cIkIM Oct. «*. I7l?7, he awtw 
tiOQt ihnl ht hud nrrivptl in LoniL^tr. ufirr un Hb»ciKr, of hcmIj' m 
tntafki, in ih«C4}untry. I'robnLly purt oftUta uow wsiaiipcnt kl 0%- 
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scnousncsA to ne% repentaDOc. And grant 
thtfit hy die hv^n *if thy Ilolv Spiril. after the jwiim and 
labours of UiU >hitrt Ufe, ue nmy ttU obuiii eviTUtdiAg 
bBppini.-f;#, tbrotj^i Jkku.s Cimiirr <mr Lord^ for whose 
sake Ileal" our pruyert Amen. Our i&tbcr, 4;c, 

" i theu kis^^ii h^r S\ye told a%c that to purt ww$ the 
greatest jwiii Unit sli€ liad crer Mi, and that iiic hoped 
TC should nwct again in a Iwttci' place. 1 cxjvettcij, 
with f^cUed ty^B^ and gi^eat emotion ol tciidenieft!<» the 
same hojies. We kiML^d, anil parted, [ huinhly hope to 
iliirrt n^aiii, and to p>art do Diore.*' ' 

By thoBe who liave heeii tauf^ht to took upon JoliDr 
aoo w u man of a har%h and stern character, let tJiie 
tmder and atl^cdioDate mrene be eaiHlidly read ; and Jet 
them then judge whcUier more wannth of heart, and 
grateful kindnes*, is oRcd found in human nature. 

We liavc tlie fullowing iifilu^' in hU d(*viili<jn;d rt-rurd: 

** AugiwL 2, 17^7- I. have l>een disttirbi-d and un- 
settled for a loiij^ time, and have been without reei>lution 
to apply lo study or to hu&inew, being hindered by 
sudden tuatehe^.* * 

Hc» however, furnished Mr Adam* with a Dcdi- 
catioo * to tlie King of that ingenious gcntleman'fi 
" Treatise on the Globes" coiRcived and expressed in 
Aiuh a maimer a-> could not fail lo be very grateful to a 
Hoaardi, di^nifui^hed for \m love of the tidence& 

ThU year was published a ridicule of his stylCj under 
ihe title of - I^xiphanc^/' Sir John Hawkins ascribes 
it to Pr. Kenrick ; hut its aulhour won o<i<^ Catnp!>ellf a 
Scotch puiacr in the navy. The ridicule consisted in 
applying Johnaon'a " words of lar;^' meaning,*' to inaig- 
niriuint niattern, at if one sJimild (Nit the annour of 
Goliath ujKin a dwHrf. The Opntra^t miglit he tatfgh- 

^ PnijtT« nod Mcditfliiow. p, 77 and78> 
' I*nj«r» BAil MeditAiont^ p. 73. 
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ulilr; hut Um^ (ligiiilir of the armour must remain the 
ssmo in all consiilenite minds. This injiJicsous drollery, 
therefore, it may t.wiiy Ix' Kiip[M>u^d, could do no Imnii 
to its illustriotu object- 

**TO BENNKT LANGTOX, EB«. AT 31 II, ROTHWEIL'*, 
l*£2Ft'Mt:X, iN SEW BONU*yiK£E-r, LONDUX. 

** DEAR ftJII, 

■" That you have been all summer in LpOndcn is 
"We more reason for which I r^^rct iE>y bng stiiy jn the 
country, ! hope Uiat you will not leave the town before 
my return. Wc liove hinr: only the diance of vacancies^ 
in tlio passing carnages, and I have bespoken out that 
may, if It tiJ^peiiH, bi-ji^ me to tawn on tlie fouitcentli 
of tJiis month ; hul this U not ceiiain. 

" It wiU be a favour if you comniunieate tiiis to Mm. 
M'iUianis ; I long to tec ali my friendi. 
" I am, dear Sir, 

" Vour most huniblc servant, 
•' i-idjfitid Oct. 10, i7(W. " Sam- Johnson." 

It a[i|H;ar^ from bis note* of tlic state of hi& mlnd,'^ 
that he suffored great perturbation and diitraction in 
1768. Kolhin^ of his nritiii^ tvo* pven to the public 
this jtar, except the Prclofjiie* to hia fhond Gold?imUh'» 
comedy of ■* Tbc Good-natured Man," The first lines of 
tliia I*ro]ogue are strongly charoctcruLical of the dlTiinal 
gloom of Ijih miud ; which in his ease, as in the case of 
aD who are diMres^ed with the tame malady of imagi- 
nation, Iransfei-s to others lU own feeling;*. UTio could 
suppose il ii'fls to introduce a comedy* when Jlr- BeosJej 
lolemiiiy Jwgaii, 

" rrcM'd with iZie load of Ufti Iht irruy oicd 
"SurricT* ihcgcfirml to31 orhumnn kind." 

> Praycn and McdtLUkini, p. SI. 
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But this dark inbound mi^ht make GoldBmith's hu- 
tnoar shine Uic morc.^ 

In the xprin^ of this year, hiiving publialud 
'' Account of t^omcn, with ihc Journal of a. Tour t*' 
that lUand." I I'ctumcd to I^TiiInn, very c1<-f4iroiiK tn vi^e 
I>r Ji:il)nsaii, ami hi^^r him %i[nm thi* «ii1^ecc. I fcEind 
lie ivm At Oxfiinl, Hifh hU frii-nd 5fr- Chambei*^ who 
was now V inertan Professor, and lived hi N«iv Inn HnlL^ 
Havinf^ had no letter fVom him since that in which hi 
criticised tW T^tinity of my Thisi*, and having been- 
told by somebody that he was offended at my having^; 
put into my book an extract of hiA letter to me at Pariai 
I was impatient to be M-ilh him, and therefore fc»11»wedi 
him to OxfonI, where I was entt^rtained by Mr, Cbum-j 
hers, wUh a uvilUy whteh t idiull mer ^aU'Pully 
incmljon 1 found that Dr. Johnson had sent a letter to 
me to ScotUnd, iind that I had nothing: to comidain ofj 
hut his ticin^ more indiflcrcnt to my anxiety than I 
willed him to b(>\ instead offpving, uith tlic: circiim* 
stascea of time and place, such fruffmcnt?! of lii^ convci 
^'lation aa 1 preicr^ed dnring this vi-tit to Oxford, 1 ahaU ' 
ilnoK them togctticr in coiitiiiuation. 




* [In thii pniliv^r, m Mr^ Jahn T:Ly1of i^ifbrnu tn^, nA«r 
rourth Ijiic— " And Hociiil f orraw 1m<k half ibi pain,'* llic follovrinif 

" Ajnidtt tkt fait$ ^i^U rtturntng yMr 

" ir*PFi t/naiari itvi nahlri Uitrn io/rtr j [Ej ^:.'rl' •^' 

'* Our tillic bvil walii.^ul conffitaiiil mity thait 

"The t)v«tling «oxMnii cpid«atick cai*i" 

So the Prolcrieuv jipiwaifol m " llir Ptibtick AJvcrltHT." (tllC thc- 
dlfical gkttUa of hial Aty) loon aflcr Ihc 6nt irpmentit^tm of thU 
comtAy tn 176H,-»rfoiiUcaiih pratmbty ibnaf ht tlinl (tie lion piinte4 
iti It^ict <h»rtct«n< wtnch, ho^vver, Accm neceumiy, or at Imt 
idqmiwiJacwiaiF. ml^ht ptt nifcncr. and thcrtfurt prevailed on 
J«hftM)a toomh Ibcm. Hic cpilh«i /ifJ^, whkh p«ttL«|)t lb* auihour 
iftuHighl mifht iliDiDiih hi« (lignlijr, nu tlta cliangttl lo anuoui. 
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I asked liiiu whether, as a moralist, he did not tJiink 
th4t the prwctice of the law» in sonic degree, hurt Uic 
nux fetlinp: of honesty. Jonssox. " Why no. Sir, if 
jou act j»ri>|>eiJy. Voii arc not to deceive your clients 
with foUr irpn-Hirntatiom of your opinion : you am not 
to tell lU-s iM ii Jiiil^-." Bn-swr.M» " Bwt wh«t do you 
thiDkof suppoi-tiri^nciTU^c* whiWiyi.iu know to bebad?"* 
JOHNsox- " Sir, you do not know it to he pxjd or had 
tilt Ihe judgo detcrmmcs it* I havt said that you ore 
to »tate facts fairly ; so that your thinking, oi' vrhai you 
call knowing, a cause to be bad, must be from reasoning* 
must lie from your sup|x>sing your argumcnls to be 
weak fiutl incuni^lusivi-. But, Sir, thiil U not enough. 
Aa argument which does not convince youi'self, may 
convince the Judg^c to whom you urge il ; und if it does 
convince him, why, then, Sir, you nrc wrong, ond he is 
right- It ]i!i his buMDCsa to Judge : and you arc not tcj 
be confident in your own opinion that a causc h bod. 
Injt to iay all you can for your client, and then hear th<: 
Judge » opinion." Bo^wkli.. "But. Sir, does not af- 
fecting a warfuth wJit-n you hiive uu wiinutli, iiutl ap- 
pe&rin^ to be clearly uf one i>[ji]iiori when you are in 
reality of another opinion^ doe» not siucJi dis^imulatjon 
impair one'* honesty ? U there not some danger that a 
lawyer may put on the same ma^k in common life, in 
Ihc intercourse with hi^ friend* ? " Joiinsun. " Why 
DO, St. Every body knows you are paid for Tiffccting 

^armth for your client ; aofl it i*, iht- n.'fore, properly 
DO disHimulation; tJji? moment yuu cxime frcmi the bar 
you rtijume your ii^u-d lK-)mviour. Sir, u man will no 
more carry the artifice of the liar into the conuncu inter- 
ooiim of society, than a man who is paid for luinbling 
opoD his handft will contiTiuc to tuintjlc upon hh hands 
whtin he should walk on his fee*."*' 

* [8M"The JoumU oraTovr(Ath«Hrbrld«t;~4th nfit. p» li, 
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Talkinpf of soint of I he modem play?, he said, " Falser 
Delkflcir-' was totally void of chaimeter. He prai»ed 
Gold«niLth*if " Good-noturrd MaD;*" said, it wod thf* 
best comcdj- that haid npiJcarcdMOC^ *' TJjo Prov<>krd 
HuiIoum)/* and thiil thcn^ luid not liron of late any such 
chartifivr exIiilitUHl on iUv xingt^ m that of Croaker, I 
olnervTil it uiu ihc Su^jiiriiiKof Ins KamMer. Heaatd, 
G«ld^mith had owtwd h« had boimwcd it Irom thence. 
" Sir, {contiimed ho) there is fill the diflereiwe in the 
world between character of nature nml chrtmctoM of 
nuinn«rs; and there i-4 tlie diflcrviicc between the cba- 
ivcten of FicWing and tho»e of Richafdfton. Clianicrters 
of manners are very enteiinioiiij^ ; but they ttri' to be 
iindrntiond, by a more »u^x*rf(einl otjserrer. than eha* 
rocters of nature. whCTie a man oiuat dive into the re-' 
of tl>e human hoart.'' 

It nlway? appeared to mc that he estimated the eorn- 
po*nttoii$ of Kichftrditon too highly, and lh*it he had an 
tiniv;kMm:tble jirrjudice a^aiDSl I'lrldiii^, In <:om[Kiiin^ 
tlMMe two writers* he used this cxpre^on ; '* t\tm there 
oa grvjit a <Jinerencp between tht-m, m iH-twcnr n 
man who knew bow » watrh wan made, and s man who 
oouki telt the hour by looking on the diaJ-plate,*' Thid 
was a ftbort and figurative state of his diAinctkni between 
dnwing chameters of nature and ebaraderti onl^ of 
numicra. But I cannot help b(-inf of o|irnion, that the 
neat watclies ot Fielding arc at wcQ coastnicteil as the 
lar^ rlotii uf HictiurdMiUr imil thxE hit dfa!-p1ates ar« 
brighter. Heldinff** rhnrat^itTS, though they do not ex- 
pand iheinaeives so widely in dlsM-ftation. areujun 
pictutva of human nature, and 1 will venture to Ray^ 
more athkin^ features, aud nicer iooche« of the 
pendl; and tbeugb Johnson utcd to «iuote with appro- 
bation a *Mying of ilichardffon'a, " that Ibe Tirtuea of 
Fiddm^a heroes were Uie vices of « truly good maD,'' 1 
will venture to add, that Uk moral tendency of Fiidd- 
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m^N writings, though it docs not cncoura|;t* ii Htntined 
and rarely jtosmiI** virtue, is ever favoirabk- to hoDour 
and honwly, and chtni*h<>K Iht' l»eiW'ol?nt niKi generous 
afl«ct[ons. He who U as good £is Fieldlnff would moke 
him» 14 an nmtnhlc member of society, and may be led 
Ob by more rcgulutcd iiiMructors, to a higher atiteor 
ethical poribcliOD* 

JiAra>n prooecdwl; ** Eren Sir Pntncii WronghEad 
i» a charactiT of manners, though drawn with grvat 
hiimour." He tfien re[>eated, very hnp}Mty, idl ^r 
Francis's crcdtdoujE account to Manly of his bdn^ with 
" Uw ^Teal man," and securing a ]>lace. I asked him, if 
"'Il^e Suftptdous Husband,'* did not furnish a wcU- 
dravrn character, that o<' Hanger* John'sox. " Nc^ Sir; 
Ran^r i% jnM a rake, a mere rake, and a lit Ay youi^ 

Th^ gi'C^t Dougliw Cattiv wait tit iImh tiint* a very 
i^CTwrnlsnhj^^ct ordt^UKsion, I found hchad notiitudied 
it with much attention, but had only heard parts iif it 
occftsdonally. He, houT^Tr, talked of it, imd said, " I 
am of /opinion that posrtivc proof of fraud should not be 
require*! of the plaimifr. btjt thiit die Judges should 
decide according as probability shall appcjir to prcpon- 
tiflrmX^, irranling lo the de^ndant the preaumption uf 
ItMation to Iw «trr>njr in hi\ favoiir. Ami I ihink too^ 
that n ^?ood deal of tvdght should l)c allowed to the dy* 
in^ dedarations, liecause they were spoitaneouft. Thete 
iA a g[reat diflerenco between w}ut h fuid without otir 
hciiig ur^ to it, and what is said Jrom a kind oi' coct>- 
pulsion. If I praise s man's book without brii^ asked 
my opinion of it, that h Itone?^ praiitF, to which one may 
Innt. Rut if an aiithotirBAks me rf I Uke Lb hook, and 
I gire hini Homethin^ like praixe. it uiusi not W taken 
a* iny real opinion." 

*' t hav* noi been troubled for a km^ time with 
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ttfbom ileuring' my opinion of tt^^ir woi-ks. 
med once to be sadly plngucd with a man who wrote 
rertcs but who litGrally had no other notion of n 
▼«rsc, but that' it cunauted of ten sjlluhles. Leg 
j(4>ur knife and your fork ^ across your ptatc^ ws^ to 
liim a vtTse t 

Lay yrliir Mip -\ni\ yn\ir forli urt^H j-ogr pliU. 

As he wrote n prtiit number of vcnses, he sometimes bf 
chance niatlc gotxl oi»eis thouj^h he dul not Jcnow it," 

lie renewed his promise of comin^^ to Scotland, and 
going witJi me to the Ilehridis but said ht^ wuuld now 
*T?ntcnt JtimK^'lf with TBcreiii^ om- ur Ino of the moal 
curious of them. He said ^'Macauky, who wrlte« the 
account of Sl Kildn, wet out with a pn^udice a^inst 
prejudice, and wanted to be a smart modern thinker; 
and jct affirms for a truth, thai when a ship arrii-ies 
there all the inhabitants arc scirxd with a cold* 

Dr. JuhnOamjilieU, theMeliratei) wrilcr, took a ^>fi4 
deal of paini to HM-t-iiaiu this faet, and Jittt^itijUt-tt 1o 
account for it <rn phj-iiical principles from che eiTect of 
effluvia from human bodies. J<^ii^io«i, nt anotlKT time, 
praised Itlacaub}' Tor his •• mairnttnimiit/," In asitertin^ 
tli» wonderful stoiy, because it was well utU-sted. A 
lady of XorEolk, by a letter to my friend Dr. tiumey, 
hns favoured me with the feUouing Aolution : '* Now 
for the explimtivii (»r Ihi?* ^e^■min^ (nyMerj-, whkh is so 
very obviouH as. for that reasdii, to have eiM.'aped tlie 
penetration of Dr. Johnson and liti friendr as well ns 
that of the nuthour Reading the book with my in- 
gefiiouHtneod, tlielateRerereud Mr Christian of Dock* 
mg — after niminating a little, 'The cause. (aoys he,) ta 
a natural one. ITie situation of Sl, KiJda rvDilers a 
Nonh-Pji«t Wind indi«iienuihly nccesaary before a 
straikger can land. The wind, not tWslranger, ocraifionft 
an epidmniek cold : If I am not mistaken, Mr. Maeaulay 
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is dead, if livin^j ihh solution nii^^bt pleiue himt tks 1 
hope it will Mr. ItewcH. in return f^yr ihc many 
a^'fiilvle boiir^ tibs works liavc aHbrdrd us." 

Jobii&on cxputtjktett on tlie advantAgea o( Oxford for 
learning. " Then.- is licit-, Sir, (siiU hv,) siirii a pro*' 
gr€«aive emulation. The atntJents are anxious to ap- 
pear weJI to their tutors; the ttitorv arc aTi\iou« to have 
tbeip piipih ap|>ojir wcU in the college ; the colleges are 
inxioiH to have Uh^ip ^tudciitn ap[>ear well in the Uni- 
rersiiy : and there itrc excellent rules of discipline in 
evt^ry aillege, 'Vhtti Un- rulc-ti ttrr HiirtiftimfH ill iilist^i-ved, 
may be true; but i< nothing agnifiH the sysieni Tl>e 
members of an LTniversity may, for a season, Iw? unmind- 
ful of their duty, i am ar^^ing for tlio excellency of 
the institution/' 

Of Guthrie, he said. " S^r, lie iti n man of |MirtK. lie 
has no threat regular fimd of knowledge ; but by read* 
iBg flo long, and nriting »o Itmg, he do doubt baa picked 
up a good deal.^' 

He »ai<l he bad lately been a long while at I^c)ifield| 
but had grown xcry weary liefore be left it. BoswELL. 
" I wonder at that, Sir; it is your native place.'' Jonx- 
SON, *' Why so is Scotland ^our native jJnee.'* 

Hii prejudice against Scotland appeared n^marknUy 
strong at this time. When 1 l^tked of our udvaiiceinent 
in literature, " Sir, (said he,) you have leanit a little 
from M^f and you think youncelve* very great men. 
Hume would mner have written History, had not Vol- 
taire u-ritlen it beforo him. ile is an echo of Voltaire.*' 
BoftWKM.- " Bui, Sir, wc have l-ord Kamcs." Johnson. 
" Vou have Ixtrd Karnes. Keej) him ; h;i, ha, ha ! We 
don't i-nvy you him. Doyow ever see Dr. Rol^rtson?" 
BoswKi.L. " Vei, Sir" Johxsiw. "Doesthedog talk 
nfnie?- BosiVEM., " Indeed. Sir, he does, and loves 
you.* Thbking that I now had him in a comer, and 
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btaiif^ Kolkilottt for Ui« liuaury fame of my country. 
I )irG£^d him for his of-inion on ihc mctit ofDr^ Robert" 
son's iiiirtory of SojtUniL But. to my surprize, lie- 
escapcd- — " Sir^ 1 lore Kobcrtiot^f and I won't t^Ik of 

It i« but jii<ia' iKrth to him and Or, RobcrtsoD to 
suUl, that though he indul^^ biniself in this solly of wit* 
he Jiod too ^od tiutc not to he fully sensit^ of the; 
mCfiU of tliat admirfthlc work* 

An casey, wriltin hy Mr- DcanCt a Divine o4' the 
<.iiuit:h oi' England^ niaintaimng the future' UlV of hrutes^ 
liy »i] explication ortvrliiiti \mits iif the srnptun.'s, iraa 
nientioneil, and the doctrine insiited on by n f^enlk^mon 
who MvnK-d fond of curiouti ^)ccuJnt>om Johimn, who 
did not like to hear ol' ony thin^' concerning a future^ 
statt which wm* not uulhonKcd by the regular canons 
of orthodoxy, diMXHira^d 1hi> tnlk ; nml VH-Jt^riilTrriiled 
M it4 coulinustion, hi? walchtt] mi opporcuiiity to giw 
the l*entleiTi&n a blow of reprehension. So^ when the 
|>W)c speculalist, with a Gx^rioiib mctaph^-sical pt-nUvc face, 
addretvied liim, " But realty, Mr, when we see a voiy 
vnaible do^, we don't know what to Uiink ot^ him " 
Jolin»on, rolLiug with joy at the thought which beamed 
id his eye, turned ipiickly ronml, and replied. " True, 
Sir: and hIkti wc see a vc^ foo\id\ /fHow, we don t 
know what to think of A»Va." He then rme np^ stridcd 
to the fire, and stood for some time laughinf^ and exutu 
ing. 

I told him that I had several time* when in Italy, 
iteen the cxpirrimcnt of |dacing a scorpion witliin a circle 
of burniiig coats; that it ran round and round in ex- 
tvcme pain ; and fniJin^ nfi wiiy I0i4cape«retin?d to the 
<Bnt?e, and like a ln*e Stoick philosoplKT, d;irU<d its 
Ming inio its bead, and ihus at once freed itself from its 
woes. ** 7^M fnusi efKrem" 1 said,thi5was a curiousfact. 
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« it shewed dclibcTstc suickU; in o rcfjilile, JoJinAMi 
uoukl n^t mimit lliv fact. I Ic s^id, Mnupcrtuu* wasof 
Opinlnii that it dcies not kill itMrlf, but dicsof theltc^l ; 
that it |rt-tstolttc-c«ntre of the circle, u the co<4c«t pUicc; 
Ihat ite tumitiE? iu tjul in upon itc liead it merely a 
conTuUtoii, and that U does not fituig iuclf. Tie fitid 
be «-4>uh1 be hutisBcd if the grc-at nnutomi»t Morgagnit 
after dis»ecting a scorpion oii wbicb the cxpcnmcnt had 
brrn (ric^l, xIiouM rrrtif} that jl» Ktiiig tuid jienelnittd 
lata its liead. 

Me s^enM^d pkasiMl t4 talk of natural philoftophj. 
" Th&t woodcHKkfi, (f^aid he,) 6r over the iiortlHM^n <Muli- 
triei, is proved, iKcauee thrr hsr^ been ohiterved at sea. 
Swallows oertainly nl^p u\\ llie winter. A number of 
tlieni cotigldMilutc toother, hy flying r^iind find iyMind» 
and iIh^ii nil i» a heap Ihrow themsi-Lv^qi iitidrr water, 
and Ivf ill the bed of a river." I le t»ld iiv mi<- nf hit 
first essays was a Latin pf*em upon tlie gloW'Uorni, I am 
J did noi R«k where it wa« to be found. 

Talkinf? of the Hu&sians and the ChiiK-Ac, tie advised 
me t<) rend BdV* Travels. I a^ked liim wlK-th<:r I 
tthonld read Da I laideS Account of Chiiiu. *' Why yea, 

' 1 f^bottld ttiink it impo«^iMt not to vroiidctal tHc vUfWijof J^ho' 
mtn'i rt'-tdtog. hiyfirever iteMltury it might ha vi^ hftn. Hlto conld 
hATi; imrL^incd itial tbc lli^fa Cbsrch of i^ii|Eland-iD4a wuuJd be m> 
piompt ia quoting Maupffiuit, who, I tm aony lo tiiLnk, Uandt in the 
n*t jjf iboftv unfcfnunali: mUtnktn men. «v1iq calt ihruiftcltci^ <tjirits 
J'Owit. I hnv», however, ft hiffh respect for that riiilwophcr whom 
Ika tftrcvt Kreiit^Hck uf Pruvin UtvhI ind hanmirvj. %x\i ndttrnwfi 
partiikafhjrir onr of In* Pucttir 

" MatififrtitU cktr Mavptrtuit 
" (fit nolrf ;^t tdpcndf ikatf." 
T^er* wft4 m M«u|>frtui« d vigoar lutd yet ;i Undi-rncHofii^niinifni, 
>«llcd with itiOTT^ iotvUcetiul powen, and uncLimmoti ttrili>ur of 
loul VVouIlI he h^d bMs a Cbmdaa I Iouimdi h«ii><an>«fliJ5 v«b* 
4nriu>g io lippc Iku h« ik noe non. 

CMaupcnw di<d in 17^9 ai ibc n^ of 6ji, ia the amu of the 
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(said he) as one rcad:» such a hook ; that is to sa]r» 
consult it.** i. 

Me talked of the heinoiitnesH of the crirti^ of adultery, 
hv whicli thp ppnoc of families was destroyed^ Mc 
said, " ConfusJon of progtny comtituK'f^ the esneiice of 
the crimiT ; nnd Ihcrcfow a w.xnim who U'cnks her mar- 
HAgc TOWS is much mere chminal than a man who docs 
it- A man, to be Mire* >» cninmaL in Ihera^hLofCtOD; 
bill lie doesiTot do his witV a very niaU'rial it^jiiry, if he 
doe* nai iiJ.MiIl }\cr\ if, for instance, frum mere wanton- 
ness of appetite, he steals privutdy to her ehaml>eriiiaid. 
Shr, a wifeouf^ht nftipreatly to resent thie. I would not 
receive horac a dauglilcr who hod run uway from her 
husband cnx that account. A wife should Mudy to rt- 
claim l>iT husband by more atU-t»tion to plira^c him. 
Sir, a man will nut, once in a hundred inMances, lr«ve 
hh wife and ^ to a harlot, if tii^ wiA> ha« sot licen neg* 
ligent of pleasing/* 

HcTt^ 1>e di.icovcrcd thai acute discrimination > that 
solid ,iud|£ment, stitd that knowledge of buman nature, 
for which he wa* ui)on all occMons remarkithlc. 'leaking 
care 1u kccj) in view the moral and rcli^oiis dtity* as 
ondrntnod in our i»ktiiJn, he shewed clearljr fmni iT-a»oii 
and pMxl wnKi', the gn-tiler dt^^icof culpahihiy in ibe 
one ^x deviating from it than the other; and, at the 
same time, inculcnled u very useful \i^fsoi\ as to Mc woif 
io iecp him. 

I asked him if it iras not hard that one deviation 
frnm chastity ^hi^uld lio aliMthttetr rntti a roiirifr woman. 
JoHSSON. " Wliy no, Sir; h i% the great principlr uhkli 
abc tH taught. \Vhen slie ha» given up that prinnple, 
abc lia^ ^'iien u|> e^rr)' notion of lemale honour and 
nrtuc. which are all inclwleil in duLstitj'." 

A gentleman talked to him of a lady whom he great- 
ly admired and wished to marry, hut wai afraid of her^ 
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superiority of taUrnta- " Sir. (saitl he.) you need not be 

afraii] ; marry her. Before a year goes uImriU you'll 

.ilDtl tliaL n-ason itiiicli wruktT, am) that wtt Dot so 

ibiiglil/' Yet the gentleman may be justified m bis appre- 

'^hcnvion by one of Dr. Johiu^n's »(lniinibl« >ientence» in 

liisbfcof Waller :" He cloiibtKees praised many whom fie 

would have been afraid to marry ; niul, pcrhnp^, married 

one whom ho would have been a.sbamed to prai:4C. 

Many cjunlilie.^ oontribnle to doniesLtck tiappinesA, hjmci 

iWhicb poetry ha« no colour* to bestow ; and mnny air* 

and sallies may deliglii iniaf^ination, which he who 

flatting tliHn never can approve, " 

He praised ^^nor HarcUi. '* His oceonnt of Italy is 
n very cTitcrtnining^ book; and. Sir, 1 knotv no man 
ivho canics hii head higher in conTcraation than Barctti. 
There arc stroog powers in bis mind. He has not, in- 
deed, many hnoka; but with what hooks he has be 
grupjile* very foreibly.'* 

At till* timt' I obwrved upon the tliiil-[dnte of hts 

rfratch a short Greek inscriplion, taken froui the New 

iSttUmcnt, Nu£ y^ tfyj''^ be in^ the fir^ft words of otnr 

■ISATiocit's solemn admonition to the improvement of 

that time which i» all<iwi:d U3 to prepare tor eternity: 

I*" the night comcthwhen no man can work/' Hcsomc- 

aOt^r^anls laid a-Hide thii dial-pbitt?; and when I 

him tbt' rea:K)u, ht' «ud, "It might Ao very well 

upon A ctoek which a man keeps in his closet : but to 

iihaTC it upon his n'atch which he tarries about with him^ 

and which is oRen looked at by others, mi^t be ccn- 

^9u^ed afi ostentatiouH.' Mt. Stet^vens is now iKn^cascd oC 

the diai'plale inscrilx^ as above. 

He n*inain^ at Oxfurd a eon^ide-rabli? time; I was 
oljlif^cd to p3 to London, whcm I ruc-eivcd this ietler, 
which had be«R returned from Scotland. 
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" TO JAAIKK IWISWFJ,!, KftQ. 
MY DEaK BOsWEIX, 

" I have omiltc<l n longtimcto write to you, without 
lowing very wcU why. I could now tcU wliy 1 should 
not write : for who would write to men who publish 
the letters of thcjr friends, without their Icftve? Yet I 
write tu yotiin xpilenf my caution, to tell you that 1 shall 
be gifld to see you. find thiit 1 wIkIi you would *^inj>ty 
your head of Corsica, which 1 think has flllrd it rather 
too lon^. But. at all events* [ sliaU be glad, very glad 
to ficc you. 

"I am, Sin 

■■ Youm alTcctionstely, 
**• Onford, M*rch ^. 176«. *' SaM JonNfiOK." 

I flnsH-anxlthuc: 

" TO MU. «AMU£L JOHXSON. 

" MY DKAH atlU *• ton^n, SB* AprlL 17«8? 

*^ 1 KAVK received your last hrttcr, whidi, llwugh 
^wery shctrt, and liy no menns complimentary, yet gave ine 
rotl ptcfuure beciune it contaln« tin ie words, ' 1 »liall be 
glad, rwry glad to «c you.' — Surely you have no reason 
to complain of my puldishin^ a mf^ |iara^ni|ih of one 
of your letters; the temptation to it was so strong. An 
irrevocable grant of yonr frieTulKhi|>, andyourdi^riifying^ 
my de^re of viHitinf^' Cor&ic& with the e|iithet of ' a wiic 
and noble curioiity/ are to me nioi'e valOaMe than 
many of the frrants of kin^. 

" But how can you bid mo ' empty my licad of Cor- 
iiea ? ' ^^ly noble-minded friend, do ymi not k«l Ibr an 
«pttiTn«ed nation bravely Atnigf;lin^ to he free ? (.'onat* 
diJT fiiirly whjil in the niw. The roi-sicans never r«- 
diml any kJodocw from the G«fioc>c. They nc\Yr 
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a^K«d to be subject to them. They owe them nothiii|f* 
^Jand when mliiced tn an iihjfNrt Ktate of HlavvTT, br lurce> 

vhiill they not ri^r in tin* gi-eat cjiii<;p of libt-rty, RSft 
^ihvalc the RttUinp: Toko? And **mU not cvltj likra) 
'.wml te wann for lh«ra ? Empty my head of Corsica? 
lEmplj- it of honour, empty it of humanity, empty it of 

frtendiliip, empty it of piety. No ! while [ live, Corsica 
<TOd the cautET rif the- bmvr uJaiiderK* nhall c^cr cmpJoy 

much of my attention, Khali ever int«re«t me in thc- 
iacLTest manner. 



** I am, 6cc- 

" James Bosweu-* 

['' TO MH5. I-rCY FOKTER, IK l.tCHTlELD. 
" MY UtAlt m-lAlt IX)VE, » Orfofd, Apr. 1H> 1768. 

" You have had a very great tos5. To lose an 

ehl friend, i« to be cut off from a gT^l P^^ ^'^ ^^^ 

little pleann-e that 1hi» lilV' rdlovrf. But ntch 14 the 

I'CotidiUon of our nature, that bs we Jive oii wc must fcc 

bhoae whom vrc love drop ^ncceHjiively, and 6»d our cir* 

of relation gr(.>w lo)i» nnd le-<^ till wc arc almost un- 

coimetted with the wcHd : mid then it must *j¥H1 la^ 

our turn to dmp into thi* jjrave. Tl>ere i* alway* ihi« 

kootiBolatioo, that we have one Proleet/>r who ean never 

uhe lo»( but by our own fault, and every new experience 

*Ofthc \m<xrtftinty of oil other comforts should detcr- 

nnine uato6x our hearts where true joy* an^ to lie found. 

■AIV union wttli the inhabttantK of earfh iTHiKt tfi liim< U- 

-broken; nnd all the hf>]>es that terminnle here, mu^t on 

fi»e] part or other efi<l in fli«ap]>oinlment- 

" I am plad that 3lra, Adey oud Mre. Cobb do not 

ive yott alone. Pay my rcfffH^cU to them, and tbe 

tecwards, and alt my friends. When Mr- I^orlercomes, 

'be will dirett ycm. lA-tuK know d' his arrival, and 

I will write tfi him. 

" When I go back to I-nndon, I will lake care cif 



S6 



THE UFE OF 



[1768- 



jour reading giass. Uhenevcr I can do any UiiDg for 
you, rr-imnnficr, my drar darling, lliat on«-' of my grt^alest 
|]letbiures U lo p1ea»e you. 

" Tho punctuality of your cGrrc^poiicli'ncx* I consider 
ai aproofofpreflt rofjard- When we shall see each other, 
1 knovr not, but let us of\en think on each other, and 
think with tenderness. I.)o not forget mc in vuur prayers. 
J have ftw' a long time hack been very pooily; but of 
vliat tiap i» it to comjilain? 

" Write often, for your letters aJvrays give grrat pks- 

sureio 

" My dcar 
" Your moiit afToctionatc, 

" Aim) nk0:tl humble Herrani, 

" Sam. Johnson."] 



Upon his ttrrival Jn London in Afay. he surprixed me 
one niomini; ^ith a visit at my lod^inj;;' in Ilalt-Moon- 
atrvet, was quite satLjJkd n-ilh my explanation, and was 
in the kindestand moat ngrccnNc ii-aineor mind. As he 
had objected to a part of' one of \u& letters bcin^ pub* 
lishtd, I thought it riglit to lake th'n opportunity of 
asking him ex[iJidlly wbeiher ii would l>e improper to 
pobliith hit kHtent aAer hU dv-Mt. Hit answer wac, 
" Nay, Sir, when I am dead, you may do a^ you will/' 

tfc talked in his usual »tylc witli a rc^ugli contempt 
of popular iibciiy- •* They make a rout aliout universal 
lilierty, without roruicktiiig ihnt all that is to hrvnlut*d, 
or indeed can be ciiiorod by ludi^iduaU, i^ private H- 
Iwrty, Polkical liberty h good only w> far as it imx>- 
duces private liberty. S'ow, Sir, tl>crc is the liberty of 
the |>re^, whidi you know is a constant topiek. Sup- 
pose you and I and two hundrt^d more were rcfititiined 
frooi printing our t hough t:s : what tlieii ' Wtuit propor- 
tion would thai n^traint upon us bear to (be private 
bapfiinetj of the nation ? " 
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This mode of representing the inconv^nwiicied of re- 
straint m light mid inai^iliaint, was a kind of sophiati? 
tn which he delighted to iTHlulgc himself, in opposcition 
to the extreme laxity (or which it has been fa^iondblc 
fur Itio many to ar^Lie, wht^ii il i:i efidenttipoaix^flcctioR. 
ttiat tl»" very i-^sf net' t;r govern merit is it-*lnijnt; wihI 
crrt^in it is, thut as ^vcromcnt prcxluces rational hap- 
(Miiess, too much restraint h better than too little. But 
when restraint is unnecessary^ iind so close a$ Lo gall 
tho^ who arc subject to it. the people may and ought 
to renioDstralc ; and, if relief j» not graiUe«l, to rcM*t- 
Of this manly and spirited principle, no man wna more 
convinced ihmt Jiyhuton himself. 

Al)aut this time Dr Kciirick attiU'ketl him, through 
my sideSr in a pamphlet^ eiuiiled '* An Epistle to James 
EofiweU, Esq. occasionctl l)y his having transmitted the 
moral Writing of Dr. Samuel Johnson to Pascal Paoli, 
Geneml of the Corsicons." i was at first inclined to an- 
swer this pamphlet; but Johnson who knew that my 
doing sKt would only gratify Kciirick. by keeping aliire 
what would soon die nwiiy of it^self, would not suffer me 
to take any notice of it. 

Hla sincere regard for Francis Barber, bis faithfUI 
negro servant, made him so desirous of his further ini- 
provcmcnC, that he now placed him at a school at Hishop 
Storttord, in llcrtfuidAliire. This humane nttcntion 
docs Johnson's heart much honour. Out of many letters 
whit-'h Mr. Uarher it-crived fnnii hiN muster, lit: has pre* 
served thav. which he kindly ^ve roe, and which I 
shall insert according to their dates. 



" TO MB, FRAKCia BaBBEB, 

"»EAn ruANcis. 

** I UAVK been ver^' much out of order ] am 
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glad to Iwar that you are wdJ, and det^ to come soon 
to yoa, I would have you stay at Mrs. Clap|>'» for tJic 
prcMDt, (JJi I can determine what wc ahsll ilo<. Be a 
.food Ijoy. 

** Afy i:iini|iUuu-itt» Ui Mrs. Clapp and lo Mr Fowler. 
aam 

** Your'j affectionately. 
-M^S^ I7fi& - Sam. Jojikson;' 



Soon afterwflrd*, he atip|»ed at the Crown and Anchor 
iTcm, in the Strand, with n company whon* I collected 

meet hiro, 'ITtey vrcrc Or, Pcrcy» now HLshop of 
Dromoiw Dr. Douglas^ now Bi»ho|> of Sali^lniry, 5lr, 
ljtnf^f>n, r>r, Robprlsmi the Hiirtorian. IV ITiigh Blair, 
and Mr Thomsu Tliivicii, who wbdi«! much tu lie intro 
^ocd 10 xUv^G nntnpDt Scotch literati; but on the 
prevent occasion he had TCry liltic opimitunity of hear- 
ing them talk, for with an cx<ts3 of pnidcncc, for which 
Johnson afkrward?! found fault with them, they hnrdly 
<ipcncd their lip^ and thot only bo say something which 
tikey were certain would not expose them to the swortl 
ofC^li^ilh ; Mirli waH their mjxii-ly fur ihetr fnirii- when 

the prcwnCT" of Johnson. He was this crt^ning in 

naHcable vigour of mind, and c^^^r to exert himsell' in 
invcrsnlion, which he did with gTieat rendinws ind (lu- 
?ncj' ; btjt I am *orry to find thai I have preserved hut a 
amall ]iart of what panned. 

lie allo^ved high pmiw to Thom^at a« a (ir>et: hut 
■when one of ll»e company said he was aim a v^-ry t;ood 
man, our nioralli^t conU'^1ed thi< with great wimtith, 
accusing htm of gro^ sensuality and UcenliotJsnes* of 
manners. I was rcry much afraid that In writing 
,Tbom»on'a life. Dr. Johnson wnuU have treated liis 
irivatc cliamclrr «ilh a hIltii severity, hut I u a* agree* 
My dis^puinled; ami 1 may claim a Uttle merit in it. 
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fW»m my htWng: liccn ftt imm to »cttd him authcntick 
accounts of the alTL-ctionak* jitid geu^rouft comluct of 
that poet 1o hU T^Utei^, nn^oF whom, ihr wife of Mr 
ThomMiii, K(.-hor>1-m ashler ut LftOHrk, 1 knew, ami wsh 
pt^scntod by her ndth thwe of llis letter*; one of which 
Dr Johnson hiM inserted In his life. 

He was vehement against old Dr. Mwmsey,' of 
Cheboa College, aa a tetlDw wfjo 5iworc and talked 
bawdy." « I hnvc often been In his comi«in,v, (mu\ I>r. 
Percy,) and never lieard liim swe&r or talk bawdy" 
Mr. Davl««, who sat next to Dr. Percj-, having:; after 
thU had «omc oonversation aside ^ith him, innde m dte- 
covery which, in hU wmiI to pay court to Dr, Johnson, 
he eagerly proclaimed alotid &om the foot of the: table: 
" O, Sir, I have found out a ver^' good reason why 1^. 
Percy never h<rard Mouitftey swear or talk hnwdy, for 
be tellfl n)e he nei'er saw tnm hut at tlie Duke of 
NorthumlKTland's Inhh-," '* And *o, Sir^ {-nM Dr. Jfihn- 
aon locdl} to Dr, Percy) ^-ou would shield thi« man 
ttoixt the duirge of swt^nririf; and tidkhi^ bawdy, heeaufe 
he did not do so at the Duke of Northumbtrlnnd's table. 
Sir, yoti mig:ht as well tell ii* that you had seen him 
hold up his hand at tlH> Old Dmlcy* flud he neither swore 
nor tnlkeil liiiwdy ; or thai you hud ^een him in the 
catt at l^'bum^ and he neither *w"U' rnr lulked bawdy. 
And is It ihusj Sir, that you pi-c^umc to controvert 
'What I have related?" Dr- Johnson's animadversion 
wa» vtter^ in euch a manner, that Dr. Percy seemed 
, to be displeased, and soon afterwai-ds left the com* 



[■ Iklcwcti^rc Muurucy. M. D. dicJ nt liu DiinniuTnla in ChtlitM 
C0il«g^. Dtc. 3CJ, 178@, Al Ihc fTCAC ai^v.oi nificiyfiw- An mmor- 
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fB.nyt of which Johnson did not fit that uedc take any 
DOtioe. 

Swill hiving been mentioned^ Johnson, as usual, 
treatt^ hint with little rrs|>n:t h» an jtuthour. Some of 
ujt c-nilcnvmiird to Mi[j|ir>rt iIh' Dt^an of St- Patricks^ by 
various argiimpTit**. One in particular pi'aist^ his 
*' Conduct of the Allies." Juhnsun. " Sr, hb ■ Con- 
duct of the jUUcs' is a ])erf«rmancc ofvcry litUiuibility," 
*' Surely, Sir, (said Dr. Douglos,) you must allow it has 
rtmng fa<:ts"* Johnsok. '' Why yc*. Sir.; but what 
is tliat Ui ihe nu-nt uf th<? oim|MkiitiQn ? \n the Scik^iona- 
l^jier of i\w Old Baiby thi-n- anr ^^tmng faclA, Iltnisc- 
breakii^ b a strong; fact ; robbery is a strong fac-t ; ami 
inurd(-r t* a mighty »tron» fact : but ti ;;reat praif<' dtie 
to the historian ot those strong facts i No, Sii", Sw ift 
faaa told vrhat he hod to tell distinctJy enough, but tiiat 
U alL lie had to count U'n, and he ha>f counted it 
rigtit.'''*Tlir[i ntrolW^iiii; that Mr. Dalies, by acting 
Bfr ail m/ormcr^ ttad bt-vii iht nccnwon of hi* taJking 
aomevrluit toi» lutr^hly U> his fnend Or, Percy, for which, 
pmlmhly, Hht^ii the lir»t cimllitioii wan ot^er* he felt soinc 
,£om|junaion, la- took an opportunity lo pve htm a liit : 
added, with n piY|mratory Uiugti, '* Why, Sir, Tom 
ivies mi/^ht liavc written * the Conduct of the Allies.' " 
Poor Turn la-iit^ IhiiH ?<uddrnly ihii^ed into ludicroua 
ice in pnwaici- uf the ScLjtlis}i Doctor^ to wlwrni he 
rWas ambttiouH uf ap|)oariiig to advjHilay;e, wan giicvou»ly 

* My iTf(p«cUl1e fri^rtdL upoo rcouiti^ Ihia pAmgQ, obNtrrcJ that 
%t probJily mast \%wrt imil run limplj- •■ ultong facw,"" bui " strong 
hcu well ■rranj^til." Hw Inrthhip. h<m«Ter. ko«w» too w»II Ihc 
«du« of wriitrn Ui)fumi-nutoiiHition«!«iinghUrMi>U«ctionas>iikat 
IMMC^ ulcn at Ike tiaic. lIciW^ net attempt ba f rawnt «^ r*- 
,Th*-fa^t, prthBp».mayKiTrhfm,fiibrflhJillbe*cJc!itioBrfwaid» 
•KBfved in« ici ttMaoMC-ofannaiciiciiiacotfpeny, orlhnt Urjohfuoti, 
Aon lia iMfiGtamlt/, and eiig«fA«iA lo kpIxt nn npponuaii^- to moke 
a KtcI/ rtloit, di4 atX hHov Dr. UiMi^kn lo inbh bi» Mftttvicc 
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moTttlicd. Nor did his punUhmcnt rc»t here ; for upoD 
?iul)isc<]U('iit ocrasior s, wlmievct he# " atateimati nil oVr," * 
a^Huiiietl a >(truUiii^^ iniportancts f used to hull hini^^ 
*^ the Authour f}/ (ht CoTtducC of the A//UxJ" 

When I called upon Dr- Johncon next mominj;, I 
fbiind him hli^'hly satisfied i^ith hh colloquial prowess ihe 
prea-tiing i-wninfj. " Wtll, t?iaid lie,) wc hiui pjod 
talk," BoawELi.. , " Yes, Sir, you tossed end gorctl 
several jierKons " 

The late Alexander Karl of Kglinlnunc, ^ho loved 
wit more than wine, and men t^f genius more than ^yco- 
pluintMp had a ^n^at admiration cf Johnson ; but fi'om the 
remarkaMe elc^nce of his own manners, was, perhapj^ 
too dclicatclj- sensible of the roughoe&s which sometimes 
apjx-ared lu Jo[iti,%(*n'K fi^havioiir. Oiic evening afwut 
this time, ivhen hii Lordihip did me tlie honour to sup 
at my lodjj-ingH with Dr. Roljert=ioii, ami H-vmil nther 
iiLi-n [jf Ulentr} di,%litirtiiin, li«? rr^rclli'd that Johnson 
had not been educated with more reliticoteni, and lived 
more in {KtliKhed tociety. '' No, no, my Lord, (said 
Si^ior Barctti,) do with him what yoa would, he would 
always have been a liear/" " True, {answered the Earl, 
with a smile,) but he would have been a dancing liear."* 

Tu obviate all the ivfle'rliun^ whirh havt.' ^y\w round 
tlw world to Johnson's prejudice, by applying tc liim the 
epithet of a^e^r, let ine impress upon my i^ders a just 
and happy sayinji; of my friend Goldsmith, who knew 
him well : " Johnson, to be sure, has a roughness in hj5 
mfinner : but no man alive has a more tender heart. lie 
has mthlag oj the bear but Am /^;«/* 

In 1769, so far as 1 can diftcnver, thepuUiek waf 
faronred with nothinj^ of Johnson's composition, either 
for himsell'or any of Ids friends. His ** I^IedilatioDs" 

*S«« ibc hard dmwiiijc vf him in ChurchiU'i RosctA]>. 
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too atrotigly prove t!int lii^ sitflVra] miidk both in bodjr 
atitl mi[»(i ; yrt was be pcrpKuaUy «trivintf aguirttt cvOp 
and nohW cnde-RvrtuniT^ to advance hU intelkc'tu»l ;ind 
dcvotiomtl ioiprorcincnt. Ercrj' gi^erovs and gratefui 
licarl must feci Ear the dbtrcues of so eminent a bcnc- 
ladm* to mankind ; and now Ihnt hU unhappinflu U cer- 
tainly kiiuii'ii, , tuuAt rf^fipcct that diguit}- tit cbaractct 
which presented bim frcm compbining. 

Hii Majesty having the preceding year instituted 
the RoyoJ Academy of Arts in London. Jobn&on had 
now the honour oJ' beui^ ap^iotnted Frofesvor in Ancient 
LiteraUire.^ In the course of the year lie wrote nome 
totters to Mr*. Thmh^, |>ai«ei] ymmv |Ktrt iifthe wiimfnvr 
at Oxff^rd nml iit IJch6<*y, und when at Oxford he 
wrote the following letter: 

"TO Tar KEVEEENO W». TH05iAS W^RTOK. 

'* Many year* m^^ wlien 1 used to reikd in the 
libruy of your College, I promi^^d to recompem^c tho 
college for that iwnniniiNi, by ndiJin^ to their books 
a B^skcrviUe j( Virgil I have now M-nt it, «im1 d^m 
y<Hi to re|w«it it OD the iihelvea in my natneJ 

• In irhk>» plncr he *»m bttM «i;ccrc(lct by Benntt Uinglon, £h|« 
When ttiBt xntU xtW^scu* ^cntlcm.itt nus c]c<tcil Lu iinn hcmurary 
FiDftMonbip, at i\t vamr lime ihml Kdw&rd Gibbon, t^t^^ tiOLtd far 
ivmduciif a kind of ■accnag inBddiiy iato hu }li«Ukric>l Wrlnngi^ 
wm elected J^nrfecior in Aftcicat HUtory, in the room of Ur. Gold- 
Makh, I obusTTed that il bmn^htlo mv minrJ. "Mirketl Wkll Whii- 
100 Mkd fpoi Mr- Dillon." — I an ttovftboof tbtlvdrntr^tle inatilu- 
l\qm tat Scexttmry Tor Forctgn Conttpondencv, by the ^¥Dur of the 
AcN^uuciwtf. ftnd the ipprobuian uf the Sovenifn. 

t " [| hM thU tucnplloo in t bloak-lMtTt ' H^Mt tiSnim D.D, 
ammud JtJtatamt t9 ^tvd iiicioei siwdia iMUrxiamw^arri,' Of ifak 
hbrtry. which b iltoU Cotfic ioo«k, bt vrw rtfy food. t>nny ob- 
Kryi»2 to biia ihai Mime ijf the mvitm libraritt of tlae Unirvnit^ 
wef« noro fiMMiodioua wid pleuMit for *tnff. u bcbjc taeT< ifMiouA 
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" If you will be pliiiwJ Ui Irt mr know w1»en yoit 
liiit an hour of leusure, 1 will drink tea with yo^i. I am 
esgdgcd for the aiWrooon, tt>-itiorrow hihI on FriUuy : all 
m/ moiiiini^ arc m j own.* 

*- I am, &c- 
"M»y 51. 1769. '- Sam. Johnson-" 

I uanit to Lomloii tti the autumn, and hnvinginfonn- 
ed him tJiat ( was gtAtig to lip mamcd in a fvw cuunttn^ 
1 wiifhcci to have «h mticli of his convenation as I could 
before engaging in a stalo of life which would j>r«bnhly 
keep mc more in ScoUand, and prevent n\c stcin^f Iiim 
^ often aa when 1 vros a single man ; but 1 found he 
wms at Drighlhc^lmrtfln** with Mr. nnd Mrs, Thralc, I 
wax very norry thnt 1 hnd tint his company with me at 
Ihc JuWliN\ in honour of S!mks(>eare, hi Siratford-upon- 
Awm, the ffteiil poel'* native town. Johiuon's concicc- 
tiori lioth with Shakspeore and Garrick foniidt*d a double 
daim to his presence; and it would have been highly 
gratifying to 3lr. Carnck, l^pon tliisocco^on 1 par- 
ticularly lamented that he had not that wnj-mth of 
&ieiuiUhip i\tr his brtllicnt pupil » hich wi- may t^up|>o?M? 
wouM hwvr hw\ II Imiig^iimjt i-tfrri tm TiuOi, When almost 
every man of eminence in the literary world wiu happy 
to partake in thi^ festival of K^niutf, ih;r ^i^ence of John- 
aim could (lot but be wondered at and rrgrrttcti The 
only tmce of him there, w«s in the vhimsical ad\rrtlse* 
ment of a haberdaaher. who sold S/tahpcrian ribbands 
of various dyi^ ; ami, by wxy uf itliHlnitJiiii^ their appro- 
priation to the tjard, introducetl a tine from the ceie- 
braled Prologue at (he opening ol^ Drury-hmc theatre ; 



and luiy. he tw^l&tA, ' Sir^ if a tnnn ho* o mind lo pfttMce, he matt 
■M^y Rl Cliriit-Cliiircfc ami AlbSoulC ' 

* " Dtning duB viiit he xlikno or never dmcd ouL lie an>»rcil 
lo be d«e^jr «ii|p4|;«d In >om« UWnviy work. Mln WiDinan mm now 
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From Rrighlht^lmstone Dr. J<Thn«rm «TY>tc mc the 
foUowin^ Ic'ttt-r, tvhurti tfti-y who may think that I ou^it 
to have suppressed, must have Io« ardtiit feelings than 
1 have nlwayft arowed.^ 

" DEAR am, 

''Why do you chor^ mc with unkindoe^?] 
have omitted nothing that could do you good, or give 
you pleasure* unk-ss it be that 1 have forhornc to tell you 
uiy tj^tUiUtit fit yiniv " Ainmiil iff <'or>i<-;i/* I tHirvr my 
opinion, if you think u(U of my judgenKnt, mi^ht have 
given y«u pleasure ; but uheu It lit considered liow much 
vanity ]« cxcit«d by pmi**-, I am not sure that it «-ould 



vfnih'? Prvfic* 10 my Accovol of Conlco, published in 1*68, 1 
thvA C3cpra« mytUi 

" H«wbo|i«hlhh«^ftbOfilr Air«cUng not tobtaaauibour, nndpro- 
fcB^ag 9A ineliiTenmcc for lilcnrv Ibmci way poalMy impo»c upon 
many people Boch nn idm nf hit cflnnn^ueiio* n& hr mihr* mnjr \nt 
ntrivrA. Fw lay pftrt 1 «hou1J \rc pi.'U() to i>^ kiLOH-n a» sei ajlhour, 
tkod I TiBve nn nnt«n1 cirnbitLOn for htvmry iamt i lor, of aAi puttier 
ikav t Hhoulil liniiginf^ liumry Came to hr the mmi vuliiahlc. A man 
who Uu btfcn iibl« (o fumith n booi, which h» bc^n ipi^rovf d by the 
woridi h>u mibUihpd hiin«f]ffi« n mpfrr(jib?« churartffr in diii^trt 
(Ocicty, mthout »ay din^ccr of havinf ihat charACltr Icvicncd by 
Ibc obacratfion at hU wpaLn^wct. To prwnw aq unUnrm Ji^iiy 
saioctgttkO»e«ho*«tt«f:vr:y d:ij,ithjinily puuiblcL uiiilioujia aI il, 
mwt put » Uftdvr the ivtu-n of pcfp^tuil mirainl^ lliv pvChoar 
ciriti^ipTOitil book ta^y allow hia natunl Jijptaiumi nn i^M^r pinjr, 
oAil ]r«( mdul|ftihepn4oof<vp«riourgcaiu<i when bt oontidcr* Ibat 
bvihmf vhoknow Mm oiiTy At>n nciibour. lie n^vrr rcmci to W jr* 
tpcctcd. Soch an lathoar, nkcn in bit boun uf glcon ftndducon- 
im. may harr ibir raoMiLuion lo ihinbp (hM hU vrklngt aiv. nl Uiat 
tttf Ume, living pLcwurc -to Qumbtn i .tad »uch an autbour pay 
Hitrilti thcbopcofbiHnf f«m«nbrrrd nft«-r il«atfi, whi^b bi» t««n a 
jTtBt objftt IQ tbc ogt^ym DiimU in oil »^k%" 
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have done you pood. Your i^littory U like other hUto- 
riCs I^nt vftur Journal is in a very hiffli rfci^i^c curiotis 
ajjU (li-Jiglitrul< TiK'iv is belwcvn the hiflory mwl ihe 
journal that ditfcrcticc whtdi there wiU alwayft be found 
belwifeii uotions luirrowcd from without, and notions 
gt^rirnUei) witlilii. Ymir history w as cofjicit from Ixiok^ ; 
yimr joiimiiJ rcvn: (Uit iif your imii exjM-nt-inf ^iiiil <»li?<f r- 
vatiun. Vcu express imager whii:h 0|>rraU<d strongly 
upon yourselfj and you have impressed th<^m with great 
forci; upon your renders, i knov: not whoth^^r 1 could 
naroc any narmtirc by whicJi curi<w»ty is better excited 
or better gratified. 

'* I am glad that you are goir^ to be married ; and afl 
1 wish you well III thiiigsof less imi»ortance, ^vishyou 
well with pro|>t>rtioiiute ardnur in this cHkU of your lite 
What 1 can cuntrilmU* to )'our ItuppiiLtwi, I %ttould he 
be very iin«vilUng to withhold ; for I have aUayw loved 
snd valued you, nnd shall love you ami vnluo you «liU 
more, OS you become more regular ;ind useful: enccti 
whidi a Jtnpjiy itmrria^ will hardly fail to produce, 

" i do not tiud that I am likely to come back very 
ftonii fmm this place, I shallj perhaps, stay a fortnight 
longer; mtal a fmLni^ht \% n lotig luih* to » hjvrr jiliKnit 
fVom his mistress. Would a fortnight ever Imve an end ? 
" I am> dear Sir, 
'• Your most affcctionalc humble scrvanl, 
«Bri^*thdin«ion*, *' Sam- Johnson." 

After hi» return to town, wo ifcct frequently, and I con- 
[tinued the practice of making notes of his conversation, 
tliough not with so much assiduity iifv 1 wish I hnil done. 
[At this timp, indeed, I had a stifneienl excuse for not 
being able to appropriate so much time lo my journal; 
for CcQcral Paoli. aflcr Corsica had becfi^ overpoivered 
by the monarchy of France, wo:; now no longer at the 
vor- II, r 
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bead oflia braTccouiitrjmeii, Imt liiivjri)^ vkilli iliflirufty 
eicapeO iVom his native j«1an(], lind wLipflit an nsylum tn 
Grrat-Britnin ; ami it u-as my duty, as well i^my pleii- 
cure/ to attend much upon him. Such porikukn of 
John*on*» coDversation at ttiu; period as I have commit' 
tt-d to w riiifii^', 1 shfiU UcTv introduce, without any strict 
attention to methodic^ aiTangenicnt. Samctimes ihart 
MOtea of different day^ ^));dl Ix- hlt-iKttrtl togetlier. and 
>4iiiietif]iri a day n»y wvm tinportant eiuiu|^i to \k} se- 
parately ili^iinfrui^hrtJ, 

He «iul, Ih; would not have Sunday kept with rigid 
severity andgtoom, but with a f^vicy and«iniplicityot' 
behaviour 

I told him (hit David Hume hxid made a short co]< 
Icctiou of Scotticisms. " 1 wonder, (said JuhiiMiii.) tliat 
4«slioijkifiml tliem."' 

He w*ould not admit thr* im[Hirtance of the question 
concontinff the iej^ality of general wnrrantii. " Such it 
power (h« observed) mii*t be vested in every giivcrti- 
mem, to ati»wer |)ttn>cular caste* of nccew^ity ; and thero 
ttD be no juU complaint hut when it it abused, for 
whidi thoi5c who administer government tnuat be aik< 
awervble* It is a matter ofsucb indider«nce. « matter 
almul which the pcojjle care so rery little. Urnt wexe a 
niaii to lie sent over nHtaiii to olTer them atk exrmpiimi 
flxKn it a( a half-)»enny a piece, very few would purdnue 
it." This was a vfiedmeii of that Jaxitr of talking, 
whkfa I hud heard him fairly acknowledge ; for snrcly, 
while tJie power of grunting general warrants was suj>- 
posed to be Ic^al. and the appnJhcmton of them hung 
o%-er our Iteads, u e did nttt |Ki(»e«s tluit «rcuriiy of U\-c~ 
dom, congenial to oor hafijiy conAlitiition, and wlii(ii» 

' PW knt ((liiior of lfiini«ft HJi|ovy«f Cnjtlutd wm full of Scw- 
fifiim^ nuuf of which bv cvnvctc^ in ivbM^r'it cdiltoni. 
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hj the intrepid exertions of Mr Wilkes, has Lrcn hap- 
pily MAlilUhed. 

He said, '* Tli<* duration of PaTliament, whether for 
ieven years ov the life uf thr Kiii^ ;ip|tcairi to me so lnt* 
m&ttfHal, that I vould not pvp hfUf a crotvn to turn the 
■cole one way or tli^ oilier. The habiti/s corpus is the 
•in^ advAnta^' whkti our govcminuiit Iia» orer that 
of other countries." 

On the 30th of Sqitemhtr we dine<l tc^cther at the 
Mitn.\ I attetnpUrd to nrj^ii' for (he Mi|M.*nrnir hii;iptne« 
of tli^savageJifc, ii{K>ntheU5iifLl rnnciful topicks. JoifN'- 
aos. •* Sir, there ean be nothinj^ more false. The «i- 
vafjrs have no bmlily nd^anlapt-* hoyond those of eiviliiced 
men. They have not hctter health ; and fis tocaro or 
mcntaJ unewinefts. they are not al»orc it, but belowr it, 
like bears. No, Sir; you afe not to lulk nuch ptimdox : 
let me have no more on t. It cannot entertain, far 
leM can it instruct. Lord IMonhoddot one of your Scotch 
Judges, talked a freal deal ofsucli noa'vnse. f ftiilTered 
him : hut I will not MifTt^' you.^ Bo^wnru " But, Sir, 
doc$ not Rousseau talk such nonsense ? " John^7«, 
•* TruOt Sir, but Rousseau kmus be is taUunj^ nonsens«, 
and ianghs at the woM for staring at him." Roswei.l. 
" How «>, Sir f " Johnson. ** Why, Sir, a man who 
talks nonsense so well. muU know litat he in tA^kin^ 
non^teiue. But I am afrntd, (chuckling end laughing,) 
Monlx>ddo doe^ rtot know Uuithe is talking noniumfip."'' 

■ H\t Lonkhip having rrfcjtienlly tpokcn in an iibutivo niAnncr of 
Dr, iolm^on. in my conjjnny, I on odi' occulon iluniij; tlie lifr-tia»c 
nf rty IPuiirioui friend «ou Id ncl rcrrtin from r«E4liati«ri, nnd tvp^ftf- 
od \o him thiiL KRvirj;- llr Hv tjjnn? puhlUEirrI \ ilon't Lmw ho^r 
many pugcx in one at hLA cufiduh boQl<4> atltoaplifi^ in mueh tt.t\zvr, 
W with piiiM rficci* to pcnuadc manliind UtHt my iJlunlriotiM fnt-nJ 
*M not ihc ^r«ae and ^ood ms^t^ which IHn^ c*Ec«mcJ nnd crcv 
•nil ««tc(?ni him to be. 
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BoS\v*£LL, " Is it wronp then, Sir, to affect stDguIonty, 
in order to make people stare ?" Johxsok. " Vc*, if 
you do it hy propn^tJn^ cn'our ; And, indeed* it is utoii^ 
in MJty vray. There j» in liitimkii imluiv a giMii-ra] inrli- 
nstiun lo tnnke |H-c»pti* Ktarc, and every vrnv nutn him 
himself to cure of it, and docf cure hJnuelf. If you wish 
to make peojJe stare by doing belter than othins, why 
make ihein stare till tbr-y Hare their ej'c* out. Rut con- 
sider how easy it is to m^e people stare, by being ab- 
iLtrd. 1 may do it by ^ing into a drawing-room with> 
out my slioes. Vou trmembcr the gentlcninn in ' Tfte 
Spectator,' who had a coinmi?iaion of lunacy taken oiit 
Against him ibi' hU extreme Hii^ularUy, luc^i m never 
wolfing a wig, but a nl^ht-cup. Vow Sir, :ilKlriUteiUy, 
the iii^ht-cap wsk heiit: but, rclaliveh% theadvatitai^ wiu 
overliahmced by his making tl^e hoys nin after liim." 

Talking ofa I^^idon life* he said, ^ 'X'hc hapi>ines^ of 
Luiidou it not to be coiiceiveti but by ihoic Kho have 
lieeii in it. 1 will venture to any, there ik more learn* 
in|f and science vrithin the circuinferencc of ten milea 
fran where wc novr »it, than in a!) the rtrsi of the kitig- 
dom" Bo«WF-i.l« '* TlwMiidy lirrtidvHiitiigi.* 15 the great 
distance at wWeh people live from one another." JoHN- 
HjN. *' Ve^ Sir; but Ctiat is occasioned by the larfi^ness 
of it, whicJi b the cause of all the other advantages,'' 

iswcLL, ^ Sometimes I hai-c been in the humoiir ol' 
'iAhiDgtorctirc toadeMtit," JohnsoK. " Sir, you liave 
depart enough in Scotland." 

Altlu»tig1i I Iiik) promi-vrd myMP a gnmt dcfil of in- 
■lrurtivf< coiiverxiLtiiiii with him on the amdiict of the 
married t^tate, of which 1 liad then a near profipect, he 
noiMiyinuch u|ion tliat topick. Mr, St-ward heard 
im ODce say. that *'a man has n very b»d etmncc for 
;.luipii$nria In that nUdc, unless he marries a woman of 
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TCiy strongs ami fixed prindplca of rcli^on." 1 Ic mmn- 
tmnei) to mr, conlrOTy to the common nolion^ thnt a 
vroman ivould not Ik* the worse wife? for Iwitig Iromed; 
in wfiich, fnini hII that I Usve oh^erved of A rtiinisiaM^ 
1 humbly dlfiered fixtni him. TliJLt & wonmn should be 
Bcnvihlc nod well iiifonnod, I allow to be a ^reat sdvim-* 
tape ; and think that Sir Thomas Ovi>rbury,* in his 
nidc versification, has vcr}- judicirmsly pointer! out llmt 
degree of intelligence which is to be desired in a feinak 
OQinpanian : 

" Gut mc, r*il good^ m tit^dfrslfsnfUmg wtfi, 
"B)' Naiuic ti,w, nai f^t^ffd by much art: 

" Some jbunvlet^eaa hci Mtlc trtll nil my Mtt: 
" More «cope of ccnvcr^^inn impart ; 

" QoiidcA, bcr inbamc TirLuc Airitfic ; 

*' Th^ :kr» mmt (inaT«» good, «vho bcil know vbir-" 

Wliow 1 rpiiMircd « gcnllciuan of niy acquiuntiincc for 
tDarryiTiga £<rcond time, as it shewt?d a disregard of hiii 
first wife, lie said " Not at all, Sir. On tl>e coDtrar}:, 
were he not to ranrry again, it might be concluded that 
bi? fiM wife had given him a di^uat to marriu^e ; hut 
by taking a second wife he pays the highe:>t compliment 
to the first, by hlifwiiig that *\w made him so happy as 
a iniuTlt^d nian, ih^il he «i«lH-?( to In* kli a T^tvuud tiiiit?/' 
iiigcuiuo» a turn did he givv to this delicate (|iK-^ 
1L And yet, on another occasion, he owned that he 
bnec had almost mkcxl a promise of ATrtL Jolin-^on that 
she would Eifjt marry ogaint hit had checked hiin:iC*ir. 
Indeed I cannot help thinking, that in his cu^o the rc< 
quc»t would have been unr^uoiiablc ; for if Mrs. John- 
son forgot, or thtnighl it no injury to LIr- memory of 
her Trst love,— >l}ie husband of her youth nnd the fatlicr 
f her childicn, — to make a se<*ond marriage, why 
d she be precluded from a third, shoidd st»e be so 
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iuctint^J ? In JoJinson*!« pci'scvcrinfr fend nj^propiijition 
of his Tctttf^ eveti after her decease, lie srcma totally to 
}iDve Qverlookt'd tlir prior cljiini of tin- linm-^l Birmtn^- 
ham UnnkT, I presume that her liavin^ l«?tn nfarritd 
hefore ha<], at tiflie$> girea Mm lAume uneosinesa ; for I 
TcmeiDber hi« ob^ervii^; upon tlic marna;^ of oiw of 
oiir common fiietds, " He liaa done a verjr foolUh 
thing. Sir; he baH uutrrkd a viidoff^, wlkcn he might 
hftve had a maid.'* 

"VVe drank tea with Hn-*. Williams. I had last year 
iht" pleasure uf Mi-iiig Mi^. Thnilc- at IJr. Johnson's 
one morning, and h^id couvei'sation i.^]oiigh with her Ui 
adaiire tier talents ; and to shew her that I was xm 
Johnsooiaii oh hi-r»elf. Dr. Johnson had |irobahly bwn 
kind coougit to sjKak well of fie, iov this evening; he 
delivered mc a ircry polite card from Mr, Thralc and 
hcr> iovUing mc to Strcatham. 

On the 6ih of Octolier I com|)ljed with this obliging 
invHatioD, imd fo^mdr at im olc-g&iit villa, six milen fnjm 
tmnit e^'ery drcuiiixUince that can make sodety |Jma- 
Ing, Johnson, thotjgfi quite at home, was yet looked 
Up to with an awe, tempei-ed hy nITVction, and f^^emed 
to be equally the care of his host and bostesG, 1 re- 
joiced at seeing him so happy. 

He jJayi'd otf his nit against Scotland with a ffioA 
humoured pka^nlry, which gave me, though ito htgot 
to national pn^jitdict's an op|>ortunity for a little contest 
wiih hin», I hin-ing said that England wo.s ohli^nl to 
us for gardeners, almost all thtir good gardeners being 
Scotchmen; — Jdhksox, *■ Why, Sir, that is Iwcaiw 
gardening is much nKire ncccaaary aiDongst you thnn 
with us, which makc.^ w> many of your people learn \X. 
It is cH gardening with >oii. lliings which grow wikl 
herf, iDUfel l)e cultivated with great can.* in Scotland. 
Pray now (thrtrwtug him!>v-lf Lark in his chair^ and 
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laiig-hing.) nrc you ever able to bring the ^/oc to perfrc* 
tion?" 

I boasted Ifinl we had the honour o? Mng thr first 
to iilkoUnh th^ irthoA]iitalik% trniiMc.'wiiK', »ik1 urrgracicus 
custom of gtvinif vaUs lo S(>rvanis. JohxsoN. " Sir, 
you iiNiliitlied rnil*, iH^cnufae yoii vere too poor to be 
abje to ^Ve them/" 

Mrs. Tliralt? (lH|)iJted with him on the merit of Prior. 
He attacked him powerrully ; said he ^^rotc of love like 
a mmi who hnd nm'cr fi'lt it : hh love verfien were cttl- 
Irge vi-rwes ; iiml lie. itpealed the Aimg "' Alexfs ^hunn*d 
hi« fellow Kwaiim,*" ^tr. in m> hidurnuM » iiuiniiei', jh to 
make us all ironder how any one could have been 
pleiKcd with Tiuch fiiiila&tical f^\}ff. >fr.<- llirnle stood 
to her gun ivitU ^*nt coumgo, in defenee of smorous 
dicticft whicli Johniton destu^cxl, till he at l«»t silenced 
her by «ayinp, " My dear Lady, talk no mere of tW* 
Nonsense C4iii be dt-fcnd<rd btit by roiiscDsc/' 

Mrs. Thraic then i^miacd tiarrick's talenta for fight 
gay jKietry; aiidf as a -^fieHmet), n^atnl bin acki^ in 
" Florixcl and Prrdita," niid dwelt trith iteeutiar \Acx^ 
«ure on this line : 

" Vd «mtle wilb Uic »iin|i1cj Mid fcej with iUt poor." 

3eBVSftS, '* Nar, my di?^ fjuiy, ihi* will never do. 
Poop l>avidl Smile with the simple ; — What folly w 
thai ? And who would ftfed with the poor thai can hi*Jp 
il? No, no; let me *mile with the wi«e, ami fi^td with 
the rich," I I'epcated thU sally to Carrick, and won* 
dered to find hi-t sen^hUity an a vrtt<>r not a bttle irri- 
tated 1^ it To sooth him 1 observed, that Johnson 
i]kared none of us; and I <]Uot€d the posso^e in Ho' 
race, in which br <-nm[>art^ otk' ^ha attacks his frif^mb 
for tW wike of a Uugl>> to a piisliing ox, that U uitirLed 
by A iHinrh of hav put upon his ImrnH; /tertum habei 
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in cwnu.' " Ay, (^aid Cnrrick vchcmenttyt) ^c has a 
whole maw of it." 

Talking of hijttirjj Jolinwin saul, " WV n\ny know 
lustorjcjil facts to \tQ Inic, u<i ux- may know facts in 
comnioQ Ufe to be true. Motives iu« g^oeraWjr unknown. 
We cimnoL tru^t to the characterii we Tnid in history, 
unkss when iht-y uix; ilcawii by thow who knew the 
person^ aB thosc^ for in&lancct by Salltut and by Lord 
Clarendon," 

tic would »ot allow much merit to Whitfield's ora- 
tory. " His iHipulMtitr, Sir, (isnid hr,) U diicfly uwiiig 
to the |)eeii1ianty of his manner. He would Itti fol- 
lowed by crowds were he to wear a nif^ht-cnp in the 
|)ulpit, or woiv ho to prcdch from a lr«r-" 

1 know not irom whnt ^jtirit of contradictioti he barst 
Dtit into a violent decJ^imation af^ainiL the Comicans^ of 
whose hcmism I talked in high terms. " Sr. {said he,) 
what is aill thin rout alx^iit the Conarans? They have 
been at war witli the (!ic-noese for upward.^ of twenty 
yea IS, and have never yet taken their fortified townv, 
Thi'y might huve tmlieretl ihwn Iheir walls, afid re- 
duced tlicm to powder in twemy year*. They tnij^ht 
have pulled the walU In pieces, and cradced the stones 
with their teeth in twenty tcqib/' It wns in vain to 
BTgKiC with him upon the want of nrlilh-Ty : he was not 
\fo he resiatt^d for the moment. 

On thccvewiiig of October 10, 1 [>t¥s€ntf^ Dr. John- 
fon to CcneiBl Pa«^i. I had ^rreatly wlich^ that two 
pkcn, for whom I had ttie higbcat esteem, Ehould meet. 
'tThcy met witJi a manly ease, mutually eoofctous of 

-It own abilities, and of the abilities of each other, 
Tiic Cciicral spoke Italian* ainl IV. John^i Ungll^fti, 
and DciderTitood one another vczry well, with a little aid 
of intfqiri'tnLton fruin nue, in which I compared my>rlf 
tu an inthnms wliieh joins two grt-ul iuntiiwnt^. Upon 
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Johnson'^ approach, the Geiberal taiil, ** From what I 
bare read of your work^ Sir, and from what Mr. Bos- 
woJt han told mc of you, 1 have loit^ held you in great 
vcner^itioTi." I'^te (ieTieiat taikt^ o£ Itingutiffcs being 
rormctl ou the piirUcular nottor:^ find manners of a pen* 
|ile. without knowing which, Me eannot know llie lan- 
j^age. We mar kimw the dtivtl al^iiirii-<ttioti nfsiii^U.' 
wonl>: hul by tk'ne ni> iK^tttity of exprc^sionf no sally 
od' genius, no wit is eonveycd to the mind. All Uus 
ntiut l>e hy allii^cn to other Ideas. '* Sir, («aid John- 
son.) you tnlk of Jarguiigcj iis if you had ocrer done 
any thln^ els^ but Atudy it, iDstcad of goTcming: a na- 
tion." The Grneral ^^id, " Quv^io r un troppo gran 
compihuento ;^' this is l«}o great a nmi|ilinieDt. John* 
Bon itn<<wered, " I ^lould have tfuniji;!]! ho. Sir, if 1 had 
%un btfuid yuik lulk.'" The General asked him nhat he 
thought of ihe spirit of infidelity wbieh was *o pl:c^'a- 
leul. JuftxsoN. " Sir, this gloom of infidelity^ 1 hope^ 
i$ only a trandcnt doud pnssin;^ through the bcmis* 
|ihere» wbieh will aooii be dissipated, and the ?un br^'ok 
forth with his usual sptendour,"* " Vcu think ihtii, 
(?iatd Uit' Caem'i'al,) thaL the)' utU (Jmn^ thi.-ir piiitiijih-x 
like? thi^r Holhe>/" Johnsok, " Why. Sir, if they 
bestow no more thought on principles than on dresTj^ it 
miJ^t l>e so," The General said, Uiat " a gixjat |)arl of 
the Cnchionublc infidLlity ww* c^win^ to a deiirc of dew- 
ing courage. Men who hart; no opficrtunities of shew- 
ing it OS to things in this lite, take death mid futurity 
ua oUjcds on which to display it/^ Jounsok. '* That 
ia mighty foolish affectatioo. Fear Is one of the pas- 
aiooa of human nature, of wliicl) it U ini|Mis»ible to 
divert it. You icmember that the Enitierour Charles 
V. \*her he rood upon the tomb-siouc of a Spanti^l] i»o- 
Uenian, MIerclii» one who nerer knev<' fear/ wittily 
Hudt'Thcn lie never anulTc^ a candle with hi^ fingers/" 
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lie talked fl few word4 of French to tlie General ; 
hut findiDff he did not do tt with ficilitrf he aakcd for 
pen, ioi, and paper, and wrote the following note: 

*' J'ai iu datu la geographic dc Lucas t/c Linda tin 
Paicr-nostcr ccrit dan* unt tanguc tout i'fait differcntc 
Jt r lialienne, ct dc KmU^ cutrcs Icx^ueiict jre drriv^int 
du iMtitu L'autettr fuppc/Ie X'm^uum CoruVa- rusti* 
earn : ef/c a ptut'Chx paxsi^ peu ^ peu ; mais tUe u 
ctJtahcmcnt prtvaiuc autre/uis datu Us mentagnes et 
diwf ia ca'iipagnc. Le mhne autcur dit ta m^te ck^se 
rn parlarU dc Sardmgnc ; ^u'ii y a deux imtgucs dam 
fh/e^ unc di$ viUcs, VatUrc dc ia campagnc.'* 

The GctKntl iininediAtcljr informed him that ttic /in- 
gtta rustica iv-as oiilj in Surdiniir 

Di', Jii]in4iin went home with me, and drank tea till 
IsiUr ill llic nij^ht. He mid, " Gefieral PnoU Jiad the 
loftiest poit of any man ho had ci^er seen." He denied 
timt mUttAry hrh were uUjtys the bc»t bred mco. 
" Perfect goo<l l>recdiiig, he olx*crved. conifUts in having 
no particular mark of* any profeMioDi but « ^nenU eie- 
gaocc of manner; wherea^i. in a military man, you 
cnn commonl}' diAtinguUh th<? brattd o( a iKjldicr^ 
thofnme d'eprc,^ 

Dr John^m «htinnvd to*night any dijonissioit of the 
perplexed quefition of faUi and free ivill, which I au 
tempted to o^iute: " Sir, («aid lie,) we hu>w our wUl 
is free, and thtre^ an cad on*t. 

lie honoured inc with his company at dinner on thai 
l6th erf Octotier. at my lod^nf^ in Old Doijd-«trcct»j 
with Sir JiAbiia Iteynolda, Mr, (Sarndc, Dr. Gold^mith^ 
Mr. Murphy, Mr BickenctaiT, and Mr. Tliomas Daviea,* 
Gattidt played round him with a fund vivacity, taking 
hold o( the brea^^ts of his coat, and, hxiking up in hie 
faeo with a lively orebneM, complimented him on ihe 
good bMltb which he scemctL then io enjoy ; while the 
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sa^j shaking bis head, beheld him with a genile com* 
ploccncy. One of the company not bcrog come tt ibc 
appoinU^d hour* I pro|iosed, ai xi^ual u|>oti such occo- 
dons, to order dtnnci to be served ; adding. ^* Ought 
«x |ie(i|i}c to he kept waiting Tir rnit?'' " Why, yes^ 
(answered JuhiiMMT, n'xih xt iMir^iU- hunifiirilVr] if the 
one will KuOer more by yntir tiittiiM^ down, iTisn the six 
will do by waiting." Goldsmitb, to divert the tedious 
caiftutcri, ctnitted about, hnif^iig of his drc», and 1 
bdievc was seriously vaw of it, for his mind was won- 
derfully prone to such imprc5^on», " Come» conie, (said 
GatTick,) talk no more of that. You aic pcihapSr the 
worat— eh, rft!" — Goldsmith was eagerly attempting 
to interrupt him, when Ourru-k ti^iit on, laugliiii); iro- 
lucally, " Nayj yon will always /ocK' tike a gentleman ; 
hui I em talking of bcinp well or iU drtAi" " WcH, 
let me teli you, (said G^Idsmithj) when my Uylcr 
bmnght home my bloom-coloured coat^ he uid, ' Sir, 1 
tiavc It favour to Ijeg of yoM, When any body asks you 
who ma<lc your clothes, be pleaded to mention .lolm 
Filby, at tl«: Harrow, in Water-Iiine/ JonNsoK, 
" Why, Sir, thut wns beniusi- he knew the stmnge co- 
lour would attract crowds to f^a7e at it, and xhnt they 
mi^t hear of htm> and sec how well ho could make a 
cool even of so atieurd a colour," 

After dinTicr our conrerHttion tunitd firrf upon I'opc. 
Jobnuon Miid, his characters of men were admirabty 
drawn. Lh<K^ of women not m> well. He rrpr;tt(>d ti) \\^, 
m bis forcililc nudodioiiH manner, the Lxmolndiog lineN of 
the Dtmeiad.'' While he whs talking loudly in praise 
of those hncB one of the company ventured to itay, "Too 

> [Mr, Langtfm informed me that he once rcUl<«i to Johnson (on 
llie buihcTiiy of Sprrce) IhHl Po|h; liimfirtT ndmircd ihtnr linen to 
much, thctt vhcn he Kprutcil thrrn, \\\h voice Fnltfrvd e " and well it 
miirli^ Sir, (luid Jnhntan) fnrlZid^ mre noMe liEivn." J. nuiVLrfti.] 
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fiiw for nicti a poem : — a poem on what ?" Joiinsok. 
(with a diaditinful look,) " Wiiy, ou duncof. It was 
worth while being n dunce then. Ah, Sir, Iiaibt thou 
lived in those daja! It ^^ not worth v>hilr Itrin^ a 
duni-e now, when thei'c ai¥ no vrttH." BickiTstiifT ob« 
u-rvitl, a* II jM<mliar circuiunUinCT', that Pope'a fame 
vias higher wlit-n hr wa« &liv<- than it wa^t Uien. Juhii- 
son »Lid} his Favtorala were poor thii}|;«, though the 
versilicatioii was fine. Hv toJd us, with high satis-- 
factJOTit the anecdote of Pope'5 enquiring who wa^ tlic 
author of his "liOmh/n," and 5a>ing, he will be »oon 
deterri. He ohscnrcd, that in Drydcns poetry there 
wtfre |iQ<t^iaj;e« drawn from a pntfUndUj wh!th Fujie 
UQuld n<TvtT rearh. He rrpiMtnl koitu; fine lin^s oil 
lovtv by the fornwr, (which I have now foi^oiienil and 
gave great apphiuite to tlte chAmcler of Zimri. Gold- 
smith said, that Pope's charBctcrof Addison allowed s 
deep knowkdi^ of^ the human heart JiJm^ri :inid. 
ituti tikc dc8Cnp4ion of the Lvniple, in '* TJie Afuuming 
Bffide>" * was the finest poetic^ paasa^ he had ever 
rrad; he rtcciUected none in SfuikHiiennmpinl In it^ 
*' But, (said OamVk, nil alanni.v) ffjr ' ihv God of his 
jd^ilatry/) we knuw not the extent and variety of 
his pvwon. We are 10 suppove tticrc are such pa»< 
»4igvs in lib works. Sbakapeare must not suffer from 
the bodncfst of our iifemodcs." Johnson, diverted by 
this eiithusia^ick jealousy, went on vt ith great aniour : 
"No, Sir; Congi-evtr Jet* wtf^wrr ;" (»niiting on tlip (m- 
ffick canrmrs* rf Ciarrkk '} h"! composing hiiu^-ir, lie 
addedr " Sir, tfiis is not roinpurinf^ Congrrirr tvi the 
wliolc w4th Shak«pearc on U)e whole: but only maiift- 
taining that Con^cvc haf oru* finer poaszi^ than any 
that can be found in Shak«j>earc% Sir, a man may 
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have no iiiOTe tliau ten ^linriK Hi tttc world, hut lie 
may bare thoee itn giiiiicms in one pivw ; and so may 
have a finer piece Ukui a man who has ten thou-iaiij 
pound : but then he has eoly one len-guiooa piece.— 
What I mean ». that you can shct^ mc no parage 
vrlu^re there i* simply t\ iIc^tTijilior of malcrbJ r>hjccto*, 
withimt any iatcrmixtufc ofm-^ral notions*^ which pro- 
dwerd *uch an eJTett." Mr. Murpliy mentioneil Shak- 
speare's doiicription c^ the nt^ht before (he Imlth* of 
onrt; but it was oliwnnl it hii<l mcJi in it, Mr. 
sup^cflied the speech of Juliet, in which she 
Hgurcs herself awaking in tlic tomh of la-r aiin-i(tots. 
Sonte one mentioned tJic dcscnption of Dover CUli'. 
Johnson. " No» Sir; it should bf nM f*rmptcc,^all 
vaeuiim. Tlii* crovrs iiujH^dc your fall. The diirh^ish- 
eil appcaruace of ihc boats, and otliCT- dretiinsrtatict^)i, 
are all very gnnd <let»cription ; but do not impress th« 
mind at once with the horrible idea of immense height. 
The impro«;fon h dividud ; yoa ptm^ on by computation, 
fixrni one fi^^c of the tremendous ^co to another. 
Hod Uic pirl in ' Tltc Mourning Bride * J.ai<l, rhc could 
not ci»t iier shoe to the top of one of llic piliara in tlie 
temple, it would not have aided the idea, but weak-* 

Talking of a Itnrri^cr wlio bad a bad utleranee, some 
one, (to rouFi- Johnson,) vtiekedly uiid, thAl be was 
unfoHunatG-in not having been tauf^fht oratory by She- 
ridan. JoirssoN. " Nay, Sir, if he bad kx-n taught 
by Sheridan, he would have dearcd the room." Gar- 
&ICK. " Sheridan haa too mueh vanity to be a good 
niaD."^We aliall now see Johnson's mnde ofrfp/c-wAWg 



* [la Congievv*» flcicriplion th«rc teront lo 1)< an initmtiitvrt qf 
morai pvli9fa$ t at th« nifpciiDi: pcuifr oF lliv pnA^ngf nrJWs from tbc 
rifid imiireudaa of the df-icribrd obieiUonlticiuiuJ uflliL- ApcaLrr: 
*■ AiuianaUticlulln«t*r ^* KvyiKiv.] 
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a m^n: taking' hJia into biv own liamls, tincl iliwrimi* 
Dfttjiiff. Johnson- *■ Ko, Sir- 'n»ere is, to be sure. 
In 9ierid;tii, ^mcthing to ix^prchcnd and vnjvy thm^ 
to lau^h at ; but. Sir, he is not a bad man. No. Sir ; 
went mankind to be diridcci into good and bad, be 
vroukl Atatid conmlcrrably Mitbin thc^ ranks of good- 
Acd, 5ir» it mufit be allowed tbat Sberid»n execbt irr 
|)faiD de>olamation, tbotigli be can exbital no di£tr«clcr-" 

I shcud<l, jierliag^ lutvv &itppre««od this di«(]utrition 
concerning a person of whose merit and worth I think 
with respect, hjkd lie not attacked John^u ao outrage- 
ouftly in ht« lAfc ofSvrift, and, at the same time, treat- 
ed us his admiivra a<i a s^t of [ligmies. He who ha.H 
jirorokcd thebuthof wit, cannot complain that livMimrls 
from it^ 

Mm. Montage, a lady di&tinguiAhed for faavinj^ writ* 
ten an ICssay on Shnk't|K'ar*% Iwinff nieiitione<l;*— Rrv- 
NOLDS. ^ I think that essay does her honour." Jons* 
ftciN- " Yes, Sir; it docs her honour, but it would do 
nolxxly eUe honour. I hare, indeed^ not read Jt all. 
Hut when I ukc up the end of a web, and find it 
pocktbrriul 1 do not expect, by looking further to fiml 
embroidery. Sir» 1 will venture to say* tltere i% not 
ciift' sentence of true criticism in lier l»ook/' 0^kuk?k, 
** But, ^r, Durely it &1ibws bow much Voltain* has 
miiitakcn Shakspcarc, wlucb nobody else has done." 
JonN&ON. " Sir« nobody eke hm tbmi^t it worth 
while. And what m<Til is there in that? Von mny 
ai well pTiu^ a schoolnuutei^ for wbij>ping a boy who 
hofl construed ill. No. Sir^ there is no real criticism 
in it : none sJiewin^^ the lieauty c4' ihou^it, as fonned 
oa tlw workings of the huDuin lieart.*' 

The admirers of thb Eatciy ^ may be oiTeiMied at the 



* Of vhofa I vkaowlTdfC^ nt^sclf to he on«. connUcfing h » a* 
pifcr of ibtf secondaiy or covpanlirt •prcits of crkiditD -, nud not 
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Blighting iriAnncT in wltidi Johii»>ii spokt oTit: but let 
it be reii>einlicn!d, tlint lie gnvc hi» hnti4<>t opinion un-* 
|jia»f;(xl hy fliiy |»rejudici', or anj proiid j^alijiisj of a 
trnman )ntrii<liii^ tt^rselfinto tlie chair of criticism: for 
Sir Joehua Reynold* hm told nw^ that n-hcD the Essay 
fint came out» &ii<l it nas not known who had wntton 
iti Juhnfton wondered how Sir Jo»hua could like it. At 
this lime Sir Jonhtiu himself had reecived no intormation 
concerning the authour, excc|)t heing a<^iire<l hf mic of 
oiir iiio?^t i^^iuitent literati, thftl it wjis dcnr itK ^titliour 
did not kiiotv ihr Gn-ck Intgi'dic-s in the onginaU One 
day at Sir Jmliuas table, when it was related that Mn. 
Moiitaf^c.in an excess of compliment to the authourof 
a modert) tragedy, had exclaimed. " ! trcmhle for 
Shakspearer Johnson mtd, " When Shaksj^-an.' has 
got • for hb rival, and Mr^ Montague for his de- 
fender, lie ii in a poor state indeed," 

Johnson prrkceedcd: " 'J'hcScotchninn ha^ taken iVjtr 
right method in h» ' £]cment« of Criticism/ J do not 
mean l)iBt he has taugtil us any thtnjr; hut he iias told 
i» old things ill n new way7 MuBPHv, " HcK^em^ 
to have n-ad a f^rcat deal of Frencli critimni, nml 
wants to make it hid own ; as if he had been for year* 
anatotnisio;; i\u: heart of nmn. and peeping into every 
cranny of it." I^olii^&mith. " It U cailir Ut write that 
boi^ tiian to read il-*^ Johnsox. ^ Wc have an ex* 
ample of true critic&sni in Burke's ' Eisay on the Sub- 

^ ilijit prtifound KjwciM whklr slaae Dr. JoliRfion would aIIow 19 b« 
"jc«l critclflm/' It U, bcvdc*, clcurl/ 4nd d^^nily oprciwcd, 
■ml hoH donr cffpetunlly whai it )>nfeu«d to 6i>. a%««tyi vindicjiEed 
Shiikt|iearr from ihc [iii«rrprr>(niCs[iooKof Vo1itur«: mn^con^M^ii^ 
ffccvf many yming (A^aplc were milled by Hi* wittr, though fnli* ob- 
iiervLiioni) Mn MontA^ur'* Ktnty wn of ii^nice to 8hiih«p*are with 
a certain <\m oi nAdm, itj\4 ii, ibCTcftxc. calill«'l topfour* JoTin- 
■m, I ntn ftuurcil, nllowri] ih« merit vhich I hare ^nimnf, tovinr. 
{•ith frCeMAcc m Vdiftttc,) " it i* conclusive ad futmiutm."^ 
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Jiinc and Bcauliful:' an<l if I recollect, there is nl»o 
Du Bos ; ni»d Botihcxir?, vtho shciv!* nil licjiuty to dci^cnd 
on truth. There is no^ix-ot merit iu ttUing lioi^' mnay 
|iIiij\H have t:h<i!tt,t in Uieni, antl how thU (ihuHt Lt bet* 
Ut thiin tliul, Voii iniiKl Khcrw hnw t<*iTOiir i« ini- 
prosscti Dn the humnn hetirt.— In the dpseriptlon of 
iijgtit in Macbeth, the beetle aiid the: bat dotruct Tram 
the gewerwl idea of darkncii*, — iTiitpi3wit«.'d fiiooin/' 

Politicks bein^ mentioned, h<? said, " This petitioning 
\» a new- mode of-dL'ftre^iin^ fpsvcrnmcnt* and a nii^hly 
KAsy one. I win undertake to get iK^tition.^ vithei' 
agaiiiit <juai'tcr guinean or balf guineas, with the lii-lji 
ma. HtUi? hoi wine. Then- tnnnt l>e no yidding ti) t-n- 
eoiintge thU. The object is not impurtina enoogfi. 
We are not to blow up half a dozvn \>sda<xs. because 
one cottage is bum in f^." 

The conversation then took another turn. Joiissoy, 
'' It is amazing what ignnmnce of certain |>ointH ono 
ftomctiniHr^lindsin nicnofc-minciicx*- A witabtjul town, 
who wn^te tjitin bawdy vcnii^ u^ed me, biiw tl haji- 
pcncd tJuit Hiigbud and Scotbind, whidi wcrr oncu 
two kln^^uis, Wtfre now one :^-anci Sir FLelcher Nor- 
ton did Dot veem to know that there were lueh piiblicu- 
tloDS as Uio Reviews." 

" The ballad of Hordyknute has no great merit, if it 
be really andcnt.' I'eojkic talk of iiatitn*. But mere 
obvious nature may be exhibited with rcrj little power 
of mind." 

On Thui>ihijr, Oclobcr 19. I pasM-d the evening with 
him at his house. He advised me to eomidete a Uic- 
lionary of words |>cculiar to Scotland, of which I ahenred 
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* Pt la Doqucftlionably ■ modem fic4ioi>i It wu millcn by Sir 
John Bnicc oi Ktrinhi, and first publiihH >i &linbirrKh in Mhs 
I7iy» St* " ffrrv^ UHifiue* iif ^udciTi KnglUli l^oriry/' w>l, b. 
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him n vpr( iiiii.ti. *' Sir, (miiiI he,} Unj hm made a coi- 
tion of north-couDtrr w^ords. By colbctin^ iho^ ot 
ir ccKintry, you will <lo a useful thinj^ tov^anls the 
y of tJic language/' He bade mc' also go on with 
-ctions vrbich L vra^ m;iking u|>oii the antiquities of 
.'Scollnnd. ■■ Sfakc a lai'^ book ; a folio." BositEI-L. 
But of wijjit itw wiUilW. Sir?" JoHNMoX. " Never 
»liiiDd the u<4-: do it." 

I ooinplaii>ed that he had not tncntioned (■arnck in 
Its Preface to Shakspcsrc; and ftskcd hiin if h<: did 
lot admire hitn. JohSson, *' Ves as * a poor pdaycr. 
^"Who freta and ^niis hia hoar opon the stage;'— as a 
low/' BoswEM.> " But Iui« he not btxnighr Shak- 
spean? into mitire?" Johnson. ** Sr, l<* idlow tlxa(, 
would be to lumpoon the a^. Many of Shaks|>eare*a 
plajn are the worse for beinj^ acted: Macbeth, for in- 
stance " Boswell. " What, Sir, i* nothing gained 
by decoration and octtoii ? Indeed, I do wish that you 
bad mentioned (ianick." JouNsoS, " My dear Sir, 
iiad I mentioned him, T must have mentioned many 
more; Mr*, Pritehard, Mrs. Ciblier, — nay, and Mr- 
Cibbcr too; he too altered Shak^peare" Boswb:ix. 
l"** You have read hi» apology. Sir?'' Johnson. " Ves, 
is very entertaining. But as for Cihber himself, 
iking from his convertution nil that he ought not to 
ivc said, Im: was a poor creature- 1 reinetulicr nhrn 
be brought me one of hb Odes to have my opinion of 
<al, 1 could not liear micIi i]oii9rnM% and vould not let 
him rend it to the end; so Utile respect had 1 for thai 
greet man ! (laiij^king.) Yet i remember HicliardsOQ 
wondering that I could treat him witli faniiiiarity." 

I mentioned to him Umt I Iiad ±een tlic execution oT 

aevcrat convicLi at TyUirn, twn dn>> Ijeforc, and that 

I sone of them KHjmcd to be uwler any i:uuct?ni. JuHN** 

aoH. " Most of them^ &r, have never thought at all." 

VOL. U. ti 
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BosWKM.. " But is nnt the fear of Henih mitiiral to 
man ? " Joi!N»o>, " So iniicJi i(c\ Sir, that the whole 
cf Mf^ H but kee|i[ng away the thouf^ht* ofit." He 

len, in n low nnd cnrnc5t tone, talked of his mtKlitat- 
ing \ipoii the awful hour of hi^own tli:«^lution, and in 
witat manner he should conduct himself upon that occa- 
nnii : " I ktion- net (^aid he,) wheihei- f ^ihoiiM wtxh t4i 
have a frieitd by mo, or have it all hettrecn GoD 
and mjself/' 

TflJIiin^ of our filing for the dUlrcsKs of ethers i— 
-J<iHNdON'. " Why, .Sir, there is much tiouic made about 
'it, but it is g^reatly exfigri^rated. No» Sir, nc have a 
-certain degree of feeUng to pronijit in to ilu gowl ; inorc 
than that, Pn?v](!en[v does not int?nd. It would he 
mUery to no purpose." lioswtirL, " But ^uppofie now. 
Sir, tlmt one of your intimate friends were apprehend- 
ed for an oltencc for vrhich he mi^ht be hang\^/* JoHN* 
SOX. " I should do what I could to bnil him, and gWc 
him finy other nwtvtanee; hut if he v,ere once fairly 
havged, I sbciuld not AufTer." RoHWKLr. " Would you 
<iit yiMjr dinner ihat day. Sir-*" JoHVhoN", ** Yew, Sir, 
and eat it as if be were eating with me- Whr, there^s 
Baretti, who is to he tried for hts life to-im>rro^, 
irknds hare risen tip for him on every fide; yet if he 
sliould he hanged, none of them will eat n .nlioe of 
phimlvptutding the \v*4. Sir, thjil ftym|Hithctick feeling 
l^oes a rery htlte way tn depres^in^ tJ»e mhid."^ 

1 told lum that I had dinotl lately at Koote'e, who 
shewed me a letter whieh he had received fvom Tom 
Daviea, idling him that he had not been able to sleep 
from the coneern he felt on account of " This sad affair 
of Baretdr begging rjf him to Wy if lie could suffgtrst 
any thing that might be of M-rricc ; and» al tht? name 
timcp reoominendint^ to him an indu«triat:s yoimg.maa 
who kej* a pickle-shop. JoiiXiKix. ■• Ay, Sir, here; 
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you have a specimen of htimftn sympathy; a fijend 
hanged, and a cucumber picklc<r We know ih>1 Tvb(> 
tInT Barrtti or the picklc*man h« kept l^nvics from 
sleep: nor docs hr know liiiiLH-if. "*' And an lo hiH not 
«lovpiD|;(, Sir : Tom Davics is a vci / gi-ent man ; Tnni 
has Wen upon the stage, and knows how tr> do those 
things: I hfive not been upon the tiagey nnd cannot ilo 
those things." BoswniJ- " Umve often blamed mpeif. 
Sir, for not fecUng for others, as «<rn^hly as many sny 
they do-" Johnson. " Sii-, tlaiii !«■ ditiH^d hy them 
iny more. You will fiijd these very feeling" jn^opk- aie 
not very ready to do you good- Thej' pny you by 

B08WELL. " Footc has a great deal of humour*' 
JOHSSON. *' Yes, Sir;* BoswELL. " !lcha5a*ingtilar 
lakul of li^hibiting character." Jumnsox. " Sir, it is 
not a talent ; it is a vice ; it is what others abstain from. 
It ift not I'Ofiiedjr whirh «^\hihiH llie ehnnielvT aftt ttjicv 
cies, as that of a miser ^ihered from many mbers; tt 
» farce which exhibits rndividuals/* Boswi^ix. ^Did 
not he Uiink o^e^hil»ttn^you, Jwr?" Johnson. " Sir, 
fear restrained him ; he knew I would h:>ve broken Im 
bonc«, I woijld have saved him the trouble of cutting 
oJT a leg ; I would not have left bini ti b-^ to cut vff.'* 
BoswKi,i» ■* Pray, Sir, U not Foote an infidel?'' 
JouN^OK. " I do ncit know. Sir, that the fellow u an 
infidel ; but if he be an infidel, he is un infidel as a do^ 
h m infidel ; that ii to soy, he has ncvei' thmiglit upon 
the subject"' Boswi:ll. " I suppose. Sir. he hoi 

<< [I; would apprnr, howevtr, Ihat Tojn^ «nc*m wnt Tor 
BircUt. In n leiicr to <jfftn^fr he m^, *' | have been to tftken up 
with a ftt^ry iinliaVy nociiit-ni ihit hHc\{ un irttmnte rr[r-n(l of irtnp, 
thit fur ihii lutit fbrtnjglii I hare been ubic to aUcpd to n4 biuinctt. 
tiiUMgh cvi-r HO urg»nr" Grangcn L«u»n, [>. 1^^' A. C] 

' Wlieo Mr. t-'tooio wm nt Winburgli. he Ihou^hl ft lo entertah a 
numrruus Scoifh eompaivy, with :\ great dwi of ca:Lne joeularili, xi 
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liu>iighL superfidaU}'. and yeixcMl tlie fini ntiiimw wliirli 
occutTttl to hi% miniK"* Johnscin. " Why Uim, Imt, 
[ill he i& like a dtk;^, that snatcheit the piece next hira. 
Did you never observe that do^ have nc4 i\K power of 
comparing ? A do^ will take a «i»ail \ni of meat a» rea- 
dily a^ 41 Ur^', when Uoth Arc bcfort^ bim.'* 

•^ Buchanan (be ohserved.) ha* ieuer cmiik's tbjin any 
modcra Latin {wet. Hr biti ivit finly had ^x-iit know- 
^Jedge uf \hv LfltLD language, but was n great poetical 
genius. lk»th the ScAlif;<*rii pral*^ him." 

He a^JD talked of the pft55«^^ in Congreve with 
iiigh ooinmendation^ and aaidt " fdiak^ai-e never )ias 
six lines togetlter with<>tit ii faiilt. Pcrha|>s you may 
Ond se\en : but thiK dor* tm>1 rt-fute itiy general aiser* 
tioii. If I come to an orchard, and May there's no fnitt 
berep and then eomes a poring man wlio finds two appleij 
and three pears, and tdld me, ' Sir, you arc mistaken, 
I Iiare lotind both api>lc» ard |K*arA,' 1 ahouki Laugh at 
him : what would that lie to tht- |Mirp«w ? *" 

BOSWRLU " Wliat dv yon think of Dr. Vouiig*s 
•Night Thoughts/ Sir?" JoKNiWN. '' Why/ Sir, 
there arc very fine things in tl>em/" Bosweli,, *■ U 
tliere not less redigion in the nation now, Sir, than there 
wa» formcriy ?'' JoiixsoK. " I don't ki>0Wp Sir, that 

tho pvponcc of I>r, Johniion. Imiigining it would hf accrpioblr, 1 
Idtlhisiu DOC civil iotnt , butntrciypilJcnllrtin he hatt rthftwtcd 
hm m«fnai*tM on (tiot milgeot i wad Itttn otMVn^<l. that tMtvly Joha* 
«nn au*t be dkHtnl to tkttre MOinr Atrrlia;^ wU. wX LU«t 1 itad hurd 
hiro »7«T«iy jCDod tbiniccf Mr. Foou: EiinAclL "Ah, mj old friend 
Sua, (Mrd FonU?.) no nine mii hntrr ihinf{ii i iId Ih q> tiatv it. 
Upon akich l loU ibc «bovc «torr, «bicb proriacMl m v«ty loud lau^ 
iitHn Ike oonpwi;. But I nflvrr um- FoaL« to diMxnicrrtnl- He 
looked fiavc and ongiy. An4 colcrtd iak» a Mnooa nfuution or the 
JmCm* <tf lb« miuufc. " Wfati, Sir, <aaM be^) tmlk ilmt nf n nnfln of 
Itbcral cduoakin ;-*a mjui nbo for yew* vau nt the Unircr^jiir of 
(Hfbfd i-Hi MM KikO tkw ftddtd MXteen new cluir«ci«n to lh« EogliMh 
(Inm ol hii coanuy ! ' 
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there i^" BoswEi.r.. " For instance, there used to be 

chaptfrin in every grest famtlv, which we do not fiixl 
** JOHXHON. *' Neither do you fttid any otilvo 
servants which gTCot families i*5Cd formerly to hnve. 

There is a dmnge of imnW in the whole dqiavtmenC 

Next day, October 20, he appeared, forthe only tinn; 

1 9u\y\to>e in his lifo, AM a witne?as in a Court of Justice, 
bcin^; ofilM to pve evidence to the character of Mn 
Barcltt. who having xtaMied a man in the atiret, vrns 
arraigned at the Old Bnilcy for mtti'dcr. Never did 
■uch a consEe]tafion (if g^tiius Mili^htcn the awfu! Sc*- 
rion* Hdu«c, emphatically called JirsTicK Hai.i. ; Mr. 
Burke, Mr, Garrick, Mr. Beauclei-k, and I>r. Johnwn: 
and undoubtedly their fnvouraUle testimony hud due 
weight with the Court nnti Jtiry, Johnson jtjavo his 
evidence in a slow, dcHberate, and distinct manner, 
which was tincommonly im|ircsaive. It is well known 
that Mr. Rartflli wa^ jtcifuiltiHl. 

On r he 26th of Octoljer, we dined togrlher at the 
Afitre luveni, I found fault witli Fonte for irdnhfinji^ 
ti« talent of ridicule at theexpence of his vMtors, which 
I colloC|uial]y termed making fboU ot his company. 
JonNsoN, *' Why* inp» when you fp to sec Foote. you 
do not go to »ce a suint : you go to see a man who will 
be f^itcrC^inetl at Join" hoiisi', find then Inin^ you on ji 
ptihlirk fclngf ; vrho will entertain yon at his hfiu*c, for 
the very purpose of brini^n^ you on a |)ubtielc stag?. 
Sir, he do*-* not make foots of hi;? company ; they whom 
fce c!(|)O0cs are fools already: he only bnn^ them 
fato action." 

'J'alking of trade, he olwenred, '* It is a mistaken no- 

^tion tJiftt II va^ d<^d of mofiey U liniught into a nation 

by trade. It is not ^o. Comtiioclitie?! come from com-* 

nftotliLie«; but trade produces no capital accesilon of 

wealtli. Howcip'er, thougli there should be UttU: profit 
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ID cQoti<*yt thCTC K a coftMdcntlilo profit m pleasure, ti» 

it gives bi one nation tlie productions of itnothcr; iu 

wc have wiiK-a and fruits, ami iininy other foreign 

itrlick's tirought to us,*' BaswKiJ.. " Yes, Sir» nnd 

there 14 a proAt in pl^aiiui^y by iu fiimiiliing occupation 

10 such nnmi>erK of mankind" JoitysOK. 'MVhy, Sir, 

you cannot coll that pleoAire to which oU are aver^. 

and which none ixgin but wi(h the hojie of leaving off; 

a thin<; which men d],H]ik<? Iiefoi^ they have tncd it, ond 

ivh(?n they hnve tried it." RosWF-M.. ** But, Sir, the 

(iiirul niU5l be employed, and ve gruu' >vtMry when 

idle," Johnson. " That is, Sir^ lieeause others king 

bufly, we want company \ btit if we wci-v nil idle, there 

would he no groii-ing weary ; we bhoiild all entertain 

one anoUier. 'Ibcrc is, indeed, tliis in trade :— it give* 

mennn opportunity of ini|mjriii^ their littuation. If 

there Were no lni«k% many who srr pixkr would alurayn 

remain poor. But no man lo\e« labour for itsdr" Bws- 

*rr-i,i^ " Yes, Sir, I knovr a )Kr>on wlio does- lie is a 

vcrir- laboriout Judge, and he ]jv<<« the hiliour/' Joux* 

stiS. " Sir, that is because he love< respect and dislinc- 

tion. CouJJ he have thi^m withrnil laliour, he would 

likeitleas.*' Boswci.l. *- He telUmc he likes ilforit- 

self."^' Why, Sir, In? faiurlmMir l*eeause he b not ac- 

cuftloined to abctraet/' 

We wfnt home to hh house to tea. Mt%. Willmnift 
mode it with 5ufliei<:-nt dexterity, notwitlirctaudiiif^ her 
Uindne^'i. tho4if;h lux manner of satisfying herself thj 
the cu^is were full cnou;-h, appeared to me a little auk' 
wui-d , iiK- I fariciwi ihe put her fipgcr down a certni] 
way, till sIm; felt the lea touch it-" In my firAt elal 
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■ I h«*« itnce hml Kwon in Mnk ttiil I mm mSklftkrn ; tor I hava. 
been infomcti by a bdy, who «ru toufc intJAute wilh h«r, nnd hLvtfi 
io b« A wwn Bccvrnte ohttntt f^ «uch m xucn. ihnt she liail 3Cf|atr* 
jpjAttcliaBktncn of UhkK m to Litow by the rcr1inf;on the oiiUida 
^lb« cup. kpwanrlcvaitoliriof Mi, 
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nt Ijciiig allfmird tin* |irivi1c-^<r uf attending Dr .fohnson 
at his Jate r'mts to tliis InJy^ ivbidi wns like being ^ 
\Mcr€Uoribi4S cofitiiits^ I willingly drank cup a^er cup 
rs3 if it had bccni the Holicoritnn spring. But a« t!ic 
diarm of noircliy went ofi", I p"cw marc fastidious ; and 
be»c|c7t, [ (liAcovcrcd that she was of a iwcvi^li temper. 
There was a prclty large circif this evening. l)iv 
^^Jiihii»OTi wa^j in V4'ry jTtJod hiimoiii-, lively. luid n-ndy 
to talk upon all siibjcctf. Jlr. Forgussoti, the sclf- 
tQU^ht phtloiL<>i>Viei*f told him of a [iew*invctitcd machine 
vhich went wiihmit Jiorjca; a man who sat in it turned 
|.« handle, which workL-d a spring thnt drove it fornard. 
[^ Then, Sir, (said Julin&on,) what is gnined is. the man 
his choice whethi>r he will move hiintdf alone, or 
Innclf nrid the mwhiue too." DOTuinicctti bdnj^ tncn- 
tioned, he would not allow him any merit- "There is 
nothing in all tids boasted system. No, Sir; medicntfrd 
baths cnn l>e no belter than warm water: their only 
efiect can lie that of tepid mni«ltnv/* One od' the coni- 
painy took the otla-r aide^ maifit^ilntn^ thnt rirdicinrs of 
rarions sorts, and some too of most powerful elTect, are 
introduced into t)ic human fVanie by the medium of the 
perec; mxl, ibenrfjro, when warm water ic impregnated 
with salutiferouii subfttances, it may produce grcatclfects 
jAt fthnth. This appeared to me vciy t^atisfactorj'. John- 
aon did not answer it; hut talking for riclory. and de- 
teririncd to h^ mai.\ter of tfie iiild, ht' hud rn-umse to 
the de\ic:e which Ooldjtjuith iuipnUnl tuhiin in thewittj- 
wnrd^ of one of Gibber's comedies: ** TJiere is no argu- 
ing with Johnson; fi*r when his pistol mis^e* fii*. he 
;ltnock3 you down with the butt end of it." lie turned 
the ^^ntkman, '* Well, Sir, (*o to IJominicetti, and 
kthysL-U I'umt^atetl : but lie ?»uix^ that the .^^tenm bo di* 
to tliy htad, fur tfmi is the peccant pari" This 
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produced a tnuinphtint roar of lougMer from th« motJey 
asfcmbl)' of i^hilosof^rs, priDtCTs, and dependents* 
in^Jc and icmaLc* 

I kmiwrxil hove ^> wlumsicala thoughLcuueintomv' 
niiKlt biit I nAkiil, *' If, Sir, yau Hi-n* %tiut up in a ca^lr, 
and A m^^V'bom child with you, what would you i)o?" 
JoHNSdN. *' Whj'j Sir, 1 should not much likt' my com- 
pany." BobWELL. '* But would you take the trouble 
«f rearing il?'* Hl' seemed, ns may well be sup|>o»ed, 
unwillin^^ topursucthc suhj;:ct: butuponmy pcrscrering 
in my t^m^iiim, leplied, " Why yvs. Sir. t would : but I 
must havL- nil convmienciw. If I Inid iiii garth^i, I would 
make a sited on the roof, &tid take it there forfresh air. 
I should tti'd it, and waih it lUiich, and with warm water 
to please it. not with cold waU-t to give it pain." Bos- 
VELL. " But, Sir, docs not heat relax ?" JoiiNsoK. 
' Sir» you arc not to ima^uc tli« wattr is to be very hot. 
I woiih) not auItlU the- liiild. No, Sir, tlte lianly me- 
thod 4if treatiiij^ children iloe^ no ^ood. I'll Hike ymi 
five diildn^i from London, who &hall cuff five Highland 
children. Sir» a msui bred m Ijrjndon wilt carry a bur- 
then, or niD, or wrestle, m well as a man brought up in 
the hardest manner in the c-ountr>-/' Boswei>l,*' Good 
liTinff. I suppose, make^ Uic iiOndanersstroD^.'*JoKX- 
aox. ^ Why, Sir. I don't know that it itocrs. Our chair- 
men from Irelaihdt who are a« strong men as any^ have 
been brought up upon potatoca* Quaalily make« 
up tor quality." B*isvret.i,. " Would you teoch Ihia 
child that I have furoifhcd you with, any ihiniBr?" 
JoHVatiN. ** No, I should not be ai>t to teach iU" Boa- 
TKLL, " Would not ytni have a jdeasure in teacbing it."* 
Jlliinaox. " No, Sir, I should not luivra plea.Mire in 
tctichin^ it," BaswT.i.L. *' Have you not a pleasure in 
loddngnien! — There I have you. You bavo tbe 
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same plfasuTc in teaching incii» that ! ahoulil liare in 
teaching chikin'Ti.** John?4qx. '* Why^funnethhig about 
that." 

B(i9wr.LL. *' Do you think* Sir* that what in culled 
DalurEilaHbclioiiisbmrn with us? It fH^tnH to in« to be %}%& 
effect ot^ habit, or of latitude lor kindness. Nochtid 
haA it for ft p.-iirnt whom il has not ^^rn/" J(»HXSDN, 
" Why, Sir, I titi[Lk iheit- is an insliiictivir iiatuml nflec- 
tjon in parent« towards tlieir i-hildi'en.** 
- RusHia beinfv mentioncJ n^ Ukcly to become a j^^at 
empire, by the rapid incrca^^of populatioti : — JoHXftOK 
" Why, Sir, i sec no prospect of llieir pri>pagaling mofe. 
Tbey can liave no more children than they can f^ I 
know of no way to makr Ihrm hrwd nw>rc than they do. 
It is [lot from roaivon aTMl jirudeocethot jicoplc nmrry, ttut 
from indiiialion. A man is poor; he think?:,' I <<annot 
hr worse, and so IT! e'en take l*eggj\* "* Bosw kll, " But 
bave not nations \K*cn more populon^nt one fieriod than 
snother?" Johnson,'* Vt^, Sir; but that has U-en 
owing' to the people l>cin^ Ic&t thinocd at one period 
than another, whether l>y erai^ration^, war, or pestilence, 
not by tlieir lit-in^ Tiitnv or ]t-w pnilifirk. Hiilh^ at all 
timLV Ix'ar the snmi* projKirtton to xhv same number of 
peO[^," Buswd.i.. *^ Biit, Lo consider the «tate of our 
own country ;^oe3 not throwing a aumbcr of farms 
into one hand hurl |iopulution ?" JounsoN- '' Why no. 
Sir; the seme quantity of food bcin^ produced, will be 
conMimcd by the same liumher of numtliK, though the 
people may In- dIhjHKcd cif iii diflViTnl tvays. W** ***> 
IT cum Iw dear, and bntcheiV meat cheap, the fannt^rt 
all apply themselves to tlte rai^in^ of com, till it t)econi«i 
plentiful and cheap, and then butchers' meat Uvomev 
dear; so that an ci^uahty j;« alwai> jmrntrved. No, Sir, 
let taocU'ul men do aa tbcy will, depend upon it, it it 
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difficult to tliaturb the j^yst^m of life." Bqswell. " But> 
Sir, U it not s very haA ihh)^ for landlords to oppress 
their li'innt-S l>y nusriiy llieii- rejits ?" Jc^hxson. *' Verjij 
tisd. B»t, Sir, h m^vi<rcaii huvL-anygenet-alinUucncc; 
it may distress soms individimlH. For, consider this : 
limdJords cannot do without tenants. Now tenants will 
not five more for land, llinn landia wortli. If ihcy can 
make more ortlK!ir itioiiry liy ktrt'ping^ a j^ho[>t iir nny 
other nny, tlK<y*ll do !t* and ^o obligv.* latidlords to let 
land CDDie back to a rciifif>n<il>!i* rent, in order thnt llioy 
jnay j^-t teiiantjf. J^nd, in lilng^land, i^ un article of 
voinmeix'e. A tenant vilio [uiys lijji Landlord his rent, 
thinks Inniself no more obliged to him than you lliink 
jcnimell^ obli^^ to a man in whose shop you buy n ]>icce 
of ^imIh. \lv knows the tNudloiil dnn not h't him 
httvc his land for less than ht can pet from olhens^ ui 
thcwiineiDancoriu the shopkeeper selUtiisgoodiE. No 
shopkeeper sellft A yard of riblmnd for sis-pencc when 
■eTcn-iHrnceia the current inice." Hoi^well," Ji<it» Sii\ 
is it not better tlmt tenants should he dependent oa 
landlords f^ Jounsos. " Why, Sir» oa there ttrc many 
more tennnt^ tlinn laodlonK |»erhay»* strictly ^peakin^^ 
we !>biMtUI vhiKJi iiut^ But ifyiFU plt-ii.vr yuu may l^t 
jour Innds cheap, and so get the value, part in miwiey 
and p.irt in homage. 1 should aj^prec with you in that.*' 
Bos\rKi.L, ** So, Sir. you Inuc^h at schemes of potilieol 
improvement.*" Johnson. " Why, Sir, mml schemes of 
|)o1i(ical improvement are very langbable things." 

)Ir o1j!H-rvn], ** Pi\i\'uh-mr laia wK^^ely oi-dcrc<l thut 
Ihu motti' uumcixHis men arc, the more diffiL-ult it ii for 
Ihem to agree in any thing, and so the>' are gnvcnied. 
ITierr is no do«ibt, that if the poor should reaxoti, ' Well 
be the poor no longer, we'll make the rich take their 
turn,* Ihcy could CAMly d^ it, were it not that thcjr 
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can't ngrcc. So llie a>mnion sddier^E, Uiough go miwh 
more tkunifi'ous than Ihciv officers, ore governed hy 
them for iIil^ same n;wnii." 

He Haid, ** M&nkirHf Ui%vc a strong attacliiiicnt to the 
hahitntion^ to which they hare hecTi a<rcn«lQmed. You 
see th^ mhabitiinta of Norway do not vAih one cori»-T)t 
quit it, and go to snine |>arl of America, where there 
13 a niiJd clinifltc, and wYiqtc they may have the same 
pitkliice from land, with the tenth part of the lalioiir. 
No, Sir ; their nflVctioii Tor their oM dwclliiiffs, fm(i the 
terrour of a genera! chan^. keep them at home. Thus 
wo see many of the fint'*t *pol* in Dio world think in- 
h&bited, and many rugged spots wcJI inhohitcd." 

"The LcMidun Chronirlc.' which wns the only k<?w». 
pnper he constantly took in. being brought, the office of 
reftditig it alond was aligned to me- 1 was diverted 
\yy hh iMi|kaL]ence. lie made me (lass mer »o many 
amwix of it, that rriy Lisk \vai* vL'iy h;imv. He wiiiild 
not siifler one of the |>elitions to the King about the 
Middlc^x clcetion to he read. 

I hiid liircd a Hohc^mian as my servant whUo I re- 
mained in London, and Ixing much plca-ied with htm, 
I asked Dr- Johnson wlicther his licing n Roman Ca- 
thnhctc KiKiuid ]>rL'Tent my tcikui^ him >vith me to St^t" 
hmd, John:*(JM, " Why no. Sir If fte has no objec- 
lion, you can have none-" Boswkll. '■ So. Sir. you 
are no great enemy to the Roman Cathnlick lleligion." 
JonNsox. " No moj-c, 8ir, tluin to the tVeshylcrian 
Keligion/' Bos\rcLi^ " You arc Joking." JowNSOy. 
" No, Sir, I jxiiWy think so. Nay, Sii\ of the two, I 
jirefertlie popish- ''BoswEM., " How so^Sir?*" JoiiXSOX, 
" Why, Sir, the Preshy tenant* have no ehni-ch, no apofi*, 
toKcal ordinaiion." Boswull. "And do you think 
tlial absolntcly esw^ntial, Sir ?" JoiiSSOK, " Why, Sir, 
as it Vfas an apostolical institution^ 1 tlitnk U is danger- 
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ousto Lie wilhout iu Aftd, Sir, the Prei)>yU'rian* have 
DO publick worship : they haTC no iorm ot prayer in 
whkh thov know Uk v iux to join. They po to bear a 
man pray^ and ai^ tujud^ vihcthcr they will join with 
bini/* RosWKLL. " Hill, Sir* thnr iWtniu* b> lliu ^atne 
with tliiit of tht* Church of England Their confession 
offrntb, and the tltirly-iutie arttdv*^, contain tJie »ame 
point?:, even the (kwtrinc of |>rc^k>titiut)on/' Johnson. 
** Wky« y€s,Kr; predestination was a part of the clo- 
mour of the timef, so it is mcntioticd in our articles, but 
with ai little |jo^iti¥eiM!?is as cimM l*c*'* Bdmvei.L- ** Is 
j1 irriwfary> Sir, to lit^Ti*ri? uM ihi* thiily-nine artidca ?" 
JoyN3M>N. "* Why, Sir, Uttt Is a quntion which has 
been much agitated. Some have tboufEht it neccsury 
UiaC they should all be )>eliivcd ; otiien liave cocaidered 
them to be only ailiclei of pcaa-,'' that la to say. you 
are not to preach ajpunnt l}win." Bositell. ** It aj»* 
pears lu mt-. Sir, that jmrth-Htmnliiin, nr uhat b equiva- 
lent toil,<'ani}Ql \n' avoided, ifive boUl an uriivtrr^al pre- 
science ill llw IH'ityr Johnson. " Why. Sir, Aiei not 
God every day se« thin^ goinc: on without pn'xentin^ 
them?" BaswriJ-. " Tn»t\ Sir, hut if a thing be ccr^ 
teinitf forcaccn, it must Ijc fixed, oud caiiuot luippeii 

«[Dr. Stoon Psirkk, (anennkfdi Uiitirj|)of Ely) thi» txprcMfi 
bimvciron ihii Kulijt^ In a ktl« Ld Ih* Ic^mcd Dc. Jubn Maple- 
tod. <1ftM K«b. ». im2'S I 

" I ahraT« Icnk ttir Airictvi to bf onTir ntidn oF commwaiom E 
■a<l *9 ]Ji«tliop Jtrsmho]] nprculy rraifltaiitf nffBfbl the Uiriiopoi 
ChalcriloD ; OJid i irnipmber wftl. th:u lluluk|> ?4addcr>o«> nhm the 
Ibiri; Wat fifit rcMorrdi, ivcciv«d the ^uhtcriixion ofiin iicquDuntaacv 
Of vrinv, which he declarad wm not te ihMi u anuHc* ofT^ffA. but 
pnflfL J thini you need umkt n©»cniplf oTthe ■•Iter, breavc »H 
^thil I know M> uadentiai the nvcu^ny of MlMcripuon. tod wpnn 
Othtr tcmn voutd not MiUchbr.''<*Th« thom wm priMnl mmlc 
ynn ^ifo id (h« iluropcAfi Mtgmxiot, fnm the original, now in Ehc 
hnnAi c/Mr. >fip1cto(V svrfctM at Chcrtiey, fmndton to Dr. John 
Maplrtnft. Malqk«J 
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^vIlKt-wise : and if wc applv this otvnadcTation to tlir Im- 
nmn mind, ihtre i« no free will, nor do T see liow [jrAv- 
W can lie of any avail/' Ho mimli'^iMl Dr Clarkf, nnd 
Bishop Bramhall on JUberiy and Necessity, and bid me 
#vm] South'* Sermons on Priiyt.-f;bul avoided the qties- 
Xum wh»ch has c^tcrucmtcd philoaophcre nnd divines, l>c- 
yond ntiy trfber. 1 dtri m>t pi'ejtft it fiirlUcr. when 1 per- 
<vivei) that iie was drapU^asLxl, nnd i^lnunk from any 
at>ri(!gei}K'iit of an atlrihule usuatly aseribecJ tij the T>i- 
vinityi however imt-oncikftljlL* hi ilst full cxlml with 
the (2Tnr»d system of moral gorernment. Hia supposed 
ortbt^dosy here crotnpctl the vj^opous |jowcrs of his 
understand inc'. He was eonfined by a chain whirJi 
<?Eir1y inifi^nfitinn ;ind lun^ habit tnadtr liini think 
massy and strong, but wbidi, had be ventui-ed to try, 
he could at once have snapt asunder. 

1 [w^ceeded : " What do yon think. Sir, of Piirga- 
tory, as believed by the Roman Cntho]ick« T" Jouvson, 
** Why. Sir, it ia a very harmless doctrine. Tliej' arc 
of opinion that the gtmerality of mankind arc neither t*o 
obHtiimtely wicked as to de-wrve everlasting intnii*bnient, 
nor so good ;is U\ incril Ix-iny; aditiittrd into the society 
of blessed spirits ; and therefore that Gou is j^raciously 
pleased to allow of a middk' state, whi<re they may be 
|mrilied by certain degrees of suffering. Yo« see* Sir, 
there is nothing unren.HonobIc in this." Bo8V7EiX. 
*' But then. Sir, their masses for the dead V JoiiSaoK. 
" Why, ^\\ if it be once cMtablislml tlial tlirrt- arL- mwU 
in purgAtor)% it i*i a* pm^pcr to piTiy for /Acw, a* fnr our 
brethren of mankind who are yet in this life," Bos- 
WKi.u •• ITie idolatry of the Mass? *— Johnson. 
*' Sir, there is no idolatry in the Aloss. Tliey beUcre 
Goi> to 1*^ tliere. and they adore him/' Boj^WElL. 
"Tbewonthip uf SainU? * JoHXsoS. " Sir, tliej do not 
wonihip mbtfi ; Ibey invoke them : they only ask their 
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prayers. I ism tnilciiig all this lirnc uf the doctrines of 
Ui« Ciiurch of IU)nie. I £;rant you lliat in practice, 
Pur^alor>' is made a Luci'iitivc im[K>fition, and that the 
pco|>Ur do hccomc idolati'oii-i as they rccoinuicnd them- 
selves to lh€ tutelary protection of particular *aint!i, I 
think tlicir giving th<^ s^crainvnt only In tmf. kiinl imn-Zo 
miiiJil, bfi^iJM- it \% mntriJry lo thr rxprusi institution 
of CuJtiST, and I wonder hon' the Council of Trent ad- 
mitted it." BoswELL. -^ Confession?" Johnson, 
** Why, 1 don't know but that is a good thing. The 
scii|>turc say?* * Confers your iaull.H one to another,' and 
t)ic imcfits confess as well as the laity. Then it must 
he con^idi'i'ed that iheir ahftolutioti is only iiiK>n ie|>t^r>- 
tancTT and often npou pcniinrr iilno. Too think your am 
may te forgiven without penance, upon repentance 
done." 

1 thus ventured to mention all the common ohjcction5 
•gainst the Roman CftlhoUck Churchy that I ntiglit 
hcsrso great a man ii^mn thoni. What he snid is here 
acxrumtely reconled. Uiit it is not improhahle that tf 
Qiiv }i:td tiiken Hxe other ^de, ho might have iviinoned 
diiTercntJy, 

1 must however mention^ that )ie had a ie«pect tor 
" the old religion" (ks the mild Melancthon caJkd that 
of the Roman Catbolick Churcli, even while hir was ex- 
torting hiiikwlffor il« r<.-fort tuition in some partieular^i. 
fSr William Scott infomtK me, tltai lli^ heai'd Johnson 
say, " A man wlio U convened from ProtestantUn to 
Popery, may he sincere^ he |iarts with nothing': lie is 
only 5U|KTadding to what l»c already had. But n con- 
vert frofh I'operyj to PmU-T^lantiimi. gives up so much 
■if what lie has liekl as sacivtl as any thing that lie 
tah»: there in ^n much luco^dQn of mind in such 
ctinventoti, that it i^tn liardly be sincere and lft»tioffJ 
The truth of this rellijctioaa may he confirmed by niany 
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»ii<l 4*inin4-tit trixLinces, some of whtrh will occur to 

Wh^^n we ^ere alono, I inUoduced the subject of 
dentil, and cnclciivoured to iMaititain thftl tlie hnr of it 
might be got over. J toJd him ihnt David Hume said 
to nic, he vroi5 no more unea^r to think he should rio£ be 
;if1t-r tills life, tJmD thfit he had not hircn before lie liegaii 
to exist. Johnson, "Sir, if lit' rtaWy L)tink« ho, hU 
perccf>tion« ai-e disturbed; he is mad; if he doeii not 
think fio, he Jjc$, He may tcl) you, ho holds hi« fiiigcr 
in the flame of a candle* without leeUng puin ; would 
you believe him ? When he dies^ he at least j^ive^up all 
he hAH." UosvrKLL. " rooCc, Sir, told me, thntwheit 
ho was %"ery ill he wast not afmli] (o die?^ JtnixsoN. 
" It is not true, Sir Hcitd a piiito] to Footc's biVDst, or 
to Hunie'fi breast, and threaten to kill thenit nnd you'll 
see how they bchrtvo/' Bosa^ell, " Hut runy wo not 
fortify our mindit for Uie np{n-4jcK'h of death ?'* — Here I 
Jim ^enfiible I was in the wrong, to brin^ belijiv lii» view 
\vhat he ever looked u|>on witli hnnT}ur; for nkhon^h 
when in a celestial frame of mind in hln " Vacnitv of 
lIuMism Wbhe*;,'* he hAs siipf>o«itl deail) to be "kind 
Nature's fiipia) for reti<eat," from thid state of being to 
" a happier tectt," Iris thou^ts upon this awfiJ change 
were in tfenera! full of dismal np[n¥heti»iori5. Hi't mind 
resembled the vmi amnhithi^ttrr, Oie Cuiii^anim nl Home, 
In the centre stood hiA judgement, whieh like a mighty 
ghidiiitor.ininlmled llujsenpprehen^onft that, Ilkethe wild 
beastsoftbe-4re'n<r, werealhiroumitn cclk, ready to bo 
let out upon hiin. Ah^n- a eonfiict, lie dnvcH them back 
into their deu« ; but not killinf^ them* they were ^till aa* 
flailing him. To my <]ue9tioEE, whether we might net 
fortify our mimU for the appro:ieh nf death, hrnn^wcredf 
in tt iMaMun^ •* No, Sir, let it alone. It matters not how 
a influ dietf, but how bo litef. The aet of dying U not 
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ifnportiLDCc, it kiflU«u «hort ntimc*" He Mlded, (with 
an e&rnc^t liiok,) '* A man kitowK U idukI be ao, and 
^itilimtU. It will du him no;;ood tu nliijiL'." 

I nttentpted to contiDut^ Ote corivertalivn. H«* vms 
l>mvok£'<l, chat he staid: "Give us do more of tJiis;" 
«nd wai throne into sudi a »ta(c od agitation, that lie 
cxprcwcd hifim-Jf in u way ttutt nlonned und dt»trv»^d 
siMrvrcd on loipaticDcc liiat I iliouM kravr hint, 
lihI nli'm I trwi giving away, callnd to nie fiternlj, 
Uoii't let us \iiwi to-niorrou," 

I Wi-nt home exceetUn^l)' iinonvy. AU the hanth ob&er- 
IDS which 1 liad ever heard made upon his dmnurtcr, 
crowded ill to my mi od ; and I acH^mcd to myself like Uic 
■mstD who had piit ]m boid into the lion's Drouth a great 
tAiiaiij times wit!i pcrlect !*arirty, but at lost had it bit offl 
Next morDin^ I vnt him a note, statii^ that I Diighl 
lave been in the xron^^ but it vra.H not intentionaUy; 
lie vroE therefort*. I could not help thiDkiojj;, too severe 
upon mc4 That notwithstanding ourap^ecmcnt not to 
meet Uiat day, I would call on ^lim in my way to Uic 
cily. and *tay five minute?* by my watcli. " Vou arc 
X«iid I) in my mind* lince loU ntgtit^ suiTnuttdtiJ nilh 
doud ntki! sAunn. l^t me Imve a glimpse ot suoUilDer 
go about my affairs in serenity and cheerfulness." 
Upon entering hi» study, i was glad that lio wa« not 
Alone, which would hare madcoiir meeting more iiwk- 
ward. Thcrcwcrc with him air. SteerenitaudMr. Tyera, 
li of urhfHti 1 f>uw !uw for the first lime. My note 
had, an his own reflection, soflentd bim, for he received 
fn« rery com|klac«titly ; so that I uuexpeeledly bund 
nyadf at ease ; qikI joined in the conv€r«ition. 

He said, the criticks hod done too much honour to 
Rkfaard Bbickmore, by writing so much against 
liim. Tliat in bis " Creation " he had been helped by 
TBrioin wilv. a line by Phillips, and a line by TickeU ; 
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su that by th<rir iih1» fiikI lluiL of nthen, tW ^^n Imd 
been innde out.' 

[ ddi^Kled Black more a supposed Lines, nluch haxt 
b^en ridiculed as absolute nonsense : 

" A pninicd vent Prln« VortJjer hftJ i>n> 
•' Which from a nflk<?d Pict hi* grandKira iron." * 
• 
T main I Aimed it to be a portJcnl conceit. A Vid bang- 

paiiiUil, if be U Jain in bfittlL\ and h vt'st is made of 
hij skin, it i« a pniiilod vt:si vrau fnmt btm, thougb lie 
wn5 naked, 

JoJin«>D ipoke tmfavourably of a ceiloin p^iiy volu- 
minous author, saying, " He used to write <inon/mous 
liook^, ami then oUi^m- iKtokfi commending those books» 
in which there was »<>mclliing of rascidity " 

> [, Johnvon him«»tf han vindicated BIndiBiara upon thiit vtry poifrt* 

* Art acute corrcApocdvut of the Kuropcua Migiucinc, Aprt^ 
1*^92. has cit\it)tWxe\y opo^cd a nil^ukc wNkh hu been (iimt.cuuj]t-> 
»bly froqucnl in ascribing xhent lines to Bl»cfcm<»rc, nolw^th^tnndtnjf 
ttiBt «Sir Rtchaid S[«eJe, In ih&t vny |jof ulor work " Tb« ^«cni- 
'^ lor," mvnltoriB lh«in u vrtitlcn by (h« nuthouv of " Tbu Biitiih 
■' Prmoc*/' thr Hon. Fdwunl H(lW[kT^t, Tiir ixirrvtpt>i;(!rni nbovi* 
mcDtioned, •ticw« tKii miatnlir to be vo inrctcnile, th&l n^t an'/ Z 
ileAfndi-d th«tiiift)ii4 BWhmore'a, In iht prmence of Dr, Johrton^ 
Wlhotit any oontradielion or doubl of ikeir autlieiiticlcj» bnl tlint 
n«vcwnd Mr Whilaktr hn» aM«rtCfl in print, IbAt he unUtr- 
id» ihty vfcri- tvppmicd in the laic etlitioa of vdUion.\ of Tilnrk- 
mort- '* After nil («Ay< tbi« inteiliifen: wrtlw) it ut not unworthy of 
p^iculoT oUcrmtion. thsl thcac llirn n uftrn ijuolnl 60 nul exist 
«Uher in Blnckmore or Honrd." in " llie Uriluh l'rincf»/' Cto, 
]6lS9t DOfT before mc, p> 9(i, itiev sUiiiJ thus ; 

' ■■ A vwit ai« ivimir'il Vi>rtig«r hail on, 
" Wliich from \ha Islnnd'* fori, hin f^ranfltarr tnaai; 
" \t'hcac ulfiil colour pUA'd the Tyrun dye, 
" Oblig'il to triamph b ihm l«g»y/' 

It U probable, I ihioJu ibat aococ wi^. to or^er to omJic HonRrard 
atill nore ti4iculoai thjtn he rrally wtu, hait foraird the coopUl >a 
it no* ^rmkic*. 
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I whUpGre<l him, " Well, Sir, you are now in pood 
humour." JouseOK. ** Vcs, S^r/' I wsa going to ktvc 
him. and hnd ^i as far m» the staircase- ilc stopped 
jne» and smiling, said, " (^ct you ^onciri;'* a curious 
moi\*i of inciting tnc to stay, which I acixirclingly did 
for somt- timf loiiirc^r. 

'lliis link mciJtnlal quarrel and rcconciliatictif whicli, 
perhaps, I may be thouj^ht to have dctnUc^d too minute- 
ly, mutt be e&t«M*[ncd as oiw of many proof* whicli hi^ 
friends had, that though ho might fic chai^gcd with bad 
htimour at times, Jic was ^ways a gcod^naturcd luan ; 
and I havt heai'd Sir Joshua Ileyn«>ld?i, a Dice aiul dt*]!* 
Ciileoh»erT«*roriik]imien, lULrticuhirly I'emwk, thnt wIl^ei 
upon any ixx'jwion John^n had bec*n rough to any jicr- 
BOD in company, he took the Ifrst opportunity of recon- 
oliatioD, by diinking^ to bim, or addrcsKing his dis- 
course to him ; but if ho fuimd his di|piiticd indirect 
overtures suUeidy nc;*lcctcd. he was ijuite indifferent, 
I'onaidetcd iuiuselt' as having done all thai Iil- oug^ht 
to tlo, and tlic otbcr as now in tlie wrong* 

Iking lowt out for SiYithuid on ih^ lOlh of Novem- 

T, 1 wrote l<» him nt Strt^atham, begging that he would 

Mneet mc in town on the 9th ; but if this ahoutd Ik? very 

inconvenient to him, I would ^tbithcr. Hi« answer 

iras tB follows : 



" TO jAucs BosMXLL, Ea<a, 

"DEAR sin, 

(« Upon balancing the inooiivenieiice^ of both par- 
I find it will less incommode you to spend your 
ilgjfat bcrct than me to come to town. 1 wish to ict^ 
jou, and am orderetl by tbe bdy of this house to invite 
jvtx hither. AVlurther you t^ui rume or not. I shail not 
have any occasion of writing to you again l^ore your 
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mamogCt And thorefore tell you now, that with great 
sincerity 1 wish you happinc^. 
" ! am, t^-ai- tSir, 
" Yoar most afTcclLOimtc humble Sfrvnnl, 
- Nov- 9i 1769. " Sam- Johxson.*' 

1 wns (U'ULiiierl iit town till it wn* Um laU.* on the 

ninth, Eo went to htm early in tlio muming of the tenth 

of Norembep- " Now (said he,) thfit jrou ere going: 

to maiT)", do not expect mor^ from life, than life wIU 

afford. Vou m^y oitcn find youradt out of Jinmour» 

and you may of\en thiiik your i\~iie not studious enough 

to please you; and yet you m^ay have reAiion to con* 

rider ymir*£lf a."* npmi the wlwle very happily married* 

Talking uf marri-if^' in gi'ni<ni)» he ob^ned. *' Our 

luarriage aenice U too refined^ It is calculated only for 

tbe b«st kind of inarria^'P : whereas, wc should liovc 

E form for matohcis of convcinence, of which there ai« 

my " I Ic agreed with ntc that there was no aWolute 

lity for having the marriage ceremony performed 

»y a rrgtilaj- clergyman^ for thi« was not commandett 

[in Bcriplure- 

1 wa& volatile enough to repeat to him a little epi* 
:k »on>5 of mjne, on matrimony, whicli Mr.' 
had a few days before proctircd to be set to 
music by Uic very ingeuiouTi IMn JJihdcn. 

" lit ih* bliihe days oJ lioncy'tooon, 

" ^VEtll Kuu'9 dltircuicnlB «aiuvn, 
" I loT'd b«rUt«,, I lov'd hertoof], ' 

** And (oH'iI htTiIrnrfM Liticn. 

" Bui now my kitlr-rt'i ^wn n cftl, 

" An<l rro?v% like ot|i<r vltt*, 
*' OJ by myioul, my honm M«, 

" I ftnr *hc lift> ii\nc live*/' 

3Iy illustrious friend ooid. " It i$ very wcU, Smt; but 
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jou uliodfl not Hwear" Upon which I alttred *' O! b^ 
my HOiil" to " aJ&B, alas I" 

He wiu so good as to acconpanj tne to London, and 
itee me into tha pori>ehaiie whijrh wa« to carry me on 
my road to Scotland. And sure I am, that howevn 
inconsideruhle many of the particulars recorded at this 
time may apj>eAr to some, they will be e«t«eined by the 
bfst part of my readers ai genuine traits of his charac* 
ter, contributing together to give a fuli, fair, and dii^ 
tiDCt view of it* 

In 1770* he miMiihed a political pamphlet, entitled 
'* The Fabe Alarms intended to justify the conduct of 
mmjfltry and their majority in the House of Oommoni 
for faavioff virtually assumed It as wi axiom, that tho 
expulnton of a Member of Psrihunent was equivalent 
t» exclusion, m^ thus having declared Colonel I^terd 
to fat duly elected for the county at Middlesex, notwith- 
standing Mr. Wilkov had a great majority of votes. 
This being juitly considered as a gross violation of the 
right of election, an alarm for the constitution extended 
itarlf all over the kingdom. To prove this alarm to be 
false, was the purpose of Johnson'n pamplUet ; bnt even 
his vast power* are inadequate to cope with constitu- 
tional troth and reason, and Ms argument failed of 
effect ; and the House of Commons have since ex* 
punged the ofGmsive resolution fVoni their Journals. 
That the House of Commons might have ex]>ellcd Mr. 
Wilkes repeatedly, and as often as he should Ix! re- 
(hosen, was not denied; hut incapacitation cannot be 
but l>y an act of the whole legislature. It was wonder- 
ful to see how a prejudice in favour ol' guveniment in 
general, and an aversion to popular clamour, enuld 
blind and contract such an understanding as Johnson's, 
in this particular case; yet tht< wit, the sarcasm, the 
eloquent vivacity which this pQm|»hlei displayed, made 



k to i«4ul with tctvttt avklity «« ito Urt^-wifl^ wLU 

nit lu |iiiUh4 vQUfvnvk iiiiik Iko MiMi vf ito 

^PMnr «s«fwuM« iif iVJiMitn]HiHnM 4lBtU4*> k but Ivu 

«r Ms vlolnMv lubiMn, be itkm t Mr ofi|vr« 

10 drmrw Mkw." Awl " KvMy to il 
vriUt fH|[U mtiUttlky hy ihr 1\irki«, wttu brtik|E Um^ 

•L^IIUKHtHd to tigimttvc llirir liriuciflW I7 0|ifWMllfl to 

lUr i\>«ii(, tilt ii^ki vrt uHiafetlrrt ihttt they have tt bul 
II ki»f£ who kniw* nM tto M«»» o(' iwrly, niut wlw 
wUh^ to U- tW i>uiuii.ih Iftlliri hk|' all hU \>tf«»]il«.'' 
IV Itm (wii^hWli wliUti Vim »\ viu-v <li»Qftv«i»d lo 

«tti iJkkru ti» rvuumi tW )«tblU' uA' KU fi>rtii<M' lUt^ckv 

vhkuut ttlUmUi^ i\n ilup buihiurttlik> (rvtHk ti|Mii vt\iWh 

cIlai^ vf «^«iviik whlili tlir BrtlUh ctiuiH ImkI utklv* 

Ibtfwav^r. iw4lii»U itt tU.^ hii^tn^^t ^truiit '* \ ^ 

Mi\ Ntic4\tiitb IM wtKhiii tiv WMw HpoA nuu^ 

'1^ it4Wwti»c utiiumltW iiiiiiutr iiumIt I\v h)iii» tb- 
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to whofn Htir-^xjiituimlioii Is liabilujAl, th«t I cannot 
oniU it: . ' 

"Junel, I770-' Every man naltirally pcrsiuute 
liim^lf Uiai he can keep his resolutions, nor is be eon- 
vinccd of hb imbecility but hy Icn^h of time and fro* 
iyuency of experiment. This opinion of our oitn coi 
jtonry h f-o prrralci^t. that we alwfiv?i (1(.'n|>i.<ii^ tiirii wliu 
flUlTers hh geiitnt] an<l settled pur|jo?ie tii b»t uvrrjiowtT- 
ed by mn occ-asional dnirr. They, therefore, wIkmh 
iVcqueot fiiUiirea have made desperate, ceoiae to form; 
tesolutions; and they who uro Income cunning, do not. 
tell th<:m. Tho:^ who do not mnhe them ore wry 
few, but of their effect little ia perceived : fur scorcely 
any man jKTsLsl't in a coor;^ of liAr planned by ch<Mce«^ 
but su. })K is rc^tniim-d from drvintion by some extrmi 
|>uvi'er. Hp who may Vivv »« he iriU, seldom lii'es long 
in the oE»er%a(lon of his own rules."' 

Of this yt^r I hare obtained Uie followinf^ letters : 

" TO THE aCVf:KEND llH. rAttMKR, CAWBItlDGE- 

" As no man ouf^ht tn keep whoHy to himself anf 
pO««o^&ion that may 1>e useful to the pnblick, I hope 
you will not think mc unrcaM>nably intru3Jve, if I have 
recourse to you for such information a5 you arc more 
able to givr me than any other num. 

•* In support of an opinion which you have aln^idy 
nbijve the ne<*d of any more fttipf)orc. Mi; Steepens, 
rery in^^ious fjentlcman, lately of Kind's Coll?^, 
collected nn ftccount of oJl the tnmslauons which 
SHftkajpwux: might liave Accn and used- He wishes hts 
catalogue to be i>erfcct, and therefore inlrcals that yott 
irill Jiivour him by tlie insertion of auch additions as 

• Pnytn and MccUU1>i>n>, p. 9S. 
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the accuracy of your enquiries Ims voribled vcmi to make. 
To Um request, I take the JibcHy of adding my ovn 
ioUcitalkoii. 

" Wr liAve no immediate use tor this eatalo^c. am! 
ibvrvroix- do itot de»rc that it should iiU^rru|it or bin- 
der your monr Jinprii-taiit eiii|jloyim'iiU, Bui il will be 
kind to let ua kiww thm vmi rccHvc ic, 

" I am, Sir, &c. 
*' Jdlitttrni'i-court, Flc«*ilre*r, '* SaM. JOHNSON," 

Uftitti-Jl. 1770. 

" TO THE »EVClt£N[) WR. THOMAS WARTON, 

•• The rcndioesa with whidi you were |»ka»cd to 
promise me some notes on Shak^|x-»ru> w«» a new in- 
atancc of vour frieiid»lnp. I sholl not hurry ymi ; IhiI 
am desired by Mr. Stcevtrit^ \«lio lu-lp tivc in this 
edition, to let you know* tlwt we siwW print the tm* 
g(s!i« firii, and shall ihen'fijre wnnl first Uw notes 
wfiidi belojig 111 them. We tJiink not to imx>iiinH»]o 
the rai<l**n* w ith a sup))lenient ; and th^rvfore, what n'e 
cannot put into its profier ptoce, will do us no goodL 
We »Unl\ not begin lo print l^crore U>ecnd of six wed£9» 
pcibaps not m> Aooni 1 am, &c* 

" Undott, J«nt IS. J7m " SaM. JoilNSON." 

" TO THK ttEW PR. JOSRfn WaBTOK 
'* DKAR MB, 

" 1 AM revising my editio4i of Shrtkspcan.% and re- 
member that f rorniLTly niiftrcprt:H-Rt<:d your opinion of 
Lear. ])c plcaMnl to urlte the |um^raph lu you woitUl 
have \i, »od mmA it, Ifymi Imvr any rcimu-ks ofyour 
own upon that or any other phiy, I :diiiU gUidly rv- 
ceire Uicm. 
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" Mflkr mj (;nni|iliments tij Mr*. Wnrton. I M>in^ 
tinker think of n flnderio^ for ii &w days to Wiiichefitcr^ 
but ain apt to delay. I am. Sir, 

^ Your tnoEt humble verraQt, 
•'ScpcSl. 177a " Sam, JoiiksoS," 

■* TO MIL rilAKClii nARBF.R, AT MBS, OKAP^'ft, BI^HOT- 
9TOBTFORI>, UEBTFuKUsUlfiK. 

«DE4E FRANCIS. 

" I AM iiL IilkL k(U clown l» nriU- U> you^ and should 
hrrry much tilamc myself for having ncglecK^ii ynu w>, 
VjDgt if I did not impul*.' tlurt am! many other failings 
to want of health. 1 hope not lo l>e so long; «lent 
agiin. I am very well satisfied with your progress, if 
you cnn really {lerfonn the excrci»ra vrhidi you atx^ set t 
find I Im>|m: Mr KUi^ docs not suffer you to impose on 
hini» or on yourself. 

'* Make my coiuplinientH to Mr. Elll*, and to Mn;- 
CUpp, ind Mr Smith. 

•' Let fne know what Eni^Kfih iKKikti ynu rc«d for your 
CfJteruiniiK'm. You can never he wise unless you love 
fcoding. 

" Do not ima^ne tliat I !ih^n forp^l or forwdcc you ; 
for if, when I examine you, I fnul lluit ytni luirc ibot lost 
your Uitie, you Hhnit want no eneouragcmenl from 

** Yotu'*« affectionately, 
* London, 8*|it «5, 1 770. ^ SaM- JoHNSON/' 

TO THE liAUE. 
* DKAU FHANCIS, 

** I HOPE you mind your buEinen, I design you 

Aill Btoy witli Mr5. CUpp thirse liaEd*y». i£ you m 

9 invited out you may go, if MrfiHis gives kava 1 

have ordered jou m%ik clotlieTi, which you will receive^ 
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J bclic\-c, ucxt week. iMj coiDplimctits to Mr^ Clapp. 
and to Mr EUis, and Mr. SmiUi, kc. 
*■ lam 

*' Votir aiTecttDnatc, 
* D«erab*T 7. ma •• Sam. JoHNsosr 

During; thia jrar there vas a total cessation of all 

corrosiiojideiice between Dr Jolin«»i>n and nic» wLtliout 

ty coldiietv on cither >idv, hut tvierely froni procras* 

Einntionp continued from day to day. and ii« I wti£ 

rnot in London, I had no opportunity of enjoying hid 

CORi|Kiny and rcconJing his conversation. To &u\iyly 

thm Llank« I stiall pru'tcni my readers with somL* Col- 

iecttmea, uhligingly furni^licd to inc hy the Uev. Dr. 

Maxwell, of Falkland, in IrL*tand, hotnc time a»M»tanl 

prrachrr at the TcmpUr. ni^d fcir injmjr yi^rs the sv* 

,ci>d frk-nd of Johnson, who t^H^kc- of hiai with a wiy 

^lund regard. 

" Mv ac<jitajntance uitli that great and venerfiUe 
character cunu^ellC(.^l m die yetir JT^^^- 1 wa^ intro- 
dnci-sl to him by Mr. Grierson,' his Mdjesly's primer 
at Dublin, a ^nUemftn of uncommon learning, and 
peat wit and vivacity. Mi-. Gricrson died in tier* 
many, ut the age uf tw^^nty-iteven. Dr. JohuHon highly 
m^fR^ctrd lits abilities, and oHcn oWived^ tJiat lie 
|Kiue?ised moi^e exten^ve knowledge than any niao oT 
bis years he had ever known. Hi» Indu^ntry was ecjual 
to his takntK; and he particuhirly excelled in cvtrj 

■ Smnf tbcleank^if Mn.<TTicnon, vrhowii polTonifC^ by thelm 
Lord Gr«nHlU'. mt\d wmihc tdiioTor«<venJ of ihr cLMudiK. 

(Ucf advlkrii ufTw-Llu*. wi:li ihe nuttri of (tyrViiL*, in tiffrv «»- 
liua«^a«Op 173CJ. mudctlicntcilirtTcn'ctcsiint LMut U> Jobs, Lord 
Canrrrt, (ftrifntnith Eurl GfintilicJ by whom \hr v:a polronireil 
fcrisjr hi* r««td«ac>c m Ircbud •» LW LIcoieoaDt behrevn 17^ 
■nd 1T90. M«L«w«.] 
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species of ifJiiloJo^cal lcarntti|:. mid t«'a«, jycrh^ips, the 
bc'st mtick oftlii: age he lived in. 

" I must alwajra rememh^r wkh ^rnlilmlc my ohli- 
gatloTi to Mr. Gneru>n, iur thi* honour ntid happiness 
of Dr. John«ou'« aapiaintance and friendnhip, which 
continued uniDtemiiited and undiiniiii»hcd to his death ; 
a connection, that vra» At once the pride and happinc^ 
ot" my life. 

" What pity it js» that so much wit and good tienfue 
as tic conlinually exhihilcd in convciSatiori, ^lould 
I>cHfh unpeoc»t!<Hi ! Few |>cr«ons quitted hi» compnny 
without percrivinj; themselves wiser and heller than 
Ibcy were before. On !fcnou» siibjeet* he flashed the 
mo^^t inU-rcfting: conviction upon his auditors; and upon 
lighTcr tt^picks.ycu might have supposed — ^-Hbatw musaa 

** Tliough I cnn hoj>c to add hti t little to the celc'bnt; 
of «i exaliwia character, I>y any cominnnlcatiomt 1 can 
funukh, yet out of jjure ro'iKct to hU memory, I will 
venture to trannmit to you some anecdotes conceniing 
him, which fcU under my own ubscrvaljon. The very 
mitfuiife of such ;i charudei' must l>c iutercAtin^, and 
may he compaicd t^j l!if filiiigf^ ordiamonda. 

" In [KjlitickH hv na:^ dci-ine-d a Tory, hut certainljr 
wn* nnt *a in the obnoxious or party sense of the term ; 
for ivbile he asiicrled the le^l and salutary preroj^tives 
of the CTown^ lie no Ies« respected the constUutionaL 
liberties of the people. Wbiggism. at the time of Ihc 
Kcvolutiun, he said, was accompanied nith w-rioin 
pnitciph-s : hut latterly, as u iim^tv jMirty di^tirkction un- 
der WalpijJe and tlic- Pelham*, was no hcttrr Hum the 
|M^iiidCf of stock ji)l)lH-nt, and the it^li^on cfinfidel*. 

" He detested the idea of povcniinjf by parliomcn- 
tary corruption, aihJ n;^8erted mofit strenuout^ty, that a 
prince steadily and conspicuously imnuing iIk- intercsU 
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ofhi^ peo]>le, couM not fail of parUfimeniary i!oncur- 
rcHo*, A priiict* of Ability, he contended, iiiif;hl fttxl 
should \}Q tbc dh-ectitij; soul arkt spirit of his own od- 
iniiit.Hmtion; in Ahort, hU own minister, and not the 
mart head oi a piirty: and then, mid not till tlt^tn 
would the rojiil dimity be wnctrc-ly lespcclcd: 

" JojjHion setMrtfd to think, that « tt-rl:iifi dc^^ree of 
crown iridLiL'ftcr over the House* of PaHtjntient, (tiot 
jueaiiin^ a corrujit and shamoful dependence,) was 
very salutary* nay> even necewory- in our mixed go- 
Temtncnt* * For. (said he.) if the members were un- 
der no crowu induencx.^ and dbquitliBcd from rceciving 
mij' ^rutificalion rroin Court, uud n-SFinhM, ti> they 
.|>o»ihly mi^ht, Pym and ifaslen^^K and other stubborn 
and Aikirdy laenihers «f the long Parliamenl, the wheels 
of govciiimcnt would be totnlly obstiuotod. Such men 
n-Duld opjwse, merely to shew their power, l>om enTy, 
jealc>ijfy, and perversity of di-'tpo^ilion; and not graining 
themselves^ would hate and oppoec all who ttid- not 
lovinf^ the person of the prince, and conceiving they 
owed him little grntitudc, frcni the mere spirit of in- 
solence and ronlradiclion, thej' would oppose and 
thwart him ujmjii nil tiet^tHioiM.* 

" The inseparable imperfeeticn annexed to all haman 
governments, consisted, he said, in not bein^ able to 
crcfite a luflkricnt fund of virtue and priaciple to carry 
the laws into due and effectual e:tect;tion. AVi»dom 
might |dan, but virtue aloiic could execute- And 
where could sufficient *irtiie lie fcvund? A variety of 
delegalt^^ and olU-n diiiLTelicKiiiry powers must be 
entrusted somewlRTc: which, if not governed by Into 
grity an<l conscience, would necessarily he ahiited, till 
at la»t the constable would sell his for a shilling. 

" This excellent ponton wa* sometimes charged »ith 
nl>eUtn^ slavish mid arbitrary priuciplca ol' government. 
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NotlitD^ in my opinion could Itc & f^ro^siT raLomny and 
tni^Tepre^iitiitioii ; for how can it be rationally aupi>o$cdf 
thai he shnuld adopt such pernidoasflndtbflurdopinloais, 
who supported his |>hilofiop^tcGl characttr vrith so mudi 
dignity, wan fxtiviiit-ly j«'»lniis of hi* iv^rMinnl Hlieriy 
am] imiqicrdrwrj^imd c^oiild mrt Ijixxrft Ihw KiniillMt 
Ji3^>c«rance of n^)e<:t or insuU, even fW>m the highest 
penoDA^-fi ? 

^ But kt us vic-w him in sotne tnetanccfi of more 
fnmiliar life. 

"^ Hb g:eTi<>T*! mode nf life, during my acquaint ante, 
leemcd to be pretty unifiirm. About twelve o'clock I 
commonly vinted him, nnd frwpietitly found him in bed, 
or iltKlaimti^ nwr his tea, which ho drank very (4(*n* 
tifully. lie pencrally had n levee of mominp vmtf>t%, 
cUeflymen (rfktlrrs; H;iwkc'Sw«iHh, Goldsmith, Mur- 
phy, l^ngtoii. Steepens, Hcauclcrk, ^c. &c. and trome- 
timrs Ic^mtxl hidicn: paHiciilsrly I remember a Fnmch 
lady of wit arKl fnathton dmng him the honour of a visit. 
He ««n*"d to nw^o he ronsidercd as a kind of puUick 
uracfpf whom every liody thought ihey Had a right to 
Tuit ai>d conxutt ; and dmlMlex they were wiell reward* 
cd. 1 rn-vcr could dUcorer bow he fouod tiniL for hte 
compooitions. He dcctnimed all the morviDt;, then 
went to dinner at a tavern, where he commonly staid 
late, nnd then drnnk hi* trti at snme friend's hon^c, ovw 
which he Irjitr^nil n grt-at whik-^ hut ■rldjjm tocik !iiip|>er* 
I fimtry he mnst have read and wrote chiefly in 1^ 
«ighl> for ! can ec«K^'ly rocolKvt that he evrr n>fu««l 
gokng with me to a tavem, ami he often went to Ra»^ 
laght whk'l] he deemed a place of innocent nKTeatiom. 

"1-lc fiviguc-ntly ^ve all the ulvtr in h» pocket to 

' [On itie Drc«««ity o( nvtn iaflu«nrr, art Ikmcfirr'i Scnacon an 
t1i<^Aa«ticaQ HcTolutkn, p. 218 » and Mcy'> Moml PtrikftOfby. 
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the poor, wlio wMchcd liim, between his boi]«e and the 
tav^^ni where he dined- He walked the slrceU &t all 
hourat nnd sttd he was never robbed, for the r^g^ics 
kxvtw he lukd littk monc}', nor httd the appcjirance of 
hnring much. 

" Thriii^h the niDHt anre^ilile ami cninnuinicfitive 
mfia alive, yet when Ui^ sii^pectcil he wax invited to lie 
exbUut^l) he con8tantly spurned the inviration. 

** Two youn^ women from Stcffi^rdxhife visited him 
wlwii I was present^ to consult him on the suhjc^t of 
Mctbodum, to which ther were incliiicil. ' Come, (ssti*! 
he.) yon pi^etty foob, dine with Maxwell and me At the 
MiiR'y aiid we u'il] t;tlk over that suhji^ct;' which they^ 
did, and after dinner hv took one r^ them upon his kno^, 
and fondled her for half an hour together. 

*■ Upon a visit to in« at a country lodging* near 
Twickenham, he asked what sort of society ! hod thcrc, 
1 told hini, but indifferent; as lhe>' chiefly cooisbtcd of 
Ofmicnt trndcni, retired Jrotn husincM. lie said, he 
never much liked that class of people : ' Kotv Sir, fsaid 
he) thrr liavr Inst tliecivaity of lra<hranien, without ao 
quiring the manners of ^I'tiUemcn.' 

*Jolm«oii wat much attached to London:^ he oT>- 
servedf that a man stored hU mind better there, than 
any where cUc; and that in remote sitnationfi a man's 
Imdj might )w feasted, hut his mind wns starved, itnd 
his (acuities apt to degenerate, from wont of exercise 
and competition. No place, (be said) cured avians 

* [frienCaigno hibd the ttmr KfTe-ciiop t^xr Fiji*, which Johnnon had 
far Loftdon^^" Jc fiiitrK' tfrntlremen^ (rtttyu he m hii Kwriy on 
Vaallyj) Jutque 1 vei vemcv et A mm lachcA. Jr ne «iii« Fninqni, 
qua |Mf ceEic giande cit^ gnnilr «a pniplrv, gmtiifr en Telidte de 
•on DMicitc DoiA aur tcf ut ^nndc cl incomiuirabk en t^nci« et direr* 
»UG dtt commoditci : la gloifc it* lu Tran*^*, et fim (hi |]1ui jiMtt 
ornuDCTn da nkondc." Vol. iii. p. SSI, cdaL Am>lcrdj(m, JTdl. 
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vanity or arrxifnuMre, so vrell ax London; for as no nmu 
was dtbi*r f^R^&t or good per s£t but m comptrtd with 
others not so ^ood or great, he was sure io find in the 
iiii-tro|>olU [ituny hU equals, and some liis supetioun. 
lie obftcrrctia that a man in London v ah In U-ta Hnngvr 
of falling in line ijidiscrei-tlj-, lliiin any wcrt' else : for 
llienr iJic i1if!iL!ult}' <>f iWuItn^ bctwoen lh« conflicting 
preK-rmoniG ofavaKt v»riMy of objector kept liim cnfc. 
He told me, chat he had rieqiienliy been oflfcn-d coun- 
try pn.'f^Tmont, if he woi^Id co]i>^:nt to take orders; but 
he could not leave the improved aocicty of the capital, 
or consent to exchan^^ the eshtlariiling jo}"! and Hplcn- 
diddeoorattons of publick lifc| for the obacLinly, insi- 
pidity, and unifomiiiy of remoti' Mittiittiont. 

" Speaking of Mr, Hurte, Canon of Windsor, and 
writer of * The f lislopy of Custavus Adolphus,' he 
iTkuch commended him us a scholar, and a man of the 
moit conipanionablo talents he had cvxr known. He 
wid. the delects in his history proceeded not from im< 
brcitity. but from fopj»cry, 

" He loved, he sntd, the oM block letter boijk;< ; thi 
were rich w matter, though thwr -^lyh' was iitclegant ; 
wonderfully so, coti^dmng how t^nvL-rsani the writers 
were with the best models of ami<|uity- 

" BurtonV ' Anatomy of Meiaiicholy/ he snidf 
ttie only l>ook thai ever took Inin out of bed two houn!^ 
sooner than he wis^K-d to rij»c. i 

'* Hr freqitcDtly cxhortt^d me U} jcet alMHit writing a 
Histovy or frx-hind, ami ;tixhly n-marked, tlicre had 
been some good Irish writers, and that one Irishman.i 
luij^tU at least aspire to be equal to another. He hadi' 
^reat cx>rnpftsnoti for thi' iiiberie« and distre^M's of 
Ih'ih nation^ particularly the Fjipists ; and sevoirly re-' 
jirobabxl the Ivarbarous debilitating |K>licy of the Br>« 
tub gOTcmnH-nt, which, he ^lid* was the most detest* 
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able mode of pcrsccutioiK To a g^mteinaii, who hintoi 
sucli poLicx might 1)6 Ticccs5ary to support the authoritj^ 
oftlu' T-ii^lish govt-Ttinifnt, he rcj>Itcd hy sfijiof^, * l^t 
the authority cl tlit' English govrmmctJl |irn!*h, rnther 
than be nwUiitaincd by iaiquhy. Bt-ttt-r wodid it he to 
reatmin the turhuJcnoG of the Daiives hy the authority 
of the sword, and to make them amonahle to law mid 
justice by an tllcctual and vi^rous jjolice. Uvun to grind 
jtJiem to powder hy all nmrtncr of didohilitics and inca- 
uparititt. Better (said he) to han^ or drown [M-npte at 
oner, than \ty an uiirt'h-iilini^j jst'fsiiittidn In bt^gyar mid 
■tarve them.' The niodcnition and humanity of the 
present timefi have, income me;mire, juitificd the wj^- 
dom of his obscrvationEp 

" Dr. Johoioii T^fls often accused of pnyudiccs. nay, 
antipatliy, with regard to the nati^^es of Scotlnnd. 
Surdy, ao illiberal a prejudice never entered hi* mind : 
end it es well known, many nalivcji of that resihrilJiWe 
cciinir)' [losise&sed a lar^^e >hare in his e^eeia : nor were 
any of them ever exeluded fwm Jii* gt«.>d offiee«t a« far 

Opportunity iwrmitled. True it is, he consid<Tt^l the 
Seotcli, iKilioDally. as a crafty^ dcsiffnin;; people, eagcriy 
attentive to their own inu-re^t, nnd too apt to overlook 
the c\^ms and pretenaiona of other people. * While 
tliey eonfiriL- their benevolence, in a manner, exelu- 
idvtjy to those of their own country, iJjey e\p*'ct to 
idiare in the good oflires of other people. Now (said 
Johnson) this principle U either right or winng; if 
right, we should da well to imitate such conduct ; if 
wix}ng. we cannot too much detest it/ 

'' iteir^ solicited to compose a funeral fermon for the 
daughter of a tradesmarir he iiatLinilly inquired into the 
AitractcT of the deceasetl ; nnd being told ihe'wa^ re- 
marknblc for bei' humility hikI < undeHcenaion to infe- 
xtoun, he obsencd, that thow were veiy hurdabJc C|UA* 
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KSf but It m^it not lje so rajy to discor^r wfao tb* 
Hdr'a infbrioun vcr«. 

" Of a certain ptayor h4i cvmaikccl, tJ>at his conrci^, 
mtioQ asuaUy threatened and announced more than ik' 
performed ; that he fed you with a continual renovation, 
of hope, to end to a constaot succession uf di»|ipoint- 
nteuU 

" Wlien «x»tpeTM«d br coutradicHoo, he iras apt to 
treat hts opponents nith too mueh aarimony: u^ * Sir, 
you don't see your way through thai i|Uwtioii :'^' Sirs 
you talk the longun^ of ignonmc*'/. On my obscrrii^ 
to him that a ccrtaiD ^:cntlcman had rcmaiQed »lcnt tlie 
whole* rvcnm^, in the mUUt of a rrry bfilliAnC and 
Ic^ntetl ^ocii-ty, ' Sir, (said he,) the convenatton over* 
flowed, and drowned hi in/ 

" Hts phtJosopliy, thou^i stiftcrc and sotimin, was 
by BO nieans morose and cynical, and never blunted tlie 
lotidablc Acngbiljtics of tit* chnractcrr or exempted him 
firom the mtfuencc of the tender pos^ons. Want of 
tendemcs. he always allcd^cd, wax tt-aot ol^ part5> and 
wm TX> le9ia proof of rtuptdJty tlian depravity. 

" Spvsking uf Mr. H^iiwav, who jEijlili^<d * An 
Eight Days' Jotimcy Trum Tendon to PortsnMnttb/ 
* Jonas, (said he,) acquired some reputation by tmvd- 
ttng al)ro«d, but lo«t it all hy cra\-etling at hoinc.' 

** Oi the passion of love ho remarked, that its rio- 
Icncc ax>d ill elTccts were much cxa^cralcd : for who 
knowi any real sufferiitjcrs on that liead, more than from 
the rxoiHiitaiicy uf uiiy iitlier [MMnoii ? 

•■ He much cammmdrd * I^w't* Smiau C*ll,' wlueh 
be said was the finest picc« of hootatory thvoLogy in 
nuy lani>ua£*c. * Law. (said he.) fell laUcrly into tlie 
nveries or Jacob Bchmen, whom l^aw alle<)ged tc liavc 
bem Mmiewhal io the same state with St. Paul, and to 
have Men nnutUrahte things* Were it even ao, (said 
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Johnson,} Jacob would have resembled St> l^aul still 
tnoupt Ijy xkol n\Xtrm\Au\g (o uUer them." 

•■ He ulKcrvod, timt xIk eslablbhcd clcrpy in p^iienil 
dill iioL prracli [ilain enough ; und diat jxjlinlied |M^iifKl» 
Bnd glilteiiDg svtitunces flew ovi-r the lurndji of the 
common people, without any impirssion upon their 
hearts. Something mij^t be necessary, he observed, to 
excite the oJfcctions of the common people, wlio were 
eunk iQ languor an<l lethargy, and therefore he supposed 
that the new concoinitnnts of methodism might jiro- 
bably produce so desirable an effect. The mind, like 
Uie boily, be olieerved, deligbted in change and novelty, 
and evifii in religion itself, cutirted new iippearancos 
mid modifioitions, Whate%'er might be thought of 
BOme methodist teaeher^, he said, be could scarcely 
doubt the. sincerity of that man^ who travelled nine 
hundred miles in a month, and pn>ached twelve times a 
week ; for no adequate reward, merely tetDpord^ could 
be given for auch indcfbti^ublo labour. 
' " Of Dr, Priestley's theological works, he remarked, 
that they tended lo unaettle every thing, an<l /ct settled 
nothing" 

" He was much alfccted by the death of his mother, 
and wrote to mo to come and assist him to compose hi* 
mind» which indeed I found extremely agitated. lie 
lamented that all serious and religious convonsation waa 
banialicd from the tK>cicty of men, and yet great advaiv 
tages nught be derived from it. AH acknowledged, he 
aaid, what hardly any body practiced, the ntilig^ttioitK 
we were under of making Uw? <Hjncernx nf eternity the 
governing [nirKiplev of our lives. Every man, bo ob- 
srrveil, at l:ist wiihcs for retreat: he sees his expecta- 
tions frustraCeEl in the world, and begins to wean hinu 
self from it, and to prepare for everlasting separatian. 

'^ He observed, that the influence of London now 
vol,, n. 1 
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cxt^dcd every where, and that frora all manner of 
comnmiiH aii^n being opened, there ihcolly vt*nt\d \mj no 
remains of the ^mieiU i»iniplicity, or filaces of cheap 
irtrcst to be fouiHl. 

" Ho was DO admirer of blank-verw, and said it 
alivnys foiled, unless sustained by the dimity of the 
aulgect. lu blank-vcrsc, he said, (be lan^a^'c auflircd 
tDore dtst<^ion, to keep it out of prose ibun any in- 
convenience or limitation to be apprch^nckd from tlie 
shacklcTi aii(l rircums^R-cUon of rli^mc- 

" He reprovctl me once for nny'mg grM-v witliout 
-mention of the name of our Lord JmVA Chkist, and 
hoiked in futuf^ I would l>e more mindful of ilie ajws- 
tolieal itij unction. 

^ He refused to ^ out of a room Icforc mc at Mr. 
I^angton's hoiiM<, fiaying, lie hoped he knew his rank 
better than t« prciumc to take place of a Doctor in Di- 
vinity- 1 mention sui'h Uttle aiiecduleH, merely lo Jiiit-w 
the peeuUar turn and baUil of hi^ mind. 

" He used frequently to olMcrte, tiiat Uiere w** mi>rc 
to tie eiKlured than enjoyed, in the general condition of 
human life; and frequently quoted those lines of Dry- 
den: 

•■ Y«t nU hope plwu'C from nliai tuii rvmaiA." 
For Ins part, he said, he never passed that week in hia 
lifewhidi he would wirfi to repeat, were an angel to 
make the prop<»al to him, 

" He was of uj^nion, that tlie English nation euUi- 
vatcd both their *oil and their reMOoi better than any 
otlKT people; but admitted that the Frencii, thou;ch 
not tl>c highest, perhaps, in ttny tUiwirtment of lil(-ni- 
ture, yctin every dep«rtuienl were vcrjr high. Intel- 
lectual preeminence, he ub*enod, was tlie highest su- 
periority ; ond tlial ctery nation derived their highest 
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roiiutntion from the »p[«ndour and dip^ity of thriv 
UTtters. Voltaire, he sjtid, was it good narrator^ &nd 
tliat hl.s pi-iiicif»al merit coikHUled itt a hA[>pjr selection 
and fiTTHiigcmriit of dministaTtrcF, 

" Spenkin^ of the French novels, compaiied with 
Richardson's, he snid, ihey mSffht !x? pretty baubles, 
but a wren wii« not an eagle. 

" Jn a Latin conversation with the Fere BoKo\'itch, at 
tlic bouBO of Mrs. Cholmondeiy, I heard him maintaia 
the siii>enority of Sir Isaac Newton over all for«g«i 
pliiloBophfuv with a dignity and elotjuence thni sUr* 
prUed tJml Ic^rntftl fumgiter. It boiiig oh^'rvefl to htmj 
tliat a rage for every thing EnglUlt prevailed much in 
Franee, after Lord (lialham'ft ^lorioii* vv«r, he said, he 
did not wonder at it, for thai wo had drubbed those fel- 
low* into a proper rcvcrcnec for us, and that their na- 
tional petTilanrc reqiHred periodical chostiacmcnt. 

" Lord L>^tclton'£ I>ialo^ue^ he deemed a nugatory 
pLTformance. ' Tliat maii» (said he,) sat down lo writo 
a [jcak, to tell the world what L)ie wnrld had sll his life 
been t(^nin^' liim.* 

" Somebody observing that the Scotch Highlander^ 
in the year 17^5, had ina<ic ^rpriEtng eflbrts, constder- 
ing their numeroiw wants and disadvantages : ' Yes, Sir, 
{sivid he,) their wnnt.t wt-rc numerous : but you have not 
mcnlionrtl the greatest of them alU — the want of law.' 

* ^x-aking of the inward fight, to wliieb wime me- 
ihodist*: pretended, he. said, it was a principle utterly 
iDO>[n|intitle with soriai or civil security. ■ If a man 



* [In a T>JA4:«unc by Sir ^\111iam Joat«, nddroMcd to llic A^ioudc 
S«ci«L/, k'cb. IM, 17K5, it th« fiflloning pnu^gc ; 

" Oae of ihc tam\ skgncbtu men in IhU age wlio CMiinuOt I liopcv 
to impr^e ami uilom it. Samuel Johnnon, romnrkcfl in my hearings 
thoA tf Nenrtun liml Elounahvdin HiiociuOrcc^c. hcwouUhaircbeeri 
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(said he,) i>ret«tid^ ti> a prindple of action of which I 
Cttn know notl^iTif^, nfty, not to mtich ju that be has it. 
but only that he protends to it; how con 1 tcU what 
that pcrsou may be prompted to do ? When a pctwo 
ftiofinses to be governed by a VkTitlen aecertoiDcd law, 
I can then know when: tu find hjm-' 

•' Tlio [loem of Fiiigal, he sah), wan a rm-n uucon* 
nectt^ rha|>8od}r, a tiresome n^ketilu^rn of thr uiino 
imi^^. * In vain diidl we look for tlie iucidus ordoj 
where thero h neither end or object, design or moral, 
fi€€ c^rta rtcurrit imaged 

,,^ Beii^ asked by a youn;: noblemen, what wai be- 
come of the giJlantr)- and military splnt of the old En- 
glish nobilitv^ be replied, ' Why, my I^onl. I'll tell you 
whut is beconie of it : it is gone into the city to look for 
a fortune/ 

** S{M!aking of a dull tiresome feHow, whom he 
clmmi-d txi iiK-rf, he said, ' That fclluw seems to roe to 
IKKUieHs but oii« idea, and that is a wronj^ one/ 

*" Mwrl) rmjuii'y Imring been nmdr crpncemtng a 
genilemaiit who had qtiitted a compimy wlK-rr Johnwo 
WBSy and no infonnaticin iK^in^ obtaini.^1 ; at lasit John* 
obsrnr^-tl, iJutt * be did nut r;irf to speak til of any 
man behind hij« back, but he- believed the gcnttemau 
wft« nn aHorney- 

" He spoke with mueh contempt ot^ tJte notice iukcn 
of WoodhouMC, the poetical shoemaker. He said it was 
ail vanity and childiithnesjt : and thai such obJectH wen.\ 
totbiise who patronized tbcm, mere inii-roniuftht^ir own 
BUpenonty. 'They had 1>ctter (said he,) funiidi tlie 
man with good implements for hb trade, than ra'ijte huIk 
iCriptionf for his jkorms. He may make uu excellent 
■hoemokeTp but can never make a good poH. A sehool- 
boy'i exercise may be a pretty thing for a scliool-boyj 
but it is no treat for a man/ 
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Speaking of Boetius, who was the favourite writer 
of Ihe middle ugp^ he said it was very mrpri^ng, that 
upati *uc\i a Huliji^n, and in !iuc1i a situation, he «houkl 
be mtigis philcnophus iftwm Chrhtianmr- 

•• SpealEin^ of Arthur Marpliy, whom he vciy much 
kived, * I don't know (said he>) that Arthur can bo 
classed with the very first dramatick writem; yet at 
present I doLibt much whether wc have any thing su^ 
riour to Arthur. 

*'Sj>raking of th*^ national debt, he said, it was an 
idle drvnin to su|)|io:^ iViat thf cotiiitry could sink under 
it« Let the pubtick rn.*ditor« E>r ever so dninonjuSt 
the interest of milliotis must ever prevail over that of 
tbou^odfi. 

" Of Dr< Kennioott*B CollationSt he obscr^'ed, that 
thoug;h the text should not be mueh tncndcd thereby* 
yet it was no small advantage to know that svc had as 
good a text AS the most consuEnmatc industry and dili- 
gence couhi procure. 

'^ Johnson obscrrrd^ that so many objections might 
be made to every th'mg, tliat nothing cnuld avorcoine 
then but tlie necessity of doing somettilng. Ko nma 
would be of any profe»Kicn, as aimply opposed to not 
being of it ; but every ono must do something. 

"He renmrkctf, that a Ij^ndon parish was a very 
confoTtlcsfi thing : for the dcrgymmi seldom knew the 
face of one out of ten of his pandtiioners. 

" Of lh(f lai<? Mr, Mallet lie spukc with no giTjit les- 
"peet ; said, he wa? residy for any dirty job : that he had 
wrote Aguinst Byng at tJie instigation of the ministiy, 
was equally ready to write for biin, provided he 
>und his account in it. 
. " A ^tttlcni4in who hod been very unhappy in mar- 
Tijlgc, maiTicd immediately aller his wife died : Johnson 
■aid, it was the triumph of hope over experience, 

" He obsefvedp tlial a man of sense and education 
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^iould meet a suitabk companion in a wife. It was a 
miMmble Uiiog iv)ieti tLe convc-reatioD could only be 
such fis. whether Uic mutton sliould be boiled or rooitotf 
and probaljly » dUputc jibout thu(. 

'* He did not up^ytovc of late marriage?, obserrhtg 
thnt nioj^ was lost in |>oint of time, ihnri t^iin[H-: tooted 
r<»r lij' iiuy |invJfil[- HdvuiiUigi'jt. Kvctii til ;i«»orli'd mat- 
rijij{i-» were |irefi:rub)e to cltocrlc^t oelilj&cy. 

**Of old Sheridon he remarked^ that he neither 
wanted parts nor literature; but that his vanity and 
li^uixoU^in objured his merits. 

" He soid, Ibppcry was never cured ; it was the bod 
5tnininn of tlic mind, which, like tho^e of the l>ody, 
wei'e never rectified : once a coxcx>i]ib, himI alwAys a 
coxcomb. 

^f-Beinff told thjtt GillK^rt Cowper cuUcd him the Ca- 
libnn of Jitcmture; * WcU, ($aid he,) I must dub him 
the funcTuQdlo.' 

*' Speaking of the old Enrl of Cork and Orrcrf , he 
said, * that nun spent hia life in catching at an ol^cci* 
[litrtary miiiieiicrj which he. had not power to giaH^k 

*■ To find a substitution lor vi[il;«UHl mondity, he- wud, 
' in» tbe lending feature in all pcrreniom of n?]i|rioii. 

** He often used to quote, with i^at p:ilhoi£, tbove 
fine lines of Viipt: 

< Optima ftr^yuf tfia mtrnt nwiiilihvt avi, 
' /Viirni /iffil ; oJttMisi rnvrii ItitSitfue «vn=lMf 
' ^ /oWf it 4ur^ rapti incicMfB/M miwtii* 

" Spcakini? of Homer, u-hom he venerated as lli^l 
prince uf poets, Johnnon r^^^mnrked tbal the ndvice given 
to Uiooied ^ by Ills father^ when he scot him to thd 

• [pr, MnxwUi meniory h:u» ilccrivwl him. Glancat " th« 
v3«iinpIm> n-cri^^l till counsel ; ^nJ Clufbc'l t/ftiuUtJi>o oftlic 
(II. 1. 1.9DB,) ■» fti fcitkM«T 

" Ul bon^c foriMiac rem fcicrcm, ct aupcciov tiruic 



Trojan iror, w^ the noblest exhoruition that could be 
icstaaced in any hcatlton wntcr, jtnd compriacd in a 
aingic hne; 

whicht if I recollect well, U translated by Dr. Claric 
tikus : temper appeicrc pra^tanliuimax ct omnibut aiiU 

" He obstTiied^ * it waa u mo»l mortifying nrilcction 
for any mati to omauter. t^A^f he had Jof^e, compared 
with what Ac w^A^ Ajtf ^/orte/ 

** He Hoid few people bad intcLLcetual resources voffi- 
ctcnt to fon:^ tlic plcoAures of vk'ine. 'Ili^y could not 
ollierwbc contrive how to fill the intcn-al between din- 
ner »nd Hupper, 

" Hr went witli me, one Sunday, to hear my old 
Ma«l<T, Gregory Sliar|H^, ju^acli at ttif Tempi*-. — In Uie 
prefatory pr«yer, SttarjK- ninlid ilIuhjI JJOcr/y, as a 
Messing most fervently to be implored, and its contiDii* 
ana* prayed for, Jobn.'con obfterveil tbat our iibcriy waa 
iji nosortof dQn{:cr:~hc would have done mucbbettcri 
to pray ng^unst our iiccMicMticJS. 

" One evening at Mrs. Montagu's, where a splendid 
conipjiny vran axieinhhHl, coniiudiiig' iif lIu- mtudeiindciit 
literary character^ I tliougbt he sccmcyl hij^bly pleased 
with the respect and altenlioa chat were nhewn him, 
ftnd a«kcd him, on our return )m>ui4>, ifho was not high- 
ly gratijUd by hij visit : " Xo, Sir, f^id he) not highly 
gftttijiat; yet 1 do not recollect to have pdujted many 
CTcning^ u^/i/cver oly^iomP 

"lliough of no hi^ extraction hini»elf, he had much 
Ktpcct for birth aftd family, cttpeoially amun^ Udicf* 
He said* ' adventitious accomplishments may he pos- 
sessed by all mnks ; but one may i-asily di&tinguUb Uic 
born ganikwufnan^^ 
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*' He laidp ' the |»oor in England were better pro<- 
videdfor, than in any other country of tlu> Munc extent: 
be did not mean little Canton:^, or petty Kepubbcks.^ 
Where a great proportion at the people (»aid ht\} are 
fruHen^d to langubh in helpless mLKry, that country 
oiust I>c ill iwliced, and wreichcdly governed : a decent 
provision for the poor tit the true test of civUt/jitiun— 
Gentlemen of educaUon, heohaerved, were pretty much 
the same in all cnunlHe^; the condition of the lower 
orders, ihc jxwr especially, was the true mark erf national' 
difloimination.' 

« When the com laws were in agitation in Iroland, 
by which that countr)' has l^etn en;ii>let] not only to 
ftT<l itjttrlf, but to rxport corn to a Iftr^^'c atnonnt ; Sir 
Thom&j» Robinson observed, that tho?ie laws might be 
prejudicial to the eorn*trade of En^rlund. ' Sir Thomax, 
(wild he,) you talk the lan^ia^j^c of u 3«>vaj»c: what. Sir, 
would you prevent any people from feeding lliemselrt 
if by any honest meaas they can do it ?' 

^ 1% being mentioned, that Garrick amated Di 
BiowDCf the aulhour of the * Estimate,' income dra-* 
nuitick ajin|if]Mtiiji], ' No, Sir ; (naJd Jolinfti^n,) he nuuld , 
no mcrr tnlTer Garrick to writ*' a Unr in h\% play, than 
he would suffer hun to mounl his puTpit/ 

" Spe«krng of Burke, he said, ' It was commonly ob- 
served be spoke too often ill Parlinmeiit; but nobody 
could say he did not »pcak well* though too frequently 
and too familiarly/ 

^ S|ieaking of economy, he remarked^ it was hardl 
worth while to save anxiouiily twenty jwunds a year, 
a man could save to that degnee, «o as to enable him to' 
assume a different nmk in voeiety, then, indeed, it migbtj 
anmrcr aoim^ purpose. < 

** He olwervod a princi|)a] aouroe of erroneous ji 
mcnt was, viewing thing?imrttiillya[id only oooitcjufc; 
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Ski tbr iofitance, fortune-hunters, when they contcm- 
platrd the fortune* ^irt^l^ and ^€partuehf, it wag a da^- 
Eling and tempting object : bat when thc>- came to pos- 
sess the wires and their lbrtune» togetinf\ they tjc-gnn 
to suspect they bad not made quite sogoo<l a bargain. 

"Speaking of the late Duke of KorthumlH-rlanti Jiving 
Tilery Di»^tificei)tJy when IajixI I.ieutro.'iiit iif Iivlaiul, 
»omv4K>dy remarked, it would he difficult to find « suit- 
able succesBor to him: then^ exclaimed Johnson, he is 
enl^Jit to $uc<:eed himself. 

" He advised roe, if possible, to have a good orehimL 
He knew, he »td, a clcr^'man of .imail inoomc^ who 
hrought up a family very reputably^ which he ebictiy 
fed with apptc domplins. 

•' He, said, he had known several good seliolara 
amung the Irish genUemen ; but senreely any of tfieni 
eorrect in quantity. He extended the same observalion 
to Scotland. 

*' Speaking of a certain Prc]at4^ who exerted himself 
very laudably in building churches and parsonage* 
liotifcs ; ' however* »aid lie, I do not find tliat he is 
esteemed a man of much profcsaional learning, or a 
liU'ral jmtron of It;— yet* it \s well, whei'e a man |io»- 
n^iB9C% tiny *tnn(g positivt* excu'lk'ner.— Few biivc all 
kinds of miTit Lvtonging to their character. We must 
not examine matters too deeply — No, Sr, ufaitibte 
being will fail somewhere. 

" Ttilking of the Irish clergy, he aaid. Swift was a 
man of great partB* and the instrument of much good 
to liLs country. — Berkeley was a profound scholar, aa 
well as a man of fine iniflgination \ but Usher, he sai<^ 
was the greiit lurninury of the Irish church ; and a 
greater, he added, no church could lx>ast uf ; at least 
in modern times. 

'■ AVe dinod tiU-A-Ulc at the Mitre, as I was prcpor- 
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inff to rfUni to Ireland, aflcfAii abacncoofmaQy years. 
1 regTi.HU:d mudi Ic-ftrmg |juiidoD> whcir I liud foniicd 
Vuny ;Qc'^eiiljli7 cuniiexicuis : ' Sir, (uiiii he.^ I dout 
ondiT at ft : no wmi, font! of letters, leaver Loiiduu 
without rpj^Tvt. But remember^ Sir, yoii havt-g^Q&nd 
enjoyed a ^reat deal : — you liAve aceti lif<t in ibi highest 
iJccoratlona, ami the world htis nothing; new to othlhit, 
—No man is »o welt qualified to leave imbUck life as 
lie nho lias long; tned it and known it welJ. W'c arc 
always hankering idler tinlnj.-(I nUiatioif\aiid imagloing 
gfva^U^v felicity (nnu thi-in than llity rnii HlFDrd. No, 
Sir, knowledge and virtue may be acr|i]iix'd in all coun- 
tj'ies, atid your locnl eofiM(iiH?i)ce will make you Honie 
mncnds for the intdlectuni tTi'Atification^ you ix?Iim|ui:di/ 
lien he quoted the fcUou-ti^ lincT^ Vkilh ^rcat [utthos : 

* n« *ftfi has Mrly known thepompk of »tnlc 

•Aod after ha»mg vjcwij the j^udy Imitr 

* Cjin bultlly ny, ihc iriflr 1 conirnm : 

* Willi tuch n one coriicntcd could I Ktc, 
' Cnnic^lf rt <tHilil \ ditr."? — 

* [B«ing d»irouft to tnet the»e rtnct lo the rounuin-hcnd, vSlct 
hafir^ in vain mrnr*l uvtr nt-t^cml oF our tldtr pot;l» wiih tTiv hi 
of Jighiiiifc ^ri tticm, 1 appli«cl it> Dr. Mii3rir«tl. tiuv,- ri'iiiknl fit Oat1i« 
Tur the piirprnr nf MdcnMimng lt>m luthnur: but ihoi i^cnilciiinB 
couU furThUh rci aid tin ihb occiulon. Al IciijEth the linci hare 
h«r«n f^itrarrrcd hy lh« iHChour'i teyiinj «on, Mr. Jncnc* Bocwrll^ in 
iIlc Lonrtnn MniEVitnr ^r Jdly, 173Z vrlictc ihcy form |iArt ofa 
porin nn HjrTJiEnus'r, th^re puhEit^^J ni^cnymuuvty* Ivl in (nc\ t«a 
Ire nf^monln found) co^ntrd nith MNncnli^ht mrintioni frmn on9, 
^Wntih'i ■mailer |ior&», rntttk4 '* '11m Itmtamtnti' mid ih^.-| 
ciliiljqt uiotLcr proof of ifhai hivt been rltcwhcif oUcrvrd bj ih« 
nulhour (^f thcn^ork bcfoiviu, iS»i John»on rctninrd in bin mvoioiy 
rtv^mcrUnf objitureor nc^rdrd |)Drin% In (lool^ns icnca of that 
dcKription, bcnpprm liy a »1i;tbl *iin»tkvi lo havoi«in*llBM fl**! 
dicniH moral turn, nad to hnvi* dntcnutflr nddf«cd th^ulo ha 01*9 
■wnllmcRti, vtbtTT the orf^iniil bad a wry dill«fTnt itti^toty. Thui^ 
in tbr pTTt4^i in*tanfp. (lu Mr, J, }h»v*rl1 oLnmc» to mc) " ll^t 
yulbguv of ibt |iwm (lU/rc-aicntkincd obibib hioudf as Imiiiiic tt* 



*• He Ihea took a ii«j»t affeLtlng leave of mc ; satd» 
he knew it wa» a point i>idut}f l>»iil (^alk'd mc away.— 
^WeahallallbcHorrj to loso you, &ai<i bu : taudo taminS" 




liradtothccouoiry, CO livoiil the vain fo!li«ncifa tuwn lifi^i^-amljU 
liuD^ avftrkc ftad the pursuit of plnsurc, contruEc J with the cnjojr- 
' menu of (he ccnimry, xnA (he <IeT&ghtfi)1 convpr«htion that iTiv brixibAp 
dc- fufDiib : vhich he liolclt tobc inliniulyiDOr«p]ejuii]g and instruc- 
tive than any vhkh lon-n* oflori- iU l« ihra led lo conxider the 
wcakncu of tlvc huiann loii^d, and after luiucniiog lliat he (the 
vrrilCf) who IB neither cmlaTcd bf aTaricCt mnUtiiin, ur plciuurcj 
hivi yet mBdchicoitdf ft«tATe tr>/otr, he thu^ prjice<?dK t 

" l/thi« dirt pauicjn never wJt be done, 

*' Ifbcauty alvra^ muil u/ heart enthml, 
*' O, nthvr Ivl mv bv vrndaved by ont, 
" Than modi; thu^ become a sJiTc to alt; 

" fWlAir<g< fl^tAntfWJi 7i> ^iKVLiivi:eio(CJrrififHr>, 
* ^nj, ojlrr hiving f>in>ii th^ ^"K'^y ''*"i'» 

•* In hLT bItHi armi eoritmifd twttd Ilhft, 
** CtfMeMcd^ovJd 1 dk. ftiic, O my mind 

■ hnngintvy icenei of bliu deceive , 
•* With hopes of jovh iojpo^iible to Gn<3." 

Another irmuncp of Johnion's r^ULining in hi« nenory renfuby 
obicure authoun U given in Mr. UoAwcir* '' Joamtl o[a Taur to the 
ffriindra ;" wh^re, in eonivquenee t>f heotinf^ » gtrJ ipinningSn* 
chamber urcr ihnt in which he vtu suiin^. he repeated ibcsv linen, 
whirh he \iu\\ were wntten by ore (rifhrd, a dcr^man ; but the 
po«A b which they art iatraduced, hu htlherta been uml iMKivcrcdi 

" Vcme iweetcnt tcdl^ hovixi<r ludc the lound: 
*" All at her worL Lha viUm^c maitka tiin^ ; 

" Nor while ihc luriJM the ^iddj w)kcel nrjundi 
" ftcvolvc* the «nd vjcLH^Lttide of thin^," 

In the uutuoin of 1TS% irhcn hcmwailfrifEhlhclnvlonc, ho (re- 
<|nenily neconi{Hini«d IVIr. Phillip MiM^alfe in hin clmiM', in inle thtr 
uir;nci<l ih« conveiAolion in one of their CKCursiunA happvnmf to 
lum ofi a cclebntcd h»torinn, tince dcc*"*i?d, ho rrprnied, with 
i;rMl firttttion, wnic TcrM^, u luy <harn<teriAlick urt^titt gt^ntleaifm. 
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Id 1771 he published anotlier poltttOAl pamphlet en- 
tiUcNJ " Thouf^hU on the late TransActions rt-^iicctiiig 
Pslldan<IV IslHruK** U\ whidi, upon mfttc-nitlH fimTished 
to him hj miiiiatr)~i uml upon gt:itLT&l topkk^ (fx^iaiitied 
in bb rich style, he ftuccessfuJly endeavoured to per- 
sUMle tlie nation thai it was vbe and laudable to suffer 
the qu<*»itionof nf^ht to remadn undecided, mthcr than 
iQvolre our country in another war. It has Itot-n jug- 
gcitted by f^mc, with what truth E shall not take uiion 
tnc ta decide^ thut he rated the consequence of those 
iUamb to Great Britain too low. But however this 
mny l>e, crrcry humane tti'md mu^l surely applaud tht* 
eBmestncsfi witli wliich Tic avertotl the culamii/ of war ; 
a ciilamUy so dreadful, t^uit tt h astonishing bow ciri. 
liM-d^ nay. ChrUtlaii nations, can deUberutely continue 
to renew it. (lb description of its mUchcs in thia 
pam]>hlet, b one of the finest pieces of eloqucnoe in tJie 
Eugliah language. Vpoa this occasion, too> wc find 

Thf«* ftirnUh mooihcTpfODT ot wtiAt hu be«n ftbore obierr«d : for 
thcf ut bund tn fttcry bbvcure qunnrr, unoug toaic ativnjmaim 
ponn app«t^<l«^ "^ ih^ «M»nd vnlann« of a collection frcqu«Mty 
printed bjrLinlci,unJcr ihc title vf FVfpc's Mi^LtLL-iBJit : 

" 2m« how iht «r«od'nA£ Uvnube flryw) 

*' Rcatuia and rcliglunt parting : 
" A fh^nd to all true christiia fof»i 

**Td Peter, Jack, Hod Mnrlin. 

" Now PnHcatant, and E^qiitt now. 

" Sol miiktimt lopg to Hlh«r, 
" At Icn^h OA kiidd dots grow, 

'* And «ndi tib Jniirnv^- ni'tlhrr- 

*'Thu« many a youth Ire Lnowv Ktout, 

■* Hflif Prottfitnni, htdi hiplvi, 
**And ranblifis loon Utc world about, 

** I\im Intidet or nthruL' 

In rvdling iht%c ttrara I hairc no dovbt lh«l Johrunn subiLitutrd 
tORiv word for iitfJii in Ihf trcond lUnco, lo iTOtd ibe di«^ree«lil« 
rcpclitiun vlUit nmcfxprrwiiKi- Maj^ukl-J 
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Johnson kisluDg the party in opjMwition witb unbounded 
severity, anil inakinj^ the fullest usi- of what he ever 
irckoDcd II most cfTccltial nrpimentative iostrtjroent,— 
oontompt. Hia character of their very nhle my*terioiw 
champion, Junius* U executed with all the force of hb 
grnui9,and finished with the higticst care. He wemi 
to have exulted in sfkllyin^ forth to ^tingle combat 
ag^nst the boasted and forinidable h«ro, nho bade dcv 
fiance to *' prineipalitiej; and jKjwera, and the rulers of 
thi« work!," 

This pamphlet* It is observable, was softened in one 
[Mirticular, after the firstt edition ; for the concltiflon of 
Mr George Grenville's ehantcter stood thus ; " Let him 
not, however, be depreciated in hU grave. He had 
povrVra oot universally possessed : could he have enfotred 
payment of the Manilla ransom, iie couid fiace ctmnui 
it" Which, instead of rciaininjL: its &]y uluirp ]>oint, hus 
redun'tl tii a mt^n"^ fUt unnu-atiiit^ expre-juton, or, if t 
may use Uk* word,— /ru/«ji : *' He had powc« not uni- 
versally poiSFEsed ; nnd if he sometimes erred, he was 
likewiBe BometimcE riglit/' 

" TO 8ENNET LANGTON, ESQ- 

" Afteb much lingering of my own. and much of 
the ministry, I have, at length, got out my paper. ' But 
delay x% not yet at an ci>d : Not many had been dis. 
pcraed, before Lord North ordered the lale to slop. His 
reoaouA I do not diMinctly know. Von mny try to lind 
tbem in the p«njsaL' Bt^fcin' hw oriler, a stifficient 

'"ThoufhtA OD ibe Utc Truiiactlniis r^jK^liit^ Kalkland's 
bland*;* 

'BycouipoHDi; the Grit irith l>ic tutMfqarnl cdUjdnH, tfifi cuHotU 
dmimttfinc^oriniDisieriftUiUhounihip n»y l>e discorcrvti. 

(hcan iwlf be diaCDVL-rrd {u Mr Bjntllry uIbcttu tamr) Inr him 
Mho potacaitt a oopjr of th« £nt tiltU^ii itou«d out befoic itii: tak 
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liomber were dispersed to do all the mbcbicf, though, 
perhaps, not to make all the f^port tliat migtit Iw rxp«r* 
ted from it, 

" Soon aiftcr ytmr depaiturp, I had the pleasure of 
JindiTi^ all ihi^ ilfm^-r pass wiifa vhidt your navif^a* 
turn wnft Uinrtttcnnl. I hope DOtliinj; happott St 
hunjc f J nliHUr your uiUsfiiction ; but that Lady 
Bothes, and Mrs, Lati^tOD, and the young lndi€»t ore 
all weU. 

" I wn* b*t nifflit at the CLir& Dr Percy luu vrrii* 
ten a Umg bolUd in many jtf« ; it h pretty enough. I Ic 
fc^ printed, axbd tnll m)OU publuJi it. Goklsmitii is at 
Bath, *vitli Lord Clare. At Mn TTirale^s, where I urn 
Mw writing, all are « ell. I ani^ deui' Sir, 

" Your tiio»t humble servant^ 
^* M«rrti 50, 1771. « Sam- JOHNSON.^ 

Mr. Strahait, tlie printer, wlio had been long in inti* 
nuu^y wilh JulinMaii, in (Ite ajur»e uf hU liienir} Idjount, 
wlio was at once ht4 friendly agent in ivceiving Ins. jk^ii- 
aion for him, and li» luinkcr in supjblying him witli 
muney wlien he wanted it; who was himtclf now a 
Alember tA Parliament, and who loved much to be em- 
ployed in |)o)iUcal negociatioa ; thou^lit he sliould do 
eminent service, both to government and Johnson, if he 
eould lie tlic meanH of his getting a~ seat in tlkc HbuAC 
of Commons. With thi» view, he wrote n letter to 
one of the Srcrclarie* of the Treaiurj', <tf whidi he 
^ve me a copy, ui his own band-writing, which is as 
follows ! 

•■ Yoi: will cflwly recollect, when I ha«l the h* 
of woiting upon you some time ngu, I took ll*e liLcrtyii 
to obMCTve lo you, that Dr. Johnsnn would makran cx- 
ocllttil figure in tJie House of Commons, end heartilj 



ui&facc] he bad a seat xhviv. Mj n-antons are briefly 

'• I know his porfccl ^od aflectioii to his MajOKtVp 
oim! hi^ govern m«nt> ^hk-h I am certain he widtcs to 
3U|^rt by cverj" mcana in hu power. 

"lie {KM^*iKt(» a gixat jiliarc of manly, n^rroiL'i, nnd 
nauly eloquence ; is tjuick in diacerninf; the atrciigth and 
wr^nehB of na ar^iiinenl ; cam <.'\pross bitn<*elf wiih 
dearne^u aiul |iitM:j«ion, and (etm the fiice of no man 

" His knoft'n chorfirCor, its a man of e?ctrnr)rdjiiary 
sense Olid unimpcnchcxl virtue, would $«airc him the 
Gttcntioa of the Hon»e, and could not fail to give htm a 
prnptT »m(»lit ihf rr. 

" l!c is tnpaWe of the grcttti-sl a|iptication, and can 
tindergn nny drgttv nf bdioiir, wlimv he »ecs it tiec^^mrr^ 
jind where UU hiin t mid nfTfr-liim^ nrr strongly engaged. 
His JMajcity'a luinisters miglit therefare securely de|ic'nd 
on hift dojn^, upon every proper oceaalon, the litmost 
that could he exi>ccted from him. They wouI<l find 
him ready to vindicate such measures as tended to pro- 
mote the stability of guvernmciilt, aiid resolute and 
fttettdy in eanryinif them into execution- Nor U any 
thinif to l*e appn'ht-mh'cl fmm the siippoM^d i[ii|)etuosity 
of hi* temper. To the friends of the King you will f^nd 
him a Umb, to his enemies r lion. 

« For thew reafons, 1 humbly apprehend tlmt he 
would be a very abl« and useful member. And I will 
TOiture to 5Dy, the employment would not be diffiptx> 
able to him : and knowing, as I do, hia strong a0ectioa 
to the King, his aWlity to serve Mm in that capacity, 
and the <'xtrrme anlour with which ! arn cunrlncrd Iw 
would tngnffo in Hint service, I must n^-at, that I wish 
moot heartily to sec him in the Houmv 

- If you think this wortliy of nnention, you will l*e 
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|4cascd to take ft convenient opfXHtunitj of mertlioninj* 
tt to Lord North. Kf his Lordfihtp ^limild hitppUy ap- 
pmvr nf it, I shjill have the *aU>fadion of having been, 
in some d^gnr, ihc humble instnimcnt of doing mj 
eounUjr in my opinHin, a rerj c&seDtial senrioc. I know 
your good-n;iU)n% aim) yaitr resA for tlii' |HihGd& wcdEore, 
will pkad my excuse for ^^Jng you thU trnuhlr. T nm, 
with the preatesl respecl. Sir, 

** Vour mo»C djedient and h«;mble cefvnnt, 

This nx^mm^'iuUiion. wc knov, was not eflccUiol ; 
but bow, or for what n-jii^wi, t'im only ]k co^r^iUtftd. 
It is not to be believed tlmt Mr. Str^an would h^ve 
applied* inilcfifi Johnson had approveil of il- I never 
heard him mention the subject ; but at a later period of 
hia Ilk, when Sir Joj-hiia KeyiioUU told him that Mr. 
Edmund Burke had Mid, that if lie had come early into 
Parluuneat, he ctrrtaioly would have Iwen the greatest 
speaker that ever wm Uierc, Jolmson exclaimed, •* I 
shotdd like to try my hand now." 

It buH U^etJ much agitated among hi$ friends and 
oilw-r«t whcllMT he would iiave teen a powerful qx-aker 
In PaiKamciJU bad he been brought in wlicn advanced 
la liie. 1 am ioclined to think, that Im cxtcnKive know- 
led^i hi?i qiiiffkness and force of mind, bU vjvneity and 
richni'ss nf rxjiixsMon, hU wit and humour, and above 
all hh poignanry of sarcasm, would liave had f^reat effect 
in a popular assembly; and that tlie mafpiitudeof his 
iigurCi and ?^trtklnj^^ |>eculiarity of hi» mnmicr, would 
have aided the cfl'ect. But 1 rcmcmbcTit wa&obirerved 
liy Air. Flood, that Johnson, having been long uaed to 
Muitentiuus brt:vily, and the sboit fligbts of coDvcmlUHu 
niight liave failed in that contiuutrd tuid expanded kliid 
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or nr^umtnit, whirli I* rw|uit*ile in M^ilui;; roitiplkated 
niatteri in piiblick sponking: and a* a proof of this he 
mi*nliom'd ilic #tip;wsed sppcchcs in Pnrliamcnt wrillen 
by him ibr the mfifrasrine, n«ne of whicli, in \m optnioTit 
wore at oJl Ukc real <lcbato- The opinion of one who 
was himself »o cmmeiil an orator, must be allowed to 
hiivo gTCAl weight. It wn<i confintK'd liy Sir WiUiJim 
ScoLI, who weittiojied thiit Jrtfinson had told him, that 
he liiid «evc*ml ttinc*YE trinl lr> »|3eak in llie Society of 
ArUand Manufaotuit^, hut " h»<I found he; could not 
gel on*' ' From Mr. ^Villiam Gemrd Hamilton 1 have 
beard, that Joltn^oii, w)i€n ol»emng to him tliutit wa> 
pnidcnt Jbr a okan who hod not bctii nocuatomcd tc 
speak in |iul*li(.k, to begin lus •ij>eech in a» simple a 
mainic^r AH |>cwnihlr* uckitowledgnl that lie; n>Hc in that 
Rociety Ut dc^liv<-r u siKHfch which he h;ut piY-jMntl ; *' h^it 
(flud lie,) all my nitwem of onit<3t\ iliTMiuk me." I 
ho wor IT mil nut bolp nishhjg, ihui ht^fntd " tritxl hig 
hand ** in Parliament ; aiid I wonder that mim>trv did 
not mako the *X|M;riment. 

1 fll Iciipth renewed a correspondence which had been 
too long discontinued : 

" TO DB. J0QK30N< 



*'MV DEAll AIR, " EAnbufjh, April 18, 177K 

" I CAN nuw fully iindentand thoM? intervals of 

silence in your correspondence with me, wliich have 

often given me unxiely and uneasiness; for ulthough I 

■ [Dr KippM, h«meter, (DioatATB. Dutah. article " J. Ol\btT% 
Cooper." p. 4eG, It. MW«dt.J M]r>, Ibat h« *' once h^^inl Dr. Jcihn- 
lon (peiik in the Sodclx of AtU anTl MAnuTacIufO, vpoa a iabjr<4 
rHt«ir»i»ii}«ettti]ickB. with & pmprietr, pvnfleiiiiy, nsd o(i«*gf» 
wbsdi CMeil«d Ktnrml lEdmirftiioo." Mu^ki-] 
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aril conscious that my veneration and tore for ^f r. John- 
•00 have never in the kaut otuiced, yd 1 have deferrt^d 
For almost a year and n half to ^^ritc to him." — 

In th€ subsequciil \ntTi o( ikuA letter, 1 gave him m\ 
account ofmj comfortahk liTc ns u married man, and a 
Uw}cr in practice at the Scotch bar; invited him to 
ScotJand» and jirombi-d to attend htm tu the liighlii^ds, 
ami tTcbride^ 

" TO JAUES SOSWELL, KSQ- 
** DEAR SIB, 

" Ip jou ore now al>Ic to comprehend Ihal I might 
neglect to write without dimiiiutioii of affcctioij> yon 
hni'e taiJ|fht me, likewise, hfiw that neglect may Ik 
UDeasily Mi without resentment I wished for your 
k-tter a lonj; lime, and when it came, it limply reeoro- 
|)en5cd the delay. I never was so much pleaded a« now 
vitli your account of yourself; and sineerek hope, that 
l>ctween imblick busincs*, improving sludk'^, and domes- 
tkik plca^urc^, neither mduncholy nor caprice will find 
any place for entrance. Wliatevcr philo«ophy may 
determine of material nature, it is certainly true of Intel- 
lerhiulnature* that iiahhor^a tacuirm : ournnmts cannot 
lie empty ; and evil wUI hrtsik in upon them. If they anf 
not pre-occupied by f^ood^ >[y dear Sir, mind your 
studies, mind your business, m^ike your bdy happy^and 
be a good Clirisdau. After thi^ 

• Irijiittam ii mHiu 

' Tmdn protarvU in nare Crtii^um 
* P^ttrt venti*,' 

** If wv iierfurm our duty, we simtl be &a(c and steady^ 

■ Sive pCTf iic. whether we elinilj the Highlnnd?^, or ar** 

[]^|04sed ainoDg the lldiriden; and I hope the lime will 

oomc when we may try our i»ower» lK)lh with tlifli and 

water. I jec but lilllc of Lord KUbauk, I kuon- not 
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wlij; perhaps by my own fault. I am this day going 
into StolTonlithij-e nnd Derbyshire tor ux vrceks. 
" I nm, dear Sir, 

" Your most aflW-tionatct 

" An<l most humble serrant, 

*' TO SIR JOsnCA REYNOLDS, IS LEICESTXR-FFELDS, 
** DEAR Bin, 

•' WiiESC I came to Lichfield^ 1 found that my 
portrsit^had been much vi»itcd, and much admired. 
Every man has a lurking:; with to appear cofi^ideral^ 
in his native place; Aod 1 was pleaded with the dignity 
Cdtifcmnl by &uch a t^timony of your rc^rd. 

*' Be pleased, therefore, to accept the thanks of. Sir, 
your most obli^^edi 

" And most humble :tervant, 
"AibtKMitne in D*T*.y»h»ro, " SaM, JoHKSOS,'' 

('omi^Iimcuts to Miss Rcyiwlcls," 



It 



" TO Dtt- JOUNSOK* 

** MV DEAR SIR, -'K*tinhuTBh,July2T,lT7l- 

-^The bejirerof this, Mr, Bcatlie, Professor of 
Moral I'lulosophy at Abenleen, h desirous of lielng 
inlrodueeil to your actjuainUmce. HU gcnhis ami learn- 
ing, and laljount in the service of virtue and rcU^on, 
render hirn very ivorthy of it: and as lie hm a high 

> [ThtMfDcid portr^t of Johnion, luinicd by Sit JMhon Rcy^ 
AOid» ; wiih hit BfTM nii«lt *i<l hit hmidi bent. It "na ti cMh lini#. 
it ia bclierfJ. in Xht pouoaioa of Mi&a Liicy Porter, mcj n Milt pr^ln* 
b\jn Ueh&tU. MiLovi.] [Whertvcril i>, it ii orly acofiy by 
Sb Joshua The urigiEuU in nt Knowlc. llie mt of the Duke of 
Dooftt, u ir« ve infonoed bv Mr. Northcoto in lii« " Mtnoin of 
f^ir Judiw ElryQoU^" A. c!] 

k2 
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esteem of your character, I hope you will give him a 
favourable reception. I ever am, &c. 

'' JaHes Boswell." 



" TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ, AT LANGTON, NEAR 
SPILSBY^ LINCOLNSUIBE. 

" DEAB SIE, 

" I AM lately returned from Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire. The last letter mentions two others which 
you have written to me since you received my pamphlet. 
Of these two I never had hut one, in which you men- 
tioned a design of visiting Scotlaud^ and, by consequence, 
put my journey to Laugton out of my thoughts. My 
summer wanderings are now over, and I am engaging in 
a very great work, the revision of my Dictionai-y ; from 
which I know not, at present, how to get loose. 

** If you have observed, or been told, any errours or 
omissions, you wiU do me a great favour by letting me 
know them. 

" Lady Rothes, I find, has disappointed you and 
herself. Ladies will have these tricks. The Queen and 
Mrs, Thrale, both ladies of experience, yet both missed 
their reckoning this summer, I hope, a few months 
will recompense your uneasiness. 

" Please to tell Lady Rothes how highly I value the 
honour of her invitation, which it is my purpose to obey 
as soon as I have disengaged myself. In the mean time 
I shaU hope to hear often of her Ladyship, and every 
day better news and better, till I hear that you have 
both the happinessj which to both is veiy sincerely 
wished, by, ^» 

« Your most affectionate, and 

** Most humUe servant^ 

-' August 29, 177L " SaM, JoHNSON," 
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Id OctDber 1 again wrote to him, thanking Hm for 
his lost lelUrr, and hi^ obli^in^ reception of Mn Bcattie ; 
ialbrmin^ him that I Jiad been at ^Vlnwick lately, and 
had good accounts of him frr>n» Dr. Porc>'. 

In hw rcligioai record of this year vrc oljscrve that lie 
ras i>cttcr than usttol. both in body and mind, and better 
'<f|Ulfi^i^ ^'ttb the regularity of \ni* omdoct. Btit }i<; r^ 
tUn "trying liU Tiny*" too rigorr>u*ly, lie chaises 
himself with not rising early enough : yet he mentions 
vrhat wQs surdy a «uffidcnt excuse for this, suppo^g it 
to be A duty seriously required, as he atl his life &p]>car3 
to have thought it, " One great hindrance is want of 
re»t ; my noctumul cornplnints gro^^ 1<^^ troublosome 
townrd^ morning; and 1 am tempted to repair the defi- 
ciencies of the nighti*^ AIah ! how liard wouM it lie, if 
* this indulgenee were Co be imputed to a sick man as a 
crime. In hb retrospect on the following Easter-eTe, 
bcimvt, " When I review the hut year, 1 am able to 
rceoUect so Lttic done, that shame and sorrow, though 
(scrhap? too weakly, come upon me.'' Hod he been 
jud|^ng of any one clae in the same circunistanco, how 
dear would he have been on the faTourablc aide. How 
very dilfictill, and in iiiy 0|iiiiiiin ahnn^L iiKt^liLiitj anally 
iinpossibte it was for him to lie raised early, even by the 
■Irongest resolutions, appeal's from a note in one of his 
little paper-bookn, (eontAining woi'd« ari'ODgcd for his 
Dictionary-,) written, i 5nppo«e. about 1753 : " I do not 
remember that since I left Oxford. I ever ro«c caHy by 
mere choice, hut once or twice at Edial and two or three 
^timc5 for the Rambler." I thinly he had fair ground 
enough to have ijuieted his mind on the sulyrct* by con* 
jdnding tiiai he y^a* phy^iodly incapalJe of what is at 
-best but a commodious reguhition 



> ?n;cra antl MeJiuiioni, p, 101. 



134 ■ THE LIFE OF [1772, 

In 1773 he was altogether quiescent as an authour; 
but it will be found, from the various evidences which I 
shall bring together^ that his mind was acute, lively, and 
Tigorous. 

" TO SIE JOSHCA REYNOLDS. 
" DEAR SIR, 

** Be [Jeased to send to Mr, Banks, whose place of 
TesideDce I do not know, this note, which I have sent 
open, that, if you please^ you may read it. 

" When you send it, do uot use your own seal. 
" I am, Sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
•< Feb. 27, 1772. - Sam. JohNSON." 

•* TO JOSEPH BANKS, ESQ. 

" Perpetua amlUd bit terrd pramia tactis 
" Hmc habd altrid Copra tecunda Jtmt** * 

. *' filH, 

. " I RETURN thanks to you and to Dr. Solander 

for the pleasure which 1 received in yesterday's conrer- 

aatioD. I could not recollect a motto for your Goat, 

but have given her one* You, Sir, may perhaps have 

an e[nck poem &om some happier pen than. Sir, 

'* Your most humble servant, 

*<Jo1iiuon'a-court, Fleet-street, « S AM. JOHNSON." 

Februarys?, 1772. 

« TO DR, JOHNSON, 

** anr dear sir, 

" It is hard that I cannot prevail on you to write 
to me oitener. But I am convinced that it is jd vain 

' Thus trmiuUted bjr a friend ; 

" In June scarce second to the Dane of Jore, 

" This Goat, who twice the world had Iraverted round* 
" DcMrring both her masEer's care and love, 

, £ne utd perpetoal ptMure dow hn found." 



Dh. JOHNSON, 



I8« 



toc:cpMt Troiti you a private correspondence with any 
regularity. I must, tlierefmr, look upon you m a fouri- 
tnin (ifivUttom, frain wbciia' tew rill:* a^^ cornmum- 
citU-<l i<> a i^i^tiince, am) which mui^t bi; itppruadK-d at 
iu source, Co [iftTtake fully of m Tirtues. 



" 1 am comiag to I/mdoii M>oi)f and am to appear in 
an ap|>oal from the Court of Se«!$ion in the Hou!*e of 
Lords. A schooImR>iler in Scotlnncl was, by a court of 
inferior jurisdiction, deprived of bi» OtTicei for being 
aoitMwhatscvcrcin the cbAjttificmcnt of hi« scholars- The 
CourtofScssioncon^idcringit tolicdan^rDus to thcin- 
Icrerit of )e»rm(i|; and educiilimi, to ]r%M,'n Ui«^ dignity of 
tracbt-ns and nijiki- Uicin id'raid of Vxi indufgiriil |iarcnt5t 
iti^tigikti-d by tite ctkin plaints of ibt'ir childnen, rcstorr^d 
Mm. V\hi rnrniir* have appealed to thr Ilou^ie -jf 
Lord^, thou^^h the* snlarj' is only twenty pounds a y^ar. 
I was Counsel for hini here. I hope there ivillbc little 
fdu- of a revoi-vnl ; bui I must bc^ to have your aid 
in my plan of supporting the decree. It 15 a generoJ 
question, and not n |>oint of particular laiv. 



" lam, ice- 



TO JAMES JK>fiWr.LI,» ESQ, 



4t 



DEAR SIR, 

" That youarceomir^hn mhjh tu ttwnT am very- 
glad ; and still more ^nd tljat yo;i art- coming n^ an 
advocate. 1 think nothing more likely to make your 
life pass hapiMly away, than that con*cio«anes3 of yo«r 
own ralue^ which eminence in your prolt^srion will cer- 
tainly confer. If I can give you any coUatcrnl help, I 
hope you do not «r5i>cct that it wiD be wanting, ?!y 
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kindness for you has neither the merit of singular vir- 
tue, nor the reproach of singular prejudice. Whether 
to love you be right or wrong, 1 have many on my 
side; Mrs, Thrale loves you, and Mrs. Williams loves 
you, and what would have inclined me to love you, if I 
had been neutral before* you are a gi-eat favourite of 
Dr, Beattie. 

'' Of Dr. Beattie I should have thought much, but 
that his lady puts him out of my head ; she is a very 
lovely woman. 

** The ejection which you come hither to oppoise, 
appears very cruel, unreasonable, and oppressive. I 
should think there could not be much doubt of your 
success. 

" My health grows better, yet I am not fully reco- 
vered. I bpUeve it is held, that men do not recover 
very fast after threescoi-e, I hope yet to see Beattie's 
College : and have not given up the western voyage. 
But however all this may be or not, let us try to make 
^ich other happy when we meet, and not refer our 
{Measure to distant times or distant places. 

" How comes it that you tell me nothing of your 
lady? I hope to see her some time, and till then shall 
be glad to hear of her. I am, dear Sir, &c. 
" Mfttth 15, J772: Sam, Johnson." 

" TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ. NEAE SPIL5BY, 

LINCOLNSHIEE. 
" DEAS SIB, 

•* I CONGRATULATE you and Lady Rothes ^ on 
your little man, end hope you will all be many years 
happy together. 

' tMr. LangtoD muried, Ma^ 9i, 1770, Jane, the daughter of 
^^Llojvli ^q. ftod widow of John Earl of Rothes, manf yeait 
CfMaDDBoder in Chiefof tke Forcct in Irtland, who dkd in 1767. 
Maloiti.] 
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** Ptmr Miss L^ngtoR can have littU> |iarL in the Jojr 
of h©r fniiiily. SJie t!uA Jf»y ciilkd her aunt Lanploa 
to receive the 9acr&fii€nt with her; and made me t«lk 
yestonJAv on such suhjects aa sail her conclitioD. It will 
probably be her xnaticum' I 8urcl/ need not inenUon 
iigQin that she wishes to see her mother. 1 am, Sir, 

" Vciir mocit bumble Acntml, 
" Mw^h I+, 1772- '* Sam. Johnson" " 

On the 21st of March, I wa* h»ppj' to 6iid myself 
again ID my fricn<rt» vtudy, nnd wax j>;1r(1 to vee my old 
acquaintance, Mr- Francis Barber, uho was nox^- rts 
turned licme. Dr- John»on i^'ct-ivwi nie with a hearty 
weJcome ; snyin^, ** I am glad rou are come, and glad 
you oic eomc upon s«ch an errand:" (alluding to llic 
cause of the flcboolmaiter) BoflWCLi*. " I ho|>c. Sir» 
he will he in wi danger. It is a very ilelicate mailer to 
interfere between a raactei* aiHl hi* seholars: nor do I 
see hnw yoii ma fix the di^^^' of seventy Uiai a mas- 
ter may use." Johnson. " Why, Sir, till you amfnt 
the degree of ob5tinacy and negligence of the sc^iolarst 
70U cannot fix the d<^ee of severity cf tfie marter. 
Seventy must he continued until obstinacy he subdued, 
and n^igenoe be cured " He mentioned the severity 
of Hunter, hb own master •• Sir, (said !,) Hunter is 
a Scotch name : so it should Heetn xUU *ichi h J m lister irho 
heal you «o ae^-erely, was n Sajtchman, 1 eitn now 
aocouni for yoin- pnjudice af^ainst the Scotch." Jf>HX* 
BOX. *'Sir, be wasnot ?>eoteh: and, abating hi^ brutid- 
ity, he was a very good moslep" 

tt'c talked of hb two [lolitical p^imjthlets^ *' The 
FoUe Alarm," and ** 'flioti^ht^ ci>ncrrT>m^ Falkland's 
Wands." Johnson. '* Well, Sir, which of them did 
yoo think the best?" Bohwell. •* I likrd the w^-nnd 
hcst," Joiixsox. '* Why, Sir, I liked the 5rst best ; 
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and Bctitlit- l!kt^ the fintt lirvt. Sir, Uiere ih n ^eublk-ty 
of disquisitioii in ihe firat, that h wortli all Iho fiif? of 
Ihe sccontl* BoswelIp. " Hray, Sir, is it true ihat 
Lord North jiaid you n %'i£tt, nnd thai you gfot two 
hundred a year in addition to your pension T Jonx- 
80N. " No, fur. Kxcci>t what I 1^ from the book- 
acllcr, 1 did not get n farthing by them. And ttctwccn 

:you and me, 1 bcliere l^ml North is no friend to me.** 
LoswKix. " How so, Sr?" Johxsox, •' Why. Sir, 

fyon cnniK>t noamnt for the faiicie* of men, — Well, 
how doeti Lord Elibank ? and how docb' I^rd >]oi]- 

;boddo?'* BoswKLU *' Very well, Sir, Lord Af onboddo 
still niaiittiuns the tdiikcHofity of the mvogv life." 
JoKNsoK. '* What strange uarrownesi of mind now i* 
thati to think Uie thJiign \t e have nut knowit, arc better 

ithan the thiugx wliieh Svc have known " BoHWEfX. 

■" Why, Sir, that is a common prejudice" Johnsox, 
*' Yes, Sir, but a common pcjudJee Uiould not be 

.found hi one whofH> trade It is to nrctify pitout." 

A gentleman having come in who was to go oe ft 
STate in the ship atonf* with Mr Banks and Dn So- 
landcr^ IJr. Juhnnoit a^kcd what were the names of the 
ahips destined for the exiicditioii. The gentleman an* 
awcred, Uiey were once to he called tlic Drake and the 
n&le^h, hilt tmw iliey were to 1>e ealled t}^' Resolution 
and tlie Adrenture, Johnson. ** Much better; for 
liad the Raleigh returned ^t^iti1out going round the 
World, it would have been ridiculotts. To^vethem the 
Donws of the I>rake and tJie Kalegh wiu layin;{ (t trap 
for satire" Boswell. " Had you not some desire to 
go upon ttiis ex|>edition, Sir ? " JoHyaoH. " Why, yes. 
but I sewn hiid it aside. Sir, tJ»ere is verj- little of in- 
teUt^-ttial, in the course, Ite^idi'^, I nee hut at a small 
dijftance. So it was not worth my wlule to ^o to tee 
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birds flj', which I should not have seen fly; aii<i fijhcs 
awini. which I should not hare seen s^n-im." 

The (^ntleman being; goDC, and Dr Johnson hnving 
left Ihi- nuiiu fcir sftme tiniCr a debate ara*ic brtvrcc!» 
the Rfvcivnd IVfr. SlcicktUIc^ xnd ftfrs. IX'MnouIins 
whether IVTn Banks and Dr. Solantbrr wi-tv cntitlr<) to 
any share of plory fVom their expedition, WTien Dr< 
JohnsoTL rctumod lo iw, 1 told him ihe mhjocl of their 
dispute. Joiixsox. "* ^Vhyt Sir, it was probably for 
botany that Uiey went out : 1 1>c)icvc they thought 
oniy of culling of siniplca," 

1 Ihankud liiin for showing civUilics to Bcattic. " Sir, 
(wid he,) 1 should thank j/ou. We all love tieattie. 
Mi-4, Ttirute fiayii, if I'ver «lio bus another hiif^biind, 
ahe'll have Beattio. lie sunk upon rnt'^ tlint he wnij 



" UTDBAX lift, "Edin&iar^hf M<iy% 1793. 

_^ " Ai f cuppoie yottr gtrai trork will lUKin bp repricittd, I l^rg 
Hnto troubk you mlh a Kmnfk en a paa\aj-c of it. tn which I nm 
A liuW nbinrprrttnleil. Be noi Hlnnnerf ; Fhe mKirpr^brnrntion ix 
cot tmpulnblc lo yw, Not linving the book nl hatidi 1 cftnncit spe- 
cify die p«gp> but I iuppo«« )tiu will ruily find it. Dr. Johnion 
5a>^, ipf akiiLf; of Mfi. Thralcii fnmily. *' Dr. Bcntttc luifak ttpofi M 
thiit he wu tnnrried, or woniv to thut puqioie.' I am not kdt« that 
I vndcnuji^ mnk upon u$, vrhjch i> u very uncoAiniuTL phnur^ but 
k «««mi (0 me to imply, (unti othen. I fiiid, have unJmiootl it ia 

Nov, Sir, thiH WM by no m«nr« the nst. 1 could hav« i}i> moiivft 
to ooncdl ft rtrai(iiftUu;G(r <■' wIlicIi I nrwr was aur ran be juihuiiicEl ; 
and of whjch Dr. Johruon »Nai«il to think, ^hen h« alUrwardi be* 
came aa|UAiril«i] miU Mvt, Bnllir. thai I haJ, u wuiif Lrur. temon 
10 be pn>«d. 8d for wu I from concctling her. tJint my wire hwl At 
Ihat lime ■Irnmt M numemui an afqnnininnci; in London m I hud 
ajFACtf; nnd <viu, not very lon^ afUT, LiivlIvini'Llfd and d«i{iDlly 
entcrujn#d nx Strmhtirn by Mr. and Mn- Thriilr, 

" My rc<ion1, thcrcf^rr, b, thai you woaW rciiuy *!«*• 'ail*** ia 
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married; else we should have shown bis ladj mare 
civilities. She^ a very fine woniatt. But how canycni 
show civilities to a noD-entity ? I did not think he had 
been married. Nay, I did not think about it oneway 
or other; but he did not t«ll ua of his lady till late>" 

He then spoke of St. Kilda, the most remote of the 
Hebrides. 1 told hioij I thought of buying it, John- 
son. « Pray do, Sin We will go and pass a winter 
amid the blasts there. We shall have fine fish, and we 
will take some dried tongues with us, and some books. 
We will have a strong built vessel, and some Orkney 
men to navigate her. We must build a tolerable house: 
but vi^e may carry with us a wooden house ready made, 
and requiring nothing but to be put up. Consider, Sir, 
by buying St. Rilda, you may keep the people trom 
falling into worse hands. We must give them a clergy- 
man, and. he shall be one of Beattie's choosing.. He 
shall be educated at Mari^chal College. I'll be your 
Lord Chancellor, or what you please/' BoswELL, " Are 
you serious, Sir, in advising me to buy St. Rilda ? for 
if you should advise me to go to Japan, I believe I 
should do it." Johnson. " Why, yes, Sir, I am se- 
rious,*' BoswELL. " Why then I'll see what can be 
done-" 

I gave him an account of the two parties in the church 



youT new edilion. You tre at liberty to make what ute yoQ p1< 
of thii letter. 

"M]r be«twifthei CTcrnttend you and yonrfomilj- Beliereme to 
be, wilh the utuoftt regai^ and esteem, dear Sir, 

** YoDT obliged and aflectioDate humble seirant, 

" J. BlATTTB." 

1 hare, fioni my reapeet for my friend Dr, Beattie, and regard to 
hii extreme Mnsibility, inserted the foregoing letter, though I can- 
not but wonder at hw considering as any imputaiion a phraae com* 
mouly used among the best friends. 
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of Scotland, those Tor supporting tiur rigliU of patron^ 
jit<1e]>eii[]eiU oT the p«rop1e, and those a^nat it. John- 
son. *' It ithoiiU lie ?ii.-ttK:(l ii«ft way orother. I oinnot 
meh well U) a |)opulai- t.'ifrtion nf the clergy, when I 
consider thAt It occasions such flnimositi^, sudi ui^ 
worthy courtinij of the |»eople, sueh »lande» between 
the contendiog parlies an<l other disndvantflges. It is 
enough to aUow the |>eoplc to renvonstrate a^ainat the 
nomination of a minister for 5olid reasons." (1 suppose 
he mejint heresy or immoraUiy,) 

llewHM enji^gt'il Ut diiir alinKiil, nnd a^ked ine tA 
return to him in Itit; pveiting, &t nin^.^ whirh I Afrurd- 
ii^y did. 

We drank teu with Mr^. Williams, who told us a 
atory of »«coiid s^ht, wlilrli hniip^riied in Wales where 
rfie wafl bom. He listened to il ver>" aUmtively, tmd 
aaid he should he glnit to have some irrtoiiccs of that 
Giculty well authenticated. His derated wish formore 
.Uml more evidence for sptnt, in oj^xuitJon to Iht^grmel- 
ling belief of msterfalism, led hiin to m lore of such 
Ipiyoerious diFi(jui<Qtion*i. He again justly <jbterTed> 
thot we could have no certainly of the truth of «upeT- 
^natural nppcflnmces, unless something was told tk9( 
which we covid not know by ordinary means, or some- 
thing done wlitcl) could not l>c done hut by supernatural 
power: that Pharsoh in rcasan and justice reijuired 
such cvidi-nce from Mosea; nay, that our Saviotjr Hiii<l, 
" If I had not. doiM^ among Iheiti the works which none 
other man did, ilu^y Inw) not had sin.*' lie had fwid in 
tiie niortiing^ that '* Macaulay'a History of St. Kilda" 
^-wagvery wdl wiitten, except some fop[>ery about liberty 
slavery. I mentioned t<' him that Mneaulay told 
me, be waa advisc-d t^ ieevc out of his book the won* 
derful atory that upon the approadi of a fttnuigcr all the 
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tnhaliitanu catch cold;' but ttiat it liatl liet*n so well 
autlipntic.itcd, lie J^termiiteti to rrUiin it. Johnson. 
*■ Sir, to Itrave tTiiiif^ out of a book, nwrety bec&ttsc 
people t4*U you they irill not be believed, U incanncsa. 
Mocauky acted with more ninf^animity " 

IVc talked of the Roman l.'fltholick religion, and how 
liltk diiicrcncc there was in essential matters between 
0«» and U. Joiixm>74. " Trtie, Kr; all denomina* 
tioiis of ChristiiuiB )inve rcAJly little difference in point 
of doctrine, ihoujifh they mny dilTer widely in t^xteraitt 
Ibmis. There Is a prfxU^iouA differenee between the 
external form of one of your PrcsijytGTiAn churches of 
Scotland, and the church in Italy ; yet the doctrine 
taught i* e-^'tciitially the Mine." 

I mentioned the petition to Pflrlinmcnt for removing 
the subacriptinn to the Thirty-nine ^Vrticlea. John- 
son. '' It was HtHiu tliriiwn nut. Sir, they iulk iS not 
making boys at the Univrr^ity j^iibwrilii- in wbwt ihcy 
do not UDderstand; but they oufi^ht to con^idrr, that 
our Universities wcr' founded to bring up members for 
the Church of England, and we must not supply our 
enemies with arms from our nrseDaL No, Sir, the 
meaniD^ of subscribing ie, not tlrnt they fully under^ 
:itand all the articles, but that ttiey will adhere to the 
Chuirh ^r England- Now Inkc it in tlib way, and 
sujipose llial they iliould oiily sulwmbe their ndherenec 
to the Church of Kii^and, there would l>e still the same 
difficulty ; for still ttie rouiit? men would l)e subftcribin^ 
to what they do not undtnitand. For if you -ihouLd 
nsk tbctn. what do you mean by the Church of £n£- 
land ? IX) you know in what it diftcrs from the l'n?sby*| 
Iman Church? from the Komish Church P from the 
Giwk Church ? fitnu tJ»c Coptiek Church ? the/ 

T See SLfitf p. M of Ihb rotume. 
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could not tell yon. So^ Sir, it comes 1o the some 
tbini^," B08WBLI,. " But, would it not be sufBdcnt 
to siilrtcribc the Bible?" Johnson, « Why, no. Sir; 
For all 5w;ls will subscribe the Bible ; nay, ihc Molio- 
mptjiiK will nulificribe the Bible: Tor th« Malii>iiiH;ii)s 
ucknnwleilge hsvn Christ, as yvell ivi Masvs, hut 
maintaiit that Gou sent Muhoinvt as a still greater 
prophet than either." 

r n)entiox>ed the motion wtiicli hud been made in the 
Hoiuo of CommoDS, to aboliiih tho fast of the SUth of 
JftftUAJy. JoHKSOK. " Why, Sir, I couU liave wished 
tl^at it hod been a tcmponiry act, pcrha|)fl to hskvc ex* 
pired witli th^ century. I am ag^iist abaltshiag^ it; 
be<^auT*e that would be declaring it wrong to eslaTiliith 
it : btit I vhould have nu objection to uiiikc nn set, con* 
tinuing it for imoLhcr century, and then letting; It ex- 
pire." 

He disapproved of the Royal Afarriaj^o Bill ; " Be- 
caiise (said he) I irould not have the people think tJiat 
the validity of marriage depends on the will of man, 
or that the ri^ht of a Kin^^ depends on the will of maiK 
1 hhould not have l*een against making the uMitTntgt^ of 
any of the rayaH faniily, u'ttk:)Ut Ihcr approbatlnn of 
King and Piirlinnierit, highly rriniitml'^ 

In the nioming wc had talkud of old families, nnd 
the re«pect due to them. Johnsok, *• Sir, you ha^-c a 
rif^ht to tiiat kind cf respect, and arc nr^uin^ for your- 
self- 1 am for supporting the principle^ and am limn- 
tCTtttcd in doing it. as 1 liavc no such riglkt.'' Boa- 
VTELL, " Why, Sir, it is one more iTieiLeuif iit to a man 
to do mil.*' JoHNsOx. *' Yev, Sir, and it i« a matter 
of opinion very necessary to keep S4>cie1y logtHhrr, 
What U it but opinion, by which we have a respect for 
authority, that prevents us who are tlie rabble, from 
rising up and pulling down jou who arc gcDtlcmen 
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from your places, and saying, ' We will be gentlemen 
in our turn ? * Now, Sir, that respect for authority is 
much more easily granted to a man whose father has 
had it, than to an upstart, and so Society is more easily 
supported." BosWELL. « Perhaps, Sir, it might be 
done by the respect belonging to office, as among the 
Romans, where the dress, the togOj inspired rever- 
ence." Johnson. " Why, we know very little about 
the Romans. But, surely, it is much easier to respect 
a man who has always had respect, than to respect a 
man who we know was last year no better than our- 
selves, and will be no better next year. In republicks 
there is no respect for authority, but a fear of power." 
BoswELL, " At present. Sir, \ think riches seem to 
gain most respect " Johnson. " No, Sir, riches do 
not gain hearty respect; they only procure external at- 
tention. A very rich man, from low 'beginnings, may 
buy his election in a borough; but, cater is paribus ^ 
a man of family will be preferred. People will prefer 
a man for whose father their fathers have voted, though 
they should get no more money, or even less. That 
shows that the respect for family is not merely fan- 
ciful, but has an actual operation. If gentlemen of 
family would allow the rich upstarts to spend their 
money profusely, which they are ready enough to do, 
and not vie with them in expence, the upstarts would 
soon be at an end, and the gentlemen would remain ; 
but if the gentlemen will vie in expence with the up- 
starts, which is veiy foolishj they must be ruined," 

I gave him an account of the excellent mimickry of a 
friend of mine in Scotland ; observing, at the same time, 
that some people thought it a very mean thing. John- 
son. " Why, Sir, it is making a very mean use of man's 
powers* But to be a good mimick, requires great 
powers ; great acuteness of obserTation, great retention 
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or wliftt h rtlwcn'edj and great plinncy of orpaTi* to rc* 
I>rescnt uliat is observed. 1 remvnibi-r a Intly of t^ua- 

Jily ill thU town, LeuIt • who wat a won- 

drrfoL mimick. and u^ to mnkc mc lau^h immodc* 
faUlv. 1 have lieard she U now gone maJ." BoH- 
iTELL. '^ It is mna^tn^ Iiow a mimick can not only^vc 
JQU !Jm gtTilHit-w and vukv tif a p-rsixi wlioin he i'<rj»i-e- 
H-nts ; but even what a |k-inod woiiU *:iy on nny par* 
ttcubr subject." Johnson, " Whf^ Sir, you are to 
coitjidcr that the tnaTiner and some i^irtiailar phrases of 
a jwrson do much to impress you with an idea of him, 
and you arc not Mirc thftt he would say whut the 
niiiriiirk »ay» in h\9 chararlcr" Boswei-L- " I don't 
think Foote n ^nod miiiuck, Sir,*" JoHSSON- " Nts 
Sir; his imitations an? i>ot liko. lie gives yon some- 
thing lUflVrt-nl from htmielf, but not thr chaniotrr 
which he menus to assume. lie goet oitt of hiinxelf, 
without goin^ into oiher people. He cannot tjjke off 
any pcoon urilL>« hr h^ ftlron^ly inai'ked, such oji 
Gcitrgo Vfiutkncr. tie is like & painter vffhc ctin draw 
tJ)C portrait of a n)an vho \ms a wen upon his iacc, and 
who thercifjre i» t^ly ktrowti. If a man hop5 upon 
one ]e^, Foote can hop upon one le*^. Hut he has not 
tliat nice diaci'inn nation which your frit^id M^einn Ut 
poaHeiH. Foote i?*, htiwe\cr, vrty eutertaintnfr wnh a 
kind of eoTiv<'T»ation t)ecwc€n wit and huflboncry." 

On Monday, March 33,1 found hini bu-^y, preparing 
fl fourth edition of hb folio Oictiunai^* Mr. Peyton, 
one of his oii^inol anumticnBCSi was writin^^ for him, 
I put him in mind of a mcnning of tlu: woixl side, which 
he bad omitted* vix. relatiijsuhip ; as fatlicrV side, mo- 
ther's side. He inserted il. I asked him if humiliating 
wiKt n good word. He laid, he had seen it friHjucTitly 
i>K(>d» hut Ike did not kno^- it to be legitimate Englisli. 
He wuuld not admit wi/tzoticrf, hut only ctviliif^ 
Witli gre^ deference to him I thought civitixaiic*tt 
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from to civUht, better in U>e s^n^ op[>ast^\ to barbarity 
than civility ; na it tj better to hiwa ft distinct word for 
each sense, than one woixl with two senaea, which 
civiliii/ ts iri liiH WAy of ii^in^^ iL 

H<* seemed u1m> tn Ut inlcnt on Nume Hurt of chymiciil 
o|KTiilii]n I vviw mtcrtuim-d ljy observin^r bow he 
contrived lo send Mr. Peyton en nn errand, witliout 
soemln^ to degrade him : " 3[r. Peyton, — Mr, Peyton^ 
wfll you tw 80 good fls to Cuke a wnlk to Temple-Bar? 
You wi\] there sec a chymht'a shop* at which ymi will 
be tik-a:H.'d to bu> for nic an ornnce of oil of vitriol ; not 
sptrtt of vilriob but oil of vitriol. It will coat three 
bEilf-jurm^." Peyton immediately went, and rcttinieit 
with it, and told liim il ajnt but a ]>eiiiiy. 

I th4*n reminded hnii of l?ie «iX')ioi]bn<i«t«^r*3< eaufte, and 
proposed to rend to him thi* printed papers concemin|f 
it ** No, Sir, (^^id he,) I can read quicker than 1 can 
hear/* So he read them to himself. 

After he hod read lor some time, wc were inter- 
rupted by the entrance ot Mr. Kristrom, a Swede, wlii> 
wm tutor to ?tfjme yoimg ^ntlcnien in the city. Il<- 
told me that there uiis a vi-rj ^uo:l 1 Ij^torj of Sweden, 
by Oaline.^' Having at tlial Unir uti intention of 
writing the ht^ory of Xhnt anintry, I a^ked l>r. John- 
iton whetlwr one mi^ht write a history of Sweden with- 
out ^oing thither. ** Yes^ Sir, (Miid he,} one for com- 
mon u»e." 

We talked of htn^a^ta. Johnson obferved that 
Lcilinilx had made vinie progreva in a woak. tracing all 
iHopuif^-i up to tlve llelavw, ** Why, Sir, (anid l»e,y 
ymi would not imagine that the Frendi^ur, day, in 
derived irom the Ijitin lAr/, and yet nothing i« more 
<t?tahi;and the , iirtefi»ediate etep» are i.*ry clear. 
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or ifuoctiratc proniiiii-lmion, easily ctijifuiin<k<d trkh 
giuf then the Italians form a substantive of l}w &bU- 
live of" n» iidjcclire, and thence ^iumo, or* as they 
make \Ugiorm: which b rcfidUy contracted inlo ghut\ 
i3rjtiur\" He o1tirrvc<l, thot the Itohcmian l&n^uo^ 
was true Sclfivonick. The Swede snid, it had same 
«[nitjirity with the German. JoiiXSON. '* Why, Sir^ 
to l)e utn^t nuch pusisi of Sdavom:i ai canltne with Ger- 
nianv will liorrow GcTinnn wordj( ; und jiudi piirC« as 
Gontiiic with Taitary will borrow Tartar words." 

He Ktiid, ho iicvcr had it pro]>t-rly a<vC€t'tainecl tluit 
the Scxttc^ Highlandcv^ and Ihc Irish understood eac^ 
other, 1 told him tiiat tny (^usin Colonel (■ffthain. of 
the Koyal 1 lig)d^nd(-rs. wlii>in I tuet at Dni^dieda, told 
itu^ Uii^y did. Johnson. " Sir, if the Higld^mda^ un* 
d«*rUoiid Irixlr, why tratuJate tlic New I'eHtaiiieut into 
Erw?, fls w«* Ijitdy dom- «t E*UnlnjrgHp whm thi^rt' in 
an Xrish translation?" Bo*;wkul. " jVIi hough the 
Erfte aiid Irish are Ikoth diaJecC« of the tame lanptage> 
there may be a ^ood deal of divcmty betwcou them, as 
between the diftcrcot dialrctd in Italy."— The Swede 
vrcnl away, and iMr. JohittK^n conlinucd his reading of 
the {Mipers. T said, ** I am afroidt Sir» H va trouble^ 
some," " Why, Sir, (said he,) I do not take much 
dolight in h ; t>ut TU go thrcuij^h it" 

We went to the Mitr«, and dined in the room w}vs^ 
he and 1 lirBt supped te^'ether. He ^ve ine great ho|>es 
of my rauto. " Sir, (said hc-») the government of a 
ichoolniastcr is somewliat of the ntituiv of militury go- 
vernimnit ; thai ift'to luiy, it mti»t hr arbitrary, it must 
Ik exereised by the will of one raan, aeconliiig to |Mur- 
Uciilar rircumstancec. You muitt ihew some learning 
iiIH>n thia oceavion. Vou mu»t ithew, that a «d]«ol- 
m»ster lia« a prescriptive ri^'ht lo beat; and that an 
action of n^<au]t aod battery eannot be ddmitlcd againrt 
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him tinier tJicrc is »>m€ firrtat exccM, some barbarity. 
TJtifi roan Uxn maimefl nf^nc of hU bo}-9, Thry arc all 
)efl witli the* full rM-mn: of their cor|tore:iL fflciillies. 
fn our achcuh in England mauy lx»y< havo IxH'n 
maimed ; yet I never heard of uti Rction af^nst a 
H^lKHklmasier on that nccouiit. Puflendorf, I think, 
jnaintnliii Uio ri^lit of n scJioolma^>r to bcot his 
schotim." 

()n Saturday, March S7, I introduced to him Sir 
Alcxanik-r Macdonald, with whom he had cxprcswd a 
vthii tu lie acquainted* He received him very ciMir- 
teou«)y. 

Sir Ale?(an4lcr obMrrvei), that the Otanri.'Ilor» in 
England are chown from views much inferiour to the 
offict*, l>ciijg ctwweo from tc'm|>orar)- piiltUo;il vie*"*. 
JoBNsox. " Why, Sir, in micha government as ours, 
no man is appointed to an office because he ia the fitted 
for ttf nor hardly in any other ^overnmrnt; bcxnttH! 
lliere arv so mnTiy cottnrictions and (U^jicrndi-iK:i«;? U* be 
studied- A dnputirk princr may chooMr n man to an 
office*, nterely l^ecntise lie is the fittest fur it. The King 
of Frusta may do il.*" Sm A. " I think. Sir, almost 
all great lanrycr^, sueli at least as have written upoD 
law, have Icnown only lavr, and nothing eUe."* John- 
son. " Why no, Str ; Jud^ Hale wa^ a great lawyer* 
and wrote upon law; and yet he knew a great many 
other things, and )ina written ujion otlirr thin;;^. Sdden 
too*** SiK A. ** Very trot*, Sir; and I^rd IWon. But 
wa« not Lord Coke a mere lawyer?** JoMNSO?f. 
** Why, I am afraid he wa^ but he would have taken 
it very ill if you had toW him u*. He would have pru- 
■ecutcd you for scandal" Bosweix. ** 1-^rd ^Tan^licld 
bnota mere lawyer" Joiihm<in. *• No, Sir, I never 
wai in lj3Td Munsficld'^ com|)any ; hut Ijorti Maiis5cld 
waft diAlinguiilied at the U hi verity. I^ord ManH6eldr 
wlien he find came tt> town. ' drunk 4-luuupagne uith 
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the Witt/ lu Prior sayn. He was ihc friend of I'opc-" 
Sitt A. * Barristers I hdieve* arc Dot » abusive now 
«fl they wcr€ formerly. 1 fancy tlii^y had Ic^ Law lotif; 
^gctj and flQ were obligod to take to ahtisc, to till 
up iIm- lime- Now ihty have such a numbci' of pix:* 
onli-iiU, ihvj have no occasion Air aluise.** JoilNHON. 
" Nay, Sir, tlioy hatl more law loii^r n^i lliim lliey 
have now. A» to precedents, to be sure they will 
incrvase in course of time; but ihe more precedents 
tbcrc arc. the less occosian is there for law ; that is to 
fiaff the Iciv occo^^ort i» there fur invcati^tinf; girind- 
ple^." Sib A. " I have been correcting screral Scotch 
acoenta id my friend Boswetl. 1 doubt. Sir* if any 
Scotchman ever attains lo a perfect EngUsTi pronuncin- 
tio«r Johnson-, *' Why, Sir, few of them do, Imn 
cQUfte (hey do not pt^rarvere after acquirinjif a certain 
dcjpTc of It- Bwi, Sir, tbcrc can be no doubt that tJ>ey 
nwiy attain to a perfect Kn^i*h pronunciation, if they will. 
Wc fmd how near they coine to it; and certainly, a 
man who conquers nineteen parts of the Scottish accent, 
may contjiicr tJ>e twentieth. But* Sir, when a man 
bu3( got tlie better of nim*-tfntbit ht* ^niw* wciiry, hp 
n*bixe« bi» diligence, he finds he has tM>rrecled his ac- 
cent Ko far as not to be dba^ff^eahle, and he no lon^fcr 
dexiriii bit friends to tell bfm when he i» wron^* nor 
docs he eboo^e to be told- Nir, when people watch me 
narrowly, and I do not watch myself, they will find mc 
out to be of a portinibir cxnmty. In the smmc manner 
Dunnipf^ may Itc found ont to l>e n Dcvonshiix: man. 
^ moTtt Scotchmen mny Wi iowal out. Hut, Sir, little 
aberrations are of no diudvantage. I rjever calefii^ 
Mallet in n Scotch accent ; and yet Mallet, I »npp»H% 
wm pttKt five-and-twenty befoiv he came to Lundun.** 

ITpon another rKrcasion I talked to bini ot> thii» sul>- 
jcclr bavui^' iny*>c)l taken some \*skitiB to im|injvc tiiy 
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I>TX)fiuncuitionr by the aid of the late Mr. I^ve, of Drui^- 
lane theatre, wheu he was a player at Kcliiibiir|^li, iind 
al.^ij of old >fr. Slim dun. Jiilinfoci said to mi\ " Sir^ 
yoar pronunciation is not offensive." With this cod- 
ccntioD f was pretty well sadsfied ; and let mc give my 
countiymen of North-Britaio ait advice not to aini at 
al)cto}ute perft-ction in thi£ respect ; not to npeok High 
ErtglUh* 44 wc arc apt to call what b fur nniovul from 
the ScotcA, but which is hy no means ^jd Et^iUA^ 
and nuUce«, " iIh^ (itaU who it«c* it,*' tnily ridiculous. 
G<kmI Rnglif^h bi plain, easy, ;ind fimoolh in the niouih 
of an unalfected English C^ntEeman, A Atudi(<d and 
factitious pronunciation, whid» re(|uir«fi pcrpctunl atten- 
tion, and impD£e« |>crpctiinl Constraint, is cxceeiiinglir 
diHgj.Hting, A amaUintcrnuxlurc of provincial |Rruhiui- 
tics may, perhaps, have an agreealilc effect* as tJic tH»tcs 
of dinTcrent hlnlt nwctir in llie hannimy of the gmvc* 
and please niort' thnn if tJn'v wrre nil cxnotly ulike- I, 
oould name KNncrgi'ntlemen of lix^land, to uhiiin anljghl 
proportion of the iicct*ni and recitative of that country 
is m advanta;^. The same obscrralion will apply to 
tlie gentlcinct) of ScoUaikd. I do not mean that we 
sliouid speak as bnxid us « certtiin prosperous member 
of Parliament from that country ; though it haa been 
well olwLTtcd^ Ihal " it fuut l*c-en of no ^nmll itsetohini; 
lu it roasE^ the attention of the 1 louse hy itM uncommon* 
nes£: and ts »pial to tropet and fi^iirei^ in a i^ood 
Engli&h speaker."* I would pve as an instance of wliali 
I mean to recommend to my countrymen, the proiiun- 
<:iation of Uk' laic Sir Gilbert lilliot : and niny I presumo 
Ui ajdd that of the present £arlof Marchmont, who told 
im\ with ^^t good humour, that the vauMt-t of ii shop 
ill l^ndon wlti-n- he woa not known, said to liim. *' 1 
Mippoie, Sir. you are an Amerienn " " Why wi. Sir?* 
(■aid hill lorthldp) " Itemuse^ Sir, (rejklied the sIm>j>- 
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keopcr,) you sponk iKtllior EtigJi»!i uor ScoUli, hut some- 
thing: dilTereDt from both, which 1 conclude? is the lan- 
guage of America.'* 

BOfiWRM-, " it may be of (tie. Sir. to hare a Diirtio* 
Tiiiry louMxrtain thcprotiunciation/' Johnson, "Whj'. 
Sr, my mcl'iinniry uliews you the acccnl of words, if 
yoti tan hul ix-mriiiljer thtiu." Ilos^rKi.n. '* Bu(, Sir, 
we want marks to ascertain the proiiundation of the 
voweJd. SJtendan, I hdiere, has finished such a work." 
JoiiNsOK. " Why, Sift consider how mudi csisicr it is 
to Icnro a JanguQ^ l>y the tor, Ihan by any mflrka. 
SheridunV Dictionarj' muy do vi^ry well : hut you cannot 
ulvrays carry it about with you : and, when you vrjint 
ihc word, you have not the Dictionary, h is like e 
mau who has a swonl thai will not draw. It h an ml- 
mirable sword, to be sure : but white your eneniy h 
cutting your throat, you are unable to use it. Besides, 
Sir. what entitles Sheridan (»> fix the pnniunciation of 
£ri^lt^i ^ He haSt in the first place, the disadvantage 
of bring an Iri^hmfln : and if he says he will fix it after 
thc-cxamplc of the heat company, why they differ among 
thein!M:-Ke?i. I reiufuii*ei- an iuAtance : when I pub- 
Jinhed the Plan for my Diclionary, I^onl Chr^UTficId told 
ruL' that the word greet should be proi^ounced m as to 
rhyme to $tfile ; and Sir WjHiuin Vonge sent aw word 
that It sliould be pronounci^d so as to rhyme to seat, and 
Umt none but an Irishjnan would pronounce it grait. 
Now here were two men of the highest rank, the odc> the 
best speaker in the HouM! of Lordly the other, the l>est 
Hjtcaker in tlic I louse of CominoiMi diUcring entirely." 

I again visited hint at night, ^iidiag him in a very 
good humour, I renturt^ to lend him to itie sulijeet of 
our situation in a future slate, having much curiatdty to 
know )m notions on that |ioinl. Johnson. "Why, 
Sir, the haji)viiii;:i5 vf ua uiK-mbodJcd sjnrit will conAi^sl io 



JM 



THB LIFE OP 



tl77«. 



a cdiiJicioiuncMS of the favour of (^d, in the contempla- 
tion of tniLh, and in the possession of felicitating iLic^u." 
Bos^ELL, " But, Sir. 15 th(^re any harm iti our forming 
Id oui-sclvcs conjectures *i to the pnrticuUn of our liai>- 
|unes.H, Cbotigh the scripture- has »iid but very liliW on 
lhe?<iit»j»^-l? ' Wc know not what w« shall bv/" JoHK* 
80N, " Sir, there is nohdrm. What philosophy m^^r,>3t3 
to us on thii topick U probable ; what 9cri|fturc telia ui 
is ctruin. Dr< Henry More has carried it iijf Au- as 
philosophy caa Voti may buy Ixjth h 15 theological and 
l^htloNtjihiail works in two volumes foUo, for alxntt 
riglit shiUiugi." BosWRiX. "Oneof IheDiQstpIeiiMng 
t!jou};^itAU,that westiall see our rnt-iid» ugitiii.^*' JoJis* 
SON. " Yes, Sir; but you musC conaider, thni when we 
are become jiurcly rational, many of our fiicnd^hlpft wi 
l>e cut off. Many friendships are l<jrnied by a coj 
nity of sensual ptcjLMtri'^ : (dl the5c wilt be cut ot!', \Vc 
fomi many fricndHhii^ uith lutj mcn> because they have 
a*;rccal)]c cjualitiesi and Ihcy can be usdul to us ; but, 
allcr dcatli, they can no Jon^r be of use lo iii. We 
form numy friendships by mi^tiikc, iiiui^iuin^ [trople t'l 
be difl'L'rcni fioui what iht^y reaiUy nrr, Afttr death, 
AC shall see every cuie in » tnitr Hj^ht, Then, Sir, tJiey 
talk of our cneeimg our rdattoits : but then all relntioiv 
shtp is dbdkilved: and we .^ball Imvc no rof^ard for 
one person mere than untither, but j'or their ival vulue. 
However, we sltall citlicr have tikc satufaclion of meet- 
ing our friends, or lie aatisheil without meeting Iht'in." 
Bu-iwnix. ■■ Yet, Sir, wc sec iti &cji|)tiir«-, tliM liivi* 
still R'lniut-d an anxiouit ciinii-ni atiuiit U\* bn-thri-u/' 
ioUNsOK. *'A\liyp Sir, we n»ust dlher *u|>]Hnie that 
passage to be meiaphoricid, or hold with jnany divines^ 

otHrsrfolf plitry,Hfid»r[iur mulunllnowlfilfcnrFiirh ntJirr nhovr." 
<l>rf'iU'C.6,>hv]d«lbc>nirnmtivco(ibulh1lictci|iK«hwu.\lALvBii.1 
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and all tbc Pitr^tonans, that dcpnrtfd aoub Ag net nil 
itt once arrive at the utmost peHcction of wiiich Ihcy 
arc ra|KtMe-" Bojvweij,. " I tliink. Sir. that is a very 
r&lionni M<|t[>nsil ion/' JofiNSdS. '* Why yi-s^ Sir ; IjmI 
w do not know it is a true one. There is no harni ifi 
beUevmg it : but rou roust not com|icl oth^r* to make 
it nn nriic'lc of fAith; for it innotrevcaJct)/* liosMT.M-. 
^ Do you think, *ir, il is wroiij^r in a man whtiholtis the 
doctniH? of Pur^wtory, to pray for the jwuls of his (!<■• 
ci'awd fritnds." Johnson. "Why no. Sir." HoswnM., 
" I have IrtH^n toM. that in thf Titiirj^y of tlie K|fi>«.tnral 
(Hmreh of SctitliniH, flR-nr was a form of prayi-r fur lli<! 
chnil.'* JoHVsoy. ■* Sir, it ia not iii the Ltlui^ which 
Laud fr&tned for the KpLtcopal Church of Scotbnd ; if 
thi-re tt a litwr^ older than that, I should be i^hid lo 
dee it." Bofiwn.i.. " As to otir employment inn luturc 
state, tbc Slurred writing say little. J'hc Ketelation, 
however, of St. John gives us many idea^. and partica- 
hirly mentions mtnick." Johnmox. " AVIiy, Sir, ideas 
must lie ^iven yini by means of something which you 
know: and as to musii-k there are scmie|^hilo!>ophers and 
divincH whf) have mnmtaiued that we >»hnU mil lie sipiritn* 
alized lo auch a degree, but that eomelhint^j of matter^ 
very mueli refined, will remain. In tlial case, musick 
may make i\ |>art of onr futun: felicity*" 

Bos\rEI,L. '' I do not know whether there are any 
welKattcstcd stories of the a))|ie7i ranee of gluRts. V'ou 
knuw there U a famouh «4oi-y of the appeantnei* of Mrs. 
Ve^l, pre-fiM-d tiJ ' Drelituvjurt on Oeatli."* JdiixwiX. 
" I l>eiieve, Nir, that is piveo up; I Mieve the woman 
declared upon her dcath-bcti that it wa£ a lie.'' ' Boat- 



' [ThiiN ficlion M tnowii in hnvr tiern jnvpRlci] by Djinirl Df^rop, 
ttitiwM a4dnl to Uic Kvond cdilioa of the tn]*li9»b tranklttlJon of 
DrrhticiiuTt's nutk, ^irhich *wt nrigiti^^\y ArtUen in Frvacti.J lomuke 
it *>*\L The tni edition liod t< not. Maloxk.] 
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bcftuty jndcpcndenl of utility. The General tnuin- 
laiiml tht-re wn^ nnt. Dr JohnM>ii niAiDtojiicd tlmt 
di4-rc was 'y nrul he iti^^Uiicr'd a n>nVv aip which he hM 
m lib tiaiiiJ, the painting of which was of no rpal u?ic>, 
DH tlic cup could hold ihe coffee ecgually woll if i^in ; 
yet tlie iminling was lieautifiil. 

\^> talked of the »irttii^ cui^loni of svearinj in con- 
vrr^tion. The Gcneml midt Xhtit all iMirbarou^ iMitiona 
swore from a certain viotencc of tci]i|)a't Uiat cxMild not 
be coiitii>ed to earth, hut wtvs nlwcvi rc^nchhi^ at the 
|]Owcra above. lie said, too, tbat there was ^ixiatcr 
rtirU'-iy or>wt^riiig, hi pra|KirtioD as there waa agivultr 
variety ufn-ligtouv cereniQnie«. 

Dr, Johnson went hoiTte witJi me to tny tod;*iiifrs In 
Conduit'StreeC and drsitik tea, piwious to our (foin^ 
to the Punthoom which neither of us had ^ocr1 bcf«>re. 

He saidt " Gohliitnith's Life of PameU ia poor ; not 
tliat it b jxiorly writtviit but that he had pt^ir nutt^ 
ri«iU; fur ikiImkIy cod write the liJc of a nuiD, l>ut Uiiw; 
wlio have €At and dniiik and li^ed in social iiitereounw 
viilh him," 

J «ii that if It wa» uut troublewomc and presumJiifr 
too much, I would recju^st him to tell me aU the tittle 
circumfitfiiK:c« of lii« )Jle; what schoo)>> he attended^ 
when he came to Oxford, when he came xo Lomlofi, 
&c. ^c. He did not di^apprurc of my curio^ty aa to 
thcae particulars: but Aaid* ** They'll come out hy dc 
gieeSt w we tjilk tii^iher.'* 

He cvut^ired Riiffhejul » [Jfe of Pope ; and caid, " he 
knew nothing of Pope, and nothing rf poetry." He 
praUcd Dr. Josepli A\'arton9 Ksaay on Pope; but ssid, 
hv fiuppfMCd ^e should Ikave no more of it^ as th<! 
outbour had not been at>le to peraiade the world to 
think of Pope as be did." Bwwem^ " Why, Sir, 
$lK>uld that prevent him from euntinuing lib work ? 
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He IS ail ingeiiimift ('4>uivtf^l, who Iiah nvul<? llii* mnvi of 
hiftc^itiw: he is not obligml lo gniii ti." JoiivvoN. 
" But« Sir, there is 11 dUfrroiice when tlw cnuwr U of a 
mfa\\ own makiTi^.** 

\Vt tfllkotl of tlie prnper use of riche?. JniiN*M>K. 
** Ifl were a iDon of a prrat c*latc% I T^'otjkl cirivo oil Otc 
Tttncah whom I did not like out of the county, nt an 
dire ti on.*' 

1 asked him, how far lie thotigitt wealtli sliould he 
pmployc<nTi lirajntality. JoHSSos, " V'ou are to con- 
sider that Andcnt ho«|iitulit}*, of which wc Iienr ho 
tnucli, was in an uncommei'cial country, when men 
being idle, were glad to be cntcrlainctl nt ridi mcn^a 
tables- But in a commercial country, a busy countni't 
time becomes precious, and tlicreiure hospitality is not 
so much valued. No dout>t tlicre is titlU room for a 
certain d^)^u« of it ; ami » man has a sntixfaf-tLon in 
ffr4*iii^ his fnendtc eating and drinking around him. 
But [ii\>n]h('uotit« hov|iitn[icy is rot the wny to ^n i^al 
influence. Vou must help some people ut tfible bcforo 
otliirf ; you mu$t o^k fpOme people hovt* they Mkc tlieir 
wine olteacr than others. Vou therefore ofl'end rnorc 
people than you please. Vou arc Hke the Freitcli 
statesman, vrbo siudf when he granted a favour^ ' Xai 
fait Jir mtcontcnia tt un ingrat.^ Besidei, Sir, beioj; 
enterlniibcd ever so well at a man's table, impressefl 
nr> lasting re^rd or cwti^K^m. No, Sir, the way to 
mflhc sure of |)Over and influence i», by lending money 
confidentially to your neigfhtiouns at a small interest, or 
jiertiajH at no interest at jill» and having tiicir bonds in 
your possession," Bositkll. " May not a man, Sir, 
employ hi-4 riches to advanta^, in ctlnruling y^^^'g 
menofnunit?" Johxm>S\ *• Vc*, Sir, if ihey fall in 
your way ; hut if it he undervlood that you patmniTe 
young men uf merit, you will be liarassed with solicita- 

1 
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tinns. Vou will have nuniEiem forced upon ) ou, whcr 
■have no m<!ril; some will fnrre ibrm u|Mn ym% fWiin 
mixlTikrn inirtiality ; ami r>nmc from tlownnt;ht tn- 
^re&tetl motives, wilhout litiiiple ; nnd you will lie ilb- 



•' Were I ft rich niftn, 1 would pro|kaf*ate all kinds of 
ttrees ibat will fn"o"" >i tf"? open air- A ^ix<cii-li4^sc is 

lijdisji, 1 would intixKlucc fortif^n aitimnb into the 

funtiy; for in?4tjincc, the rcin-dotr/*^ 
The com-cr^liofi now turned oci critical subject. 
'Johnson, " Bayes iu * 'Ilie Hphcjuiijil," U a nullity 
■illy chnrncliT. If il wtLt iult^tuii-if lo In* liki* n puiti* 
cubv man, it t'ouM fiuly Jh* divrrtiog white that mau 
was remembered. But I (jue^tlon whether it vfus moant 
for Drydt^Ti, as bais lx-c*n ii*-|KJrtrd ; fnr wc kii4>w soirtc 
oi the pflfsag€8 said to be ridiculed, were wrilleii aince 
the ltehear$al : at least a pasaagc nientionoil in the 
Preface '^ ifl of a later dcitc.'* I mniutntned that it had 
mmt as a general satire ou tlie jieir-imjK<rtanceofdrauui* 
tiek authovra. But even in this light he iK^d it very 

We then w*alked to the Pantheon. Tlie fim view 
of it did not strike us so much as Raoctuj^b, ofwbidi 

* TMi project hukiiirv bv^n rvalUfil^ Sir llvnTy Lldild. uhtk 
auuJ« A ipirilvd touf hto Lapland, bmughl Lwo nin-dccr lo hi* cnbitit 
in N^mhumlicrlaind, wlxriv ihty bred : bui [he r«ceh&f unf^^rlunatrf/ 

* ['ilkvra i« no prefbc» Eo '* Tb« H«h«»nAl/ Mttrigliiallf |Hit>< 
li«h«tL Dr. J«ha«oii ftccmM lo lure Mcftnl the AiUr«» to ihe 
Kcodvr with ft Kit ftubjoined <o il; which h^rt he^n pTrfixnJ U> 
the podprn i^iuoiia of that pUf- lU JJJ not loo». it appt-am, Ihnl 
Xrvffnl ^Wi/Zflnt w*m; mad* lo " Th* Rehmnil" •ftcT thr fini «di- 
llon. Ill* fMiculr <rn ihc pnMigm here alluded t« i* fcund Am«m|r 
lk«st oddi'fj^i. Thcf ih?Mur« (ant'Mh iw jfrrnrnd Cur the tluubui 
hen iiiKgMtfd. Uoquntioii4h1> B*j" w»s nuant to be tic rc|>ie- 
KPtAtiiG of Drydcft, wlujac hnilur phm*** in hi* ontinufy nrnvirr- 
uiion nTt ffn]UFntly Imnulund in \hn pi«e. M^lokk.] 
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liiC !ttid« tiic *^ coup dccii WI13 tijc finest Uiin^ lie had ever 
iwrn," The trutli In RaiuJairh it of * more lieautlf^l 
firnii nn>re of it, or mlhrr iiidetNl thr whole rotunda, 
3|i|)eiin( at ofioe, atul it b better li)(httx), Ilou^rvtr, ns 
JobnHuii otKervedr we Raw tlw Pantheon in time ot 
mounting, wh(*n tUeii^ was a dull unifarmity ; wtiereas 
ive bad aecn Hanela^h. when the view was enliven«i 
wiUi a ^y iwi*(ii^iou of colours. 3Ire. IkHvilIc, of 
{juntbwait, in Vorkshirc, Joined us, aad entered into 
<x»iivei-*attoii ivitli iiK. Jo]iim>ii uiid to me ailervranbt 
'* Sir, tbis is n ml^^ity iiiti*llig<^)t iwly." 

t Haid tlwic was not lialf & gitinea*ii worth of [>]t*ii- 
sure in seeiof^ tbb |>Jacv< JonNsoK. " But, Sc, there 
H IkiU a ^iiKu'^ worth of iDfcncrity to other pt^optc in 
sot bavin j« snn it." BoswelI-, " 1 doubt. Sir, who^ 
ihcp there are maoy happy iico(klc h^re.'' Jqunson, 
" Vm, Sir, tlwrc arc mony happy people here. There 
arc many people liere who are watdiingr hundreds^ 
And nho Cbiiik bumlirds arr wal^rbing tfivm * 

Ha|ipetan^ to taect Sir Adam FergUMn> 1 pr^ 
sentpd him (o I>r. Juhiiaon, Sir Adam expvwtcd *oint* 
uppiehension Uiai Ute Panihecn would encourage luxury'. 
** Sir, (said Juhn^on,) I am a great friend to publick 
aniusements ; for they keep people fram vice. You 
now (addii^sini: bimsctf lo uvc,* would have been with 
a wench, had you not been hcre^— O! i luv^t you 
were marncd-'* 

Sir Adam suggested, that luxury ixirrnpi^ a |icoplf, 
ami dr^troyn Uke iipirit of Iil>trrty, JuiiV-soN- " Sir, 
that is all visiotiDry. J would not ^ve half a ^int.^ 
to live under one form of government rather than an- 
other, Jt 18 of no n»D>cnt to the JiappiiitT;* of an indi- 
vidual. Sir, the danger of the abuse ol' |Jcwot is no- 
thing tea {jrivate man. What Frenchman in prevented 
from pauing Im Ule as be plcttaea?** Sift ArMM. 
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But, Sir, in (he BritiBJi coiutittiUon it is surely of 
importance to kcG|> up a spirit ia the pcopkr. to as to 
preserve a lialaace aguiittt the crovm.'* JoHN:i(iK. 
" Sir, I perceive you are a vile Wtii^.^Wliy all thii 
c)i!ldi?i}] Joiluu^iy uf Ui^ ihiwkt nC the crown? The 
c:n>«'ii H;iK iioL ptiwrr i-iHiu^'fi, When i say that oU 
|^v<*rrimrEitA nr^* «lik<v I connidn- that In no pwcm- 
lueiit ponx-r can be abused Ion;;. Mankind will not 
bear it. If a sovereif^n oppresses his people to a ^^at 
de^rn^e, thcj ^vill ri^ ami cut olT hta head, Thc-re is a 
mncdy m human nature ag;aiii>t tyranny, tliat uilj 
keep OS saic under c%-cry form of j^rcmiiicnt. Had 
not the people of France thought thcmHelve^ honoured 
in Tilmring in i\K hrilliaat actions of Lonis XIV. thry 
would not have eiidtned him; and we may say tJic 
sauie of die King of PruKMiuV {icople." Sir Adam intro- 
duced the andcnt Creeks and KomaDs. Johnson. 
** Sir, tlte tnodft of bnth of them were barbarians- The 
ntttin ofewr^' pctjple nimi be barl^aroua where there ia 
DO prtDtiof^, and oon^uently knowledge is not g'ene- 
roUy diHuAcd. Knowlci^ is diHu^ed anioi)^ our pecv 
pit* by lilt- iH^w?i|>a[>erH." Sir Adam mentioned the 
oratorio, poi-ls and artist* ot Grcpce- Johnson. " Sir, 
I am talking of the mass of the prople. We six- t'Xfii 
what tlie boaAl<,'d AUienians wore. The little eUTect 
which Di'moGthenca's orations \md upon them, sbevra 
that they were harliahans.** 

Sir Adam was unlucky in h\9 topick*: for he eug* 
gcfited a doubt of tiic propriety of Bishop* having sent* 
in the Iloune of I^rds< Joiisaox. ** IIow so. Sir? 
\irho IS more pni|)cr for bavir^ tJic dignity of a pecr^ 
than a l^shoj>, providixl a Bi!«li4i|) be what he oughbi 
to be : and if improper BiaJiopit \k nutdo, thnt i^ i>ot 
the fault of tikc Bif(bo|W, but of thot>e wlio make them." 

On Sunday^ April 5, after attending dirinc sirrvit^ 
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«it St Paul's church, 1 fouml lilm ^Joitr. Of a wcIvm)!- 
Iii4«t«r of hi« Qcqtiaintanoe, a native of Scotbnd, lie 
" He hft^ n pfTut ileal of fjood about him ; hut he 

also very defective in sfime respect*. His iimtT f»art 

_ ^:tHid, but Ma outer paK m mighty awkward^ Vou 

iitn Gotland do not attain that nice critical skiU in 

langna^f, nhleh we get in our schfwh in England. 

I H'«»$ild not put a buy to hitii, v^tiom 1 inlrndeU for a 

lan of lenmin^. But for the son* uf citizens who aru 

lL*am a tittle, gvt f*ood tnoralE. unJ tlitm gu to tiudc, 
Fte may do very well/' 

1 mentioned a cause in wliich i had appeared as 
couHAeE at the bar of the General A^i^seml^y of titc 
C^iiixli of Scotland, where a Probationer^ <a* one 
Jitvniced to pruach, biit not jet nrdained> i« called,) wai 
^«])|innrd in bin nppliention to l»e inducted, Ui iitiiit it vra^ 
illLHl^iftl that be had been guilty of rnniicatinn five 
before, JtiHNsox. *' Why, ^r, if lie b«« i^ 
it ii not a HiintcieDl objectioD. A man who a 
f^oA enough to go to heaven, is f*ood ci>ou^h to be a 
cICTf.'yTnaii/' Thb was a huinam: and liberal aciiti- 
mcnt. But the character of a clei^yman is more 
sacred Ihaji that of an ordinary' chfi^tian. Aa he is 
to instruct with authority. )ke diould be regarded with 
reverence, ai one upon whom divine tiiith hu« had 
the effect tn ict hint above lucli traiujf regions, st% men, 
leu exidu-Kl by spiritual habiti and yet upon the whole 
DOC lo be excJtidcd frbm heaven^ hove been betrayed 
into by the predomiruincc of passion, Thxit cUi^p^-mcn 
may be eonaiderod aa sinaera in general, m all men arc, 
cannot lie detiie<I ; hut this reifectiofi will not couD- 
terart their guotl precepts srj mudi, a^ the abM)ItJte 
knnwWd^ of their having been guilty of certain spc 
cifu: immoral act«- 1 told bun, that by the nde^i of the 
Ctiurch of Scotland, in their - Hnak of DiscipliiH*/' if 
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a scandiiiy a« ll U calU'd. is no4 |>ro«ccu4od for fi^c J^nrf^ 
it cannot aAcrvtards be iirocceded upon, ^ unless it be 
of a kchictu nature, oj- o^utt bi^cxjinc flagrant;"* and 
tluit hence tt (jut-ition arose, wliclhcr furniialtoii na» a 
sin of a hcinoEis nature ; aD<l tluil I liad luuinttiitml, 
tJiat it did mil tk^^rre (Iml 4*]iiihrt, in as mudi a?* it 
wasi iiiTl DIM- ttf ilunt' MriK whidi ai'^-iie very px-at t^ 
pravity of iMrart: in short, vras noi^ in the ^ncnd ac- 
ceptation of maakind, a heinous sin. JoifKsOK. ^ No, 
Sir, it is not a heinous sin. A hiMnou» sin ia that for 
which a man i^ punLsltcd with death or banishment.** 
Bos^rE^L. " Bui, Sir, after I liad argued that it was 
not a heinous sin, an old clrrgyman rose up, and n> 
peittiiig the text of scripture tienounciiig jud^finent 
n^iinst whoremongers, asked, whether, considering 
ihfs, tJicrc coiitd be any doubt of fornication bein^ a 
heinous sin.'' JouSSON, " Why, Sir, observe the 
word ^/tQitmcnger^ Every sin, if iiemistcd in, wiJI 
l*ec<ni>e hetncHix Wfaovemor^r is a dealer in whores 
as iroumoii^-r in a diaW in iron. Bui as you don^ 
mil n inun an inrnTiinn^r for buying and M-lhujr n pen- 
knife ; so you don't call a man a whomi»onger for gut- 
tinjif one wench with chUd." ' 

I Sfx>ke of the inoqualiiy of the Uvin;;;) of the d 
in England, and the scanty provisions of some of tiM 
Curate*. Johnson* *' Why yes. Sat-, hut it cannoi 
be bclpcdn Vou mu^t consider, that tlic revenues of 
the clergy arc nnt at the disposal of the sut**, like tlw 
pay {}( tht^ army. DiJlen-ut miti have founded riif- 
ferenl churehcs; and some are heller endmreil. some 
worse. The Ftate cannoi interfere and malie an equal 



* Itmul Bol bo prttnmcd that Or. Johnityt mvanl to gjtvt vtf 

cnic he mndf » jmt ami subtle dUtinctioD brlwr^a «tca»io(i(il and 
lubirunl ifomi^nMloR. 
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division of what ho* been [inrticulnrljr Approprmtcd. 
KoKv whrn a clergyman hus but a SfCtaU iivm^, or 
even t«-o 5tnnl! livings, "be am affbnl very little to ibe 

He suiM, he went more freqiienlly to cburch when 
there were prartTB onlv, than wb(m iHeie-wa* aliro a 
Bcrraoo, o^ the people i5?quired more an cxamptc for 
tlic one than the other; it htinff much easier for them 
to hear & sermon, than to fix their tninds on prayer. 

On iMiimhi}', A|>nl 6, 1 dined with liim at Sir 
AlexiindtT M«cJoniih!V whrrr wn"^ a yintvg officer in 
l-lie regimentals of the Seot5 Royal, who tjilknl wilh 
a vivacity, fliiene}-, and prcctHion so uncommon^ that 
he attract^td particular attention. He proved to be 
the 1 ToTiotirtilile Thomas Ei%kine, yoaiigeet brother 
to the Eurl of Ituchfin, who h«* ^nncx' ritcn into such 
brilliiint reputotion at the bar in Wcstminslcr-hall. 

Melding l>cin^ mentioned, Johnson exclaimed. ** he 
wa* II blockhead;" -md upon myexpres?«r^ my »Mo- 
nishment it «o vtrnn^ nn ussrrtion, he Hiid, " What I 
mean by hn tteinf^ a blockhead is. that he vas a barren 
rascal."* Bo5Wt:ij . " AVill yon not ixlhnv, Sh', that he 
dmws very natursil i«ri«ire« of human life? " Joiix- 
»ON. " Why, Sr* it tfl of very low life Richardson 
iiK'H to tay, that had he not known who FieJilin^ wan* 
he should have believed he wns an o*llcr. Sir, there 
iH inorc knowledge of the heart in one letter of Itichard' 
sonN, than in alt ' Tom JLjneat'* I, indf*ttl, never read 



< [Johiuion'ft ncverliy nj^iiut r«t1ilin^ iliil not jirUc froio any ti* 
ciOMnfM in Im «tylc. twi ftDcm hin i4Hmt UU, ani the profligncy of 
iilnKNt all IlIh aalc cliiimctrnr Who ivnuld vtiiLurc to irnd o(i« of 
hi* ni>TcU aloud to bioi|v«l i«oniea ? Hu novtb tm ^atf oiauientati^ 

rciiinrt wul kolinclurcil wiiH <ko iwih wcfs1« of Iht OnrdiM, ihtt,i ii 
H'fmld novrbr ilioufttii oa\j At fhrabmiliH> Dvihit.] 
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* Joseph Andrews/*" Ekkkisk. •' Soroly, Sir, Richard- 
son is vcrj lediotts." JOHK8ON. '* Why, Sir, if you 
wero to read Richjird^n for the story, your impaticQCc 
would be ao niucli fretti'd tlial you would hang your- 
^Htlf. Dut yuu nitiht rtriul him fur ilit; M-xiliint-iit, »iid 
ciiik.HiiW tlio lUiry «s otiXy giving occasion to the wiiiU 
nirnt."* — 1 hnve already j^vcn my opinion of Fieldin^r; 
but I cannot refrain from repeating Ueve my wondcT ut 
JolinKatr« excG££ive «nd unaocountaMc dcprcdrttion of 
one of the \w^i ^^Titcr^ thitt I%n^laDd hnfi pn-ocluced, 
" I'oin Joiic^^^ has fitood the t^t of puhLlck o[iiuiDn 
with such fluoccss m to have cstaMislied iti great merit, 
both for the ttoryt the arntimcnts. and the manner?;, 
nnd also the varieties of dietioti, so ns to li?:ivi.^ n^i douLt 
of its hjiviog an animated truth of execution thixiiigfu 
<iut. 

A book of travcbt lately puhb^hcd undci' the title of 
Corini Junior^ and written by Mr. I'attrion,'* was men- 
tioneil* Johii>OD huid, this ItJNjk wa? in imitation oi 
Sterne/ ond not of Ccniat^ whose name riiUr^n had 
chosen as a whimatcal one. " Tom Coriat (xaid he) 
was a humourist nbout the court of Jamt-s the First* 
He had a mixtureof learning, of i^it, and of bunfoonery. 
He fir>l tniTcJlod through Europe, and puhlisk-d his 

LVctSi lie afterwards travelled on foot through .\sia, 
biul Q\ade many remark:*; Uit he dic^l at Mandoa 
and his rrn»arks were lost." 

We tidknl of gaming, and animndrerii-d oai it uilli 
auveriLy. Juiixsov. " Nay, guntk^men, k-c u« ti^il a^- 
j;ravaie the matter. It U not ivvuery to play with a man 
who i* igrwrant of the ^ame. while you are recwu-r of it^ 

* Mr, SaniHl Pnt«noo, em^neol Tik hb liBowi*ilpc cfboolm. 
» Mr Paienoo, ifJ « p^mpW^t. [imrturpil kviip r» irit-nct ii» iWpw 
ikMhUwuvk vraa friiuen Iwfiwr Slcme't * >r)ilinicnuv1 Jnumcv ' 
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And Hii vrin )iU rniMiey ; for lie tliinkii he con (ilar better 
t}Km yuu» 2S you think you can play better thao he; 
and the superior shall carries iL Ekskinf, " Ht^ U a 
Tool, Ijut you are not a rogw," JoHXSON. " That'* 
much about the truth. Sir it must Ix^ conaidcre^l, 
that a Tiiao who only does what cvcjyonc of the society 
to which he 1>cIoii^ would do, in not a dUhoncst man, 
III thi? republic of S|Mrtu it was ognxd, that iitj^aUrig 
wa^i not diihoDtKiratJe, iF not discovpnid- I do DOt 
ocmmieud u !«iKiety wliere there U an agreement thftt 
what would not other^'tse he fidr, ihall be fair: but 1 
snaii>lain, that an individual of any socieLy, who prac- 
tices what U Allowed, U not a dialioncat man " Bos- 
-WCi L< " So then, Sr, youdoimt think iUcfa man who 
lirinA pcrbapa ioriy thousand pounds tn ci wintci?" 
JuBSttON. "Sir, 1 do not coll a gnmvstcr a di^hoae^t 
mttn ; but I call him an unsocial man, an unproAtalilc 
jiiaii. (laining i* a mode of trausfcrriup property 
■wilhoui ])n>dudiijf any inlt^r mediate guod. Trade ^vis 
employment to nuniber»t and >o pioduces mternH-ilijitu 



Mr. Enkinc told us, that when he was in the island 
£ Aliaorca^ he not only read prayci^t Uit preadicd 
iiiwoscrmoiia to the regiment. He seeiued to ot^ject to 
' the |)aiaaf;v in scrijituret wliere we art? tc^hl thai tiie 
angel of the l^rd *tmote in one ni^ht foily thouinnd 
Auyi-ian^." " Sir. (itaid Jolmion,) you ahottid recollect 
tliat tJiere wa» n njpcmaturol inter|}ositiou ; they were 
destroyed hy jiestilencc^ You are not to snpposc that 
the angel ol^ the I^Hd went about tmd atablied eoeh of 
them with a dagger, or knodced tliem on the liead, 
roan by man.' 
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* [f>ne hundred kod «igli<y-fiT0 ihoiufiad. Sc4 kainli txxvik ^ 
and S Kiofp lia. 35. Mai.om-] 
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After Mr. Enkino waa g^ne^ adiscu^^ioa loolr-plut^ 
whether iKc pn»eDt Eial af Buchftn, whco Lord Card- 
rcas, did rt^t to rcfuH; to go Secretary of the Km- 
ha^y to Spain, v*hcn Sir Jaiii<^ Ciray, n timn vf infcritntr 
mtik, wrul Aiti1iJtix;iiI<>ur, Dr. JohfifiOti said, thnt 
|)CThapK in point 'if inU'Rr«t Uv did XKrong ; t>m in point 
of digitity he did well, ^r AlexatHler iiiMstotI Uiut 
lie W4U wrong ; and ftaid that Mn PUl intended it m 
on ndvnntof^ous ibint^ for him. " Why, Sir, (ntid 
Johi)Soo,) Mr Fitt mij^ht think it an udvaota^ouB 
thing: tor him to moke him a vintner, and g^t him all 
the Portugal trade: but he wonid }iave demeaned 
Minsoir Mrangdy had he ncccpted of such a utuation, 
Stp had lie j^nc Svnvtary nhik' hi» infcriour wu» Am- 
bufsadour, lie would have been a traitor to his rank 
and famiiy." 

1 talked of the little attachment which »iih?i3tcd 
lictwecn near relation? in Ixrndon. " Sir> (j<dd Jolin- 
9tm,) ill a cuuntry mi rotnmi-n'iiil a* iiiim, irlu^re every 
man can da for him^^If, there U not sto innrli occasion 
for that utt^'hnient. No mnn i« thn^i^ht the wi^k' of 
here, whose brother was h&o^. in iincoiiimerti:^! 
coiintrioA, many of the 1irancfie« of a fondly mu»t 
depend on the rtock ; so, in order to make ih<t head 
jof the family take care of ihcni, they are represented 
as connected %tith hi^ reputation, that, i*clf-love being 
intei^estnl, lie may exert hiniEieU' to promote their in- 
ten>t. Voti have finit Iat^^ drrk'Tit or rluni; n« noni* 
meixx' increase^ the roonexion ii confined 10 familk^; 
hy dcj^ivc^t that too goe« off, ne having tiocome tinne- 
CMisMiry, and there being fuw opportunities of inter- 
course. One bi'other is a niercliant in the city, and 
aitolher is (in officer in the guards; ticw little. inter* 
i!Dur»c cnn tliew two have ! '* 
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1 at^cd warmly for th« M feudal AVBtcro. Sir 
Alexander oppowd iu rihI tnllcrd of tlie |>VjiMiit: of 
seeing nil im^ii frw and im^ierdciil. Johnson, ** I 
a^jrcc wilh Mr. Bosn-ol^ Ihat lliere must U- a hi^h sa- 
tisfaction in bein^ 4 feudal Lord ; but wc arc to consider 
that wc ong:lit not to wi^ to hnvo a mimberof men 
unTinppy for the satisfaction of one. ' — t matDtainrd that 
numbt^rs. namdjr, the varaols or foUowcTs^ were not 
unhappj; for tKsit there was a rcd|iroc&l ftatiBfadioii 
iH-tiTivn the l^rd nnd them ; lir- liring kind in lilt au- 
ihoriiy OTcr Uiem; they being rt'spi-ctfiil and Duthful 
to him. 

' On Thuffida}', ApHl 9> I c&llcd on him to beg h<! 
would t;o and dine vith mc at the Mitre Tavern. He 
hod resolved not to dine at ail t?>i9 day, 1 know not 
for wliat re«ton ; nnd I wa4 »o tinwiUin^ to lie deprived 
of bb eompaiiy, that I was content to Ajbmtt to HuOrr 
A want, which was at firat somewhat painful, hut he 
«Min nimde me forget li ; and a man i* nlwavs j>leaBPd 
with hintwlf, w^ien lie find* \m Intetlertiial indinatiom 
predomiimte. 

lie obserced, Lj»nt to reii«on phtlo^ophienJty on the 
nature of prayer* was very (inprolitahle. 

Talking of glioatK, he wild, be knew one fiiend, wIm> 
was an ltoi>u-^t nt^m and h M^iKihle i[iiin» vho mid him 
he had 9t^m a j^ho»t ; dd IMr. Edward Cavp, the piinler 
at St- John's Gate. He naid, ftlr Oiive did not like 
to ullc of it, and fiermeil lo Iw In Fr">A< horronr whoi»- 
ei'er ii wa* mcntionccL B<jswi>m,, " Pray, Sir, what 
did he fiuy wa« the a|}|waiiec?" JonS30K. "Why, 
Sir, something of a shadowy being/' 

I mentioned witchett, and aAird him what they [vro- 
pt-rty mmnt Jouyisos. *' Why, Sjr, ihi^j,' \>nt\w\y 
mean those who make use of Ihe aid nf e\>l NpiritK." 
BoAWKti^ "There U no duuhl. Sir, a general rv-pi*il 
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»nt\ liri)i-r<ir Uii-ii^ )uuin^ tfxintLtL" JoHMAOH. ^' V<H1 
Imivc not only the general report and iKlicf, but )oa 
have many voluntary sdemn confessione-" He did i»ot 
affirm any thing pGvjtiTcly upon a KubjccL which it W 
the ta^on of the timc5 to lau|;:h at fis a matUT of al>- 
^ui^ crLfjulitr. He only setmeil willini^, iH a candid 
itiquirtT aiWr truth, h^twcvcr strange and incxpUadilt, 
to &I10W that l»e undenitood wimt mi^}iL he urged fur itJ' 

On Friday^ A|jrD 10, I dined with him at Gcnciul 
O^ctJiorpo's, tt'hcr*^ wo found Dr. Gti)d«niith, 

Armorial beoriu^ti ^ui^'uig be^ti nientiont'd, Johnson 
aaid they were at ancient U9 the *icge of TiK.'l)e3, which 
he proved by a passage in one of tJic tragedies of 
i^uripidca.^ 

I Atarted Ihp (juerilion, whether durUing vfos coti* 
sistcDt with moral dtity. Thi* hntve old GviktuI &ted 
at IhU, and Raid, uitJi a lof^' air. '* L'ndoubtcdly a m.iu 
h:i> a cv;;ht to defis^nd hU hinsour^ GouDEiatrnt, Kum- 
Uti^ to me.) " 1 ti$k you fin^t, Sir, what vrould you do 
if jou wen* affronted? "^ I an^wetcd, 1 aliould think it 
necessary to fig'lit. ** Why th<?n, (rephed GoldMnitli,) 
that aolrcs the qucntionp" JoHNtwN. '- No, fSir it 
does not solve Ll>e question. It does not fblliiw, ilmt 
what a nknn would do i? tln-n-rcin- riglit."* I »id» I 
wished to have it settled, whether duelliof* was cofi- 
trary to the laws of Chrintlamty. Johi^^on tmuMxlt- 
ntely entered on the suhjeett and treated it in a niiB^ 
teriy iDniiner: aod 90 far a» 1 liave been ahh to recoiU 



See tbif fuHovA qantion Irotlipd by Mm wUli noM acute kitiltty, 
Juumnl ot 11 lour t» Ui« Hcbtiiln," 9il t^U p. !UI- 
■ frtiD paungc la wbidi Johmon alli*ki^ U to be fouud ^m I 
Jvcturt) inibePHAiciiax. I. Il2a 

%Mt WfStM ff^*l V^«V*' ■* '. ^ 
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le«t, bin ilioug}iU tvero these : " Sir, as mea Ixcomc ia 
a higli decree rcfiui^^, \arious caudes oC oiTcDcc uise ; 
Hliidi «re considci^d to be of such importance, that 
lifi- miirtt Ijcstrtktxl Ut atoiie for theiu, tboti^h in rcatity 
ihey an* iiol wj, A luxljr tlutt h;i* nH^t-ivi-tl a very fiiie 
polish may be easily hurl, Bc^forv tocn arritx* ai tbia 
urtiliui.il reftiiemcnt, if one telU Im nei^hliour — \ui 
]ic«, hifi ncigbbour tcUj^him < — belies: if qiic ^vcf his 
i>ci|(bbi;ur a blaw, bis neighbour gives bioi a IJou' : but 
ill » iiiiic of hij^b))' polished society, an aJIroiit is held 
to Ix^ a M.-iioLi3 injury. It mu^t^ tbcrcfoRs be rcsCTit«Jj 
or mtber :i tiufl munL lit fcmght u|iEm it ; «li men httvt; 
a^nwtl tu bnuitb fmtn tlieir siociety ou<- wbu puts up 
wilb an alTrtint without lighting a duel. Now, Sir, it 
is never anlflwful to figlit in self-defence. He, then, 
.vbo fi^btfl a duelf doiM n(>l Agbt from ])QKsioii agQinst 
his anU^iiL»1, tnit out of »eU-defcnoe; to avert the 
rtif^mn of the woridt and to prevent himself from bein^ 
diiven out of society, 1 couUI wlkIi tJicre wah not tJist 
mipei-lltiity of rdiiit^meiit; but while »uch notions pre- 
rail, no iloubt at titAU may lawfiitly fight a duel/' 

Let it be reiTieml>ered, that this juUi6ca!iou is nppli. 
cable only to the pei^ion who receives an aflroni. .\ii 
juankind mu»l cond^fmn the ii^gre^or. -, 

'I he General told us, tJiat when he was a vcr>- yming 
man. 1 Uujik uidy bt'teen, acrvtng under i^rincc bUi^^ene 
j»f Savoy, be wns fiittitig in ft company at table with a 
IViuee of Wirteoilterg. Tlie Printv took up a ^bi^n of 
winiv mid, by a fillip, nmdL' some of it i\y in f>gle. 
tliorpe'ii face. Mere wa^ a nice dileiiiiiui> To bare 
chaUerii;«d him instantly, might have fixed a i|uarTc-l' 
character upon the youn^ *<ijdier: to huve taken 
notice ol it mi^bt lm\c beuti coiHideiY>d a^ cowardice. 
Ojd^thorpc, therefore, kcei>ing h'\j eye u]>on the Vtiiwv. 
iiiKl ^uiiliu^ all the ti[uc> aA if he took wluil hia lli^b- 
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ocM had iIoiM! in J€St, said •* J/r?H Prijuv,— " (I f(*f^t 
tile Frrnch uords he uwd. the puqwirt however Wiw 
" TTial's u g'KxT joke: hul tre do il much hclUT in 
Eni^rtiid ; " iiitd thrvw a trbole giMt of vnne in the 
Prince's face. An old (icnctal who sat by, said, ■ //^ 
4ici» ,/rt/f , moM Frinc^r wu^ /'<Trcz cio/nwcitc^ : ' (ind 
%\ua nil mdcti m ^mI humour." 

Dfp Johnson said, " Vmy ii<n\Gmh give lift mn ac* 
cuunt of ttve Ai<^gc of l)4*)^idc." l'|K>fi vthidi the <ie- 
m-nil, |K>Liriii^ n llttk' winr iijkon t?»* Uifjic, 4lt'?imli»l 
cvet^- 1hii>g with s irct finger : - Hen* wv were, hi-rt- 
wcTO the Tiii1c»/' &c. &:c. Johnwii listened wiih the 
cUmi^ attention. 

A qucAtiotr uo* 5t(trtoil, how fur pcoj^lj^ who disatjrec 
in a otpitol point can hvc in fricnj.LJ.ip toff*^thcr, John- 
90Q aid they miglit. Goldifinitli said lUcy could not, 
13 thc^r had not the iVtui vefic aiqu€ idem nolit — -the 
MEne liking aihl Uk^ ^auie avertiooHv Johnson. '* Wh^, 
^r» y<nt rnuHt shun the fiuhjecC asi tu whk^h yoii dis*- 
a^^e^ For Lrritance, I can live very well with Buriie: 
I Uive hi« |:nowtt^i^, ht« grnitjH, h\% dUTusiini, aiifl 
affluence of conircr&atton ; but I would not talk to lijm 
of Ihe R<»ckii>ehafn party," Goi.nSMiTii. " But, Sir, 
wbeii people hre tocher who have tioracthing as to 
which they dbagm, und which they want to «hun, 
Ibcy wiJl Ik: hi the situation mentioned in tlie 5tory ol' 
Bludieard : ' \'om may look hitu all the rbanilwr^ hut 
oiicl' But wc Miould have the ;;i«At«tt inclination to 
look into tb&t chambefi to talk of that eubjoct." Joiiv- 
SON. (with a load voic<.0 " Sir, I am net Baying that 
yiw could live in friendship with a man from whoin you 
dilfer as to some point ; I nni only saying that / could 
do it. Y«u put mo in mind i*f Sa|^o in Orid-" ^ 

* [Mr, Do««r-ir« totr NHf bring nilhrr ftTiort, la Ukrn nt ihc 
tlnr, (wllh a^n pcrhniA (o l\i!iirc rttHicrr) Jobmon'v Itmnvk b 
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GoldAmith told tu, Ui»t lie wab urw Imsj in writing 
a Natural History; and* thai he mij^ht h<ive HtU Imuiv 
for it, he hud taken lodging, nt a fanner'* }>iium\ nwir 
to thr six tnilc-vtoiiv, on the K^l^i^warorocd, ami had 
carried down his booki in two returned post-chaises 
Ho said, he believed the farmer's fnmily choti^lit him 
an itdd character, aiinilar to that in v,'hkh the Spectator 
aplie^iird to hh Jumllady and her children : Uc w^s The 
Gcntkman. flln Micklc. the translator of ** 'I'hc 
Luuad," ami T, vrrnt t<i irVit him at this fJacc ;i fi-w 
dfijTK aflrruardv. Hi' u'jik mA at horn*", hut h;iviifg a 
curiu»ty to sax his apartment, we WL-nt in, and fuutul 



nloKure, md itquirw to be el lUile opened. WliaC he xnid, pruftihl^ 
wiflt " Vou fcijea In Ihink Itint l^-o Iri^-nds, to li^ri? vrclt (<>^-ciljcr, 
■nuil bi' in n (ivrfcrl Imnmmy wilfi ciidl ni^cr; iImL mrh ^IkhiIiI be 
tti lh< nlhi-t, wlmt Snppho baitt.1 the wijt im her lovrr, iirnl nfij- 
fhrml^ hffrcc in BTtry pnmruUf : licit ttiinn It^rno mevni ni^mtnry/' 
Ac I'lkc vroT^ of &ipph<> nlludecl tn, nrc ; — "eWNt^m^ ^ fifilv 
piriffifoiu." Ovid. KrUi, Sipj>, nd J'hnoncm, L 51 - M^LONi-.] 
I [lih^uld nitk'r cuDJcci;irc llmtilic p(i«»Agc whkli JoliRAun knil in 

" Si* nUi quK locic potent te i]igna vidcri 
" Ndllb Tuturft taa rii ; ouEbi fuium tua cftt." 

HU rawonin^ nnd its illLjiitinllou I take to b« ilii:^. ff \uu ure dc^ 
Jterniiwd to Dflflociflte with no one i«hcK« irfttimmtt do nui untver* 
iMllly cnlnrlilc wiOi your own. ynu urill by nucl* a rfholiiliun «Kflud« 
^|r<MnelL' irofD :lU 4i>ci«tjr, ibr no tutxi RK-a cab bf ^nd wbik, on all 

yi>tnu, inmhobly Ehiitk uliLv. So «S«p|ihi> m Ovkl idU Fhiuni, ihut 
,-|f h* fill ncit DQitc buiiAcir to nny o"t vho is not u compltlc riMetn- 
iVnncf af hlraidf, li irilt b^ IntfVtuibl? ftir him tn Uirm ntiy itnhti 
t%t all. 

The linrL vrhich I harr qnnird «jv l^u« evpaaded in I'npv'it Pai^ 

pbruc, which. tOMiy (Uc truth. I 4afr]>cct wu nt (hi« aiotnciit more 

in Johnton't r«co1lection ihftn the on^infti: 

■■ If to no chnrnB thou mU thf heart rraif^ 

" But j^uch u rneriC, audi em ri^uiil tiling', 

■' By flotiv, 4l;iK. by noiH', thou rnnu lir novil, 

" huHHi jlonr by Vhmv uii»t U Iv^'d* J. Lk»«ftu.L.] 
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curiotis senilis of descriptmns of iinijittiLi» dcrawk-d upon 
the woJJ with a block Jcad pcaciL 

The subject of gboaU bctag ii^ti^luot-d, Johnson rr- 

pcatrd wtutt lie bad lold me of u ^nvnd of hi&j ^ " an 

^Jlooest ttiuii, uiid It niHti of scDse, baviiij^ AitHTtetl lo 

bim, titat he had seen an apparition, (goldsmith told 

'!», he was assured by his hividivr, the l{evot\-iid Mr. 

'Ck>)d«nitli, Uutt ho abo had seen one. Ceocml 0^h> 

tluiqic told n&, that IVcntk'tpist^ an cihcer in the l>okc 

!<irA1ftrUiorcmfi;h'sanny, had mentionetl Ut many of his 

ifiicnds, tliut Ibe )Jk>uld die <m n parueular day; that 

'tijKiu that day a battle took iiljicv with the Pivneli ; 

tluii ufler It was orcr, and Prcoderyaal wa* still alivcj 

hU firothiT unVitt^ while the}' were yrt in th(> ficM, 

jestinply asked him, whciv was \\h prophecy now. 

I'rt-nJcfga*! gravely an&wcred, ■* 1 bhall die, notwith- 

slandini; what you sec.' Soon oHtTwardf, there came 

■ shot fnwn a French battery, to nhieh the orders for 

actmalinfi of arnia bad not reached, and he was kilh-d 

ufion the i^put, Colond CcciL who took |Ki9se««ioQ uf 

hk efieet«, fotind in his pocket*book the fottowiiig sw- 

letnn entry : 

[Here the date,] " DrCTint— or * Sir 

John Friend, nicest mc : " {here tlie very day on whidi he 
wan kdled was montioned)> Pimder^iut had been con- 
nected with Sir Jnhn Friend, who waa ext^cnted for higli 
trciE^on. fieneral OgJethorpe «iid, he was with Colonel 
Cecil, when Pojie catm: and en<|uired into the truth of 
UiU fttofy, which made a gn^ol ituiwe at tJie tiuie, and 
vttB tlMSi confirmed by the Colom-l. 

"fUr-Caw, S€«p,l67. 

» Hm "■• ft WiMik. "fcich »>' »*y be fiU«il «p xhm% :— '< i^j 

iitU fy nm offf/akhm ;-^the wntrr bring ^t^Mj anc«rUin vvlictbcf 

he w» cuJcoif m aw>kr, >dicn h>^ »*fld wa* iM|ir«u«4 with tlic to- 

Ivy» prfMnliiavni fiih tvtiifk th« Ci«t afterwafilft kapfeaKd wo hdk* 
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Ou Saturday. April 11| he nppcnntcd mc to coine 
to Itini ill Uie evening, when lie fthould 1>e at Imure to 
frivv im* *«m* ii<<wi«t3Ticc for the dcfriice of Hantie, Uwj 
Kclioomastcr of CampbelUown, for whom I was to ap- 
[ieskT in lh€ House of Lordx When [ came, I found 
him imxi'itiiii^ to «xcTt himscif^ 1 prctuwtl him xo write 
down Ills Ihnu^fits upon the suhjcct. He said, ** Tl^ra'* 
uo occfl^iori fur lay iiriliat;. I'll lalk in jruu-" I Ic w4j, 
however, at la^t prevailal oti ti» dictate to ine» wliik 1 
wrote an follows ; 

" The cha^^e 15, that he has used ttniiio<lernle ami 
cruel correction- CorrL'Ction^ in ilsilf i» not cnwl; 
children, bein^ not rcasonaWo> cnn be gOTcrncd otdjr 
by fear. To impr^;^ this fenr, is therefore one of tiie 
firat duties of tho^e who have the care of chttdrcn. It 
is the duty of a parent; and has never 1>een thought 
inaHisiitcitt with |iarental tenderness. It ii tlie duty of 
U m^i^tcr, who is in his highest exaltation when he is 
loco fu^ rent is. Vl-I, as good thiii^ heconie evil liy ex- 
pend correction, liy being immoderate, may hecoitu? 
cruel, il lit when is correction inimoderale ? When it 
i* moi-c fi'cquQnt or more severe than is r«]uin?dtfrf mo- 
netidnm ct docctidumi for refonnatioti &»d iuMrucUon. 
Ko severity u cruel which obstinacy midECs ncccsaary ; 
fi)r the greatest cnicUy would be, to delist, and \rix\<i 
ti>c aelioUir too careless for instruction^ am] too iutu.li 
hardened for rejiroot Locke, io hiv trratiw of lulu- 
Ciitiirn, ni<-ution» a mother, with applause^ whi> whip|K'<l 
an infant eijfht times liefore she had iul>dued it: for 
ha^l Nhe stopped at the seventh act of correction, lier 
daughter, soys he, would hove been nnrted. Tho dc* 
igrees of frf>?stin/icr in youn^ minds, are very diJfcrent: 
&> diffi^nrnt must be the degree* of persevering severity. 
A atuUfom scholar must be corrected till he ia subdued. 
'I'he duripline of n school L* mrJitary. There mu!«t \k* 
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eitlicr niilioiiiijei) licence or absolute authoril;-. The 
neater, ivho [>im]Hh<*8. tiot otiljr romiilu tlip future 
fia|>|iiiie» of lufii who i« the immnHftte siihject of ror- 
n.TttQn, hut hc|>Topftg«tesot»edieiice tiirou^'h the vbolc 
ichool: and o^tablishes regularity by oiuHnpUry justice. 
The victorious oUtinnc/ of a sint^le boy would iniUce 
hi« future cDd^avoiipj of reformation or imtmrtion to- 
tally inefTcctuaL Ob^linacy, thorcforo, must never Ixr 
Tidoricu^- Yet, it 15 well kno^iiit that there Honir- 
Wxncs occurs n suJIcn and hnrdy rc^Tiohitifm, that lAiigh?< 
at all eommon [HiiiUhment, ard bids definm^e In nil 
coTiirttoit (1i.<^n<v-K (»r [MtM. Cf>nv(^i»]i ruiiil Im* propor- 
tionate to ocCTision«, The flt*xihle will be reformed by 
gentle dUcipIine^ and the rcrroctoiy must be suMued 
hy hnn»hcr methods. The degrees of M:hoJai9lick> ae of 
milit&ry puniBhment, no staled rules can ascertain. It 
mufit be enfoffXTfl till it ovcrpoA'rrfl temptation ; till stul^ 
bnrnr>e.vi beeomea flexible, and |«crvrrsenes5 rt^bu-. 
diatom aiKJ I'enMin have, indcfTd, set soinr JKiurid^ to 
scholaatk-k jiefialtifK l^r schonlmat^t^T inflicts no ea* 
pilnl pnnUhnients : nor enforces his edicts hy eitbi>r 
death or mutibiton. Hie dvU Inw haa widely deicr- 
mined, that a master who rtriices at a scholar's eye shall 
be connclered aa criminal. But punhbmenta, however 
KverCt that produce no lasting evil, may be Just and 
reasonal^, liecause ihey may bcncccwary- Such have* 
been the puiiisJitnents tL^d by the re^jioiiilcnl. No 
scholar has guiie fmm him <4tli(T Mind or lame, or with' 
any of his iimhs or powers injui^ed or impaired 'llief-j 
were irreftular, and lie puni«)ted iheni: tliej' were 
»1iiiate, and he eolbrced hi« punishment. Biit however 
provokwl, lie ncrei" exceeded the binitw of modcratlrm, 
for he inlticted nothing beyond present pain : and bovr 
much of that wa« rcquimlt no man is 30 little aMc to 
deCermtm- aa thoM* wlm have drtcrminrd ai^Jniit liini : 
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— th«* ]knrcnta of the oAendcrs.*— It lta9 been g&idt ifaat 
he u«ed unprecect^ntpd And improper insdniincnta of 
convction. Of llii* »ci'ii?iation the nipfliting is not very 
«aA^ to be fouitd. Kt> jnsiniiiiciit of carTectii>ii U inure 
pro|ier tliAti Another, but &fi it U liettcr adapted to pro- 
duc« present pain without lo^in^ n)U<:htcfl Whatever 
w«rc hi^ in^tnjmenU, no laetiD^ mischict' b» ensued: 
and then-furc^ howc\rr uiui»ial« in Imnds so citutiont 
tht*y wiTu proprT--^U hju htrn ohjcctttl, ttmt thenv 
aipondent admits the cfiarge of cruelty by prrxlucin^ uo 
evidence to confute it- Let it be considered, that hit 
scholars arr cither dispersed at Inrf^ in ihc -.rorld, or 
continue to inhal>ii the place in which ihey were bivd. 
Those who are dispersed cannot \n^ found ; thiKfC who 
recnain are the sons of hi^i |iro^<ut<irrft cud arc not likely 
to support a- man to whom their FaLbcri are enemies. If 
it be Hiippoifed that the enmity of tlieir TatlieTs intneft 
the juftness of the chai;^, it must he coasidenxl hnir 
oiYen exjierience &bews u^, that [nen uhu are ari^-v on 
one ground wUJ accuse on anotlu-r; with how Jittle 
kindness in a town of \(\w trade, a man who lire^ bj 
leaminif is regarded; and how implicitly, whciv the in- 
habitants are not very rkli, a rich man is bcmiieDcd to 
and foUowod. In a place hkc CanipbcLltown, it js ca^ 
for one of the principal inhafaitant^ to mnkv a party. U 
isensv far that l^orty to hi^at themselvni nith imo^iuajy 
gnc-viince^. U i» ea^ foi- tlicm to oppress a inaii jioorar 
than them«<4Teft; and natural to asseit the dimity of 
riches, hr perabting in oppreiesioi:. The oi^'uraent: 
which ftttcmpu to prove the impi-oprkty of R^torin^ 
hink to the achool, by oUed^ng tliat lie has lost tJ»e coo^ 
fidciire of the people, h not the subject ofjuridkiil co»* 
aidcmtion; tor he is to sufler, if Ikc must suO'er, not for 
their ju<^:ment, but for tii^ own actions- It may Im 
convenient dw tijcui lo hu^e anutlier iiuul^r; liut it ii 
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Q convenience of their oim making. It woiiM U^ Likv- 
wiAc oonrcnicnt for him to find another school ; but thb 
codvcdkhcc he cannot obtain. — ^Tlic qncdltoii h not 
Vfhtki h no>^ convenient, but what In g^rnvnill/ nght- 
If the pei>|ilc iif Cnmpfir-lhdMrii (x- itrvtrvswd by Ow ro- 
ptorsttiim «>f thf.- rc>i)>oitdrnt, they arp dUtrej^^ only by 
tlieir own fault ; hr tuHnilent |ta#<ionA ami unr^iuiiitiftbLe 
desire* ; by tyranny, which luw hiu (IcfniUxJ, aiul liy 
mnbee, whidi rirtuc has cnrinountcd/* 

" This, Sir. {^aid he,i you arc to turn inyonrminJ, 
and make the bc^t use of it yoit can in your »f)Ci:c:hr 

Of our friend Goldsmith he snU, '' bir^ he is so much 
afmid of bein^ unnoticed, that be otlen talks uKrelj' 
leat you &houlil forget that lie b in the comjiinn)'." Biwt- 
WKi.i.. " y<.% Ik* i^tiuuU forwanl." Joiixkon. '' True^ 
Sir, but if a man is to stand forward, he should wish to 
do it not in nn aukvrard posture, not in rogy, not to n» 
tlifit he ^hali only be csiposcd to ridicule/' Boswr:i,L. 
" For my p«rt, I like very v,c\i to hear honest Gold- 
ainith talk away carclcaaly/' Jou»so». " Why yes. 
Sir; but be should not like to hear himBclf,*' 

On Tuesday, April IK the ilnrn' of \\v* Court of 

in the Schoolmaster's ciiuvr whs nrverwd in the 

laird», after a very eloquent speecJi by IxH-d 

raiufiddt ^rlio «liewed bimsdr an adept in ficJiool die-* 
cipliiKt Init I tbnu^t was too ri(,'orous towanls my 
client. On the cvcnii>^ of the next dqy I Mipped with 
T>r. Jolmson, at the Crown and Anchor tavern, in the 
Strain], in iNuupany with Mr. I^ngtuii ami his brotlirr* 
in-law^ Ijitnl BinutiifT. | re|K-nted 7i w-iitence of l^nl 
Mansfield's speech, of which by the aid of Mr, I^iif^. 

td«t th(" mjlicitor on the other side, who obli^nffly 
[ftllowed nte to compare hi* iio4e with my o^n, I Imvo 

full copy; " MyLordtf, severity is not the way to 
govern either l*oy* or men/" " Nay (said Johnson.) it 
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u tlie way to gav€n^ them. I know not wlmhv*i' it lie 
the wiiy to mend them" 

I talked of tlie rrcent <>xpiihion of six sindcnt* from 
ihc Vniver^lty of Oxiord, who were melhodiits, and 
would not dcsi»t from pubUckJjr praying- ond exhorting, 
Johnson- "Sir, thnt i-\pu)$ion wm extremely Just and 
projjor. What have they to do at an UniversUv, wlio 
•mnr nut willing to he tatigtit, h»l will jirc^Mtinc to t^^nch ? 
Where is religion to Imt loamt, hut at an University ? 
Sir, they were examined, and found to be mighty ij*iio- 
nmt Mlows/* BosWELL. ■* But, was it not hard, Sir^ 
to expel them, for I am told they wei<o good be- 
ings?" JoHNflOK, " 1 believe they mi^t be good 
bcJn^ : but they were not fit to be in the l^nivcnity of 
Oxford. A cow is a very grood animal in the fittld : 
but we turn her «tit nf a gai'ilen" l^ord Klihank utied 
to n^[imt tliiK AN an ilhistration unccmmonly Jiappy. 

Ot-simtw of calling Jnhnson forth tii lalk^ and exorw 
ctso hi$ wit, thoug^h I should myself be the object of it, 
I resolutely ventured to undertake the defence of convU 
viftl indulgence in wine, though he was not to-nig*ht in 
the most fjcnial humour. After nrprg the commou 
pbuHible toptcka, I at last had recourse to the maxinu 
in vino vtritas, a man who i« well warmed with wine 
wtIU[H-Ak Iniili, JiiiiNsox. " Why, Sii\ th:it may l>e 
an argument for drinking, if you suppose men in gi^^ire* 
ml to lie liane. But, Sir, I would not Iceep rompanj 
with a fellow, wholiefias loni; as he h Eober, nnd whom 
you must make drunk before you can ^'et a word of 
tnitli out of bim.^ * 

* Mti. Pio»i, in Htr " Anecdote*." p. 9GI> bjn f^^en an rrr9- 
neoiw mtcount of Ih'n tnriilrnL, m nf trmny rjthcn. She j>rrtcnik io 
niale it ttcm roco1k<tiont m if Ahc hen«ir ha4 been pT»K«ni t wkn 
l1i« ^l h Uint it wn\ cnminiini^raicd tn litr by mv- ^h« has n>pr«- 
■VQltd it Qt ft pcntmality, ood ihc Irue point hM iscApcil her. 
vou II. h 
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Mr. I^LngLiJii tuk) u«i hv was about to cstaMish a 
school upon hii) c»tfite, but it had bwn sugg^ted toliim, 
tbat it might have a tendency to make tlie puopk* less 
iDduiiU'ioiLs, JoHSsON, "No, Sir. While Icarmpg to 
read and write b a distiDCtion, the few who ha^vc tl^at 
distinction may be t)ie less incliocd to work; but when 
€vco' boti^' Icanis to read anil write, it is no longer a 
didtiiictioiu A Lnati who has a laced wiiiBtcoat i^ too 
fine a ntan to wortc ; but ifevttvy body luid bred wabrt- 
coats, we should havo people winking in Ui'i'd wats^ 
coata. There are no pwple whatever inon- uidListi-iuus, 
Qovie who work more, Uian our roaiiuracturers ; yet 
they havr all Icomt to read and nritc> Sir, you mtut 
Dot neglect doiii^ a tiling lEnmeduitcly good, from fear 
of rcinut<'cvil;*^n>m fear of it^ Wiiig abused. A man 
who )uL% ranitlcc tnay *iii iip too ]Me, which he would 
not do if h€ had not candles; but nobody will i.lniy 
that the art of mcdtinj:: candles, by which light i* con- 
tinued to us beyond the time that the >uii give* us tlghl^ 
b a vbIuqMc art, a»d oug^it to. be prewrved/' Bo.s- 
TTRI,L, " Hut, Sir, would it not be better to follow 
Nature ; and go to bed and tiie juat iU uaturc ^vck u« 
light or wUhholda it ?^ JoiiNaos, '* No, Sir ; for then 
we ahouhl have m> kind of u^uahty iu tJic partition of 
owr lime U-lnevii iJecping aud wukiii^- Jt vuuuUl be 
very ditfeivnt in dilfvrciit sieusoiu siid in dinertriit ph».xr^ 
Jn some of the uorthern part^ of Scotland how litde 
light is Ukxc iti the depth of winter' ' 

Wq talked of Tacitus, and I hazarded an opinion, that 
with all hii merit for jienctration, shrcwdncw of judge- 
ment, and tcrscnus uf CAjmrKioii, he wa3 too coinp^ict, 
too mueh t>it>keD into hints, as it were, and therefore 
too difficult to 1>e uuderatoud- To my great uitbfAclioii 
Dr, Johnson aanctiofied tJiis ojnnion. " Tacitus^ Sir> 



att*t.6S.] 



Da. JOHNSON 



ipra 



seems to mc rather to have miulc nates for an bifttoncai 
work, than to have whttcn a history," ' 

At tJiis iimr it appeal^ f"n>m his " Prayers ami MccH- 
tiitions,'' that he hud Inrn ruorr than crxnmcmly flili^mt 
tm religious duties, portictilnrly in n-frding the ho4y 
scnpturev. It was Pasnon \Vet?k. that solemn season 
which the Christian woTid lias appropriAled to the eom- 
■xnemoration of the mysteries of our rcdeDj|)lion, and 
during which, whntercr cmlicrs of rclij^^on itn: in our 
breasts, will be kindled into pious warmth. 

I paid him »Jiort visits both on Friday and Saturday, 
and ^mii^ his hi r^ foliiv Grt^k Tr^^Uitiunit hrlore him, 
ibebeUl him with a reverential awr, and would not la* 
•Irude u|>on his time. While he was thus empkiycd to 
such ^'OihJ |)urpo«e, and while hi.t friends in their inlcr- 
oounbc with htm constantly found u vi^rous intellect 
and n lircly ima^natjon, it is melancholy to read in hh 
private re^rister, " -My mind is unsettled and my me- 
mory confused. I have of bte turned my Llioughts 
with a very uvelms eanievtnrss upon past incidenta. I 
have yet gfA, do conkmand over my thoughts : iin tm> 
jrieanng incident is almost certain to hindor my ivfi." ^ 
What philosophick hcn^ism was it in him to appear with 
■ucb manly fortitude to the world, while he was in- 
wardly so diitrewed ! We may surely U'lie\c that llie 
.aystoious principle of bcioff ■' mndc perfect thnnigh 
sufierin^" was to he strongly exemplified in lum. 

On Suiifiay, Ajiril If), lK*!n^ iMistLT-day, Geneml 
Piioli and I paid him a vimI heforr dinner. We lulked 
of tlic Jiotjon that blind persona am distinguish colours 
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bythetoucb. Johnson ^dd, tlmt Prore^sior Sander^n 
mentions his liftvin^ uttcnipu*d to do it, but Uiat lie 
found h« WI14 oimtng at an impossibility; that lobe 
£ure a dJtlcrcncc in the surTucc intikc^ the diflcrcncc of 
niloui** : but tlmt dilTcrcnoe is no fine, that it is not 

jHc-nKihlt^ tu tb« toudi, TJie fit-ncnjl iitmiliimrd ju^^len 
and fraudulent gamesters, nbo could know cards bj 
th« touch. I>]'. Johnson ^aid, " the cards used by such 
|>cn(0ii4 minrt l>e less polUJied than our« commonly are/' 
Wc talked of sounds. The General said, there wiw 
DO b^uuty ill a simple sound, but only in an harmonious 
composition of sounds. 1 presume to dilfcr from Mi 
opinion, end mentioned the soft and sweet sound of a 

, fine woman s voice. Johnson. '* No, Sir, ifaseqieirt 
or a tofld uit^rcil it, yoii would think it ugly." Boft- 

kW£Ll» *< Ho you would thinks Sir, were a beautiful 
lune to l>e tittered by one of thoM; animals," Johk- 
BON, *' No, Sir. it would be admired. We have seen fine 
fiddlers whom wc liked as little as loads."* (laughing.) 

Talking on the subject of taste in the arts, he said. 
Ihat di^eicnce of taste wm, in Irntb, dincrenre of.-^kill. 
BuiWKLL. " Bui, Sir, is tberi' not ii qiialiiy called 

■taster vbich consists merely m perct^tion or in liking; ? 
foi' instance, we find |>eo|>]e diftV-r much a* to what Es 

4iic bc*t style of English composition. Some think 

.Swill's the bc4t: others ]>refera fuller and grander way 
cF writing." Johnson, " Sir, you must first drfinc 

«wbat you mean by style, before yiiw i-ati judgt- wh« has 
gjood ta.*ite in stylh, arul who hi^s n bad, Tlie two 
I of ptTflinn whom you hare mcntiomHlf dtm't 
differ OS to good and bad. 'Hiey both agree ilint Swift 
lio* a good neat style ; but one loves a neat si}k\ an- 
tilher iorc9 a style of more T^plendour In like manner^ one 
loves a plain cotfit, anotlicr loves a taccd coat i but neither 
will deny that cikch is good in iXs kind." 
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Whfle I remftinec! In T^ondon Uiit «pi'in(;, I wfis with 
liiiT) at scvcTftl other times, both by himself ind in 
company, I dined with him one day at tlio Crown and 
Anchor tavern, ip the Strnnd^ with LorJ l^lihank^ Mr. 
Langton, and Dr. Vnnsittart cf Oxford. Without sptf- 
cifying each particular day, I have [ire**'rved the ffjllow- 
ing nieLnm-ahle things. 

I regretted the rrflectfon iti his preface to Shabspcare 
against Garrick, to whom we cannot but apply the fol- 
lowing poftf^gc : '' I collated 5uch copies lu I could 
procure, find wished for more, but have not found the 
collectors of tJie:4c rarities vcr>' communicative," I told 
him, that Currick had complained to me of it, aud had 
vindirated himsplf by assuring me, tliat Johi»*ion was 
m&de welcnuLc to the full Uiv of lii§ c^tilWtion, and Lbat' 
he left the key uf it with a servant, with ord(?rs to have ' 
a fire and every canvenieuee for htm. [ found John- 
son'^ notion was, tbat Oairlek wanted to Ijc courtfd fnr 
thern, and tlint, on the contrary, Carrick should have 
courted him, and sent him the playe of his own aceoid. 
Btttr indeed, con^dcrin^ the slovenly and carelcis man- 
ner in which books were treated by Johnson, it could 
not l»c expected that scarce and valuable editions should 
lavi^ Ijtnii h^nt In liim, 

A ^r(-iitlemnn having to iiome of the Tistiol argu- 
ments for drinking; iHlded IhU: "You know, Sh\ dnuk- 
in|* drives away care, and makes us for^t whatever is 
di&agreeahle. Would not you atlisw a man lo drink for 
that reason?" JonxsoK, « Yc*, Sir, if he sal next 

I ex|irerard a liking for Mr. Fmncia Osborne's work*, 
and asked him whnt he thought of that writer, lie 
answered. " A conceited fellow. Wrrr a tmin to write 
so now, the hoy* would throw stones at him-" He, 
however, did not alter my opiniot> of a favourite au- 
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thouT, to whom I was th^at directed by hu being quoted 
ifti " The S|iectaLor," nmi in whom I liarr found 
much stircwd ^ind tivrljr m^ivsc, expn.'s«ed indeed w a 
»tvlc >oi»4fn'hat quninl, whtdi, luitvever^ 1 do not dis- 
like. Hb l)ook liiu an air of orif^imUty. We figure to 
ourselrc}; ah andent ^tiUetnau tolkipfi; to us, 

^Mien one of his friends cntU^nvourcd to maintain that 
n country ^utk-mcn might contrive to pass his iji'c very 
agTccably. *^ Sir, (said l^e,) you cannot ^ive me au in- 
>tAnce nf any roan who in |H*nnittt<I io Jny cmt hl^ own 
tinM>> contriving ni>t to hnvc- tc-diwax hours.*' This ol>- 
serration, however, is equally af^icahle (ogentlcmea 
who liv« in cities, anJ -ire of no profc*ft&ion* 

He Maid, " llicrc ik no peitnancnt national character ; 
it varies according to drcuni5tancc». Alexander tlie 
Gre«t atrept India : now tlit Torka svrcvp GrccCG.** 

A Icnmcd gentleman, who lA the course of aMn'c*na-. 
tkm WLiJjt'd la infiinn wt uf ihi.-c siiupli^ fiurtt Omt the 
Counsel upon the L-irPuil at Shn'ivahury wtTv much 
bitten by fleas, took, ! supjio^, a&ven or eigitt minutes 
in rvlatini; it cin'unvslantisUy. Ifc in a pbnitude of 
plumose told uSf that lor^e b^c« of woollen cloth were 
lodged in the town-tudi; — that by reaaoai of Lhi^, ticaar 
nestled there in gvrodigious numhcnt; that the lodgings^ 
of the counsel were iicar iIk tou-n-hall ;— and t^iat those 
little iitiinial-^ n)ored froni phuc to ^ilacr with wonderful 
^ility. JohikWHi sat in f^imit im|)atience till the gea* 
tieman had finished his tedious narmtive, a»d then bursd 
out (pkrfuliy liowover,) "It ()>apity, Sir, that you ha^'O 
not E4een a Uoni for a Aea has taken you such a time, 
that n lion must have ^errCMl you a twelrcnionth." ' 

He would not allow Scotland to denve aoy credit 

' Mn-Pioxxi, In B-hnm I IdU th» aurcdolr, lion reldited It, u il 
th« g«fiUemAa bud fWcn " (be amivrni ht*torig of Ihc mnut/^ Ancc* 
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IrQOi Lord MaosAcId : for he wcu educated in I^ngUnJ^ 
" Afucb (said he ) may Le madt of a Scotchman, if h* 
bo caught youii^." 

Talktnf^ of a modern liUtorian mui n itXKhtni inorolr^ 
igt, he said, *' There n mom thought in the maroUsb 
than in the historian. Tliere is but n shalloiv etream 
of thought in history.' BorwelL- " But surcJy, Sir, 
an hiftlorian has rcflcctiLin." Jupin'son. " Why yes^ 
Sir ; and m hm » cat when ^lo catdies » mou^^e fur hen 
kitten. Rut she cannot write like ••••*•• ; neither 
can ••••«•"•" 

He said, " I am very irawlUtnf^ to rend the maiia* 
scripts of nuthoiv, and ^v« them my opinion. If the 
authors who apply to me have money^ I bid tJtem. 
boldly print mthout a name ; if they have writtt-n ia 
order to get money. 1 tcU them to gn to the book»Uers 
find make t)ie b«st hai^ain Ihey cair" Boswell* 
'^ Bui, Sir, if a bookseller should bring you a manu* 
scrip! lo look at" Johnson, " Why, Sir, I would 
dosiiv thi* hook^ieUer lo liike it away." 

I menlioiied a friend of mine \t-ho had resided lonfi; in 
Spaing and wad unn'iiling to return to Britain. JoilK* 
eoN- " Sir, he is attached to some woman." BosWELL- 
'* I rather believe* ^r, it is the fine climate which keeps 
liim Ihetv." JoHSsoN. " Xiiy, Sir. how cuti you talk 
so? What i^ climate to happiness? Place me in the 
heart uf Asia, &tu>tihl I not )>e exiled ? Whut p]'o|)ortion 
doet climate hear tu the complex system of liuman life 2 
You may advit^ me to ^ to Uv^e at Bolc^a to eai sau- 
tag««. The (auss^i^ theix: Arc the be»t iu the world ; 
they lose much by bcin^ carried/' 

On Saturday, 3!ay 9. iMr. Dt^mpMer and I had agreed 
to dine by ourselves at the BtiliAli ('otTcc-houie* 
Johnson, on whom I hapjkened lo citU in Ihe morning, 
said) he would join ui, wldch he did, and we spent a 
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vrrj ftgtrcable cIhjt, though I t^coUc-ct liut little of what 



He saul, " Wiilpolo wiw n minUtcr ^ven by the K in^ 
to the pcopl<! ; l^tt was a minister given by the people 
to the King, — as an adjunct." 

"The misfortune of Golclsmitb in eonver»ation is 
iHi* : lu: goes on without knii\^!ri^ Iiow he tn to ^t off. 
His genius is great, but hi* knowledge i* ainalL A« 
they say of a ^a^nerout itwin, it it n pilr lie St not 
ricli, w'c n)ay say of Cold^iiiitl}, it W a pity he is 
not knomng. He would not k^p hie knowleda;e to 
himself." 

Before learing London this year. I consulted him 
upoit a <|ue*tion purely oi" Scotch law. It was held of 
old, aud conlitfui-il liir a \on^ iH-nmi, to be nu e^^talili^hed 
prinriple in that law, tlmt whoever ink-mu^tdled with 
the effects of a person deceased, ivilhoiit the ititerpo^ 
cition of le^l uuthoniy ir^^u^n) af^sinst embesexletnent/ 
shoiihl \k «til>jrctr(l t(i pay till tlio dchtsof tbedeeoufd, 
iS having been ^lilty of wiiat was technically t »Uc<d 
vicitmi intromission. The Couit of Sefi«ion had era- 
duMIy re1a:ccd llic strielncss of this pHneipIc, where tJic 
bilerfcretice proved hml beeii ineotkNclerable' In a 
cuBc ■ which came before that Court the preeeding 
vinler, I bad lal>oure<t to persuadtr the Judge lo rt-tum 
to the nncienl law. - It was my own sincere opinion, 

tat they ought to adhere to il ; but I had exhaufited all 
fny )K>we]9 of reasoning in vain. Johni^oii thought ax 
1 did ; and in order to assist tnc in my fipplic&tion lo the 
Court for a revision and altcralion of iht^ jinigenKnl»he 
dictated lo nie the following nrgiinieni : 

This, we are told, is a taw which has \i» force only 

im the loi»g practice of the Court : and may, there* 
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fore, be luapcndol or modified fts the Court »UalL think 

" ConcerniiTg the power of the Court to cnnko or to 
siii|H.'i]d » law, wc U;\vc no ititentinn ta eiiiguire. It is 
sufficient for our purpo^ that every jusl law h dictated 
by reason ; and that the practice of every lejjal Court 
h r^fjulnlcd by c<|uity. It ii* the i^ufllity *)f reELion to 
be iovfliiablc and conataiit ; and ofccpiity, to give to 
one man vrliat, in tlie sanie ciuCp 13 given to another, 
Thr iiilvftnl^^ which hnmanitT derlvf^H from biuv is tins; 
that the law gives every mnn n ndr of action, and pre- 
scribes a mode of conduct which shall entitle him to 
the ^support and protection of society- That the taw 
may bca ruleofDclion, it is noccssnry that it he known; 
it \^ nccvv^nry that it be pcnnant^it and nlablL. llic 
law is the measure of civil right : but if the measure be 
chan^'ablc, the extent of the thing ntca*tutcd never can 
be ACttteit. 

" Til {)er[nit u lavr to Ix* inodifteci at dtHcretiun^ i* to 
leave the community without law^. It is to withdraw 
the direction of that put)liek vHidom, by whieh tht- <!e- 
^encicH of private understanding ore to he Mipplied. 
It is to sufler t)ie ra^h and ignorant to act at discretion, 
and then to dqicnd for the legaKty cif that action on the 
ACTitvnre nf the Jud^c. lie that is thus govcriierU lives 
not by law, hut by opinion : not by a certain rule to 
which hv ran apply hU intention l)efore he acts but by 
an uncertciin and variable opinion, which he can never 
know but after he haA commitUxt the act on which that 
opinion Hhali be passed, ilc bvcs by n law, (if a law it 
be,) which he can never know before he hjis oflcndcd tL 
To tMs caa<e may be juslly applied that iin|>ortant priii- 
ci|tlr, mistra est scrcUus ubijus rU aut mcogitituru aui 
vagum. If Intromission tie not cnmiual till it exceeds 
a certain pt>int, and tJiat [loint be unsettled, aad con- 
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^ucntlj- different tp diifej^nt imntJs, the ri^t of la-, 
tromisnoti, and the right af the Creditor nridinjf front 
it> are MJura va^a* and, t>y coitsoquoncc. arc juru 
mcognita ; and thi- rc3ulL can be no otiiei- than n miscra 
scrviiiu, an uncertaintjr conceniiiig t)>i; uv«tit of action, 
a^ MfTvJle dejiriult^ru'e on |inriilt- o|iinion. 

" It iPB)' he uT^df and with ^freat plausibility » that 
there may he Intromi^ion without fraud ; whicb, how- 
ever irue, wi]l by i>o nH-ansjustilj- an occasional and ar* 
Utiarj rcUxaticn of the law* The end of law is jfro* 
taction A5 vrd\ 09 vengeance. lt>d<xHlr vengeance ia 
never used hut to strengthen protection. That society 
only is well govenwil, where li& is freed tkom danger, 
nnd from Anvpidon ; where |>o«:fef«Jori I* u> shelU'retl hy 
snLtitary prohibitions, that violation h prevented mora 
A^nently than puui^hcd. Such a prohibition w^ thig^ 
while it operated with its original Ibrce- The creditor 
of the dc€Cfi,sed wa^ not only without lod.H, hut witltout 
fenn He was not to sct^k » n-inedy foraa Jqjury wflrr- 
cd ; for tt^ury wa^ warded off. 

'' As the law has been sometimes administered, it 
lays m o))en to wounds, because it is imagined to hare 
the power of hv^liog. To puni«Ji fraud when it i% de- 
tected is th« proper art of riodictive Justice; hut ta 
prev^^t frauds, and moke punishment imnccesfiary, la 
the great employment of legi^bitive wisdom. To pci> 
mit Intromission, and to pumUi fraud, ii to make law 
no better than a pitfall. To trrwl upon tin: brink in 
9& : but to oome a step ftirther ii destruction. Hutv 
Kirely, it k better to cnclme the ^ulph, and binder ati 
aoce», than by encouraging us to adwuace a Ultle, to 
entire u* afterwords n Uule furUiex, and let tin pereeiv* 
our Jolty only by our destruction. 

'• As Uiw mppln-i Uh^ W(«k with adventitious stretigtb» 
it likewiKo enlightens the i^rutmuit with extrinsick un* 
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d«r8tandiii|r> l^w teaches ii8 to koovr wlieu we oono^ 
mit injury- and when ive suffer it. It fixcit crrtua 
marks upon Hctions li/ wliirh ^i- nrv lulinonUlitril to(lo> 
or to ioi'beai' tKcni. Qui sidi hrnr icmpcrai in iiciti^ 
sajTft one of the fathers* ntijujuofn cadet in iiiicita. He 
who iiL'vcT iiiCromits ut atl> will never Jatrotnit with, 
rraiidulent inteittioiiB. 

" The rcla^ctiUon of the hiw against vklouit Intromit 
sion has been \Yr3r favourably rcprcscnU^d by a great 
inoAlcr or jiiHsprudciicci'' whose words haw been cxhi* 
tjt«^l wiLli Ltniju^'xHary pamp, and M^m tu li** it>ii%i4li-ird 
JU irnv^tMibty dmwvr. Tht? gn'Ut mmnt-til iifhisaulho* 
rity makes it necessary to c-xamine his poaitioo, * 8oine- 
ages a^, (wjshe,) liefotx^ the ferocity of the jiihahU 
tanU of thi« port of the UJand wus subdued, the utmoatp 
seventy of the civil law was ncceisfary, to redtroin iodu< 
%-iduals Irom plundering each other. 'I'hud, Uic man who* 
iDtermcddlcd inx^lorJy with the moveables of a person 
dnvaM'd, was subjected to M the debts of the deeeu- 
Hed without liinitaUon. This makes a brandi of 
the Uw ot Seothmd, known hy thf^ name of vicious 
intromission; and so rii^idly was this reguhition. 
applied in our Courts of Law, that the most trifiitig- 
moveable abstracted melAjiik, subjected the intermed- 
dier to the foregoing con»iM]uetioe5> which proved io. 
many instances a most timorous punishment. But thia^ 
sertrnty was nece?(»aiy, in order to subdue the undisci*H 
pliued nature of our [»pojiUv ft itexiremely ri'ninrluible, 
that in proportion to our improvement in manners, tbia, 
m^ilfltion has tiein ^nadually softened and applied b/ 
our sovereign Court with a sparing hand/ 

** I find mysdf un<irr a ncerssity of observing, that 
thu learned and judiejous writer has not accurately 
dislin^ntsbed the ilefiiaencieA and demands of the dif- 
ferent oondittims of humnti life, which, frum » dc^grocof 
«Lo«4KJy>f«.tAbi«"Hi>tcirinl I^irlVuU.'* 
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savagfncfis and indqiendence^ in which all laws are xaut, 
pttsses or may {>au, lij Innumcrahle }pradatioi)4, (o « 
state of reciprocal bonij^ily, in u'bicli bw« stinU be- iio< 
longer neceiHar)-. Men are firal wild and unsociaV 
living each man to himself, taking from tlieweok, nnd 
losing to the strong. In their first coalitions of sodcty; 
much of this on^^inal 9avagen€«<i ia retained. Of g^ 
neral h»|>]iii>evi, the |irt)duct of ^neral ronndrnct*, 
titcrc! is /et no tlioiij^lit. Men continue* to [ironHnite 
tbdr own advantages Uy the rrnrc^t way; and 
tho utmost »^*vcl'lty of the civil Jaw U necessary to re- 
strain individual from pUindeniig each other. The 
r<^«traintA then necessary, arc restraints from plunder, 
irom ad^ ol'pidiUrk violence, and undiH^i»cd oppi^s* 
aion. The ferocity of our ancestors as of lUI oUnx nn- 
Uons prrxlut^eil not fmnd, Iiut rnpinc. They had not 
yet le«nied to c^lieatT aitd alleinjited oidy to mh, Aa 
manners ^row mon* polished, with thtt kimuU-il^ of 
good, men attain likewise dexterity in evil. <)j>pn nu 
l^ne becomes kss fi-ecpient, and violence give* way in 
cunning. 'lliose wlio l>efore invadeil pastures and 
stormt^d l)ou»CHf now bej^in to enrich them^Ux^ by \m- 
cqual contracts and finuduleut inlromiraions. It is not 
against the violcace of ferocity, but the circumventions 
of <leeeit, that tliiH law k a.H framed ; and 1 am afnud the 
increaw of eomnierre, and the incessant struggle for 
ricl»e$ wliich commerce excites, give u« no (kroMpeel of 
an end Kpeedily to be exiKTtod of Jirtificc and fraud. 
It therefore «ceras to be no very conclusire reasonirg, 
Whi<:h connecL* those two pro]>oc»ition4 :— ' the nation is 
become less fcrodous, and therefore the hiws againit 
fraud aitd covin »1iall be retaHcd.' 

" Whatever renMrn may have influenced the Judges 
to a nOaxation of the law, it was nxoi tliKt Uie nnlion 
WRH grown less fterce; and, 1 urn afmid, it cjinnot be 
affirmed, that it k grown le#» fraudulent. 
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" ^nce this law has been represented as ngoroit^y 
and anrcAsoniiblv pcnnl, it ftecms not im^iropcr to consi- 
der what arc the conditions and quditict that make the 
justice (?r jiropriely o1' ft penal lav. 

" To ni«k<' a peiml hiu- rt'*iH>mil»Ii' nnd just, two con- 
ditions are necessary, and two proper. It is ziecessnry 
thuc the Lam^ vliould be a(lc<|iiate to it« end; that, if it 
be observed, it shall prevent the evil against which it 
i$ directed. It is, aecondly, necessary that the end of 
the law bc' of such importance, 05 to deserve the aei^u- 
rity ofa [Hvnal sanction. The other conditions of a iie- 
iiul law> which, though not jdiMiluU-ly nc«*Mnry, arr io a 
very hi^ degree fit, are, that to the moral vir>1ation of 
the law there are many teTupiation:!;, and that of the 
physical obscnnncc there is ipcnt facility, 

" j\ll these conditions apparently concur to justify 
the law which we arc now considering. Itnendtsthe 
security of property; and property very often of i^pral 
value- The method by which it eflect?i the security 
is efficaciouMt l>ecau*<e it admits, in Its oriffinal ri- 
^uff no gradations of injury : but keeps Rtiilt and in- 
nocence apart, by a distinct and dehnitc limitation. 
He that intromits, is ciiminn) ; he that intromits not, ts 
innocent. (W' the two sccOTidary consideration; it 
cannot be denied tliat bolh are in our favtjur. The 
temptation to intromit in frequent and strong: 
•0 strong' and so fiecjucnlt as to re(]uire the utmost 
activity of justice^ and vigilance of caution, to with- 
stand its prevalence ; and the met^iod by which a man 
may entitle himself to legal intromission, is ijo open und 
to facile, that to neglect it is a proof of fraudulent 
intention: for why should o man omit to do (but foi' rea- 
sons which he will tii^t ri>nfe«,) that which he can do 
so easily, and lliat which he knowH to be refjinrHl hy 
tlie law? If temptation wervrinrs « penal Inw might lie 
deemed unneccs&ory. If the duly eaj<^ncd by the law 
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WCTV of difficult performance, omi^ion, thwj]^ it could 
not be juaUISct], miglit be pitied But in the prcMcnt 
oiKe» iM^iihcr cqiiitv xtor com|nsstoD operate n^uiAt it* 
A iiM-fiil, jt neccjiH!ii-y law b broken, not only without 
n FfiiviMiJiblr itintivcf, but wtlb all tht* imltiLx^airnt-s to 
olwtlii'iKv that can be derived from safety and facility. 
*' J therefai^e return to my original |M3isilian, Uint a 
law, to hare it« effects, tnuitt lie pt-riiuuicnt and stable. 
]t may be said in tbe lai»^ia^e of ilm schools, Z^lt pmh 
iTe^iptt nwjiis €t mirtu^, — wc may have a law. or we 
.may liarc no law, but we cannot have half a law. We 
must cither have a rule of action, or be pcrmittul to 
act by discretion and by chfince, I>eviations from ibe 
law muHt l>e uiiifonnly fiuiiisbed, or no man can be oer- 
tmii wIk'd ho shali l»c safe. 

^ Tbat irom the ri^ur of the original institution 
this Couit \\i\9 «ooiGUine« dq^rted, cannot be dcniocL 
Bull adit J3 evident that such dcTiations, as they make 
law uncertain, make life un&aic. 1 ho]>e, that of def)art« 
ing irom it there will now be an end : tbat tlie wisdom 
of i«ir ancestors will Ik* tivatitl witli due revca-ncr ; 
and that oHtxi^trnt and <iU-iuly dctzi^-itATs will lumisb the 
people with a rule of action, and leave fraud and fVau- 
dulent intraint^ons no future hope of impunity or ck- 
ca|H^" 

With such comprehension ofmind, and audi 
of grenctration, did he thu3 treat a subject alto;;<e:lher 
new to him, without any other preparation than my 
liavin^ slatc-d tcj him the ar^uiuenta which had Us^i vaed 
on each Hide of tlu* t|uchtiiiti- HiH ititrlli-LHual |iuvren 
appealed with peculiar lustre, when tried o^aimit tlwae 
of a writer of xueti f;inve n^ Lord Katncs. and lliat too 
in hU Lordship's own de|KHlfnent. 

Tbia masterly ar^ment. alVr Ijcing prcfaixd and 
concluded wiih aome aentWMW of my own. and gut* 
nuhcd with UieuAual fortntikries^ was actually printed 
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ondLiid before Uic Lords ofScsaion, but without sue* 
'GBBB. Afy n:spccii.-il rrJend LonI HnileH, howrver, one 
of tltut lioiiouralfic lioJy, hail critical Mi^icity tmou^i 
to di«iMVi-r » nitnfi ihaii ordinaTV hand in the PitUim* 
I told him Dr Johnson had favouretl mc with his pen. 
iHh LoL-d^Lip, with w'ontlcrTuI ocujntn^ pointed out ex- 
jflctiy where his compodtion he^n, and where it ended. 
But thfit 1 may do ini|mr1mL jualicc, and contorm to 
ib« >;rettt rule of Courts Saum cm^uc tribuUo^ I muAl 
add, that their Lordships in genera], iliough ihry were 
lAt=H^vi\ Idcidi thts"a well-diswti fiujM'i'/^ preferred the 
Librracr rery itifcriQur ]K'titinn, whirh f hadwnlten; 
thu& confinning the truth of an ob^rvation made to me 
by OHO of their number, in a merry mood : " My dear 
Sir. giro youT^cU no (nvuliJi' in the eompo»ittoii of the 
papers you prevent to us ; for. indeed, it in cAAting pearb 
before awtneT 

I rencmcd my aoUcilations that Dr. Johnsmi wouhl 
thiMjear iMXO[n^illi.h )ua long- in tended vi:iit toSootlaod. 



'' TO JAMES &MVr.M. KRQ' 
" DEAR SIB, 

" The rei^t has not been little with whieh 1 have 
mifscd a journey BO pTi:*gimnt with pleading expecta- 
tion*, a?» that in whkh I could promise myself not only 
the gretilicalioii of curiosity, both rational and fannfub 
htit the delight of seeing tho#c whom I lovi^aiid t-«tcem. 
««•*««••• liyL ^ncU lra?i lipmi the course of 
Ihiuji^, that I could not eomr" and sueh has he^n, I am 
afraid, the stole of my liody, that it would not well 
have seconded my incUnalion. My body, I think* 
grow* tjetter, and I lefcr my hnjw* to another year; 
for 1 am wry nitcere in my design to pay the visiit, and 
take the ramble. In the in^^aii time, do not omit any 
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oppcirtunity (rf keeping up a favoumlilc opiniSn of mc 
in Che minds of any of my frienck, BcaUie's book K I 
believe, c\T.Ty d«y more liked ; at leajt, I like it moiY, 
OS J look more upon it. 

" I am glttd if you got credit by your num-» and am 
yet ofoinnion^ that our cause wa^ good, and that the 
determination ought to have Ih^ii in yourfavour. Poor 
HaHlie, I think, had huL }iij< de«crt«. 

" Vou prcimiscd to get me a little Pindar, you may 
add to it a little Anacreon. 

" Tlic leisure wliich I cannot enjoy, it will be a pl«i- 
suie to hear that you employ upon the antiquities of 
the frudnl c^lablishmenL The whole system of ancient 
tenures is gradunlly pa!S9]n^ away; mid T wish to liare 
tlie knowledge ot it preserved ade(|uale and <.X}mpUTt4?, 
For such an inxtit^ition make^ tt very important part of 
the history of mankind- Do not forj*ec a deuga 
so worUty of a scholar who studies the law of his 
country, and of a gcDttcmnn wlio may naturally be 
cuiioua to know the condition of hb own ancestors. 
"I am, dear Sir. 

'* Yours with great aflectioiii 
Aiigu>i 15U 772. " Sam, Johssok." 

«T0 DR- JOHSSON* 
" MV DEAH SIB, " EdMihuf^li. D«, 25, l77«. 



*' I wAfi much disappointed that you did not come to 

Llaiid last autumn. lIoirevcr> I must own that 

your letter prcvnits mc from complaining ; not only bo- 

cauite I am sensible tliat the ^lat4.' of ) our health vraa 

but too good an excuse, btit because you write in a 

in which shew* that you hav<^ agreeable view* of 

^ttc w:l«rmc wluch we have so long propoiicd. 



I communicated to Bcattk what you said of his 
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book in your last letter to me. He writ^ to mc thus : 
* You judge vcTY rightly in supposing thnt Dr. John- 
$trn's ^unntnltir opiruon iif my \}ttak iniiHl gii^ mc 
grrrtt ildi;5Kl. ItKkvtl il u impos^iMc for mv Ui %tif 
bow mu4!h I am gratified bv it: for there is Dot a man 
upon ^nnU who«e £^od o{)inion I would be more anw 
bitioua to cniUtrate. HU taknts and his vtrtuc« I rtv^ 
renoc more ihan any words can cxjirc,'**. The cxtraor* 
dinary civilities <tlic pnteinal nttentiotis 1 «ho<jld rather 
any,) aird Ihe many mAtriictii>n<4 I hav»? hml the honour 
tci n'crt'ivr frrtrii IiImi, will tfi riic 1x' M pi*r|K<(.iJal siiui'ce of 
pleasure in the recoUcction, 

' 1 had still some thougiit^, while ihe summer la«t«<1* 
of being obliged to go to London on some Lltk- Uiainea^ ; 
otheriVitc 1 9l)ould certainly hnve troubled him vrith a 
letter several months ago, and given some vent to my 
gratitude ;cUid aduiirutinn. Thui I iTiteiid ti> do, a«< Mxm 
a!i 1 IIR1 U'fi A little Ri leisure. Menu time, if you luive 
oecasion to write to him, I beg you will offer him my 
niofit rc^jjecLful eomplimente, and itfrMin* him of tl>e un- 
cerity ot my attachment and ibc woi-mtJi of my gratt- 
Uidc' •♦•••• 

*• I am. &*. 

" In 177^, hit only pfdtlientioTi m'a« an cditfon of his 
fblio Dieltonary, with additions and correction*; nor 
did he, f>o ^ as is knnuir, furnish any productions of 
hi* fertile pen to any of his numerous friends or depen* 
dants, exoe|iit the Prelace*^ fo his old amunuensis 

■ H**. however, wmU, or juirtly wrote, tn Kpittilli on Mni^ Dtll, mfc 
ofhift friend John BclitKiq. brother of the lUt, Dr. B^ll. ProUnd*fy 
4if Wn(fntntl«r, which u printed in hit Worlv. It b In IvnglUh proHFi 
ttnd hm fto little of hia nai^ner. ihnt Idid not bttlere he had mxy 
band m it, U!l I *n» miitficd of Ihcfnci by Ihf mtlhorily of Mr. B*ll- 
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Mad^eaD's " Dictionary of ancient Geography.*' His 
Shakspeare, indeed, which had been received with high 
approbation by the publick^ and gone through several 
editions, was this year re-published by George Stee- 
vensj £sq. a gentleman not only deeply skilled in an 
cient learning, and of very extensive reading in English 
literature, especially the early writers, but at the same 
time of acute discernment and elegant taste. It is al- 
most unnecessary to say, that by his great and valuable 
additions to Dr. Johnson's work, hejustly obtained tx>n- 
nderable reputation ; 

*' JDivituta imperium cum Jove CtBsar habei*^ 

« TO JAMES BOSWEI,!., ESQ. 

•' DEAR SIR, 
*' I HATE read your kind letter much more than 
the Elegant Kndar which it accompanied. I am al- 
Vays glad to find myself not forgotten ; and to be for- 
gotten by you would give me great uneasiness. My 
northern friends have never been unkind to me ; I have 
frQtn you, dear Sir, testimonies of affection, which I have 
noi'often been abletoexcite;andDr.Beattierates the tes- 
timony which I was desirous of paying to his merit, much 
bigherthan Ishould have thought it reasonable to expect- 

** I have heard of your masquerade.^ What says your 
synod to such innovations? 1 am not studiously scru- 
pulous, nor do 1 think a masquerade either evilin itself, 
or very likely to be the occasion of evil ; yet as the 
worid thinks it a very licentious relaxation of manners, 
I would not have been one of the Jirst masquers, in a 
country where no masquerade had ever been before.'^ 

'*A new edition of my great Dictionary is printed, 
from a copy which I was persuaded to revise ; but 

■ Given by a Indy at Edinburgh. 

' Hure had been mftsquerades in Scotland ; but not for o very long 
time. 
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having' made no preparation, I wa^ a1>U> to do vety little* 
Some supcrftuLticj» I havo cxpuogcd, and some Hiults I 
liavc ttirrected^ and hcixr and there liavc Bcntt<:tcd a re* 
miirk ; but iht- innin falirick of tlic work remains as it 
was- I have looked vvry littli? inUi it siik* I wrote it, 
and, [ think, I found it full as often iK^ttcr, as ivorse, 
than I vx[iti^ted. 

*' Hni-€tti and Davk-s have had a furiotis qoam^; a 
quarrc'l, I think, irrccondlcablc. Dr. (Told^mith has 
n new comedy, which is expected m the spring. No 
name i* vet giveu iL The chief diversion arws fniiii 
u ntnili<^-in Uy whieh ii liivi-r is iiinde Iti nit^taKe his 
fotnri? fat herein -law's liousc for an inn. This, you see, 
bordor> upon farce. The dialogic i* quick and p;a}\ 
and the inddeiiu iiro )m> pr«|)ared as not to sceta impro- 
bahle* 

" I am Horry that you lost your eause of introini»ion» 
because I yet think the ar^ments on your side unan- 
s^erahle* But you seem, I thifikt to say llmt you 
^itEU'd reputation even by your defeat : and reputation 
you will daily ^in, tf you keep Lord Auchiiileck's pre- 
eept in your mind, and endeavour to eonaoJtdate in your 
mind n drm and rei^ular fty»tem of law, instead of pick- 
ing up occasional frag^mcnts. 

" My h<-rdth HC-em^ in general to imiinne; htd Thavtr 
been troulilLd f<)r inmiy neekri witli vexations eataiTh, 
whieh is sometimes sufGeicntly distressfiiL I have not 
found any great ell^cts JVom tkleeding and phyi^iek ; and 
am nfraid, that 1 must expect help Irom brightei^ days 
and sdftei' air. 

" Write to tnc now and then ; and whenever any 
goiKll>era]b(yo«, make banteto let me knoH' it» for no 
oiur will rejoice nt il more thnn, deiir Sir^ 

" I'our most bumble senant, 

" London, Fcli, 22, 1773. " SaM. JomcsON^ 

OS 
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" Vou continue to stAad xcty )u^ in the iavotir <^ 
Mrs. Thralc." 

W?iiJo u foriQcr edition of my work was t^<^n£ 
ttirou;;h Ihc press, I was unexfiectcdly favourc<I niti 
a |>u('kcl fnxu Philadi:lplii<i, from Mi\ Jaii)e?i AIht* 
aoml'K\ & ^Dtlcman of that couiiirjr, ulio U flcasvd 
to lioijour nif with vei-jr iiigh ^muHL* of my ■• Life of 
Dr. Juhtisoii." To liiivc tlic fame of my illuitnou^ 
frii-Eid, mill ViU Ijiithful biographciv echoed from the 
New World is extremely fUittering; end i|iy grateful 
Qcknowlcd^mcnt:! ^tnU be wailed across the AtlanLick. 
Mr. Abercrombic ha^ jxilitcly conferred oil nic a con- 
»dentl)]c oddilion^d obli-^atioiif b}^ trn iismittiiig tii me 
co|iie»of two letters from Dr. John^oai to AmeneaQ 
^t-nlfMn^rr " Gkidly* Sir, («y» lie,) would I hava 
sent you the oii^iimU : but beinf^ tlio only relicks o1 
the kind in America, Uiey ore considered by the jvo^ 
«C3>£or» of £ucli inestimable faluc* t)iat no pof<«i!>lc con« 
ridcr^tion wouKf indu-cc them to g>ait ^ith them, in 
30IUC ititurc publication ol^ youis ixiativc to that pt:at 
anil ^<kk] niAii, they may ixerhaps l>e tlioti^ht worthy 
of in?(rrlioD/' 



" TO HB. B d/ 

•* SUt. 

" That in the hurry of a sudden departure you 
tthoutdyctfmd leisure to «;onduU my convenience. \s a 
dcgiiee of kindnessj and ait instance of rr^aid, mit on)/ 
bi'yoni) my claims. t)ut stlwvt^ my i'^|miation. You 
are not mistaken in ^uppo^nj;; thnl f Mi a high value 
OD my Amei'ican friend^ and that you «I«ould confc;r a 

* Tim gnakimfi, who nuw rr«iJe« En AuMrio in a publitk cZio* 
TftTtcrofAcoiwidcHiblflifisrltj', <lciir«d lltfll hi* Duaio mighl not te 
iraaarrib«d U 1ut\ Imjfth. 
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rcrj vAlti&blr fnvoiir upon me l>3r giring me hi ojipoT* 
tuujty oi keeping myself in tlieir inemcir}'. 

" I have ukvii the lilierty tif trutibting jau with a 
packet, id which I wi&h a >t3fc ami itp<N7ily coavey:ii»ce, 
bccnutfc I wU]i a safe and f<peed>' voyage to hiDi that 
convcya it. 1 ttm. Sir, 

" Vour most humLJc servant, 

" Lomlon, JfthnnfinVCoiirt. '* SaM, JoUNSOK." 

FJcct-itnct, Mftfch i, 1773. 



"TO THE fcEVBBEND MR. WHITE.* 
** DEAll MIH, 

** Your kindnefs for yoor friends accompoDies you 
across the Atlantkk. It wim Icng aincr ol»erved by 
Horace, thai im ship could Lcnvc enrc behind : you hnve 
been utlemled in your voyapc by other power*, — by 
bcnfrx'olf-itce otmI constancy : and 1 hojic care did not 
oftpn fhew her fiit* in thdr ccim|iaiiy. 

" I ri-cciv>tl the eapy of Kiiit*elii«. The 1iiipre««Imi 
ii rot mn^niAcent, but it flattei's an aulhoun l>ecause 
the printer *eemH to have expected that it wouhl be 
muttered among the ))cf>plc. The little book has l>ecn 
well received, and i,^ tranjtlaled inti> Italian, Ficndip 
(lermnn, and Dutch. It hiu tLaw one honour more by 
an American edition. 

'* T know nut thai initdi Iijik hap^iened since your 
departure ihat can eaiingf ymir curiosity- Of all public 
tmni^acttont; the whde world ib now inf4>rm€d by tbc 
newspapers. Opposiiion seems to despond ; and the 

'^NiHff Di>cu>r \Vbiic, and bishop of thu K|>uiaip«l Churcb in 

Mh Diiniijfliu fint v»;i lo En^tand in iTTi, la a cinidl- 

)|y ori1cr«, he vu itirtfrral Elinci in ixunpOkf with I)t. JottQ- 

soo, nbo vii|imicd n wUh to nee iht- «liiiori of Hoftvdu, which Dr. 
WMit totd hiifi had born pririrtf in AirtpHcn. Dr \VhtiP» oa UU 
nmra iau«diat«ly %vnl htm a oop^. 
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dineDtei?, though they have taken advantage of un* 
settled times, and a gorenimeDt mudi enfeebled, seem 
not likely to gain any immunities. 

" Dr. Goldsmith has a new comedy in rehearsal at 
Covent-Garden, to which the manager predicts ill sue- 
cess. I hope he iriU be mistaken. I think it deserves 
A very kind reception. 

" I shall soon publish a new edition of my large 
Dictionary ; I have been persuaded to revise it, and 
have mended some faults, but added little to its useful- 
ness. 

** No book has been published- since your departure, 
of which much notice is taken. Faction only fills the 
town with pamphlets, and greater subjects are forgotten 
in the noise of discord. 

" Thus have I written, only to tell you how little I 
have to telL Of myself I can only add, that having 
been afllicted many weeks with a very troublesome 
cough, 1 am now recovered. 

" I take the liberty which you give me of troubling 

jou with a letter, of which you will please to fill up the 

direction. I am, Sir, 

" Your most bumble servant, 

" Johrw)nVCoiirt, Fleet-street, " SaM, JOHNSON-" 

Loodon, March 4, lllS, 

On Saturday, April 3, the day after my anival in 
London this year, I went to his house late in the 
evening, and sat with Mrs, Williams till he came home. 
I found in the London Chronicle, Dr. Goldsmith's apo- 
logy to the publick for beating Evans, a bookseller, on 
account of n paragraph" in a newspaper published by 

* IThe offence girem w»» » 10"K sibuiive letter m the London 
Fftcketp A ptrticuUr account of Uiit maaftction, nad Goldinilk's 
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Mm, H'hicli Goldiimtth thought imperiment to htm and 
to n lady of hift acquaintance. The tipnh^y was writ- 
ten 90 much in Dr. Johii90irs miinncr, tbnt both Mn. 
Willinms ami 1 supposed it to *>e hia; but whon he 
came home, he ^oau uiidcccivtd us. When he said to 
Mrs. WiUiftms, *' Well, Dr. (iokisnihh'H matu/cjio has 
g*il intu T^'Mi' |M4>ct:" I ankL-d fiim If Dr. (^rThlMiitth 
had wHitcn h, ttilh an itir that mnrlc him ser 1 eu£- 
pt^ctcd it wfl5 hU, thougli sutHcribed by CkLldsmith. 
Johnson. *' Sir, Dr. Gold»mith would no mon: have 
afked mc to write such n thing m that for him. than 
he would have ssbed tne to Iced hini with a spoon, or 
to do any thing i<Ut: ttmt denoted liis imbecility. I as 
much lA?1ieve that he wrote it, as if I had seen him do 
it, Sir, had he hhewn it to any nnt* fm-nd^ he would 
not ha^'e Ijctn allowed to publish tt. lie has, IndcHid^ 
doot it Tery veH ; but it is a foolish thin;- w^ll done. 
I lappose he ha» lie«n so much elated with t^e success 
of hb nevr comedy, that he has thought crciy thing 
that concerned lum must be of imjmrtancc to the pub- 
lick " BoswEM„ " I fttury. Sir, Uiit in the first time 
thnt hr hns lu'en eneagt^l in surh tw ndvrnliire," 
JuHNsoN. ■• Why, Sir, I Wieve it is the first time he 
has beat : ho niD.y have Ireen btatai l>ofor«. Ttd#, Sir, 
Is & now plume to him,'* 

I mentioned Sir John Dalrymple's " Memmrs of Great 
Britain and Ireland/' and his dbcovenes to the preju- 
dice of I^rd Russell and Algernon Sydney. Johnsok. 

Wliy. Sir, everv bod/ rthfi htid jii^t iioliuri^ «rG<K 
vcriimeiit thought them rascals befoiv. It vs well tluit 
all monkiiul now sec them to be ru!>cab." Bo:*>wkll. 



ition* (for inch It vnn. nthrf than wa ApoEogrJ mnir Im 
ia iTie Tew Lift uf th« Pmi, prrfsfft i^ h\\ M»cellaa«ou& 
Wenlala 4 rob. 61^. pp. ICUt^lOS, M^okk-I 



soo 



THK UFf, OF 



yT?si. 



" But. Sir, majr ne* those ili»cuvcri<!< be true wiU»out 
Uieir bcii^ rasr^**" Johkmn. " Vons^Ulcr, Sir» 
would any of ili^m ItaTe liecn williof^ to have: IkatI it 
kD<rwn that they iutri^jed uitli FraiiLv? Depi-nd 
upon it, Sir, he Mho dot^ what lie U afraid should be 
Inowa, haft soiaclhiiiff rotten about htm. Tbj« DaU 
rymplc seems to be an hoii^j^l feUiiw : fur he tells e^u^jr 
what makes agaiDsl ix>th tides. But nothing' caa 
be poorcT thaii his moclc of writing, it is the tncr^ 
botinciiig of R ichonMwy; Gn-at lie?" Imt greater 
She! and mcli stufl.** 

I could not n^ce with him in thi«cnticbm; fc 
though Sir John l>aJryoipIc's etiffc is not rcgwiarly 
formi^l in any rcspcet. and one cannot help xmi 
aomctinics at hb affected granrtiiofucncc^ there is ttt' 
his wnling u pointetl vivacity, ittid niut:^ of a geikl 
nimdy vjiirit. 

At Mr. 'nirnle'rf. in the erefiiDg, he repeated 
Uflual |>aracio)(ical declamation Of^nst action in |Nibhck 
apeaki:^. " Action c^n have no elTccI ufion rcasotuttde 
minds. It may augment DOiK% but it never ecu 
CsTDc ofj^nicnt. If you speak to a do^, you use m 
tiDD ; )uu luJd ii|i your hand ibits lan^aiue be is 
brute; and in prnportiou as tncti arc n-nioved ft 
biiit'-s, action will have the less induettcc upon tbcm.' 
Aluti. Thrale. *' What then. Sir, beoomes of Demo*-' 
thcncs'a saying-? ' Action, action, action !'" Jobnsok. 
** Demostlieues, Madam, spoke to an oflscmbly of 
brutes ; to a barburous |>e<i|ile." 

I thougtit it rxtraonlinary, that lie thutdd deny the 
puiver of rhetoriciU actJOU upon liuman oature. when it 



* [A bunLnatJEk udc uf OldliWi'* oa Iku Ju n to n btpam Ikifec 
" Guat Tii^b !" vhi<h pt rbap bU itatflMka nncaUiwcd. 
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is proved by innumcrnklc Eucts in all ffUi^t^ of eooctjr. 
R^OMOPalile being* are wt 3o\v\y rtasonablc. Tln-y have 
fondL-fi which may tx' |ilt^Li«td^ ^assKms which may be 
roused. 

Lord Che&t&Hicld being meDtioiied, Johnson remark- 
ed, that iUmost uU of that cckbraU-d nobleman & nit^ 
wiving^ w*'i'C [>uns. He. bowcvcr, allowed the piml of 
good wit to hh l^jnUliij/a saying of I^miTyravklcyaod 
himself, nhcn both very old and infirm : ** Tyrawtey 
and I have been dead these two years ; but we don't 
choose to bftve h known," 

tie talked witli approbation of an mtcndcd edition of 
'* The Spectator," with notes ; two volumes of which 
had bccfi preporrd by a ^-ntlcman cnrincnt ia the lite- 
rary woHd, and the materials which be bad cttlWCed 
ibr the remainder had been tranal^^ri'ed to another band. 
He observed, that all wodca which de^crilie marmciv, 
recjoire rioles in %i\\y tic si-vcnty yi")ir*» iir U-w* ; nnd 
told u^ he h;td communicatiMl all he knew that could 
throH' li^i-ht upon ** T}w Spc-ctator." He said, *' Addi«>n 
hod niadt.' his Sir Andrc'W rrecport a true Wtii^, arpj- 
LDg a^nst ^ving charity to b^^g^irs* and throning 
out other such unf^acious scntiinmts : but that he had 
r^thou|flit i>eCter, and made amende by making him foiind 
an hortpital fur dit^iyisl fiLrmrn." Ht- i^lleil for the 
Tohimv of '* The ^wclalor^" in which that nceount ia 
.COQitained, and read it aloud to us. He read »o weD, 
that every thing acf^uired addrtionid weight ond grace 
&om his uttcnuiee. 

The eonver^uLioa having turned on modem imilo* 

itu of atuient Imlluds and some one havmg prniwd 
Ir simjtliciiy, he treated tlitni witli LJtat ndiL-iile 
,^'hich he ulway« displayed whin that subj«^t Viox men- 
tioned. 

He diupprored of introducing sciipturc phrases into 
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secular di«cours4'. This seemed to mc u c|UCKtion of 
some difBcully, A scri|:iturc exprc^on may be uscd^ 
like a highly classicnl phra^Ct to prixtucc an iiiatmta- 
ncoua Strang impixrs: ion; anil it may l>e done wiUiotit 
lieii)^ at u)1 iuipruper. Yft I own tlirit? M^Angei', that 
iL|i|j]yiiig' iht? hiiigiJAgit ii( irtiT f^ictvtl \yc6k ii:» antiiiiiry 
suhjffU may Ipiid to lessen our iTVcrencc (or it. If 
therefore it be introduced at uU, it fthould be M'ith very 
^'Oot cnution. 

Oil 'I'burfiday, April B, I Mt a good pai-t of tbc even-, 
ing with luin, but lie w^s very siknt. lie said, *' Buiw 
net'fl * 11i<4ory of hU own time?,' is very entertaining. 
The Ntyltf iodted, U mere chit-chnt. I do not believe 
that Btintt't inlt'iitloiwiUy lyed : biit he wns mi much 
(iiviudio.^, that he took no puirs lo tind oiit the tnith. 
He iva* like a man who rei;olvc3 to regulate hU time by 
a certain watch ; Imt will not cn<[uirc whether the ivfltcli 
is right or not." 

Tiioiigh he wra not (1iji[ii;i?rd to talk, he was unurU' 
ling tliat I ^huiild leave him ; mid tvhtn 1 lotiketl at my 
watch, imd tfild liiin it was twelve o'HiJck, he ciiedt 
" Wlurl'* that to vou and me ? '* iumI ordered Frank 
to tell Mrs. WlUiains that we were comini; to drink tea 
with her, which we did. It was scUJcil that we should 
go to (hurch together next day. 

On ibc i>ti> oi' April, U'iiig (.Jood-tnday, I break* 
lasted i^ith bim on leu nml cmss-buns: Doctor l«rvett> 
a» FiTink called him. mokint^ the tea. He corried mc* 
with him to the c)mrch or SU Clement Dai»es, when* 
he had hid seaL ; and \\\% behaviour was, w I had imagi-d 
lo myself^ solemnly dcvf>ul. I never shall forget the 
trtnnd^nia c^nwstucss with which be prt>noiinc\'d the 
awcl'ul petition in live litany : '' In tbe hoiu- of death* 
and at ilif- ilay of judgmimt, good Lo«D deliver us,*" 

We went to church l>c)4h in tlie niorittng and evening. 
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In the intcrvfll between Ihe two serviCTs we diO not 
dine: btit ho rend in the Greek New Testament, and 
I Liiriied over several oth\< IsooWa. 

In Archbishop T^iur>; Dinrv, I found th<^ follnwin^ 
fsaskge, whkli I R-iLd to Dr. Johnsu^n : 

" 1623. Febiamry l,Sumlfly- I litood l>y the most 
itluGtrioua Prince Charles' at dinner. He wna then 
very niejry, nnd talked occaisJonaUy of" many things 
V''\\h h\s nttcndonU. Amon^f other thmgis lie flaid. 
tliat if he wem ra^ressilatwl to take any |mrlicular prcv 
r^Mon of life, he co'Ud uoi ?«' ;i hiwyiT, ^tildiii^; his rea- 
MCiTis: ' I c&nnot (sailh he) dcfi^-iHl a huA^ ttor yit^ld in 
« pood CQuw,*" Johnson. " Sir, this U false rcfl- 
aorSng; liccnme every cause liti* a hnd #i<le: and a 
ljm^)^r is not overci^me, though the ciuw which he 
has emleiivonred to 6upi>ori be determined againat 
him.' 

I tohl him th«t Goldsmith hod said to me a levr <iays 
tWore» " As T take my shoes Amm the shwiiukn', and 
my coal from the taylor, *d I take my religion from the 
priL'rt" I reifretlctl tJiis hKwe wny ftf t;dkiii^. John* 
SON, " Sir, he knou's nothing; he has made up hli 
roind about ntithing," 

To my ^rctkt surprize he asked me to dine ^ith him 
on IJfiflter*Oay, 1 never suppoised th&t be had a dinner 
at hiH hoiiKc: for I had ni>t then lieard of any one of 
lu^ frirnd* Imving Ikh-ii entertained at his (tihlr. He 
told mcp ** I have genemlly a meal pyc on Sunday : it b 
hskod at a pnhlie nven, which is verj" properly allowed, 
bcx:auBC one man can attend it ; and ihxt^ the advanta;^ 
ii obtained of not keeping scr^'ants from diurcli to dre«s 
ditiDcrs." 

April 11, lieiiig KitKter-Siiniky, after having attend* 
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&\ Diviiii^ Service at St. raul's I repaired to Dr John* 
mm'». I Etail grati5e<l my c«iriouty muclj in diniiif^ 
with Ji:an Jauhkk KodfuniAi?. wliile 1h' lived in the 
wilcU of Ncufchatd; I Imd n« |rro»t n curiosity to dine 
wilh Dit. Samue:l JoHNi^oy, in the dusky I'cccu of n 
antrt in f^lcct-strcct. [ ^uppo^ed tvc should scnrecly 
havo knives and forkd, and only some strange, uncouth, 
ill^dnnst duh ; Imt I friiind t^vt^iy tlting in wry ;^ixjd 
darierHi' We luid no oihcr company luiLMrs. W'lJIiflni* 
Bnd a youn^ woin&n whom 1 did not know. ^Ks r 
dinner bene was cx)n*iiiei«d a* a Mn^br phenomenon^ 
and as 1 was fi^eqiLei^tly iiit(?n'ogat(>d on itic- j^idijcct, my 
readers may jwHuiji^ b^ desirous to kuow our bill of 
fare. Footc. 1 rcmctntKr. in alLunion to Framis, tlic 
ntgro, vfa^ willing to su|>i]Ose that our repast vraa biaek 
iratli^ But the* fiirt u«f, llnit wt? Iinil » vt^ry gi)od 
unip, a Ixnied leg of tanib and spinnch, i veal pye, and 

n rice puddif j^- 

Of Dr. John Campbt'U, tlie authour, tie said, " He 
10 u very mquifiUive and a very ahic man^ and a inun 
of good religious principles, tlunigh I am afraid he has 
bcscn deficient in i^mctice, Campliell is radically ri^t; 
and vtt^ xuay ho|K-, ihnt in Uine llteit; will lie guixl |Tac* 
lice/' 

Ho owned that be tbau|<tu Hawkeaworth was one 
of hit imttotors, but be did not think Cold^nith was. 
Goldsmith, he ftuid, had ^n^t merit. BG«M^xt^ '* But* 
Sir, W is much indebted to you for hia gettinj^ so 
high tn the publick estimation/' Johnbo:*. '■ Why, 
Sir, lie has |K:rha|)s gut ^vaner to it by ItU intituacy 
with iw!." 

Goldsmith, thouj^h his vanity often excited him to 
oocasbnal competition^ had a very high rej^ard for 
Jobik<«on> which he hod at tJits time expressed in the 
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atmngcflt tDntmcr in tho Dcdicittion of bis Comedf, et^ 
lillor), " Shf SU)0|» to Ciicw|uer " * 

Johiison otjsiTvcd^ that thciv wrir vrrr few boolu 
jiriittccl iiJ Sci;tlai:ci before the Union. He hatl se^n a 
complete collection of them In tlic poKvesdon of tlic 
Hon, Archibdild Campbell, a noti-jurinj- Bishop.' I 
wJT^h thift coikction haJ Iwcn kept cntin-. Maoy of 
them Arc in the library of the i ac:iiJty of Adrocntcj« 
at Kdiiiburgh. I tuhl Dr. Johnson that 1 h^d some 
inlrntinti In tt-nt<- tUr lifr of tlir lr';imrd mid worthjr 
Thoinas Kuddiman, He t»nid, ''I sheuld Inke plea- 
sunr in hd|Miig you to do honour to him. Biit hia 
farewell letter to the Faculty of Advocates, when he 
re&t^ned the office of their Lihroi-ian, vhoiild hare been 
in Latin/' 

I put a question to him u^ion a tact in common lite, 
which he could not answer, nor have I found any one 
elsr Vhh^i niuld. What h ihr rea.*on that woint-n ser- 
vants, though obliged to b<' nt thecT|ieKceorpurcha?inff 
their oven clothes, have much lower wages than men 
scPp-fims, lo whom n great pm|>ortion of that urlicle i% 
furnished, and lihcn in fact our female house scr^-anta 
work much hariier than the male ? ' 

He told me that he had twelve or fourteen tintes 
attempted to kee|) a Journal of hifi lifcj btil never eould 



« " Ef iiMchbing IhU flight pcrticiriDcuicic to j^ou, Ida not mfutt 
so Qiicii lo LMoiplimci;! yaii m tnyM-Lf> It may do m? bomt: honosr 
la irtfunn tbr pulilicL. ibal 1 barr liT^d miiiiy ycnn in itiLiniucy with 
yOQ- )l may ii^rre Thv iiiLcntC* of mankiml olio ic< inlorm Ehfin, 
that iTip groitni ^it mny br fmmd in m cbtnKlcr, viihuiil iiripairing 
ihc twtni DiMfTcctcd piety." 

■ 8«« an acfount of ib'u Itomfd and mp«clabb genilciann. And 
of h'iM ruriouK niwh on Xht M'tddk Stair^ " Jfmmal of i Tour io the 

* [There b m gmter .Turiciy of tniploymetiis hr men, ihui far 
wMkOD : laertCon ihr tknaad nix* tb< pic«. KvAavirJ 
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I^ersevere. He iidTm-d iol' lo do il, " The givnt thing 
to be nrcorded, (^d lio,) U the state of your own mind ; 
and you Fliciuld write down everj- lliiiifj that you remem- 
ber, fijr you cannot ju<Ib^ At first what b good or bsAi 
and write inunciiiatcly wbile Uic imprcuion b Frenlt^ 
for U wUt not be the same n week aflervranl^" 

T again Milicitcd him to commuojcaLe to nic the par- 
ticuluDf of hi* earlj liTe. He «uid, " Vou ^haU iiave 
them alJ for two pence. I Iwpe ycu shall know a great 
Jcol more of me before ymi write my Life/* He men- 
tiocied to me this day muny circumstoneca, which 
wrote down when 1 went home, and havi^ interwoven h 
the farmer p;irt of IhU narrative. 

On TueMlay, April 13, lie arid Dr. Go1t!«mit]i and f 
dined at G^-itt^ral O^hHhoqjeV Goldsmith eX|Hiti3ted 
on the common topick, that the raec of our pe^jjile wa« 
dogencrnted, nmt that tlii* ""as owin*; to luxury. John- 
son. *' Sir, in (be first place, I donhl tJie fuct. l believe 
there are ns many tall men in Kiigland ao^\, va ever 
there were- Hut. aecondly* snpjKning the Mature of 
onrpeojile to Ih* iliminUhed, lliel is nnt owtii^ In luxury ; 
for. Sir. consi^Ier to how very small a |)ropcrti(4i of our 
people luxury ean reach. Our doldienF% flurt4y, are nol 
Inxuriotw, who live on six-|ienee n day ; ami tlw »ai»e 
mmork will apply to almost all the other daa^ve^ Lux- 
ury, so far a^ it ie;idie-H Iho |KKir, ^\ill do ^tnnl to the 
raoeof peojile; it will ^t^cngU)en and mulli|ily them. 
Sir, no nniiiin wjis <^^v(7r hurt by luxury; for, at I aid 
before, it ean reach Init lo « very fvw. I admit that the 
f^rcat increase of commerce and mauufncturei^ Iiur1»^ the 
military jjiiril of a people ; liecaoie it produces a compe- 
tition for flomcOnnj else than mnrlial Iwnours, — a 
rompetitimi E^jr riibn. It al*^ hutlA the bodice of the 
people : for ytnj will olif>erve, there i« no man who worki« 
at any partktilar trade, but you may know him from 
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his appCQmncc to do so. One |mrt or the other of Ills 
l»djr bciitg more iiM'd Lliaii the rest, he » in satiic d^ive 
deformed : Imt, Sir, that U not luxiirr. A tailor aEts 
crOAh'li^^L'd V h^t that i» nol kixiiry."' Goi.bSMiTH. 
" Come, you're JiiA goi>ig[ '<> the same place hy iii>other 
road.' JoHXsow, "Nov, Sir, 1 My that i^ not 
Ji'xtt/y, I^c us take a walk from Cliaring-cross to 
U'liitc-<:liapcl, through, I i^u|>i>oie, the grcotcet scries of 
H-hops in th<r world, what t* thcrt; in ony of these '^liops, 
(if j-oii except gin-shops) that can do any humnii hrin^ 
any hann?'' (>oLnsMlTK. " Wdl^ Sir, T1I pocept 
your challenge. The wry m-xt »tJ»op la XorthumlxT- 
laD<l<*houie is a plekte-shop.'* Johnkon. "Well, Sir: 
do w!> in>l know that a moid can Ux ont' afternoon make 
pieidcs sufhdcnt (o stjrv^ a whole family for a year? 
nay. that five pieklc-shops can serve all tlic Kin^lotn ? 
Be^idei* Sir, thercr in no harm done to any }xHiy hy the 
making of picklc5, or ihc utttng of pickles." 

We ilrank lea H'ith the IsdiL's; and Coldtmith •^titig 
Toney I^iiipklo'tf song in his comeiiy, " Slje Sloops to 
Conquer." and a very prt-tty nne, to an Insh luDCj^ 
which he had designed for Miis Il&rdcastle! Utt as 
3lrs. Bulkckry, who pbyed tlie part, could not an^* it 
was left out. He nHerwards wrote it down tbi nict by 
which ini^n^ it wjik preserved, zicJ now ap|Krar» jiniongst 
hit pocui-s. l)r Jolui^otr^ in hi^ wv.y licuie* stoj'ped at 
ray lodging in Piccadilly, ond fni with me, drifiking 
^eaa second tiaiCt till a kite hour. 

I told him ihat Mi^. ^lacaulay said, she woTidcrcd 
how he could reconcile his political principles i^ith his 
moral : his notions ofineiltiahty and suhordination ^ith 
wbhing VI ell to the happiims of all nianktud, whomi^^ht 
live sc 4gre4.*aMy, had thry fill iht^lr porltunri iif land, and 

* TW linaiuan vt UnD^Linufpiiiy. 
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none lo domineer ov<Hr Another. Jonxs^x, " Why, 
SSr, I recondle my pnnciplcs vtry weJI, hccauac man- 
kind arf^ hazier in o state i>riric<|uality onil snliordinn- 
ttO!K Were they to be in lliis pretty state of et|uality. 
thoy wniili! Mnon degenerate InUi hnilt^ ;— ^hry wiiuUI 
become MnnlwiiMn'* mirJom: — llivir Irnli Vk^ould gtwr. 
Sir, all would be- losers, were all lo woric Tor all :— they 
wotdd have no iRlellecttial improvt;tncnt, AU intellec- 
tual improvement aii9e« from IciBurc; nil leisui'c amca 
i>om one working for another.'' 

Talkmg of tlic funiily of Stuart, he 3nid» " It ahould 
Hfvm that the family at |trescnt on the throne has now 
e«laMr?<ht'd ;l^ g<^ « ^^^^ ^ *'^ former family, l»y llie 
loni; cmis^Tt of the jw?o|ili^: and ihnt to disturb ihia 
right might be considered ns culpable. At the sane 
time I own, tliat it is a rery difficulc question, irbcil' 
c^midcred with rt's^^ect to the house of Stuart. To 
oblige ptopic to lake oaths as to the dirtouted ri^ht is 
wnmf^. 1 know not whether 1 ronhl take them: htit T 
do not Name tho«e whf» do.^ fv> con»rirntioii?i jiihI mi 
delicate was he ujmn this ^ultjecL which has ocraMoned 
so much damotir against hiin. 

Talkiuj; of law ca»e^ he aoid, " The English reports* 
in generalj nre very poor: only Ihe half of what haa 
licen «iid is taken down : and of Ihnt half^ much is rais- 
tAkrn. Whrrea-H, In S^-olUiid, l)>e arguments on ench 
aide are deliU-rately put m writing, lo be cociaidered by 
tlie couit. 1 think n collection of ymir cawa upon Mb- 
JcctK of Importance, u iih thef^jnnions of the judges upon 
them, (vould be viduable/' 

On Thunvday, April 15. I dined with him and Dr. 
GohUmilh uL Geneml PaoJi's- We foimd here Si^or 
MartinelJj, of Morence, authour of a History of i^ng- 
laiMl in Italian, printed at Ijnndou. 

I spoke <tt Allan Bomsaiy'H « GenUc Sheplierd/* in 
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the Scottiali ilJjJect, as the bt:iii po^orvl Lliat had ever 
been written: not only ^nimling wtiH brmtlirul lurat 
iiimgery, and jujii and plt-^asiiig ivntiiiK-nts but being a 
wal puliirr of manners: and I ofler«J to leach Dr. 
Johmon lo iiuder«UDd it. ** No, Sir^ (said he,) I won't 
learn it- Vou shall retain your ivpi'riority by aiy not 

TJiia brought qii a question whether one ti^&n m les- 
aened by ^nolhcr^s acquirini;: an cqiial dc^rci? of knotr- 
kil^ with hiiTi. Jolmson aiwrrtcd the affintiatiTc. I 
maiNimTii.-d th«l the position nii^ht In- irui* hi iho^c? 
kinda «r knowled^ which produce wisdom, powtT, aiid 
ibrcc, 90 at t^ enable one man to have the governmeDt 
of others; but thut i\ man is not io any dcj^i*cc* IcsH^ncd by 
others knowing as wcU (w ho what ends in mere plea- 
sure: — " ealin^; fine fruits, diinkiii^ delidoua wines 
reading exquisite poetry^ 

I'he General filtferrcd, Ltiat ftlarlinelli wa^ a Whi^;. 
Joinnjov. *' T am aorry Tor it. It shrwa the ii|Krit of 
the tinier ; he is ohlt^^ to Lemporifip/* Bo?fWf:Li.- " I 
rather think. Sir, that Tor^-i^in prevnilit in tbt* rtign/' 
JoHvaoN. " I know not why you should think so, Sir. 
You see your flriend Ij^rd Lyttelton. a nobleman^ 14 
obliged in hid Hiitoiy to write the mo8t viOgar U'hi^- 
gum-" 

An animated del>ate took place wliether Mnrlinelli 
should continue hbt Hi.ntory of England to the prcfvtit 
day. (;oi.!x<iMrrH. •' Tobesurv he should." Juhx- 
jios. " No, Sir; he would give i^reat ofttuce. He 
wmild have to tell of almost aU the lirinj; ^reat what 
they do not wiaJi toid." Goldhmith. *' It may, per- 
haps, he necessary for a native to be more cautious i 
but a Ibreigner who comes among tis witJ)f>ut ]ir<;judi<T, 
vmj be conf idcjed as holding the place of a Judgr, and 
may speak his niind freely." JoiiNSQN. *\Sin a forrigner, 
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m-hen he aend« a work fmtn the press, oui^t to be on 
bf:* i;ytnrd a^^wi-t oatchin^ tk' errow and r^i^(l1k^^ eu* 
tliii^iasm of the people anion^ whom he happens to bc.^ 
CvOLDHMiTH. *^ Sir, bc wai)t& only to sell hu hiMaryt 
Ami t<> i*4\ Imth ; tme. nn )uitjcsI, Uii- othrr u Uudabk 

[.motive." JOHNSOM, " Sin they are lioth laudable mo* 
tivn. It » laudable in a man to wi»h to live by hu 
lahours : but he Uiould write w> as he may /rr« by them, 
not so as he may b*r knockc<l on th^r lieod. I would 
advlic liim to be at Calais before ho publishes \m his- 
tory of the present age. A foreigner who attaches 
bim»eJr t« a potiCical |>arty iu Utit country, is in tlte 

'^'or»t stjite thiU can be imiigincd: he is looked upon as 

.m mere intermeddler A native may do it from in- 
tei^-'' BoswRLL. " Or principle.** Goldhmith. 
''There are peopfe wlio tell a hundred pcJitical lies 
CTery day, and ore not hurt by it, Sarely, then, one 
may tell truth with safety," Johkson, " Wiy, Sir, 
in the first place, he wlio telU a hundred lies has di«- 
Armcd the force of his lies. But besides; a mjin had 
rather have a hundred lies told of him, than one truth 

[vhirh he ilort nnt wtxh should b^ toUI.^ Goi.DHUlTn. 

!*■ For my jiart^ IVl tell inilh, And ^liamc the devil." 
JoiiNHON. •* \e% Sir; but the dcvfl will be angry. I 
wiali to shame the devil as ruu^h a« you do, but I 
rfiould ehoDsc to bc out of the re&cb of his daws" 
GoM>sMtTn. ^ Hi£ claws can do you no hArm. when 
yoit have the shield ttf truth.'* 

It having been observed iJnil there wiu little )j<iajii- 
Ulity in I>indon ; Johniio^j- " Nay, Sir, any man who 
has a name, tr who hax the power of pIcJiMrg, will tie 
very generally invited in London. The man, Slenje, 
1 hare been told, has had enga(|:eni«nt« for three 
moQih»." <>oi.nsM[Tjr " And a very dull fellow/* 
Jons9r>N. •' W by. no. Sir." 
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Martin4.Ui Ui\i\ \i>,, that for scrrtBl ycart he lived 
much uith Charks Towmh^nd, and (hat he ventured 
to MI him he was a b»d Jokt-r. Johnson. " Why, Sir, 
thus much I can say upon fhc «utiject. One doy he 
and a few more Agreed to go and dine in the country, 
imd cfich of them w» to brin^ a friend in his earring 
with him. ('harlos Townshcnd (i^kcd Fitzhcrhcrl to 
go with him, hut told hmi, ' You mu^t find aomclKKijr 
to bring you iKick ; I can wily carry yon thete/ Vitr^ 
hcrl>crtdid not much like thi* nrmng^-mrnt- ITr, h*™-- 
ever, consented, observing snfcaslicFt1!y> ' It will Ao wry 
well; for then the name jokes wiQ aerve you in rettirn- 
iofi^ fig in going/ " 

An eminent public chnrflctcr being mentioned ; — 
Johnson. '* 1 remember being prteent when he shewed 
himKlf to be M> comiplcd, or at Iccst something so 
diQcrcnt from what 1 think right, as to maintain that 
o memlHT of parliament should go along with hin party 
right or wrong, Now, Sir, iUin is so remotr* from na* 
tiire virtue, fWiin scholastic virtue, that ft good tnan 
miist have imth'rgOTie a f^^r^^at t^hange l>efon* he can re* 
coneile hiniR^If to such a doctrine. It is maintaining 
that yoti may lie to the public t for you lie when ycu 
call that right whicli you think wrongt or the rcrcrsc. 
A friend of ours who is too much an echo of that gen- 
tleman, obnen'ed. that a man who does not Atici uni* 
fbrndy to a party, in only waiting to be lioughU Why 
then, said I, he Ik only waiting lo lie what that gentle^ 
man i« already." 

We talked of the King's coming to ftcc Goldsmith's 
new play. — " I wish he would^'* said Goldsmith ; add- 
ing, howerer, with an aileded indifference. " Not that 
it would do me the leaat good-" Johnson, •■ Well tlien, 
Sir, Let us say it wouM do hi/n good^O^^ghing.) No,Sir. 
this ificctation will not loss ;— it is mighty idle, tn 
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Bucb a state rvt fHirv, who would m>t wish to |»leA!(e the 
Chief M^[istT«te?*' Goldsmith. '* I 4o wish to 
fienst him. I renwmber a line in DrydtD, 
' Artd *T*fy poel in ih* mormrcli » fhcn*!.' 

It ought to Iw revei'sed." Jok?nm>n, " Nay, there are 
finer linos in Dr/den ot\ thU sutijvct: 

' For coUvgH on bountrnut Kin^ ilffinbd, 
* Ami Qctcr rebel wm to xrU a fncnd/ ' 

i^encTBl PmAi obsci'vcdt Uint Kuc^ccuful rctieb loight- 
AIaiitinci.li. ** Happy rebcUionj." Uoi,D8>r)Tn. 
" We haire uo such phrawr Oeneual Faoll " But 
have yoQ not tW t/iing ^ " Goldsmith. " Yci, nil i»ar 
^opp^ rrvolulioti^. Thf^ have bkirt our cuntititulitm, 
and will hurt it^ till we mi^nd it by another hapfv 
BKvniX'TioN* I niwer l>efore dlKcovtrcd that xny 
friend Goldsmith had so much of the old prejudice in 
bin). 

Cenei-al PaoU, taUtin^f of Gold^ftnith's new plar, said, 
" // afitit utt ccmptimerrt ^rl's gracitux i une certahic 
grandc dnme;'^ meaning a UuchtNs of the finEl nnk. 

I exfuressed a doubt vrhelhrr Goldumtih intend^ il^ 
in ordt-r tlutt I might Itt^r iIh- tnilh Trom hlmsdr. It, 
p«Hifi|w, wjiH not quite Tair to endenvour to brin^ him 
to B conlbssion, as be mi^t not wiili to avov positivel/ 
hi« taking |WTt ofrainfit the Court. He smiled and bc- 
sitfltcd. The General at OQce relie^T1i hrm by this tM-au- 
tiruJ ima^: " Aloiuicur GoU^mUke^i comme io tner, 
^ui Jcltc dcsptrUs tt bfau-<oup tTauir^ Miet ckafcs, 
mm ^en appcrc€%?oir' GoLiuiMtTH. " Trh bien dit, 
tt iris iUgammtni^* 

A perwn wu mentioned, vrho it wav uiiil c-ould take 
dovm in ahort^hand Cbe vpcrches in parliament with 
perfect exactness. JOHxsus. ** Sir, it \» impo^bli-. I 
remember one Angel, who came to mc to write for him 
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a Preface or Dedication to » )icw)k ii^ioti shcirt-baml. vtkI 
he pixifu'wed 10 write m last oj* a mau could s|)e.ik. In 
f>rdLT to try him, 1 took down a book, and reatd xvhile 
he vrrot'^; and I favoured bun, lor I restd more deUbc- 
raLclj thui usual, 1 had proccixkYt IjuI a vcr)' litUc 
way, when he bcggtd I would detint, for he cotiJd not 
follow tnc." Jlcariog now for the first lime of thiv 
Preface or Dedication, I said* " What an exiJence, Sir, 
dii you put II9I U> in bu)ring Irookv, to whlcTi yoii have 
wriiten Pivfiuxs or Dedkaiionx," JoiiNicON. ** Why I 
liAVi' dedioited to the Royal rainily all round; that is 
to Huy» to the Loiit i^neTatioii of tlie Royal l-amily." 
(iO$,DSMrrii. " And pcrlm|is. Sir, nrt oi»e sentence of 
wit ill a whole Dcditationp" J(iitN»u:«. " Pcrha|ifi not, 
Sir/" ItohWtLL. " What thrn i« the iica*o!i for aj^tfttying 
to a piKiiirular person to do tliat which any otitt may 
ilu an wtdl?" Johnson. " W^hy, Sir, one man luft 
^Tratrr n^idini'xs «t doing tl ttiau aoirlher." 

I spoke of Jtr- Harri*, of Salislajry, ak Ix'inp a very 
learned man, aikl in ptniicnliir an eminent (*redan. 
Joiis»os. " I am not sure of that. Jlis friendic ^vo 
him out a« such, but I know not who of hb friends are 
able to jud^ of it,"* GoLr>iiM]Tii. " lie ts what ia 
much liolter: he 14 a worthy, hutnaue man." ifoHf<9oy. 

Xay, Sir* Dial hi not ta the piupojc of our argument: 
that will as much prove UiaL he can play upon the fiddle 
a« well as Oiiuxlini, tvs Uuil lie is an eminent Grecian. 
Oormuim. "The giralej'l musical performers hare 
hut >]iudl emoluments. Giardiui, I am told, doe« not 
pet above »cven hundred a year." Johnson. ■* That 
i.i indeed but little for n man to ^, who does bir^l that 
which so many endeavour to do. There it nothing. I 
think, in which the power of ail is flhown so much as 
in playing on the fiddle. In all othri thin^ wc can do 
Atjnicthing at fifAL Atiy inaii will forge a bar of iron. 
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if you give Jiim a hamirwr i not » well (is a 5inith, but 
totriJiEtly. A man will 5a^ a piece of woo^, anil m.'ike 
B |jox» thoMg'li A rlum-^y on^; but give him n fiitdle and 
B fiddl«>?;tick, and hi^ oun do notliiiig.*' 

On Mondty, April 19, he called on me wilh Mrs. 
Williamg, In Mr, Sti«h«m'« coach, and CAiricd me out to 
dine wilh Mr. Elphinston, at his Academv at Kcnarig- 
ton. A printer harin^ arquired a fortutic sufHdcnt to 
ki^ his cooch, wa5 A good to[HCk for the cnrdJt of lite- 
nttnrc. Mrs- Williflins »ftid, thiit onoihcr primer, Mt. 
1 lamilton, had not wnitcrd so lan^ as Mr. Strahan, hut 
h;id kept hi* coach scvcml years sooner. Johs*o\- '* He 
wiw iit ihr right. Life w sfiort. The soiimt thai a 
|na» hc^iii t*' enjoy h'n wcrdtti^ the better* 

Mr. Elphhistoii talked of a new book that was nitich 
ttdmired, and asked Vk, Jo^m^fm if he had read it. 
JoiiK«>M. " I have looked into it." " Wliat (sold 
Eiphinston). have you not fcad it Ihrougrh?" Johnson, 
offended at bcin^ thus pressed, and »o obJtgeil lo o»-n 
hb cursory mode oi' readings answered tartly, *' So, 
Sir ; do you I'cad hookit tbrougk f " 

He this day again defended duclhRg, and put hl» 
arg^inient iipon what I have ever thought tlie most so* 
lid buri«; that if public war be allowed to be consistent 
with mOTTLlity, phraU* war mvtt 1x* equally sa Indeed 
WG may obaerve what strained ar^mcnt^are used to 
recondlc war with ttie Chmtian r(4igion. Uut, in oiy 
opinion, it is exceedingly clear that dm-IMnj; hnvinf^ 
better rcautns for iIa barbaroLu vi(ili-tier> is more juili- 
Gable than war in which thouMand* go forth without 
any cause of pertonal qtmrrel. ami maiAacre efteh other. 

On Wednesday, April 21, I dinctl with him at Mr, 
ThraleV A gentleman attacked Garnck for bebj^vain. 
Johnson. ** No wonder. Sir. that ho b rain; a man 
wbo is perprtually fiattcred ia every mode tliat can be 
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conceived. So many bellows hare blottn the fire, that 
one wondm bo ifi not by this time become a cinder/' 
BoswcLt. " And such bcUovs coo. [xird >fiinfficld 
vrlih hH cheeks like to btirst: Lord Chatham Ukc an 
£olu5. I Imvc read such notes from them to him. as 
were enough to turn his head.'* Johnson. " IViic- 
When he whom every body else £attcn, ILattcrs mc, I 
theo amii'uly lia|t|>y/' Mrs.Thhalk. " The seniiment 
U ill Otiign^ve, I think/* Johnson. " Ye», Miulatn, in 
* The Wwy of the ^''orld : ' 

' If ttirrp'n ddiprht in Utvt, 'tin when T %Pa 

' That heart which othcni bleed tor, bJccrl foi me.' 

No, Sir, I shi>uld xiox be surprised though Gflrrlok 
€hatn«^ the ocean and lashed the wimb." BoswrLL, 
" Should it not be. ^r, lashod the oa^an lutd chained 
Uie irinda?" Jounson. " No, Sir; i^collcct the on* 

• Rarframj, -FrJio nnn^rJUTt hoe rii CArtenf paiMit 

T!h* docs very well» when l>olh the winds and tlie 
sea are pcrsonilied, and mcTTtiorcd by their mythol<^- 
cal nflmcs. as in Juvenal; but when they arc mcntioiKd 
in plain lan^iage, the application of the epithets 5U|^ 
gest^nl by mc in the mwt "tivious ; *ml acconlir-gly my 
friend him^f, in Ids imitation of the passage n'hi<:li 
dewTibpft Xcrxe«T has 

" Tie wiTCT lie Uftlii^ iiH endiaiiift ilw wlod.'* • 

The modes of living in diflerent countries and the ra- 
riouAvir'Wjt with whidi men trnvel in i|ijestof mrw M:enes 
having Ijeen talked of> a leanitil geiiUeman wjtu huUs 

' [So «l*o Buitcr. DudibTBi^ P. li.C- u V, fl43^ 
" A Pffikian KoiprrorwA^ hit ^nnnRi, 
" TkcMv, liM moAtirrVeniM ewnc on." Maloms.] 
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a con^ikmblc ofHoc in tlic lav exfiatiiitcd on the hap- 
pineu oj'a ravage lifp, hu<\ merttiofieii jtn inKlnnrt' of an 
officer wtiu luu) iictunlly lived for some Umc in the wildi 
of Amrrim, of whom, \rh«ii in that stale, he cjuotfv! 
this r^flectign %ntb an air of admintdofi, m if it hjid 
been deeply |>hilotiophic;i1 : " Hew nm J, irce and uo- 
lT?;irHiiK^I, rtmidft the rude ma^ificeiKc of Nature, 
with Ihifi Indian woman by tnj udc, and this ac^m, t^ith 
which I cnn procuty; food wh<;ti I want tt: what more 
^cma Ik dc-sxTcd for human hnppincs!) ? " It ilid n<H re- 
much sagacity to foresee that sucli n Ktitimciit 
would not l)e permitted to pavi witliout due animad- 
vri-Hion, JoHXSON. " Dii nnL altow juunai-lf. Sir, fo 
be in^poficd upon by such grxMss ahifurdity. It U ud 

ivtuJT; it is brutish. If a bull could speaks he might -eh 
Well eKclaiin^ — Here am f with ttus cow and thik gi'a»«; 
what being- can enjoy grc-ftter felicity ? " 

Wc talked of the niclnncholy end of a gentleman 

-who }uLd <]calro)'ed hifnAeif. JauxsoN. " It vrns. on-'mg 
tu imaginary difficulties in hi:* alTair^ which, hitd he 
talked of with any fncod^ would soon have vanifi]i<<d." 
Bo«vvLI-i» "Do you think, Sir, that all who comtoit 
auicide arc mad?" Johnsok. - Sir, ihey arc often 
universally ^sordered in their intellects, but one 
lion jir(;?^cd 30 upon them, that they yield to it, and 
commit suicide, ta a passionate man will atab anotlicr.** 

Jle adde^l. " I have often thou^^hU that after a man 
liax taken tlu^ it-MiluUon to kiUhiinscrir, it in nut nmr.-igu 
in him to ^Iji nny ihiri^, liuwc-ver deftpirnh*, In^3i»)4- Jig 

ftiB* nothing to frar" Goi.ii?<MiTif. " I don't wif 
lat " JoiiNsox. •■ Nay, but my dear Sir, why should 
not you sec wJuile%*ery one else sees?" Gol.D^Mr^l^ 
** It is for fear of something that he has resolved to kill 
hiiiwelf: and *iU not that timid dUpceition n^rain 
hin?" JoiiN^o^. ^^ It docs not signify that tlic lew 
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or Roiiiethiiii; niiult- him i^ewjlve; il k u\ton the f^Utc 
or htM mind, aft^r the n.*f(i)lmian it lAkiii th;it ] nrf^e- 
Stippoec a tnnii either from JVar, or iiriile, or coniwiiTnce. 
or whatever motive, hat rc4ol\-cd to kill himself ; when 
once the rc^oUilion is token, he h«s nothinj^ tu fear. 
Ih- may then •^o nn<l take the Kinp of l*ru!«in hy die 
noiCr at the Itcad ot' his army. l!c cannot tcoi' the 
rack, who u rcKilvnl tc kill himM'lf. Wlion KLj.HtjH.-e 
Buclgcl was walking dan'n to the Thnmr^s tlHrnniticU 
to drawn hitnfielf. Im? mi^ht, if hr pka^ucl^ willuiiit uiijr 
a]»j)rehen»oa of d:ingcr» have turaed aside, and fii'it set 
lire to St- Jnme-Vt palftce." 

On TucsdnfY April d7> Mr. BcHiidcrk and I called 
OT1 him in tlie morning. As Wf lAalkcd iip JoJiiioonV 
eoiiilt 1 said* '* I hare a Tcncmtion for lliia court;" 
und was gUd to find that BcaiKlcrk had the sa^nc rc- 
veix-nlifil crthitsia.'ini. \Vc fDitrul Inni alome, Wc Uilkcd 
of Sir Andrew SUiait's cli^nnl and plausible I^^tters Ut 
Lord ManxficUl : a coi^y of which had been sent hy the 
snlhour tn Dr. Jt^lmmn. JoiiNsoN. '' TlH'y )i»re not 
luiftvuervd the end. They have not l>te» talkul of; I 
have n^rvi^ hrard of theui. This hi owing to their not 
b^nj^ sold. People seldom r^ad a book which k giren 
lu them ; and few axt^ given. The way to apread a 
work is ta sdt it at n low jtrice. No nuin will acnd to 
Imy a thing that co3t» crcn sixpence, without an in- 
tention to rend it.^ K^isWLLt,. "May it not be doubted. 
Sir, whether it be proper to publish lettera, arraiftning 
tJie ultimate dension of an itnportant cuuxe hy the ^u* 
irein«* jmlinttnn? of the iistinn?" JoilNftOK. " No, 
1 do not think il was wrong to pnhli^h these lel- 
If lliey aj"c thought to do harm, uhy not an^twer 
them ? But Ihey will do no harm. If Mr. Douglas he 
indeed the aon of I^dy Jane he euniivt Ik: hurt : if he 
be nut Iwi Aun, luid yd luiA the gival Latatt: vf ibt- lk< 
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Duljr of Douglas, he may well submit to have a iMunpldct 
o^oAt him bj Andrew Stuart. Sir, I think njch a 
publication docs good* u it docs ^ood to ahcw us iltc 
possibilities of bumao lifi^. And. Sir. you will Dot »ay 
that ilie T>[>iight<t cause vras a cause of easy ikvT«ioii. 
when it divitb^il ymir Ctmri na nuu^h ;ik it could do, to 
be determined at all. When your Judges are feren and 
•even, the oiiiting vote of the IVesideat mua^t be ^ren 
on ODC side or other; no inatler, for my ar^mcnl, on 
wtkich ; one or the otlicr jm4$t be token ; uj vrhon 1 am 
to iDore. there is no matter which leg I move fintt. 
And then. Sir, it was otherwise determined here. No. 
fUr, » nkore dubious determination of any ijuestion can- 
not be imagined/* ^ 

He ftaid, ■• C^Id^niith H^iould not Ixr for crer attecnpU 
in^r to shine in eonvcr>«Ltu>D : be has not temper for tt^ 
he 13 so much morti&ed when he faiU. Sir, a gonie of 
jokca is composed iinrtly of skill, partly of chance, a 
mail may be beat at limes by one who has nf>t tiic tcnlh 
jinrt of his wit. Now (voUmith'a putting; himsell' 
ogaiiisL another, ift llki' a man layii^a hundred U> one 
wbo cannot spare Utr hundn.-d. It is nut woith a man's 
while- A man should not lay a bandred to one, unless 
he can easily jcpare it, thou^i he lias a hundred chances 
foriiim: he can ^t but a |;^inea, and he may lose a 
hundred. Goldimiith b i[i this state. When be con*- 



> 1 r^retlcd thfti Dr. Johnaob nvvtv toti UkC tfo«bk lo ttadjr a 
4|umiiin wbich mtert>ied nitticicii. He wouUDotrvmnwl jipuaph- 
kt ^ich [ wrote upon it, ^nlilkd " The Knacncc ot ihn UougtoB 
CnuM? ; " wtiicfi i hAvv rnaun to Saitrr nyiclf, hid cumtdvnble 
cff«cl in fiLiri>iirof Mr. Dou^ss; of whom Ui^itimnte lihMion I oiis 
Ilt«n, nnd in viilK firmly cORirincftl. L<t aic «Jd Ibat oo UtX cui 
Ix morr rupcctiblf ssecTiaiao^ than by th« jinlgsn^l of Ibe awiS 
■ugiifti irJhunA] in ihr wnttd ; m jud^ntfil in whidi Lufd Mwwfirld 
■aJ Lord Camdtn uAii«d !■ 1760^ and tfom whielt only &rr ofs 
aUMonnu body ftilcrtd u fmcM. 
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tends* if be ff^ts live better. It is a vory litt^ addition 
to Q mtn of bis iiterat)- irpuution: if he does not j^rt 
bcttcn he is miserably vexed." 

Johnson** oiv-n suiKrUlive powopacf wit set him nbovo 
any fUk of 5uch uncanTicwi. Garrick had rcmfirkc<l to 
tti«^orhhc, B ftw days before, ** Rnhclnh mid all other 
wiu iirt- iiEilhiijg aianiarf^l with him. You mny be di- 
vtrtt'd by iheni ; Imt Johiiaon givM you a fumble Jiuf*, 
«nd shakes laughter out of yoUj whether you will optio>* 

C^ldsmith, however, was otten veiy fortunate in Wi 
A*itty cr>nl(-^5, even when he entered the liats will 
Johnson himself. Sir Joshtia Reynold^ w&» in comi^inf 
with Ihem one day, when CJoldainilh said, that he 
t]i(Mght he cmild write a good fable, mentioned the 
Himiilicity which tliat kind of ccnipnutiou reqintr?, nnd 
fklinervc'd, thitt in mo^L fab^H the autmiiU intrndiiced 
itebliiin Ulk \u vh^i-.icUtu " For inKlaiii^, (^lid hr), tlnr 
fnbli? of thi- littli* fu^K^, who vuw birds ^y orer their 
bends, am) ctivyin^ tlK-ni, petitioned Jupiter to be 
changed into Inrds. The skill (continued he.) con#ij!t9 
In making tliem talk like Uttle tUJiesi.'' While he in* 
clul^^ himvelf in thi» Tancitul reverie, he observed 
Johnson (baking hu ?tidcA, and laogbing. U|K)n which 
he smarlly pi^ucceded, " Why, Pr. J^hnvMi, this is not 
BO eftsy a*> yuu &erm to think ; for if yt>M wen? to make 
lilUe Ashes talk, tticy wcniLd talk like WHALt^s." 

Johnson, tliough remarkable tcr hh grrat variety of 
compo^tion, never exercised his talents in fable, except 
we bUow his lieautii^l tale publish^ in Mrs. 
Williams's Miftcdlanit^s to b» of that speeie^i. I have 
bowGvcr found amon^ bin manuicript coUeclions the fol* 
, lowing nkctch of one : 

** Glow-wotm'^ tying in the garden saw a candle in 

* pt htt* alfcMljr bt*n otMttrtd, ihflt one or the Hfnt K^^yi vrm 
a t^lio Poem ou n i^ow-w^nn ; bwl i^hclhcr it be any itltcfv etunl 
his ncc bttn taet:r\A\t\aU MaI.ojju.] 
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u nn^Lboui'in^ imlacc,^ — oiid coni|>laiuccl of tlic litik- 

iK'Tut of Wm own light ; jtthjtiii-r ufi^rvcil^-wnit it litlk* ; 

-soon (Jjirk,— !mvc oitUusCod =cX>, [j«if«^] *>!" (iK.'ae 

Iglarmg ligfiU M-hith mrc only biighlcr \xs tliey haaXc tu 

noiliiE^'." 

On Thur^av-, April 39, I dinetl v ilh him ni Cciic- 
;ltil O^lelhorjic's where wci-o Sir Jaslkun IWyiiulds 
[ihlr. !^iiii^;i{^i, Dr< Gold^DiiUi, and Mr. Thmlc. I wa& 
;vcry Ocfirouc to get Dr. Johnwiii tihi^iltitely fixed in hb 
it:w^Ui(ion tf> ^o with uu^ to U^e Hchiiik^B thu year ; 
mid 1 Uild him that I hud n:i.civc<l a ktttr Jixhu Ih-. 
UulK^rUuii the historicta* upon tlio ui^jcct, with uhich 
Lr vfn^ niticli ple^M'd, ami nmv ti(Uii.-d in 3iit:h ii nmniici' 
ul hii£ iiin^; intended li>in, thuL 1 i\ tu ^iitUfa-d he lucuiit 

Tlt:^ custom <A^ eating Ao^ at (Hah^ite Iwin^ iiHrn- 
limicd. G^rldsinith ob^crvud, that t]u» Ha» lUso a ciutum 
iu China : that a dog-lntldi^r is as coLunkon there as any 
fjthrr hntclnrr; and tliat whcu he Hdk:» ai>road aU the 
dng.t r^dl on him. JuiiNsox. *' TImt i» r[>t onin^: t<k 
|]i:« kithng do^f Sir, I n^mrmlKT a Uitchcr at lich* 
fiekl, wham a do^ that i(~su iu the h^JiiH' when- 1 Itredr 
alw»y« nttAcked. It it the f m«ll of carnage whkh pro- 
vvk4>« ihig, let the animaU he ha« killed be uhntthey 
Play/" (>oi,usMnn. "Yes, tbcr*' U a pt^ncral ahhor- 
ivncc in animoU at the signs of mn^'&acrc. If you pi 
a tub fnll of blood inta a itahlc, the hones arc Like to 
fjo iniuh** .loHXMJN. "I iliwbt thai/' Goldsmith. 
" Nny, Sir, it !s a OirL m-ll nntlu-utii-Rt^Hk" TlllLvrK. 
'* Voit hiK) bi-tt<.T pm«4- !t tx-rnrv ymi puL it iiitu your 
book im luturat ht^oi^< You may tlo U in t[iy ^lahlc 
if }ou will" JonsflOV. " Nay, Sir^ I wouW uoi liav« 
liirn |nx>vc it. If J»e U content to lakr hU inUinnatlim 
froiH othci-s he may get thro^ij^ his book with littl« 
tAMibk, and « iUiuut mudi cadangmtig lii> itikutatioD, 
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ttitt if he mnl^c pKportiTiPmft for ^n compretK-mivp a 
hock a^ His. Uicro wotil<l lie no cixl tf> them ; his ctro- 
ntoiii aHvciHlon^ would th^o fnll u|xin himself; ami ha 
mi^hl be hUuiird for not having made ex|k-nmcnt5 as 
to evci'y paittculun'* 

The character of .Mallrt having been introJuwfl, sttnl 
s|ii^^n of slightingly b; GoltlMiiilh: Johxsox, "Why, 
Sir, Miillift huti talefits enough to keep hifi liCfran' re- 
jiutation alive u* long nn he httn^elf lived ; and that, l«t 
me tell you, is a ^ood doal." Golusmh H. " Jlitt I 
cniinvt a^p-ec" thnt it wa^ »o» Hit literary i\-putaticiti 
was dead long l>eforc his natural death. 1 consider an 
anthour'a literury imputation to be alive only while his 
iiainc will injure a gi>od ]>rirtr Uir hi< co)iy fittm the 
hivikselk-r^- T will gut yoii (iti .luhnvon,) a hundred 
gitinciU for mTiy thin^ wH»t4rv<*r that yoii ^hfili write, if 
yon put your imim- tci {{," 

Dr. GoMsniith'* new pl»y, " She Stoops loComjucr" 
brin^ mentioned; Johnson* *' I know of no conWj 
for many years that \\ns M much exhilarated on audi- 
ence, that has answered so much the great i-nd of 
comedy— *niifckiT}^ an audience merry.'* 

Colil^imith having said, that Garrick'a comjilinkent lo 
lite Qi«*H, whii^li he intriHliiced inlo (he play iif * Tlie 
dianccs/ which he h.-id alteretl and revhusl iliis year, 
was mean and Rro« flatU'ry ;^^lo]iv.^OM. " Why, Sir, 
I would not irrj/e, I would not give solemnly under niy 
hand, a character t>eyond what I thought really true ; 
but a *t>ti'ch en the ftagc, let it flatter ever so cxtrava* 
gantJy, b formular, It has always been formnlar to 
fl-itt^r King^ A»d Queeiw; m much 5o» that even !n 
our churrh-?ierTitT we luive ' our mn»t rrli^i<xts Kinj^,' 
used indiscri mi [lately, whoever i* King. N'ay, they 
rven flatter t^ieni«e1vei ;**' we have (kiii gracioti^y 
plea^ togi^nt.' " 
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No modem Satterj, hovever, is so gross s that of 
the AugustAn age, vh»e the Empetour was deified. 
' PrtEscnt DivuM habcbitur AmguUuM^ And as to 
meanncBi^ (luiDg ioto wannUi) bow u it mem in a 
plajrer, — a diowiiiaD, — a feDow who exhilals hinuylf for 
a shilliog-, to flatter his Que«] ? The attempt, indeed, 
was dangerous ; for if it had missed, what became of 
Garridt, and what became of the Queen ? As Sir 
William Temple says of a gre^ Cen^^, it is Decessary 
not only that his designs be fivmed in a masterly man- 
ner, but that they should be attended with success. Sir» 
it is right, at a time when the Royal Family is not ge- 
nerally liked, to let it be seen that the people like at 
least one of them.** Sir Joshua ReVnolds. '* 1 do 
not percrive why the professioa of a player should be 
deqiised; fin the great and ultimate end of all the em- 
jdoyments of mankind is to produce amusement. Gar- 
ride produces more amusement than any body," Bos* 
WELL. " You aay. Dr. Johnson, that Garrick exhilutt 
faioiBelf for a Bhilling. In this respect he is only on a 
footing with a lawyer who exhibits himself for his fee> 
and even will maintain any nonsense or ^)surdity, if 
the case require it. Ganick refuses a play or a part 
which he does not like : a lawyer never refuses." John« 
BON. " Why, Sir, what does this prove? only that a 
lawyer is worse. Boswell is now like Jack in ' The 
Ta^ of a Tub/ who, when he is puzzled by an argu- 
ment, bangs himself. He thinks I shall cut him down, 
but 111 let him hang." (laughing vociferously.) Sir Jcn 
SHUA Reynolds. " Mn Boswell thinks that the pro- 
fession of a lawyer being unquestionably honourable, if 
he can show the profession of a player to be more ho-* 
nourable, he proves his argument." 

On Friday, April 30, 1 dined with him at Mr. Beau- 
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clcrk'ft, where were I^ord Ch&rlriAont, Sir Joahua Rcy« 
nolds^ and some more members of the Ijtebaby CluBv 
whom he had obligingly invited to meet me. a5 1 wa* 
llii? rvemiTg to be LdloUed for as cnudkkte for admb- 
stun rntii tliut dihtiiv^uiitli^il NtitiH^r. iulitiMim bad done 
mi' the hoaoiir lo propocw me, nnd Bc'iiuchrk v^as wry 
zealous fur tne. 

Goldsmith beiaf* mentioned : JOHNSOK, *' It is 
ftmadn^ how little Goldsmith knows. He suhlon 
comes where he is not more i^onmt than any one else." 
Siu Joshua RrA'NOi.DS. " Vet there is no man whoM 
company is more liked/' JOHNSON. " To be sarcr 
Sir. When j)ei:>]i]i- find & man of the most distin- 
guinlied idiilitM^ a» a unter, flieir iiiferiour while be U 
with tiiem, it muit be higlily Kratirying to tlieiii. 
AVlmt Gold«fniih eotnicnlly »fly» of himtelf i* vefy true, 
—he ttlwoy* get* ibc belter wIko ho arj^'H alone; 
meaning;, that he is master of a subject in his study, tad 
can write well upon it ; but when he comes into com-* 
puny, gTow^ eonfuMrd. and unable to talk. Take him 
us a poet* his ' Traveller' is a very tine pcribnnancc: 
ay, and m i« btA * De^ertad ViUage/ were it not aome- 
liiiies too luurb tl»e echo of his ' Tnivi-lh-rJ Wniriher^ 
itKh^-d, we take him as a poet,^-as a comick writer,— 
or as OR biictorian^ he ^tandn io ttie first claxs.*^ Bos^ 
WKi-U " An historian ' My dear Sir, you surely wiU 
aot rank his compilation of the Roman History itith 
the works of other historians of this age ? " JoilNSOK. 
•* Why, who arc before him?" BosirKLr. "Hume, 
— RotirrtMfi, — Lord Lyttelton/' Jounsok, (His aa- 
tipathy to the Sc'otelt Ikt^inning to rii^e.) *' I have not 
read fltititr; but, dciiibtlc^, {^old.iinflh^ Htscoj-y i« 
belter than the vtrbtage of Roberuon, or the foppcrj 
of DaJrymple." BoswELl- " Will you not iidmit the 
S4i|>eriority of Robet1»0D, in whose history we find such 
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pfiMHi^lIf^n — nirli pamling?" JonNMN't ''Sin you 
must rntHiJer liow that |>enetnitt<in and that pninling 
mv employ^. It is not hulory. it U iniftgioalion. He 
wlio deftcriliefl what Im? never aaw, draws from fancy, 
RolK-rl«i>n puintd rnindv dm Sir Jojitia paints fac^ in a 
hirf4irjr-pie«e : he ima^nrs an hcroii'Jc coufrtcnnTKf, 
VtHi nnurt look upon Korvrl^Hi's work ^ ro%naiKc, ontl 
lr>'itbr that standard, Htstorj: it it not, Bcatdes. 
Sir, it IS the fri^'^t cx<x-Ucilcc of a writi-r to put into ht% 
Imok as much m hh l>ook ttill hoUt {.^Muniih has 
donr thu \n \\is liistniy, Novr Rolicitaiin might have 
put titire as mufti into his book. Rolieft?^) h like a 
tium M-hit Uii% jmvVn\ K^^^ !■> wool: llir vcnoi tiikc?: up 
men* mom thati the gold. No, Sir; I alft-ay^ ihonf^ht 
Robertson would be crushed by hisoim iirci;;lil, — would 
be hiiric^ under his own omacnent9i. Goldsmith tells 
you ahoHly all you want to knovr : Kobcrtw^n <1etain5 
you a great deal too )on^. No man will read Robert- 
»on's cumtux>tn detail n aeeondtime: but GoldsmUhV 
plain narmtUc will pl^ttse n^ain ami ai^in. f would 
say to Roliertsau what an old tutor of a <^*ol1c^ iiaid to 
one oFliis pupiLc: ' Itnul over your com jioaitintB, and 
wherever you meet with a pa^ta^ which you think is 
particularlr 6ne, &tnko H out/ Goidainth's abridj^ 
mcDt is better than that of Lucioa Floras or Eutro- 
pius; and I will vcntuiv to &ay« that if you compare 
him with Vcrtot, in the Minte phko-s of the Rnmon 
Htviiiry, yiai will find ihnt !w exrel** Vertex, ^r, he 
bait the art of (vmipilin^, and of «ayiu^- ev^f thln^ he 
has to say in a pleasing manner. He b now writing 
a Natural History, atKi will onake it as entertaining as 
A Pcman Tide." 

I cuntiut dismiss the present topick without observing, 
that ti i» pi^>ahle that l>r. Johnson, who owned that 
bcdleij " ulketl for vitlun%" rather urged ptfcu«ble 
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oJjJeciiofis t<i Dr. RiilierUon'a excellent hutoncal woTfcf*< 
io tli€ ardour of contest, tlifin ex|imsed liis real mid 
decided opinion ; for it Is not emy to suppose, that lie 
should »o vrideiy iliffer from the rest of iIm* litemrj 
ft'orld. 

JonsiON, " I remember once liuing with Goldsmith 
in Wc^ttniiister-iibbex. \\Ut\c wc summed the Foct»* 
Ccmer I siiid to him. 

When wc got to Ti-iii|il<?-lNir, he fttof>|>etl n>c, |KitQtcd 
to i\w ht-'iui^ upon it, and slJIy whisiM-n-d me, 

Johnson pmiied John Bunyan highlv, " His ' Pil- 
grim's Progress' bus ^rent merit, Ijoth for inveution, 
ima^nalion, and the eonduct of Uic ^lory : and it bai 
hud xl\c Ik-si endeijc^ of its merit, Uic gE^nerul ui>d con- 
tinued approbation of mankind. lew book&, 1 believe, 
luivc had a more extuiMvc sale, it is remarkable, that 
it begins ver>' much like the poem of Dante ; yet there 
waA notran^ation of l>ante when Bunyan n^rote. There 
i« rcriufun ut tltJnk that he had read Spenser." 

A pra]K)Gition which had been agitated, that monu- 
menu to eminent pL-r^on« i>h<}uldi for the time lo euine* 
be ciNxted in St. Pauf s church as well as in Wcst- 
minEtcr-abbey, was mentioned; and it vriis lul^edt who 
^ouM be fionourcd by having Jiis monument first 
erected there. Somebody suggested Pojr. Jous^sox. 
" Why, Sir, as Pope wah u Roiniin Catholiek, I would 
not Uive his to be finl. 1 tbiok MUtonS ratber BliouLd 
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have the preccdcDCC** I think more highly of him now 
than 1 did at twenty. Thi^rc in ranrr thinking in htm 
rod in Butk-r, ihan in nnyofour }K)ets,'' 

Some of the compajiy exp«¥4G!«d a. wtmAcr why llie 
authour oi fto cxcclk'Dt a liook as * Tbe Wliok Duly of 
Man/ NhcHitd conc1^al himself.' JoirNsox. *''lT»ere 
mny be diff^rpnt reasons a^sipted for thif. any one ol^ 
vhich would he very sufficient. He may have licen a 
dcrgyman* and may have thought that his religious 
counsels would have less weight when known to come 
from a man whose profession Wfis Theology, He may 
liiivi< \n^^n a ninn whmc pnirlirx* wii?t nut stiiUtlile Ur 
his prinriples, so that his chatraeter mij^ht injiirr llie 
effort ofhU liook, wlacfa he htiA written in a season of 
pcnitijnec. Or he may have been a man of righl MSlf" 
denial, so that he would have no reward for his pious 
lahi^nni while in this world, but refer it aU to a future 

^ Th4* getitU*itii<n werd awxy to iheir dub, ami J waft 
left at B«iiidtrk'» till the fate of my dccliou should he 
announced to me. I sat in a state of anxiety which 
even the charming convcrsoiion of I^y IJi Beauclerk 
could not entirely dissipate. Jn a short time 1 received 
the agreeable intciUgenre that 1 was dMacn, I has- 
tened to the [ilacr of meeting, and was introduced to 
sudi a sodety us can seldom lie found. Mr. Edmund 
Burke, whom I then saw fur the firat time, and whose 



* llerc i% another inauncc of hii lii^ pdainicion uf Nfjlcon w a 
Po«l,notvnth>tandinghuJuat nlitioft«(ic« oTlhat twr IlepiibJirana 
pftlhkil prltKifjIfs. lib candoar snd dUcriotfcrallda arc equally 
conApicuouii. Lft m hear ao mere «r hi* " iaJutUce to Milton, " 

• [In a murascrip[ ii ihf Itortlrian Library MTtml circumftin»cc>i 
arc HUUtf, wbch strongLf indinc nc to bclivtv that Dr. Acceptcii 
Frtwtfrt, Arclilitilio)) of Vork, wM ihoauthouTofihUworL. Malov*.} 
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splcrJid tnlcnt* b^d \o%}^ made mv ardently wbh for 
bifi acquainUncc: Dr. Xufjent^ Mr. Garrick, Dr. Gold- 
SRiith, Mr.<«Rcrward9Sir Willinin) Jones, andth<:coin< 
pany wilh whom 1 Iind dined. Upon my entrance. 
Jcihnaon |)1accd himself behind n chain on yrhich he 
learned ax on :t desk 4)r pulpit, and with humourous 
formiLlity;^ve mi? n ChargCt \Kihiiu:^ tnti the conduct 
expected from me as a ^od mcinl*er of ihb cluK t 

Goldsmith pi-oduccd some very zdAurd vei^ses which 
had been ptiblickly recited to an audicncx: for tiioncy. 
JoHNsox. " 1 cjtn matdi thin nonaenK. There wiu ft 
poem called * fiugcnio/ which came out sonic years 
Bgo, £rad coadtides thus : 

' And now. )c trifling, ttflf-auuming clv^ri, 

* Brimful of iirtdv* oriNrthing, o( yt>t)n«tv^ 
' Siinxy }^»f:cni«\ wvf h'tva vci aii<i o'er, 
' Thvn link into yoLirtvlvcB, and be no mote,'* 

Xiiy, Drydfrn, in his poem on the ItoyaJ Suarty^Jhas 
IheM lines: 

' Then we upim our g1o4ie*t lut vn-^ thftll go, 

* AndvcfT (h« vcc^n Ifitninj^on the akv ■ 
' fn>ni IhvrcF our rot^inj^ n^'ighboun w; sUtli Inow, 

' And oa Ihc Ignor world Kcurdy pty-*'* 



* Dr J<»bn*on'« incmorx hat wn» not pcrrrt-ityiux unite : " E«ct* 
tjla" dor« Tini conHudv thu«. Th«rv arc ti^ht more hncn nflcr itic 
ttiAi of tho%c quoted by him; ond (he iiauagc vrhkh he mcnni ii> 

'* Say now yt Bvltcrini;:. poor osnuming clvc*. 
'* SUri full uf pridr, of(n\\y. nf^i:i»nf[v«« ; 
"Say wfierun the vr^ichof uJ] yourimpio-js citw 
" Wtindarei cfflifRiiilhiii«hnnici«r(o vi«w? 
" Behold KtijEcniOi tiew him cr'cr nndo'cr, 
"Then link iolo i«ur*o-lT*«, aini b* no mort/' 

Mr. Rfvdinfunniinethal the Aulboui DrKaseniD,Tbon]juBrerhp 
a Wine Nf«rehunt at U'rcxham in l)«Qt>ixhihjre, toon after it* putr- 
Jidtion. viz. ITih Muy. 17.17, cut hk own thriMil: jnd ihniitjip* 
prnn by Swtft'a Worii, thoC the poem hnd been ihewn u> him, «Ad 
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Talking of |mn«, Johnsun, w)if> bad a ^r^ftt con- 
Icmjit for that species of wit, deigned to allow that 
there was oou f^ood pun in "Menogiann," 1 thiDk on 
UiG vord c^rps* 

AFuch plrasant cDiivcrsation passed^ whidi JoboaOB 
nUshcd with ^^rail grMxl biunour IIul Ma cnnvn^a- 
tion donp, or wlmtlrd to tt, cv wa-miRt4*i-vi'cn'cn with it, 
b tho IiLtsiiie^ or thi* vFurk. 

On Saturtluy, Mny 1, wc dined by ourve)v«« at 
our old rrndesvous, the Mttrc tavern. I te was placid, 
but Dcit much disposed to talk. He oltsarval^ that 
" ITie Iriili tnix better with the English than the 
ScotcJi do; their laiigiift|:e i^ nearer to Hngliih; aft a 
proof of wliich, they sneered vt-ry well <i& pUijrei^, 
which SeotcliiiKrw do m*l. 'ITien^ Sir, they have not 
that extreme nalioaalitj which we find in the Scotch. 
I will do you, Boswell, the Justice to say, that rou are 



rcctivcd Min* of hU corredion*. iohmoa h>ul nad ^ £«gciiia'' ua 
hbi Urn coinitt|:[ to Uivn. far wc ttt ii airniiAnf d ic onp of h'u. trt- 
len t^ Mr. CdWi *W«fi hi* l>c«i iiueriTd in thit work. 

i I foffntfrly ihougfit chit \ huJ, prrh^pi. mi>>uLen t>iir tn^n^ Bnil 
imvgincd it to br Cvr^it from its Minilarjiy ofBoufKl Lo ih« rfM one. 
I'or aa «ccim1r nncJ ihrrwr) unknmrn gtnrkman, lo vrliom | av lo* 
dcbtcdfcraome rcjnnrhioo mrwork, obicrrci on Ihi* p«iuAcc"Q. 
if BOI en th« vmrd, FonY A «<>nrtn>^ Vtttict pnachtt uid of 
Bdanklove; 'h ^ttdttt Jbit 6iea^ et moi ^tra^/^/ — Mvcr^uaa. 
SmiUm ATiM\loif« Litt«raim> Anick, Bounlalouc.'' Dot my ia-- 
H«iLif>uHandcib1i^n^corr<?h|H>nik'n1, Mt. AbruivrnbirorPbiln^TlptiEL, 
ku poinkd OKtloJnc thclollowin|; (juuagc in ''M«w^an«;" irbich 
renriemhr pr«^Ff|ing n>n}rciurr vnn»ceuaiy, uod cjnSnpt myorl- 
ginnl *Ulrmcn1 : 

"Mnrl"'* d« Bountonar, ChonAm««io dc neirarenovi^ vranli d'm- 
ttadn: un (Jiicoun pkin dr feu ct d'raphL mnit ^t pc* lolidc; et 
ire« irivgnlier Vov df voti amir*, qui y prfnoil Inttrvt pour I'on- 
Jeur, Ini dil vu KKtMi* *[^h b>icn. MmT** qoe voov «ciD%k-t i1 de 
Ct^evooi veaor d"enteiidf*? Quil y *d'CT|>iil?— n y a lant, rt- 
podit Ua^v de Bowtloonr. ^Q« )c b> w pMt vu de c&rjnr U«- 
■H^in. totae H. p. ««. Aa«Cf nl- 17 19. 



the most unscoitijicd of yoiir cduntrynwn. Yoii &rv 
ilmost tlie onJy inatftDce of a Scotchmfln that I hftre 
kbovrn, wlio did not at cvovy oUter aenlence bfing id 
BOtnc other Scotchmao.'' 

Wc drank ten with Mrs. WilUanw. 1 introdinrcd 
a qocstjiHi which has Ix^cn much nQitatcd in the Church 
of SctftiAiul, wheOiifi L)ie clatmof laj--|iBtronslo {nx^iicnt 
ioiiiUt<fre lo pfiruhc^ Ik* w**11 fomult^d; and siip|iDshig it 
to lie well foundod, whether it ought to be excrc-Med 
wiUukUt the concurrence of the people? Thai Church 
i» composed oin scries of judicatures: a Presh>iery,^a 
Synod, and finally, a General A^ccnhly ; before aU of 
whidi, this matter may be conteDded: and in soniccascs 
tlic PresTiytery having rcfiisei] tn induct or settle, as 
they call it. the jiei'^on pivsented hy the patron^ it hax 
been found necewiry to ap^K^al to UieGentfnd A^^mbly. 
He Hitd» I init^hi sec the Bulijoct wcU tn'ated in tlie 
■*J)efetice of Pluralities;" — and although he thot^t 
that a patft)n should exerdTie his n^ht with tenderness 
to ttic iaclinaliont ot^ the pcc^lc of a pariah, he was vcrjr 
dear as to hb right. Ttteii ^ujijiosin;;: the qucMion to 
be plemled liefiin^ the Gei»rr<il A»t'iii1>lyr he diiiat«^ 
to me what foltowa: 

*'Ac;AiNSTthe ripht of patrons is eominonly of^torved, 
the inferior judicntures, llie plea of conscience- 
heir conscience tells Iheni, that the people ought to 
choose their pastor; their comciencc tells thcm» that 
ought not to iTiipose upon a con^^arion d nvinis* 
ingnteful and n<iue<:r'ptalilc t» hit aiiditom. (*on- 
neiwebniitlitn^mon'thnnaeoiivictioTirelt hy uunt-kcs 
of sotnethtni; to be doDe^ or sotrahin^ to he avoided; 
in ffue^ljons of simple unptrplexed morality, eon- 
ience is very often a guide that may be trueted, Bttt 
conscieiict: can dclercDine, the state of the qDca* 
txm ia aiippotcd to be completely known. In que^tioiu 
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of Iaw, qt of flbct, conscience U verj* often confounded 
vith opinion. No mnn^ coif«ciciKt ctin tcJl him ihe 
right oi' another man; Htcy must Iw known b>' mtional 
inTc^igatioti or hj,storical enquiry. O|nnion, whicti he 
that holds it may coU his conscience, may teach some 
ineii Ih^t religion wotilil be jimiiLnit^il, nnjl (ititH |>rc- 
«en«i, hjf granting U* thr |ifO|jI*» uriivcrKally ihc choicK? 
of tlirir miniAtei-?4. Bui it U a conscience very ill in* 
formed that violates the rights of one mnn, for the 
convenience of another. Religion cannot be |>roiiiored 
by injustice; and it vnis never yi-t found that a i>opular 
election wsA very quietly transacted. 

"ThAt justice would be vioL-ited by transferring to 
the |>e(>plc the ri^lil of patronaf^^c, is a|i|tjiT\'rt to all 
who krmiv vrhence that right had its original. The 
rif{1it of piLtronut^ vfn* not at fimt a privilege torn by 
power from unrc^islinj^ poverty. It U not au nathority 
at fir^t Uiturped in times of ic-nomnce, and eslabljfihed 
only hy mccettMOii and hy prcccdenbL It a not a grant 
copriciousty made from a higher tyrant to a Bower. It 
15 a right dearly purchased by tlic 6rflt |M>MC«or». nul 
Jn»liy iirlit-ntiil hy ibosr thiit mh iH-t-iled Uicia- When 
Christianity vras e«la1ilisht"d in this inhiiid, a regtitnr 
mode or public worship rvat prescribed. Public wur^hip 
requires a public place; and Iht* propnetors of lands, as 
tiicy were convertt-ti, built churches for their families 
and their vassaU. For the maint<:nance of utnUterst 
they vtlh-il a certain pnrtion of ll.ifir laiid&i ain) a dis- 
trit't, IbntMtgh tihiHi enrh niiniiitrr wn% ixH\uired to 
ncteitd his care, n'a*^ by that cinnmscripiMin, consti- 
tmed a parish, ThiH i> a position so generoQy nceived 
in England, liial the exU-nt of a matior and of « pnri^h 
tat ix;pulflriy received for each other The churches 
which the |ax>prktor» of latwlft hj«d thin Imtit ai>d thta 
endowed, they justly thought themxrivcs entitled to 
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provide u-itli tniiiutci^; and uticre the epi^copial govern- 
ment prevails, the Bishop has no power to reject a man 
nominulnl hy the patroD, but for acinc criuic tlmt 
migJit exclude liuii from thr priesthood. For the ert- 
doivmcnt oV the cliurth l>ch»g the gift, of Uie litndlordr 
he was consequentlj' at hbertj togite it aecon1j[]^ to 
his c}ioic«}, to uny m»n eapaUc of pcrformiti^ the iiuly 
offices. Xlie people did Dot choodc him, because the 
pcDpJo did not piiy him. 

'MVc hear it scmctimes urged, thftt this origtn,-il 
right is [mv>ed out of iiitrjiior^', nml l* ublitc-niU-Ll aiul 
obsiHia-d hy manjr tmrishitiotift of prDprrt^ Atid djiuigc::i 
of government ; that scarce any church ts now in the 
h:itiiJH of the hciri of tlic huiLdor« ; and that lh<; present 
pcrsQiis have entered eulucfiuently upon the pretended 
ri;fhu by n thou^iid acddcntal and unknown cause*, 
^luch of thb. perhaps, is true. Hut how ia tbc right 
of patronage cxlin^Lthcd? Jt the rl^ht followed the 
lands, it h possct^scd by the umc equity by which tlic 
hitnln ai'c poiS?ie&scd, It i^, in effect^ part of the n]aDoi% 
and pri>teLitd by the Kinie biWM with o^ery otbor privU 
kfje, ixt tw suppose nn estate forfeited by tix^ason, 
and granted by the Crown to a new family. With the 
lands were forfeited oil the rights appendant to those 
laud^; by the same power that gvanta tbc Iflrid^, tiie 
rights aImi arc gnintod. Tbc right loj»t to the |>atroa 
fnlU not to the people, but is either retained by the 
Crown, or, what to the people is the wnie thing, is by 
the Crown given away. Let it. change h^ind^i ever so 
often, it IS pod»c«sed l>y him thctt reu-jves it with the 
same right as it was coavcyed. It may, indeed, like 
oil oar jiovtc'^^cin^ l*e forcibly sdj«xl or iVaudulentljr 
obtained. But uo Injjuy is &t]ll don:; to the pco^ilc; 
for what they never had, they hare never losU Caius may 
usurp the riglit of Titiun, but neither Caiut nor TItius 
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Ii\}ure the |kco|dc; and no maa's nmscience, honerer 
Ifitder or liowevcr actirc, can pmrnpl liim to n-^toit 
what mny lie provetl to linve bt*cii never taken sivray. 
$vi|i|XKiiii(^, wliat 1 think cannot be proved, that a 
populfir election of minHt4^nt were to be dcsiird, otir 
dcairc5 ore rtot the mwisurc of equity. It were to be 
def»iTC<l that power should Ixr (mly in the hai>d5 of ihc 
mciriftU, and nchc!S in the pmiHruion of thr gcnrrous; 
but t)]e Inw mufit ksvc Ijoth riches and [lower vrhere it 
find* them: and must oftpti leare riehei with Ute cove- 
tous, and poncr with Uic cruel. 0>nreniencc may be 
a nde in little things^ where no other rule has Iwcn 
C»lid>lisbed. But as Die great end of government h to 
giTc ever)* man hi^ own, no inconrcntcncc is greater than 
that of making right uncertain* Nor is any man more 
an rneiny to pu1ilic|ieuce, lh»n he who fills wcjik hnuLs 
with imngiiiJirv clnrms and btFoks the scries of citil 
suburdi nation, by inciting the lower clanet of mankind 
to encroach upon tlie higher. 

•• llAvin^ thus shown that the right of patronn;*^ 
bcincj originally j«ircha5cd, may be Ic^^ally transrerrcd, 
and that it is now in the !muds of lawful po^^c^sors, at 
lemt m certainly ust any other rigfit; — we have left to 
the nclr(K?alc5 cf the pi.'Oph- iin aihvr ph-n tlian that of 
convenioncv. i-et us, then-fore, now consider what the 
people would redly gain by a gcrieral abolition of the 
right of patronage. What b mwt to be desired by 
auch a change is, that the country should be Mipplied 
Willi IicLtLT mintsters. But why thouhl we -uipfiufic iJmt 
the jiarUli will make a wiser clioii^ thtin t)ie patron? 
If we suppose mankind actuated by intefe«t. the |>atnm 
Ji moTC likely to chooae with enution, b«CWR9 be vQl 
niflcr more by cboodng wrong. By the Jlflcleodg of 
hu minUter, or by tu» vice^ he i<c equally oAi-ndeil with 
the rest of Uie congrcgatjon ; Ijut he will have this rev* 
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Hon mon- tn Inim'nt tUrntt fhjit iTit-j- will Vr imputed to 
kU absurdity or corruption. The qLtalificationt of A 
mmifiUT src well Icnou-n to he Jearnmf^ and piety. Of 
Jus learrun^ the patron is probably the only jud^ in 
the parish; and of his piety notle^aa judge than others ; 
and IS mnrc likely to enquire minutely and dili^entJy 
before lie givt-n a |iRM(nitjitiiJti, thhn out; i>f the |KiinH:hial 
rahbW, who can give notbtiig hut a voir. It may be 
Wf^, that ihoii^h the parish nii^ht not choose better 
minrvtcrs lliey would at leatt choose mini^tei^ vtliom 
they Ukc better, and wlio would therefore officiate with 
effincj. That ignorance and perTerscBea 
Id atways obtain ivhat they like, was never conni- 
erwl as the end of govemmetit : of whieh it is the 
gre^t and fctai>din^ lit-nefH, that the w\%e tee for the 
flifnpU.% and the n-j^uUir act for the capricious. Bat 
thai thi!c ar^iimem «uppoNes the peo|»le capable of judg- 
ing, and resolute to act aceordinj; to thdr \Ksi judfje* 
vient», thougii this be tufficientJy ohAurd, it is not aQ 
its absurdity. It supposes not only wisdom, but unani- 
BiHy in those, who ujron no other occaAjon» an- unani- 
■touH or wiv*. If by stuur. "^tnuigp nnjein'ix-nrr M tin; 
ttiMces of a pnrnh should unite in the choice of any 
single man, though I could not eharf^ the [latron wtlh 
injuKtice H^r prefientiuj^ a minister. I should censure 
him 1114 unkind and injudiciouff. But, it >m evident, 
that as in all other |ioinjlar elections there will be con- 
Irariety of judgement and acrimoqiy of |iiiHdiiii, a |iarifh 
Upon erery vacancy would tiirak into fncti<wiv, mid the 
cuntest &rr llie diotee of a minister would set neigh- 
bours nc variance, and brtn^ difeord into families. The 
inistcr would be taught all the arts of a candidate, 
euld flatter some, and bribe others ; and the electors, 
•s in all other cases, would call for holidays and al^, 
and break thebe«<b of each oilier during the jollity of 
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•mm T-jcai VK3SI him viB cuter the cliurdi vhh 
bead and dowa^at ejes a&aid to cDcounter 
VA Df9*lilMj«ir br whose rote aod inflimsce be hu been 
^nxpoivefed. He will hate his neighbour for opposing 
1m, attd hif miiiister for baring |mspered br the oppo- 
^aamz mdasfaewlUiieTersechiinbiit with pain, he will 
■crer ?ee bioi hot with hatmL <^ m minister presented 
h^ the palra% the parub has sddom anj thing worse to 
^n-thzntbaStbevdii Dot know hioL Of aminbterchosoa 
In- a |r^^*** contcft, all tboise who do not &rour him, 
bai« nu-sed up in tbeir boKws priociplea of hatred and 
wrmatK of reyectNa- Ai^rr is excited pnncipatir bj 
fvide. Tbe piide cT a cammoa man is rcfr bttle exas- 
perated br the soppwed itsnrpatioQ of an acknowledged 
tmpamiT. He bean cnbr his little share of a general 
eril, and suffers in common with the whole parish : 
but when tbe contesl is between equals tbe defeat has 
'■tanj aggravations ; and he that is defeated bv his next 
Deigfaliour, is seldom satisfied without some rerenge i 
and it is hard to saj- what bittemess of malignitr 
would prevail id a pari^ where these elections should 
happen to be frequent, and tbe enmity of oppoaitioa 
ihould f«e re-kindled before it had cooled." 

Though I prevent to my readers Dr, Johnson's mas- 
terly thoughts on the subject, 1 think it proper to de- 
<iari% that notwithstanding I am myself a lay-patron, I 
do fjfit entirely subscribe to bis ojunion. 

Of I Friday, May 7, I breakCuted with him at &fr. 
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Thmlc'A ill tl>c Borough. While wc were alAiie, I en* 

deavoumi a<i well as I could to iipoloj^jse for n \m\j who 

[hskd htH-[i (Itroivet^ rrom hc^r liii^hiuu! hy net of PaHih- 

icnt. I raid, thst !ic hail ci^otl her very ilL h&d bo* 

lliaved lirutdJIy to her, and that i^it could not continue 

live with him without huvin^ her delicacy coritomi- 
!«alcci ; that all aJicction lor him was thus destroyed ; 
that the cftdenot; of coujiiga) vntuii h&hig gone, there 
remained only u cold form, a mt-iij civil oUigiUion ; 
that the vr^ti in the prinie of life-^ with rjnslitif's to pro 
diice lia(ipines«: that thei^f otight not to be lost: n»d, 
that ihc f;ciuleiiiuii on whocc account »h<* wnt dii'orccd 
liad fitted her he^rt while thus unhapj>ily ghunted. 
^Seduced, iterhaps* by the chanai €f the hidy in ques- 
tion, 1 thu« attempted (o palliate what 1 was sci^siblc 
couhl not bcju^tilicd; fitrwhcn 1 hud finished my ha- 
ran^ie. my %"cncrab!e friend gnvc mc a propti' check : 

My dear Sir, never accustom your mind to mingle 
virtue and vlec. The woinon'ti a Hhoi¥, and Ihere'x 
An end oti't,*' 

lie deflcribed the fatlier of one of his friends thta: 

Sir, he was so cxul»erant a Udker at puhlick nK^-t. 
in^, that the gentlemen of his county were afraid of 
hiiD. Nd business could be done for his declamation.'" 

Me <lid not give me full credit when I niintioned that 
I had carried mi a ^liort coiivei^iatlon by tAffi* viiih 
«umc E^(^uimaux» who were tliiti in Ixmlon, pitrtieu- 
larl>- with one of lliem who wa* a priest. He thought 
I could not mttkc tiKm uoder^tand mc. N<» man was 
tDore incredulous aa to porticular facts, which w^re at 
oil extraoniinary ; find tlierrfoi'e no man wav more 
scrupulously iiic{ni^(iTep in order to diMiover the 
Inilb. 

I dirwd with him this day at the hon«u of my fHendt^ 
MiPaiiieurs Kdward and CliarleA DiUy, bi^wllcrs in Uie 
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PoTiltry : Uvere wrrt prMcnt* their <4dcr brofhi^r >fir, 
Dilly of IVtlfordshire, Dr. GoMsmith, Mr. iMn^ttm, 
Mr. Claxton* Reverend Hr, Muyn, a di;tKt-ntin^ mTiiix- 
ter, the R<*vi*ivij(l Mr Toplady, and my friciKl the 
Reverend Mr. Temple, 

HunkL?sivc)rlh*^ compilation of Ihc royagrs to tJ»e 
Soulf] Si."o being mentioned : — JoHNso\\ " Sir if tob 
talk of it fts a subject of commerce, it wiU be >psii>fii] ; 
if jia a b<M>k that U to jncrciuc hiiinj»i knowledge, I 
helitrvr therr trill not \w miMrli of tliat. I Taivkrswnrth 
can tell only what the voyagers h&re told tiim ; and 
thoy have found very little, ooly ooe new animal^ I 
tfaink." BoswELL. " But many hi«ecu, Sir^ Jouy- 
90S. " AVhy, Sir, os to iniccu« Ray reckons of British 
insects twenty tbou««ind specks* They mt^Ht have 
itaid at home and iliicovcre'd enou|i:h in that way/' 

Tftlkinj^ iif hinlH, I nu-ritiiHK-d Mr. l>tir>t'?i Barring- 
tunS ingoni'HT'* F-way against the recnTwl notimi (if 
their migration. Johnsok. " I think we have as p;aod 
evidence fur tlie migration of woodcocks as can be do* 
»ired. We find they di«flppcar at a certain lime of Uie 
year, and appear af;:atn at a certain time of the yc&r; 
and some of ttiem, Hlim ncnry in iUcir flight, ba 
been known to aliglit on the rigging of ships far out at 
sea-" One of the company obwrved, tlwl tiwre had 
been invunret of some of tl^em found in Kunimer In 
Enex- JoRXSoN. " Sir, that strengthens our argu 
ment. Ea^cplh probat rtguiam^ Some beint^ foai 
shews, that, if all remained many wouU be ftkund. JCi 
few aick or Inmc ones may be found.'* GoLMMrr 
** TIterc is a jiartial inigratiofi of tlir swallm^ ; tht 
stnjiiji^pr oi>e* mi|(ral4r, the others do not-" 

BosuKLL. "I am well iKvaired that the people of 
Otaheite who hare tl» trend trw.% the frail of whidi 
them for brend. Jou^ied heartily when they were 
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infomted of the tediou?i process nec^sfLarj- with tts to 
have breads — plowinjj, aon-ing, hnrrowin!-, m<tpiDg, 
thrcshini^. i^ndiuff, twkiii^/' Joiissos". •< \Vhj\ Sir, 
all i^cmiDt !»rflg€3 wiJl laugh when ihty nrc toW of 
Ifae adiADtai^s of ciriliznl life. Were you to tell iti^-n 
who li*tf vbithout hous-ei, how wc pilt? Iini4( u|Mtn lirirk, 
suid riif^rr u[Hiti riif)i-n ;tiiil that ntirr n housu is raised 
to & certain hd^ht, ti man tumbles olf a scaifold, and 
fareakii hU neck ; be would lAu^b heartily at our fdiy 
in buildini; ; hut it does not follow that men ore better 
without h€u»c3< No, Sir. (holding up a slice of a good 
h>af,^ thi» 15 Iwtter than the bread tree." 

lie re[>eAtod an Argiimrnt, u'hich is to )ie found m 
h\M '' Rjimblert" ag»inst the iiolion that tlif^ hnite crva« 
tioti is cndowwl with the f«cullj nf reason : ** bii^ 
build br instinct; they ni-vcr improvo; they build tl*eir 
first nest as well es any one tht*y ctpp build," Cold- 
SMITH. " Vet we aeo if >'ou take awny a l>irtl's nest 
with the cggB in it, she will make a slighter nest and 
lay again.'* Johnson^ " Sir, that i», because at firU 
■he bn^ Tull tin*i' and makes hrr nrst drlilw-mtoty. In 
the ca^e you mention she is pressed to lay, and must 
tberrforo aiak« her t»e«t qutekly, and cotu^uently it 
wiil l>c slif-hU* C^LDiMiTH. " 'I1>e nidifieation of 
birds is what is least known in natural hirttory, though 
oae oi' the most curioti* thtn^ in it," 

I iotrodaoed the stdiject nf tolention. Jonsflos. 
" Every vciely haji a riglit tn jirfvi'rvr public p'lm' nnd 
orAsr, nifd th<rrFfore has a good ri^ht 10 prohibit tlie 
pnyp^ptioa of opinions whidi havt.' a dan^rou:^ ten- 
dency. To say the magistrate has this rif^t, i« usinf; 
an iaadcqtnte word: it h iht tcciety for which the 
magtstnte is agent, lie may bo morally or theolo- 
gically wrong in n^trajniiig the propagation of opinions 
which Ike thinks dang^rmuitp Iwt he is |M>litically nglit." 
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nrligii 



LEid Hiat the 



titliHl to lil)er(y of conscictHTc 
maj^istratc cnnnot ixstmiii that nglit.*" Johnson, " Sir, 
I agrre with joii- Evt»ry ninn has n right to liberty cf 
conecknco, und with that the mAgistratc cantiot intc^ 
fcrc. Puojile confound lilK-rty of thinkin^^ wilh liberty 
cf talking: nay, with liljtrty of preaching. Krcry 
liuan has a physical right to think as he jileancA ; for it 
jnnnut tie didcovcncNJ hoiv bo tbirik.^. \\c ho?^ iK)t n 
[aioral rigbtt for lie ought to jiifoi-ni himself, nnd Ihitik 

latly. But, Sir, no itumilicr of n wcivty hfl» n right 
teach any doctrine raiitrary to what tlie society balds 
to be true- The ma|/uitnEte, 1 say, «uiy bt- wrong in 
[vfuit he thinks; hut \^'hile he thinks himself right, he 

ly aim] ought to ertlbrcc wlint he thinks." . Mayo. 

Then* Sir. ^e arc to mnaiii alwaj's in cn^our, ond 
tnilh nc%er can pre\-Ai1 ^ and the nta^i^trato was tight 
n pcrst-tuting the 6«^l Oiri*vtiiiiis^" JoiiSHrw. ■* Sir, 
[ibc only method by wliich rcligiouii truth cati be t^sUi- 
bliahcd is by mnrtyrdom. The magistrate has a ''■^bt 
^to enfoixx? what he ihiEiks; and iie who is con»eioui of 
the truth has a right to flulfer. I am afraid there is no 
other way of ascertaining the trulh, but by |)en»ccution 
on the one band and enduring It on the otbcr/* (jt>LD- 
AMirii. *' But Ik>w is a niiin lo act. Sir? Titough firmly 
convinced oftlte truth of hU doctrine, may lie not tliirik 
it wrong to expose himself to persecution? Has he a 

;bt to do so? H it not, n.i it were, conimilting voluii- 
^ttry stucidc?" Johnson. '' Sir* as to roluntAry ^ui- 
ddc, OS you call iti there arc twenty thoiuand men in 
an army wtto wiU go witliouL temple to be shot at> and 
mount a brmcb for fue-pcncc u day." Gou>5iiiTH. 
" But have t}iey a moral right to tin this?" Joftx&ON. 
** Nay, Sir, if you will not lake the univenial opinion 
of maiikimJt I have notbii^ to »ay. If mankind cantid 
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defend their own way of thinking, I cannot defend it. 

Sir. if o man is in doubt whether it would be better 

for him to expose himself to martjTdoni or not, he 

Alioidd nut du it ilc must be CAiiviiice<i tliat lie lia<i 

n deli-^iLmn from heaven." GoLDSSinrU- " I wouUl 

(consider wfR-llicr Uwit^ h tht- greittcr efiance of good or 

evil upon the whole. If I see a ninn who has fallen 

into « well, I would wish to help him oat; but if there 

is a fpTflter prohnhility that he Ahnl! pull me tn, ihjin 

that I shnll pull him out, 1 would not attempt it. So 

were 1 to go to I'urkcy, I nti^^ht wi^h to convert the 

Grand Signor to the Chmtian faith; but when J con- 

sitlered that I shotild probably be put to death without 

eiTecluatini^ my purpose? iu any degree. I should Veep 

mysrff qxiiet." Johnson. *' ^r,\an mutt con^idev tiiat 

we hare perftxt and imperfect obligutionfi. Perfect 

oblij*atior»i^ which arc generally not to do something, 

arc clear and |>05ttit'e; a.4« ' thou shall not kill/ But 

charity, for instance, is not definable by Htnits. It id a 

duty togive to thepoor; hut no man can my hoiv miirh 

BitotlKT khouhl give to the pour, or nhrn n man ha^ 

given too little to save his soul. Tn the same niamrer 

it is a duty to instinct the ignorant, and of eonftequenee 

to convert infidcla to Christianity ; but no man in the 

common course of things is obliged to cany this to 

AJch a dcgi-cc tt* to incur tJ>c danger of maityrdom, as 

no man i* obliged (o strip himself to the »hirl, in onler 

to give charity. I have «£id. that n man inii^ br pi>r- 

Buaded that lie Ims a [wrtiitdar delegation from hearen.** 

fioJ-n»MiTii. " How is this to he known? Our finrt re- 

fonnem^ who were burnt for not believing bread and 

wine to be CilRrsT." — JotlNsoK. (interrupting him.) 

■* Sirj they were not burnt for not believing bread and 

wine to be CHEt?tT, hut for in?iidlmg those who did be. 

it. And, Sir, wlirn the fintt rvfonnent liegim, th<'y 
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did j\<A intoixl to Ik martyred: aa mnaj oT tbem ran 
away as ciiuJd.*' Boswf.li.. " But, Sir» ttierp was votir 
catmtryiaaii tUvral, who you told me diaHt^ng^l Kiii^ 
Goar^ with his btook-guaitU, iiml tiU n*d-guards/' 
JoiDfsON. •• My coUDlrymao, Elwiil, iAr, should have 
been i^it ID th« «tock#: a proper pulpit for him; and 
he'd have hiul a numerous utidicncc. A man who 
prcfiches in Ihe Siocki w'\\\ clways have bcarcni imough." 
Bo3W£Li» " But Eknl thought himself iii the righu" 
JCHN50N. " Wc arc nol pmvijing for mad [>cs>pl<r; ihct^ 
an^ |iJac(^ fur Ihtiit in the Eii'ighbourlinod/' (infuning 
SIovHield?u) Mayo. " Biit, Sir, h it not very hard 
tlmt I ^hotild not be allowed to teach my children what 
iwaJiy bt-Jicvc to be the truth? ' JojutsOK, " Viliy, 
Sir. you mtfi^t contrive to tench your children exir^ 
Mcanddlum ; but* ^r, the magistrate, if be knows tti 
ImR a ri^ht to retrain you. Sup|MiAc you teach your 
duMirij to he Lliie^t^?" Mavo, ** Tiiia i* iimkiiij^ a 
Joke uf tl>e »ubfc<:t." JoilNaox. " Nay, Sir, takt; il 
thus:— that you te.ich thc-m the comumnily ofj^ooda: 
for which there are m many plausible niT^uinenU as for 
mo^t erroneous doctrine?. You leach thera that all 
tbinK« at hnt were in common, and that no man had 
ft ril^bt to any thing hut ah he lati) bia hanilH ufioit it ; 
and tbnt tbt« stilt is, or nu^tu to 1x% tin? rule amongst 
mankhnK Here, Sir^ y\>\\ Hap a great piinciple in mv- 
ciety, — property. And don't yo« think the mii^strate 
would have a ri|;;ht to prevent you? Or» euppoae yoa 
should tvach ^our children Uie notioti of the Adonitca, 
and they sJionJd run naked into the strret^ woukl not 
tl»e ma^tratc liave a nghl to Do^ 'em into their 
douhleu?'' Mavo. "I tiiink the ma^tmte ba« no 
right to interfere till lliere H wmr oTtrt act." Uoswr.i.r- 
** SOf Sir, though ho »ee» an eneii>y to the slate char^nif 
« MundcfbUM, he ia not to interier« till it is fired off ! " 
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Mayo. " He n»Hl lie Mire of iU direction fl^^iiut tim 
■tattf." JoHNsoK. " The iDagUlnUe h to jtidgi? of ihut 
— He luu no ri^t to restrain your tliijilciii^, becsiuM 
the evil cciil€r& in youraelf. If a man wen- sitting at 
tbu uUjIe, ivqU chopping o^' bis Jiogcrs, the niagutrate, 
as ^uaidUin of the commumty, has no auUiority to re- 
strain Jiioi, lioivcTc-r he might do itfroni kindnc&s lua 
paiviit.^TJiough, iodcL-dk u[)on wore conaideratiou, I. 
think be nuj; rs it in pmlmbip, thut he who i» chofK 
pif»g off his own finpmf, may soon jwoc^ed lo dwji otT 
those of other |>eople. If I tliink it ri^ht to %teol 
Mr. Diliy^a plate I am a bad man ; but he can say tH> 
thtn^ to me. li' 1 make au open deckratJoii that 1 
tbtiik BO, be will k<rp ine out of his house. If 1 put 
iortb my baiid^ 1 MiuU \>c Mat u> Xcwgatr. ThU m 
the ^adation o( thinki[ig, pretiurhing, Jind nctin^ : if a 
roan thinks enxineau^ly, he may kiT-p bis thoughts to 
hirtuclf, And nobody wiU trquble him; if he preachea 
erroneous doctrine, society may expel him ; if be acta 
in coQvoqucnoe of it, the Jaw takes place* aod lie ia 
bailed." Mayo. " But, Sir, ought not Christians to 
have lilh^rty oi" coiiAcitncc? " JuHSaoN. ** I have aU 
reality lriJ<l you KO, Sir. Yoti are eouiif^ botk i» whera 
you were,"* Busui^Li.. "* Or. Mayo is always takin^a 
return fw^t-ehaiKe, and f^oing the sta^ ov<-r a^^in. 
He has it at luUf-prii:*^.'* Jqiinhox. " J>r. Mayo, lika 
otiivr champiotks for aalifuited tok-ration, bus got a set 
of woixb,* Sir, it is uo matter. |>oUticaUy, whether tha 
magistrate be right or wrting. Suj^M^e a dub ^«ere ti» 



4J1 DdmimbtB uibyfct for lhe«Uf«iM<>f Ur. J«btiA«>i'4 pov^Wutabn- 
Cue*. Uc nctrr ftijirhoil -. baC, aA«r rriie-raicJ blun'Ji. rcaiAKiiriJ ii^«m- 
inpl^ unisovc^ iMOt tbcfinl. TbcAcmtinMiomof jL^hciaoa'agriukw 
flnhcd cftry timp h# wn ftirorl^ wiihnut hit rcrrlvlng abj iBjun. 
Hcncff lie obt*i»cd ihc epithet of TuKLaTuAavAirfit. 
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fcr formnl, to drink collision to King George the 
Third, and H liappy restoratioii to Char]^ the Third; 
tJiift would be VLT}- bad with respect to Ihc State; tnit 
every member of that club must cither conform to Us 
rules, or be turned out of it. Old BhxI^t, I reiiw^itiWr, 
tn&intains, that the mtt^i^Lr^ttr ^Itinild ' tolcmtc nil thingn 
that are tfjlei-jiblr/ Thi* In no i^ood definition of toleration 
tijwn nny |uii]cii>le ; but it bhoft's that be thought some 
thiofrs WOTC not tolerable/' Topi^adv. " Sir, you hare 
untwisted this difficult Mibjvtrt ivith greni dexterity/' 

During thb argument, Coldsn^ith sal in resUe«« ngi- 
tatioQ, tVom a wi^to ^t in end shinc^ Finding him- 
self excluded, he had tnkm his hat to ^ away, but re- 
mninecl fur siyvnK linn* vitb it in his hand^ like n grimes* 
tef^ n'bo, at the dose ofa long night, liitgen for a littte 
while, lo see if he can bare a fuvour&blc opening; to fuii&h 
with success. Once when he was be^nnini;? to ^pe^k, 
he found himttcif ovcrpovrercd by the lout! voice of 
Johnson, who vrsa at theoppomtc end of the table, nnd 
[ did not perceive Ooldsnutli's atlena])t. I'hui disappoint- 
ed ufhiH wbh to obtjiin tbc^ attention of the eiim|«ny. 
Goldsmith in a fur^idori tha'vr down liishiit, looking; an- 
grilj' at Johnson^ and exclaimed in a bitter tone, " TaikC 
tf:* When Toplady wn^i^irjr to^tpoak, Johnson utter- 
ed some ftound, wtiich led Goldsmith to think that he 
waslR'ginning iif^ain, nnJ tukin^ the; word* from Top- 
hdjr. Upon which, he seized this opportunity of vent- 
ing hi* own envy and hplern, tindi-r ihi- pn"t*'xt nf j«i|k 
porting HnoUitT |»-rKrin t " Sir» (said he to JohnRon,) the 
|fenth?inan has heard you patiently for an hour : pray 
allow u* now to hear him." Johnson. (rtettilyO " Sir, I 
was not inten-uptinsT the penllemftn. I wasonly giving 
hitna i^f^al of my oilention. Sir^you areimpcrtincnl/' 
Goldsmith made no rcpl>> but continued fai tJic company 
for somt? time. 
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A gentleman present veDturedto »9k Dr JohiiKoa if 
there was not u matrrtal difference ft« to tolcrftUoa of 
opirion* which lead to rtdion, and opinions mcrclj s|ie> 
cubtivc ; lor instuiicc, nould it be wrong in the magis- 
trate to tolerate these who prcat1uigam9t (he doctrine o£ 
OtK TitiviTY ? JuhnK>n wa8 higiil/ oflicndeil, and staid/ 
" I wonder. Sir, how ii gi^nth^miin uf^oiir pK-lj can in- 
troduce this subject in a mixed company." He tohl tne 
oAcrwurd^T Uiat the impropriety was, that perhaps aome 
of the company might Uay< talked on tlie suhject in sueh 
terms as might have shocked him ; or he might have 
been forced to Appear in their eyes a narrow*minded 
man. The gentleman, with submissive deference^ said, 
he had only hinted at the question fioni a deuiv to Iwar 
Dr. Johit»or)'.H opinion upon it. Johns*>n. ** Why, 
then. Sir, 1 think thuL peniiittiiig men to preach any 
<^inioncontr!ir}' to thi.> doctrine of the established church, 
tends, in a certain degree, to lessen the authority of the 
church, and consequently to lessen the intlucncc of re- 
ligion.'' ** It may be considered, {said the gentleman,^ 
whether it would not lie puliUck tn lo)er*tto in sucli n 
CBse.*' JuHNsoN. *' Sir, we have been talking of 7'j^Aj.- 
this is another question. I think it Is tiat |K>litick to 
tolerate in such a case." r 

Though he did not think it tit that so awful a sulv 
jcct nhould Ik: introduces! in u mixed company, and 
therefore at thin time waved the Uieologic^d que:ition; 
yet his ovrn ortht>dr>:i. Iieiief in thv wcred mysievy of the 
Tiasrrv is evinct^ beyond doubl, hy the following 
p&NUgr in bis private devotions: '^O LoKi>, hear my 
prayer^for Jesus Ciikjst's sake ; to whom, with thee 
and tlie Hoi,v Citosr, ihrcc ptnom aiidotic^iOD, be 
all honour and glory, world without end. Amen."** 

BoawELL- *' Pray, Mr. DlUy. howdoc* Dr. Lehtud's 
' Pnjrcrv ud Meditattoiu, p.40« 
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nntriry of IivUnd i«pU ? ** JoHN»ox. (Intntinff forth 
with a gienerouft indignation,) "' The Inah are in u 
laoct unnatural M^ite; for we lae there the mirKuitj 
pMvaifin^ over tbe majority. There e no inatance^ 
ivcn in the ten pcrvcutions, of mich scvciitj as that 
vhkh the iirolf^tfknts of TrcUnd have irxerdsed against 
Ihc Cathoticks. Dial we ifll tht^u we fuirtf rarvfuc-ml 
tbpm, it wuuhl be a^xiv4* boetd : to punish ihi-m by 
aonAibratton and other penalties, as irbriSr was tnoa- 
Mvoua injii«ttc^. King- A\1ltiam was not their UtrM 
nvrcign : be had i»ol bci'n Acknov/le%c-d by t*>e FarUa* 
■kent of Ireland, when they appeared in arms against 



' There ntggolc^) jaoinHhing iavuuralih; of the Roman 
Catholkks, Topladv. " Dow not theh- inTOL-Htioih of 
aunts iupfio>ee omnipresence in the ^nU ? " JoimsKm^ 
*' No, Sir; it suppoMs only pluti-prc^enc^; and when 
iparita are divested of matter, it seem« prohabJc that 
tbey should »ce with more (.-xtent than when in un en»> 
bodkd state. There is, thetrfoiv. no apprxiadi to an 
inr&fitcn of any of the divine attributes, iti tbe inroca* 
tiarnif <uitirU- Rut 1 ihitrk it h wi)I-w4»r>Ui|>, mid pre* 
sumption. 1 see no rommnnd Tor it, ^itid thfrefatp 
think it h safor not to prartiw? il." 

Ho and Mr. Langton and 1 went toother to mr. 
Cluu, where we found Mr, Burke, Mi\ Carriefc, and 
tome otht-r mi-niber^, and omon^L them otir (head 
Goldsniitht who sat silently broodinf^ over JuhnMin';! ro* 
jinmaijd 1o him alWr dinru-T. .Inhnuin |V'rrrived ihiA, 
and ssid .-iiiidir io ifnme of us, ^ Til make GolrUnitth tofw 
gire me ;" and then called to him in n loud vtncv, " Dr. 
Goldsmith, — something passed to-day where you and 
1 dined: E tak your iMfdon." GoMvnith anftwore<l 
placidly, " It must be much from yoa, Sir. Utat 1 lake 
ilL" And so at onoe the difienence was over, and they 
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were on as easy xerms as erer, and Goldimith rattled 
away 05 URoal. 

In our way to the dub to-night^ when I regretted 
that Ctnldimith would, upfm frvery occairinnt mdeafoat 
1o shitir, hy ^h'wh lit- ttdt^u rx|>nM-i] hrmw-lf, Mr- 
Lnngton obserred, that he was not like Addison, who 
was content with the fame of hit writing, and did noi 
aiin also at exoL-Lcncy in convcr^tion, for which Irt 
found him»clf un6t: and Uiat be ftaid to a lady wb6 
con3[>]ained of his having talked little in company^ 
" Madam, I have hut nine-jien^c in ready mODCy. boi 
I can dmyk- for a iIii>u»aiii1 puundi." I obtervtd thai 
GoldHOiith had a gn?At denl of go\6 in his cabinet, but* 
Bot content with thai, was always taldn]^ out bis porse. 
JiJitNSOK. *' Yef, Sir, and that ho often an cmptf 
j>ur^ ! " 

Goldsmith's incessant desire of bcini; coittpnciiouv in 
company, wasthc occasion of hi^n ftjinetimc-s appearing to 
siicli di^udvantai^ as one sJiouJd hardly haw ?4ip|ioMd 
poffiilile in a man of his genin?!. Wlieu his literary 
repnintinn had risen de«rn'rd1y high, iind hh uKJety 
was much courted, he ftecame very jenlous of ttte extra- 
ordinary attention which was every where pnid to John- 
son. One evening, in a circle ot witf. he found fauit 
with me for talking of Johnson nt entitled to the ho- 
nour of umiue«tionfili1<- :(U]K;noriLy. "Sir, (Aaidhe,)you 
ar*- fiir making a monarchy of *hat should Im: n repuh- 
Ikk." 

He was still iniitt- niarli^i-<l» nln-n laTkiiig in a com- 
jwny with fluent vivacity, and, as he ihittcrrd hiitiiieir, 
to the fldmiratJon of all wlio were present; a German 
who tat next him. and pcrccivnl Johnson rolling hiv^ 
self as if alwut to ^Kitk. wddcnly *loi*pcd him, wiylnj^ 
** Stay, stay, — Toctcr Slionaon is going to say some- 
thing " This was, no doubl, very )>nnokiiig, especially 
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to one* va Irnliible ftH Goldtmitlt^ wIni rrviiumtlj men- 
tion^ct it with Etron^ cxprc«siong of indij^iiatioD. 

It may nlao he otjsen-ecl. that C^ldimith yvm tomc- 

iimcs content to he trebled with an cosy lamiliarity, 

l)Ut upon occasions would be coi):^uentb] and imiior* 

An iaUance of Lhb occurred in a &mall purticLi* 

m Johnson h.id n. wny of cortrartiiig ihr luinit^.^of 

^IH rni_^Dd?( : a^ BcHuclcrk, Iteau ; H:fttwi4l, Bo^^y ; 

Xanglon, Lanky ; Murphy, Mtir; ShiTidan, Sherry, I 

Temembcr one tlay, when Tom Davies wn* tt-llinf^ that 

Dr. Johnfion said, " Wc ore all in labour for a name to 

Coliiff^s ploy," C^olddmitli seemed disptcjiscd i\vA% mc\\ u 

liberty ahotild Xk taken with his name, and said, *^ I 

Iiavc oflen dc^rcd him not to cal] inc Gotdy." Tom ia as 

.ivtnarkahly uttrntiro to the ino^t minute- cirrum!^ancr 

labout John«on. I n^collcct hi^ telling me once, on my 

nrrival in London, •' Sir, our rt'^^^i fri<jnd hav innde &n 

improvement on his apppllation of cM Air* Sheridan. 

[He calls him now Shcrrjf derrjf" 

[■• TO TIIE KEVERKXn ME. RAt^^HAW, AT BKOMVXY.^^ 

•' Sin, 

■• 1 RETUHK you my Biocere ihank« for your ad- 
flitions to nij Dictionary ; but the new edition has 

* The Bcifcrtnd Tliomi* Dncnhnvr, M. A. wlio ilM «n Kottnbtr 
I JO, 1787, in lheMrv«my'icTrnthy«Jirfll fait a^F. Chaptab of Brum- 
ley Cdlcfc. in Kent; m^d [icclor ofSovthflccI- lie ItaH leviig^nei 
the cure of Bramlcy Pjmh sOatc lime bvCbfc hii tltfltli. For ihi<, 
"and Another Icitc* fnmi Dr. Jt>hnion in I7M, to thesAmc in»1r re- 
i^kCClBble mnn. la.m indrbccd to Dr. John Loredif.ofth^rommDWi, 
a un ofthcljiir ItnmfdiindfiioiB Jolinlxtrcdar.EBq-orCavenitiiiin, 
ja Ikrii^JFc^ «ho obliginfcl^ inuwcribed th«m tor ate frrMn thf ori- 
%inah iri fiU jwwrtoiOT- Tlir *wrtliy jenLfcin»o, havta|* ict^KiJ fium 
IwncUi now IWci in Wnovifbidiir«. I'be »oHd hu been bttl/ 
fiblij^ lo him M lh« Kditor of ihc Intp Rrr, Dr. Tt^wnwm'n «KCp1lrot 
wofi, niodetily eaUtl«d "A DiaootineM the Evftn^icnl lliatosy^ 
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been published some lime, and tberefoK I cannot now 
make u«c of them- Whetlj<>r I sfjftU ever revise it 
more, I know- not. If many i<e£iderH had In-cii lu jtidU 
cious, R» diligent, and m ct^mmunicntivc ns yoursctt\ mj 
work had been belter. The workl must at ptt-sicnl 
take it an it \*. 1 am. Sir, 

" Your mo«t ohlij^ 

■■ And most huml>le servant, 
Mny 8, IT7S. " S-^M. JoUNSON." 

On Sunday* May «, I dined ivilh Johnson at Mr- 
L/inplton'^ with Dr. Rcottic and some other company. 
He descanted on the subject of Litenify Proiierty. 
" There *eems (naid he,) to be in authoura a stronger 
rigTit of pioperty than that by <Hx:u|)aiiC7 ; u metaphy* 
sIlqI right, tt right, (u* it yn-trrt.% of crrnliori, ^hirfiNbould 
from il^ nfilurc lie perju-lufil ; hut the ron^n^il of nntitins 
U againiiC It; and Indeed reason and the interests of 
learning arc af^ain»t it ; for were it to be perpetual, no 
book, however u.s<f(d, could be universally diffused 
amongst mankind, should the proprietor take it into hb 
head to restrain its circubtion. No book eould have 
the adianlngi^ fif iM-irtg cHllteil with noli-?!, hou'erer 
ncrr^^ary to it« cLucidntionp vhonhl the proprietor per- 
versely op|Ki«e it. For the ^neral tfood of tho «orld, 
therefore, whatever valuable work haft once been created 
hyjiuauthoiir, and i^^aued out by him, should be under- 
stood a^ no longer ia hiji power, but as l>clongin^ to the 
|nil>lick ; at ihn same time the authour is entitled to an 
adequate reward. This he Ahimhl have hy &n exduMve 
rigfit to h» work f<»r a conKidemble nuinTter of yeitt^.*" 




§nart lh<» Inlc-rmvflt to the A^rcmion oi oxif L,on| ard Saviour Jckm- 
CliriBl I " in «turh u [ifrrii^il« m ir\t\y fnlfmling And pLrftMcig «f 
couvtt of ihc HUihuur, by the Rcvcrcni] Mr. haJph CfaurtoRi fOr. 
John L<ivnl:iy iliril Xlnrch t. IW.l \r\ ha Ctiih >FAr. Sfe » Memoir 
of him io Ifac UcntUman't Mofrnfinc^ Mny, oJthal jrtr- A, C,J 
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He attftckcd Lord Monboddo'e strui^ fipecuUtJoa on 
4bc primitive st«te of Kuman nature ; obaserriiig, " Siwt 
■it is all copjnctarc aliout a thine: u^clef^, even were it 
known Ili Ik truer. KiKinlcil^r nf *ill kiiid^t » K^od. 
ConjecUtrr, ia to llrmg^ tift^riil, i» good ; but conjecture 
a» to what it would be unless to know, «nch as whether 
nien went upon all four, b very idk/' 

On 3Ioiiday, May 0, us I was to «ct out on my re« 
to SooUand iK*xt morning, 1 was desirous to secai 
iBiuch of Dr. JolinsoD as I could. But I first called on 
,GokUiiiith to take Icavv orUim, The Jealousy andenvy^ 
rhlirh, ihougb posBCAsed of many most onuablc qualities* 
le fhtiikiy avowed, broke out viulentlv at this interview, 
^pon aikother occasion, when Coldvniith cunPcsKcd him- 
to be of an cnWous dtspo&ition, I contended with 
lohnson tluit wc ought not to 1>c angry with him, lie 
WHS 80 candid in owning it. ** Kny, Sir, (said Johnson,) 
ve mu^ be angry that a iiutn has such a .superabun- 
dance of an odious quality, that becuniujl Urcp it nitJiin 
ItB own hreaiit. but it boils over/* In my o|>inioD» how- 
ever, (.^dcuiitU had not more of it than other people 
luve, but only talked of U fredy* 

He DOW aecmcd very angry that Johnson was g>ung 
to be a traveller ; said " be would he a dead weight for 
aac to carry, and that I ^btiuhl [icver be able to lugbim 
along through the lligblands and Hebrides." Nor 
irould lie (latiently allow ini- to enlai^ upon Johnson's 
Wonderful abilitiee ; but exclaimed, *' Is he like Burke, 
who winds into a subjefrt like a serpent ? '* '* Rut, (^id f^] 
Joluifou IS the Hercules wlio strangled «crpL*iit4 in hid 
cradhr;* 

I dim-d with Dr. Jobnw>n at General Paoli'ft, He 
wan iihligrd, by indiipcfiilion. In leave the company 
early ; lie apiwinted me, however, to meet him in the 
eTCTitDtf at Air. <oow Sir Robert) Chambem's in the 
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Ttcnplc, where ho »cc«r4inglv ctnii-, thou^ he coo* 
tinued to be vei? ill. Chambers, as is common on sucfa 
ocoiHionA, pr^MTibed various rcnicdic* to Inni. Johnson. 
(ircUcd bj- pain.) " IVjthce don't tciiac mc, Slaj- uU I 
am well, and then >ou &haU i«ll ine liow to cunt DiyNclT-*' 
H*" grrw iK-ttcr, mul tulkinl i^lUi n ivihk' cnthu^JBstn of 
keeping up the repix<9cntation of respectable families. 
Hii zeal on this subject was a circutUKtancv in hU cha- 
ract<T cxcvcdinE;ty rrmarkahlci when it h considered 
that he hLm=cir had no prcten^ons Ut Hood. I licord 
him once say, *' I have great merit in being zealous for 
uibordijiatiun and t]»e honuui-n ot liirth ; for I caii Ikai^Uy 
t«l[ who wji» tny ^mdfiitlKr/' He maintained tliv dig* 
niiy aod propriety of mali- succeuioii, in opposition to 
the opinion of one of our friends^ who hiid that day cm- 
ployed Mr. Chambers to dmw his \^ilU devising his 
cvUitc to his tUr^ n»tors, iti prefoi\i)ec to a remote heir 
male. Johnson called them ** three doudic^^ and said, 
with aat lilgh £i s^jiirit an tlie boldest Harou iik ihtr inost 
perfect days of tlic femlat system, "^ An ancient estate 
bbuuUi alwajA ^i> to njales. It is mighty fof])i<.li Ui let 
a strang^T have it because h€ marries your daujj^iter, 
and takes your name. As for an estate newly acquired 
by trade, you may give it» if you will» to the dog Tc^wtcr, 
and let bim kccj> hi« oir« name," 

I havtr knouiL him at times cxcecdingl}' diverted at 
what w-emed to ollicrv a very snwU »jM>rL He now 
law^hnl immoderatety, uitltnut ailj' reason t)i«l wi- 
oimtd perceive, at our friend'i: makinf^ bift will : called 
bim the ttsiator^ and added, '* I dare say he thinks he 
\\m done a nugbty thin^. He won't May tiU be |^ 
home to bis scat in die country, to produce thi> woodcr- 
lid d«ed : )k-'11 ndl up xW landlord uf the tint inn on the 
road , and, af\er a suitaUr iin^faiv upiiTi miirtality »nd 
tlu; uian-rtably of life, will toll hicii that he should not 
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(May mnkiM^ tii» uiU : atiil here. Sir. will lie 5ay, h* my 
trill, which 1 have ju*t matie, ^iih iIk- u«v!>tRnco of one 
of the ablest tawyort in thi* kirj^lom ; and he ^iW r^ad 
it to hifti, (Uughini; all the tiim%) He Micve« ho lias 
Diadc this niU ; but be did notnmkcit: you. Chambers, 
lUttdc it iov him. [ trust you have had more conrtcicnce 
tliaii to mnkc him kiv. ' hringof MHimliindcrslanding'/ 
hm hat hit ! 1 bnpr Iiv has \vf\ nir a k^gficy. I'd have 
its will turned Into verae. like a ballad " 

In thi« iduyful tLianrier did he run i>u, exulting in his 
own ptoatantry, which cei'tatnly wss not »ue!i a^ migbt 
be cxi>celed from the authouv or" The Rarnhk-r," \mt 
which 19 here |>reserved, that my rcodcrs in«y be ae- 
quaintcd even wiih the slightest occtuionol churactcri^ 
tick» of so eminent a man. 

Mr. ChanilierH did riol by nay nicani4 relish ihiK jorti* 
Inrity upon m matter of which pars magna fuUt and 
d imjwtk'nt till he ^ot rid di us, Johnson could not 
his merriment, hut continued it all the way till lie 
got without the Temple-gato. He then burst into such 
a 6t of laughter^ that he appeared to lie almo^ in a 
convulsion; and» in t>iJer to support himaelf. laid hold 
of one of the p^Kls ?il Ihr Mdc nftlLi^ fnut jiavenicnl, nml 
•cut furih pcah so loud, that in th*.- silencv- of llw night 
his voice seemed to resound from Temple-bar to Fleet- 
ditch. 

This most ludicrous exhibition of tlie awful, melan- 
choly, and venerable Johnson, ]iap|>ened wdl to counter- 
lt€t t]te fcTlings of madness whic?t I u^ied to e\]>encncc 
when |>ai-tiii^ with him for n coimilctaUle lime. I ac- 
eoinpnnied him to bi# door, where Im» gave mc hh 
bles&ing. 

He records of hinwcif UiU yeott " Between Easter 
flml WhitauntidCf having: nlwoy^ oorsidercd that time 
■3 propitious to stu<]y, I attempted to learn the low 
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Dutch languag^-"^ It i« to Iw obMn-^, that he here 
•chniu an opinioa of the human tnind being influcnocd 
bjr acitsom, which he rjdicul«8 in hi^ writings. Dis 
progress, ho says* was interrupted by a fcver, " which, 
by the im|ini<)eut use itf ;t auuiII jiHiit, h'ft an iiin;ifninA- 
lion tn his u«i*rul ryi.*.** W*.' cannot but ndmirc his 
spirit when we know, that nmiditt u con^plicaiion of 
bodily and mental dtiUrcss, hi* wof etiil animaU^d uith 
the desire of intelkdual improvement/ VaHous notes 
of his studies nppejir on diifennit dnrs, in his ma- 
nuscript diarir of this jcar; such as ** luchoaxi U€' 
liautni PctilaUuchi — Fi/ihu Itctionem Con/, Fab. 
BurdonntM. — Legi primum actum Tro&dum^-^ Legl 
Dissertationan Ctcricl po^trcmttm de Pent., — 2 af 
Clark's Sermom.^L. jlpoUcnii pugnam ISctrictam. — 
Z. C€t*tum versus HomcrL" Let this serve as a spe- 
dfuon of what aoceestons of literature he was perpc^ 
tuaUy inliisnt^ into hJs mind, while }k' charged himself 
with idlencsj. 

' This ycitr died Mrs. Salushiiry, (mcthrr of ^^^aL 
Tfande,) a lady wliom he appeam to hare estei^ned 
miieh^ and whose memory lie Jwiiourcd with nn EpU 
laph-' 

In a letter from l^linbur^h, ciatcd the 29ih of 3fa/, 
I pTc^^'d him to persevere in his resolution to make 
this year the projected visit to the Hebrides, of whirli 
he and J had talked fi»r many yrnnc, ntirl whtdi 1 was 
confident nordd tilTfirtl us much entertainment. 



* PraynsMd Medliailons. \i, 1 2d. 

* tN« nit raonlhn Mmt his dcsih, lie wiilifd me to i*Mh hioi 
the Scale of Ma»Ick :— " Dr, nunioy, tench mt ot )»t llic tilphnbrt 
of T^r linfttsgt." BL-ftKHtO 

* Mo.Plool'sAtiMxtoinorJnhmcn.p. I3K 
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TO JAMKfl AOHWELI, 

" DBAfl SIR, 

" WheK youT letter came to mc, I was w 
darkned by an intlammation in my eye that I could 
ncil ibr .lome time rrail iL 1 tmi now write wittiout 
troiibie, and cmti read large (trinti. Mr eye ii |pra* 
duaUy pw»in^ slTOiiger; and I ho}>e uiW \k abU* to 
take 8Dme delight in tiic viirvey of a CalcdoniaD loch. 

^ CliambciN is l^in^a Jud^, with aix thooaaitd a 
year, to Bengat He and J fthaU oomc down io^cihet 
■II far as Nc^TA^Ut^t and thence I sHidl easily ^t to 
CdiitbuTgh. Let tnc know (he exact time when your 
Court* intermit. I rouHt eonfttnvi a little in Chamben*« 
ocration*. and lie mii«t conform a little tv mine. The 
time which you nhall fix, must be the comcnoD pohit 
to whkh wc will oocne lu ihnu- ii« wc can. Except lb£ 
eye, 1 am very mxU, 

" Bcattie Li 90 caressed, and invited, imd treatt 
and liLed, and nattered, by the great, that \ can nrr no- 
thing of ^m. I am in {^nt ho[ie tliot he will la: «tI1 
provided for, nnd then we will Jive upon hiiu at the 
Marii^al College, witJiout pity or mcdesty. 

■' left the town tntboiit taking leave of me, 

and IB gone in deep dudgeon to ' Is not this 

Tery chitditli ? Where ia now my legacy ? 

** I hope your dear lady attd her Atrv baby are both 
welt. 1 shall sec them too when 1 came: and I bnv< 
that opinion of your choice, a« to fttu|>cct that when I 
hare seen Mrs, Bosn^ell, I shall be lc*« willing to go 
awoy. I am. dear Sir, 

" Your afi'octionatc huBibJe fiervani, 

'* Write to me as aom m you can, CbamtierB U 
now at Oxfoixir 
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I agiun irrotc to hioit informing him that the Court 
of SaoMM To&t OQ the tvclfth of Ao^it, bopii^ to sn: 
him brforr- that tinitr, and crx|ire»<iing, |)erh4|in in too 
esitrava^nt terms mjr adnuration *i( him, and ntjf ex* 
pectJitton of pleasure from our intended lour. 

" TO JAMSS tlOSWVLU RSO. 
« DEAK AIR, 

" I KKALL Bet out from London on Fridajr the 
ti&th of this month, and purpoae not to loiter much hf 
tke way. Which day 1 shaU he at Kdinhur^ I Ganiiot 
exactly trU. I mppow 1 miift diivc to an inn, ami 
send a porter to find jrou. 

" I ant afraid Bi^Kie will nol ho at hiii Coth*gi* soon 
eocKigh for us, and 1 ihall be sorry to aiui him ; but 
there b no slaying for the concurrence of nit oonve- 
nisDccs. \Vc niU do as weU m ir« can. I am, Sir, 

" Yoitr moet humbk servant, 
*• AugiiM 5, ir7s. " Sam. ionsaonC' 

TO THE »A>r£. 

** \art being" at Mr. Thrale'a wlion your Itfttvr 
cntne^ 1 but written the inclosed pa|ier xnd senkd it; 
bringing h hitlicr for a fVank, I found your's. If any 
thing- cMild re|>re«« tryardoijr^ it vould he such a letter 
ta yonr'a. To Ji^i^jXfiiit a fwnd is liitjikiuiug: : and 
ha that fornn expectation* like your**, must br disafH 
poiiitetl. Think only when you see me, that you aec m 
nan who lovm yoo, an^I is proud and glad tfaat yan 
Live hiui. 1 am, Sir^ 

*" Yotjr BMst aOeetionate, 
- As^mt 5. IT». '" ii*W JottSWOK,*' 





Till; UFU UF 



[1773- 



TO TIIE SAME. 
" DBaH sib, NtWMUK AogiitC U, I77S- 

" I CAM]-: hither loitt night, and hopCj but do not 
filisotutcly promise, to be in IMiuliiirgli cm Saturday- 
Bealtic viJI nut cQtxn^ ho Aiimi. T ;iTn, ^r, 

'* Your iinwt humble servanl, 

" Sam- Johnson- 
" Mj compliments to your lady/* 



TO THE &AME. 

*' Mr JoHNjinx noikIs his cximpUmenu to Mr. Boh- 
well, being just arrived at Boyd'g, 

Flis istity in Srotlnnd wa» from tbp 18tb of AugiiHt, 
on which day he arrived, till the 29d of November, 
when he »tt out on hi^ return to I^nJon ; and I be- 
lieve ninety- four days were never pasMd hy any man in 
a more vigorous exertion* 

He came by the way of Berwick upon Tweed to 
Edinbni^bp where he remained a lew day*, ami then 
wr*nt by St. Aiidivw\ Aberdeen, [nverne»^ and Fort 
An^istus, to the Hc-hridi% lo \ml whiob vns ihe priu- 
cipal objeet he had in view. lie visited the i^a of 
sicy, RftKpy, Col, Mu)l» Tnchkenneth, and leolmkilh 
He travelled through Ar^ytcsbire by Inverar}', and 
from tlieiKre by Loehlomond and OunbartOfi to (^las- 
goir, then by Loudon to Auchtnlcck in A^T^Jiire, the 
aeal of my family, and then by Hamilton, back to 
EdbiUirgti, where he again spent »onte time. He 
thus saw the four Univcraitiefi of Scotland, its three 
|irlneipat cltie«, and a< much of the Hif^dand nn<) in- 
sular bfc 09 wa3 sufficient for his phUosophieal eon- 
tcmplotion. I hud tiic pleasure of accompaoyinfr him 
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during the whole of has journeyp He wa* itspect* 
fully ('ittcrlmiK'il by the grratt the IrArned, nnil the 
ele^'ant. wherever he went ; noi' was he If^s dcljj^hted 
wttli ilie hoKpUulity viliicli Jie ex|>eneiiceil in htiathler 
lift;. 

His various adventures, and the force and vivacity of 
his mind, as exercised during thif jicrc^natioiu upoD 
innumerable to])i<:k», have been laithfuEly, and to the 
bc5l «f my nbililie*, disiJay«l in my *■ .loiinial «f n 
Tour lo the llthikles," to which, as the publick has 
been pleased to honour it by a very extensive circula- 
tion, 1 l>c^ leave to refer, m to o separatt* nnd remark- 
able portion of his life.' which may be there seen in 
detail, and nhich exhibits a» striking a view of his 
pon'ci's in con vernation, as hi^ worki do of his ex* 
crllcncc in writing;. Nor c&n i deny to myself the 
very 6atlcriiig gralificatjon of inscrtibg here the cha- 
rscLer vrhidi niy friend .^Ir. Courlenay ban been pW»ed 
to give cf chat nork : 

"' Wilh Hcyndldk' pencil, Mvid, bold, anil true, 
" Sofcrrrnt BotwcU glv«a him 1o nur v(an : 
" In crciy uall wc »ce hh mmA vi)Uknd : 
" THe ttiKtcr mrji by the pupif* hami ; 
" Wt luvv tlkcwrilrr. praiatf liU I'^ppy vein. 
** iinc'd with the rmivcic of Ihc t^ivgc Montui^n^. 
" HriicCT not iiliitir nn; brigttlcT pur!k i\ayh^4, 
'* U«l c'tn ihe »|iccU of chamrtcr pourlmy'd t 



* [Th« Jnilhovr HTA^ not n *mti\\ giCnti hj Ihia tilfwmlinvj 
Journey; for Dr. Jotin«on tliui wrilet to Mt& Tt)ntr, Nov. 9, 
1773 : " Bt&irrit will pi^iic my rcfLolurioo mid prncvcrancc, luid I 
thjiji in ttiam rt:\i:hntt ha (jnoU liurvc^ut and pffpciunl ch«r<-rJu|- 
imn. Kt ftu bfltvr ficultia than 1 hiul iniNflincd; more jurtaflM 
oftiicfrrniDcnt, and matt fpeonitily of imnj^r*^ It is very conr^* 
oieiK tu cnLVcl nitb him ; Ibr thrrc li> nn home whrrc he ii not rr* 
»ir«d witb kindnCM nnd rt*ptfcl." Let. 90, to Mn. Thmlc. 
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" H> «v llir Rnmhlrr wiiii £ttiidi«u nmUt 
' " >UtL ihc lone lrc^» nfid nctc the h<«th-cl*d uk ; 

" Bui uinip ih' hifoic tnlfi ai * FIotd" ' charm*, 
" DnkMin a Lifi. he wivtils a chlrfuita'a arjtn: 
'* 'Dte tun«ful piper loiindi a mftrtial itnin, 
" Atid Sumut-I iiingiL. ' Tb« King bIiaJI Iulm bitom/ " 

During his s1»j at Edinlnirgh, after his return from 
the Hebrides he w&f at gimt pRios to obtain infor- 
jnation CDDceniin^ Si^otZaiitl ; and it wrill jt|>|X'xr ttnm 
bk «til»cqiienl k-IU-m, tJMt hr wm not U-w »ottcito(u 
Jbr inteJU^ce on this subject after his return to Lon- 
dm. 

'* to jamca 0oswb1x, es«. 

■ "deah rir, 

I c-AME home lost ntij^i^ without any iocom* 
Vioditiri danger^ or wesHness, and am ready to be^n ei 
new jogrney- I nhaii go lo Oxford on Monday. I 
know iVIra. HoswcU wished tnc kvgU to ^ ; "* her wishes 
have not been dJsap|)oint^. Mrs. WiUiaois Iku re- 
ceivcfl SSr A/n* letter. 

Mfike my compliments lo aD tbovc to whom my 
'compliments may tie welcome, 

■ - Thr rflrbratrd Fkim MtcilvraJdr Set Ba>irvrr> Temr^ 
' In ihbi he "hrwcii El yrrr arute pcoKrmtion. My wttt piid him 
the in«l lusidvouv Bhil n^pr nfVil tiilpnCJcvn, whil« he nwi iiur guir^i ; 

[<tO ihnl [ u^ndcr hew he diKrowrrrd Her innshicLi* Tor hn dqiarlurv. 

LTlie truth 1%, thm hii kfrrauUr houn ind uneoulh h^hiti, turh u 
tumu!^ the randlrt h>tT> thnr hrAiU cfc~nvriwinti. vfh^n Xhry iliiJ not 
tHim Im^fhl encnght and letcJAff iho n^ui drop upon ib« cnrpc^ «i>*ld 
Oot bui he dui4;ie<Able lo n luly. UeiLtlcA. ikie had not tba4 high 
fedminUioa U hua wliiefa «u felt b^ qm«| of ttose «W luff* hsoi ; 
nd whaC WW very imiurvl lo m femak mM >l>e UMUght be h;id u» 
amcfc iftbienco oeer bet haahand. Ste mc«, v < ticiU vaniih« 
mmdt, wIiK tnorv point Ihaa jutin^ iNi rattwk vpott tka tuhfcct r 
"< 1 kave *tfcn nisjr a bc»r ted by « m»M i btfl I ftf^r b«bf« «a« « 
man lud bf a bear." 

'^ & Alestwd^r Gordon^ ooc ol the ProCe»or« at Abenk««i. 
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" Let the box ^ he sent as soou as it con, and let mc 
koov when to expect it* 

'* FiK|nin-» if you r&n, (hv ordor oflUf Claiw: Mao- 
dc»i»1d i^ fii^t, Madvan .>^'coiid; fuithcr 1 c;iiniioi go* 
<5ujckcn Df. Webster-* 1 nm. Sir, 

* Your'* affeerionatdf, 
*' Mov.r, I77S, " Sam.John«ON* 

** MR, HOSWELL TO DR, JOUKKOM. 

*' Edinburgh, Dec. St 177S. 
• ••••«• 

" You ahall have what informatioii I can proaire 
M to the ordpT of the Clans, A gratlcmiiTi of thr n»me 
of Grant tells me, that there Is no settled order among 
them; ami he snyi, tliai the MacilajtaldK were not 
|k1aced upon the riglit of the army at CuUoden; the 
Stuarts were. I tliaU, however, examine witnesses or 
every name that 1 can find here. Dr. Wehrtcr *hall 
be quickened too. 1 like your liltlc nicmomaduma ; 
they Qre ^mptoinjt of your bein^ in enrrkcat with yoor 
book of northern travels. 

'■ Your Ujx s-luill lie sent next week by sea, Yoa 
Hftjl fitid in it »ume |>kxT« of the hnHiin hu-^h, wlncli 
you SHW growing oil the old castk- of AuchiuU-ck. The 
wood has a curious ap^Karance when sawn across. Vou 
may either have a Utile wntinj^-standi^ made of it, or 
g&i it rornie>d into boards for a tieatiw on wltchcrall, 
by way of a ^uitabb htnding" 



> l^U wai n boT ronl:iiTifTiff n mimlwr of ruTiciiu Ihiagi which be 
h«d picked up in Scolbncl, |»ifikulark pum^' horn upcon*. 

* The itevi-rvnd Dr. Almndrr Wrhntfr, oiic of iIlc mlniitetvof 
EdiDbiirjb, A man of dutiojcuitlied abiliticAi who hful pramiacd hiin 
informnilofi oonccmisg the lii^hlatiii »»] lalandi of Scutl«ad. 
TOU n. % 
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•' KR. BOaWKLL TO DB. JOfiNSOK. 

" Edinburgh, De& 1»^ JTT3* 

* You promised me an inscription for a print to 
be taken from an hbtorical pictiire of Mary, (q^iiccn of 
Scot*, Ix'inp forced to resi^ hrr crown, which Jlr. 
HumilUHi ot Rome has painted for mc. The two fbl*- 
lowing^ hav€ been sent to mc ; 

• Maria Seotorum Regina meiieri stcuio digna^jui 
regium civibus sedithtfs invita rtsi^nci* 

. * Civ€S sedilmi Mar'tam Scoiontm Jieghtam scse 
muncri <ib4icare invitam ccgunU* 

'* Be »o good QM to read the passage in Roljortson^ 
4ml see if you cannot give me a tx-uer ins^nption. I 
rnu£t hfivc tt boll) in Latin and Engiisli ; so if you 
»lioald not give mo another Latin one, you will at 
lea^ dioodc the best of thcf« tvro, und »cnd a tranAla- 
iion of il." 

Hih hunuim? ftirj^vifi^difjiriaLioii w^lh put to a pretty 
,^rong test on his n^tum to THjndon hy a lil>erty nhich 
Mr. Thomai Oavie^ had taken with him in \\\s ab- 
[^cnoct which vras, to publish two volumes entitled, 
Muccllaneous and Fugitive Picccsr which lie adver- 
tised in tlic new5pa|>crs, " By the Authour of the 
Rambler.*' In thia coUcctioct, several of Or, Jufanson^A 
acknowledged writings. Aeveral of hln anonymous per* 
C3miaT)ce», ami wimt* nhicb \w h;id wntleii for others, 
wci« in«?rted : liut ttiere were a'uo wn»e in which he 
had no concern whatever. He was at first very angry, 
■a be had good reason to be. But^ upon consideraticn 
of hij poor fiiend'd narrow drcumbtances» and that he 
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hod only a little profit ia view, and meant no hann. he 
soon rrtcntL-d, and contiaitcd lii^ kiiidnc^a to hiin &» 
fortnerly. 

In the cfmwe of hi* self-examination with retrospect to 
this year, he seems to hare liccn much dejected; for he 
Bays, January 1, 177i, "This year hn* pii^ctl with k> 
little improvement, that I doubt whether I have net 
mthcr impaired thjwi iiiei\'u^^ my learning;' and yet 
wc have seen how he read, and wc know how lie talked 
during timl period. 

Hi* WM3* r»»w wrinnnly engagtnl in writing an lu n)tint 
of our travels in tlie Hebrides, in consequence of which 
I bad the pleasure of a more fi^equent corrc^iondcnce 
with him- 



TO JAUF.5 BOSW£LI-r K6Q. 
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DEAR SIR, 

** My optreliona hove been hindered by a eougfa; 
at least 1 Batter niy^f, tlutt W my cough had not come, 
I :ihould hiiye Ixtii further ikdvunoc^. But 1 hnve had 

iin i[tte]li^cnce from Dr. W , [\V'ebater»] nor Dxmii 

the Exdse-offioe, nor from you. No account of tlie 
little borougli.' Nothinf^ of the Erse Janguaf;>:e, 1 
have yet heard nothin;^ of my box, 

'* You niuM make haste and (gather tne all you can. 
And do it quickly, or I will and sliall do without it. 

" Mnkc my compliments to Mrs. BofiWfll, and tell 
licT that I do not We her the hriji fur wi%hirig njc *iway, 
I gaw her tnjuhh? eitouj^i, and shall he glad in recoup 
pence, to give lier any pleasure. 

** I would Kcnd »ome porter into the Hebrides, if 
J knev which way it could be got to my kind fricada 
Iherc, J^nquire, and let mc know. 

* Vntftt9 kiiti M«diiatloTi(, p 199. 

* Hie DBidcni B\irgh of Pmiicb, in AynHift. 
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'* Jklalie my ctMnpltdicntH to stLL the I>octor« of Edin- 
ifUTgh, and to &U my Jhciuls Tron^ one end of .Scotland 
to tho other* 

" Write Lo mci and fcnd nic vtliat intelligence you 
cui: and if »ny tliliii^ Ih tiHi bulky fnr U»* pmt, It^l me 
have it Iiy Uh* vnmvr. I do not like trusting wind^ 
and wavc:». 1 nin* dear Sir* 

'* Your most, ^ec 
*-Jjia, S9, ITTi ** BaM» JOONSOK/' 

TO TUB 8AUE. 

'^ DEAR SIU, 

" Is a day or two atlcr I imd written tbc IasI 
di«o»nl€nted letter. 1 received my box, w^h wki 
very wrWine. But lAiWl I inu^t enln:»t you to hasten 
Dr, Webster, and coDlinue lo piek up what you can 
ihat may 1>c useful. 

" Mr O/^cihorpe was vrHh me this momin^* you 
Icno^^' Im errand. He was not unvefcxifne. 

•* Tell Mrs. H^wrwcll that my good intentions lo. 
wnrdi bcr ifttll cnnlinue. I should be ^od to do any 
Ihiitgthat winild *illjc-r l»ejjefit or I'lcasc her, 

" Chambers is not yet pwie, hut io Tnirried. ur tto- 
negligent, or so prond, that I rarely sir hhu. ! b.ive 
ifidet^, for some weekM pa.Ht, lieen very ill of a eold and 
Cf'ugh, and have been at Mrs, Thnile's, that I mij^ht! 
l>e taken care of. i nm nineh better: mva rtd^unt i\ 
pralia virts; hut I am yel tender, and i*a^ily di!*( 
dered. Htm hafipy h nns lhat neither of m were 
in the Hebridw. 

*■ The (jneirlion of IJterary Properly i? this day lie- 
fofc tJ*c Ixirdtf* Murj^jy drett- up ihe Apj*llants* 
ca,>e> l*u»l \h *I*<^ H^" against the p^q^iial li^ht. I 
have not seen it. nor heard the dceisjotu I wotild not 
have the ri^bt perpetual. 
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*' I will writ<3 to yoii as Aoy thing occtirm and do- 
you scud mc soraetbin^ aboat my ScKrttbh tri«ii<lat. Ii 
Imvc vcfy ^fTcat kindnc^ for them. I^et me kitdw 
likewise hour feca come in, and when we arc to sec you- 
" I am, Sivt 

. •• Your'* affrctioiiulflj, 
" Lcwlon. Trb. 7. 177*. •* Sam. Joukson." 

He at iJiijt time wrote the rollowin^ lettei^ to- Mr. 
St*9vvtLs his nblc wttocmt£ in editing Shak»|irnre : 

*'TO GEOKaJL 5TF.£YKXSt CM)* tS iLUiirSTEAD. 

*• Ir I am fl<ki^d whi'ii 1 liav<> «iH;n Mr. StceTCTiff, 
you kQOw^ what answer I mu^A f^vc; rf I nni asked 
when t shall sec him, I wish you could teU jne what^ 
to soy. 

** Jf ywi hare * Lesley's History of Scotland; or nny 
other book about Scotland, except Boctius and Ua- 
cliinmn, it will lie a kindness if you send them to. Sir, 

" Yotir humUcncrvimt, 
-Feb- 7. 177*, '< S^M. JouK5UN." 



TO THE AAMK. 

•* Sltt, 

** Wji; arc thtnking to augment our dub, and I 
am dfitiroua of nominating you, if you cure toHtaud the 
ballot, and can attend on Friday nights at least twice 
in fi^'e weeks: less than this ia too HttJc, and rather 
more will lie expected. Be pleated to let imc know 
belbre Friday. I am, Sir, 

'* Your raoatr &c, 
" TA. «|, 1774. *' Sam. JoiISSOK.'^ 

TO TUR SAftlK* 



Last nig^ht yon tjeeaine m mrfnber of the eMirp 
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if j-ou call on mc oii Friday, I will introdtjce yiiu. 
I^tlemafi, prnpoaed after you, tra-t n*J€cti?d, 

" I tluink jou fnr Ncaader,' liut wish h« were n 
90 fine. I will take care of him. I am. Sir, 
" Your humble scrtaoU 
- Mirch^ ITT*- « Sam. JOIENSOK. 



'• TO JAME$ DOSnXI-L, ESQ. 

" DEAH SIR, 

" De. Wemteb's infgrnifrtions were much less 
exact, and much less determinate thatt 1 expected: 
tbcjr arct iniiced, much k^s positifc than, if he can 
trust his owti book ^ nbicli lie laid before mc, he is 
nhle to ^ive. Bui t Ix-lieve it will nlwaya lie found, 
that he who ealU much for infnrmMioii will ndwnee 
tas work hut doi^'ly. 

" I am, however, cbli^d to you, dear Sir, for your 
i!fideftvoiJiH to help me* and hope, that l>clH'ecn us 
«omct}iing will sometime be done, if not .on tbU Oft. 
s&mc occasion. 

** Chjmbei^ h rithrr married, or almoKt married, lo 
Miss Wilton, a giH of siKlccn, exquisitely beaudfu], 
whom he has with his lawjer's tongiie, persuaded to 
take her diancc with him in the East. 

*' \Vc have added to the Club, Chariw FoK, Sir 
ChorlCTi Bun)>ury, I>r. Fordyce, and^^lr Steevcna. 

" Kctum my thanks to Dr. Wcbatcr. Tell Dr. 

'[See the CnUlugae of Mr. 54reTtn>'« Library, Ko. tt5:^' 
^K " Ncaadri (Alich.) Opun anrevm. tin <l Lat, 9 torn. 4l'>- ^tvip 
arrt;o,_fiJiit itrnvratit, lipuv. 1A7?."— TliU tan cluubUi-M ihr 
hoitk whicU appcnn lo ha¥0 bf«ri V«ot bj Mr, Siv«Trni ic Dr. 

* A mioutript nccoiint tlmwn by Dr. \t>bitct of all th« pBruh«« 
in Scotlinil. uc«natning thrli Irn^h, IjrnuLih* aambrr of Inbabl- 
tftuts anJ dUliDfiaitbio^ rrMCatSftt* mtui Homnii Calholickii. HiU 
hoo^i had brrti Irantnitlrrl lo gnvfrnnirnl, miiI Dr, JoMuoo ftav % 
<DP7«f k Ml Of. Wtbatn's poumion. 
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Robertson I liavc not much to ri^gjly to hts censure of 
my nei>ltj;ence: And tell Dr- Blair, that ance be has 
vrrittcn hither wliM I ssttd to hhn» we must now con- 
sider oursdvca as cixDi for^vc one nnothcr, and brpn 
tt^n- I care not hovr soon, for he is & very |flea»iiig 
iDftA. Pttjr my comphments io idl my fricfi<b, iind rc- 
mtiid Lord ElibAnk of his promise to girc nic all biA 
works. 

^ I liope Mrs. BoKwt-ll and little Mi^ aiv vrcU.^ 
WHien »linll I scq thorn iig^ain ? Sliv k a sweet ladjp 
only she was so glad to &eo mo £^, that I have almost 
a niiiid to come ogaiti, that she may again have tho^ 
same pleasure. ' 

" Enquiit! if it be |Tracticable to send a mhhII pr^* 
aent of a cask of |K>rt<-r ti* I>Ljiive|,Mn, Rasny, and Col. 
'I would not wUli Ut be thought fiii^ifal of civilities. 
I am* Sir, 

" Your hurnhltf servant, 
"MifchJ. 177*- " Sam, Johnson."^ 

On the Mi of March I iiTOtc to him. n^iiic?i(ir»g hia 
COiJOKel whrthrr I KhtmUl thia >priiig mmc to London. 
I stated to him on the one liand some pecuniary enliar- 
jassments, which^ togeilwr with my wJfo* iittiation at 
that timer, made me l>c^itjite : antl, on the other, the 
pleasure and improvement which my annual visit to the 
metropolis always ofibrded me; and jmrticulnHy men- 
tioned 11 peciiiiiir satisfaction which I experienced ii^ 
■tfclelirating the fcstivalof E^tstcr in St. Paul's catbcdfal; 
|h;«l tu my funcy it appcai'cd like g<^>iiig up to Jerusalem 
at the fea>;C of the Passover ; and th;it the stroiij; deTi>-'. 
tion which I felt on thnt occasion di^iiR^ it^io^ueiici]:. 
cn my mind through the rest of ihe year, *^ J^"" '' ■ , 
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"TO JAMES DOSWELI^ ESQ, 

* DEAB 5tR, rA^ ISA y AfurcA.] 

** I AM ashamed to think limt sJnre T ircetvp^! j^dui 

leitcrr I lt;ivr |i»jiut-il M.I miiii^ Asivi without nTiswcrinff tL' 

** I think Ihrrr u no grrat difiicall}' in resolving yourj 

dcwbtf. I'he reasoDs for which you are inclined to vlj 

London, are, ! think, not of HufHticnt ^tIX:ngth to ansircr 

the objections. That you should delight to come once 

a year to the fountain of intctlig^mcc and j^casui'e, is 

verjBatural; bwt hoth infbnnntion and pleasure miirt 

be regulated by propriety. Pleasure, which cannot be" 

obtained but by unseaHonalile or unstiitahtc cxpmee^ 

must always end in puin; snd ple^wun^, xvUicIl muai be 

enjoyed at the evpcnce of another's pain, cmn never be 

fiuch a^ a woitiiy mind cdn fully delight in. 

** What improvement you mi^ht gain by coming Uf 
Lcn<k>n, you may easily 3upp]y or easily compensate, by 
enjoining yourvclf aome iiarticular study at boHK, or 
opening some new avenue to inforination. Kdinbur^Ii'' 
Jb not yet exIiauUevI: aiki I am sure you will fiiid no jilei 
sun> here which can deser\-c either lluityou s)k>uU1 onll^ 
cipate any jart of your fulun; fortunot or tiiai you 
ahould condemn yourself and your lady to penuriou* 
fiugality for the re^t of tlic year. 

" I ii«ed not U'll you what regard you owe to Mrt? 
BoEwelPs entreaties : or how mu^'h ynu ought to study 
the happiness of lier who ttudiei yourv witfi so much 
dJIifl:cneei and of whose kindness you enj<*y wueh good 
effects. LUe cannot julwist in society but by n^iprocai 
conccsMDOS, Slie i^cxtnilted you to ramWe la^ yeWf. 
you muat permit her now to keep you at home, 

•■ Votir InHt reason is ao serious, ttiat I ftm unwillinj 
to opixnc- it. Ya you must rciBcmbcr> that your imog^ 
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of worthipfiii^ nncT n ye%tT in n crrUtin pliKT, in tmita- 
tJoa of thp Je^s, u but a comparison ; and gimife ihm 
^^f tVc^fn ; if Uie annu^d t^nort to JcTusalem vas a dutf 
to the Jcw^&i it wa« a duty bcycsusc it was commanded : 
aod you have no such command, therefore no such duty. 
It may be dan^rcru» to recetrc too readily, and iiiclul^ 
ton fondly, o[>inian», from which, |n-rhiips, no pious 
Aiind u wholly diSL^g'figcd, of local sanctity and local 
devotion. You know what rtrange elTects they have 
piuduccd over a gi'eat |uirt uf the ChruLiun world- I 
ftm now writinfT, and you, when you read this, are read- 
ing undvr the Kyc of Omnipresence. 

" To wliDt degree Jtutcy ii to be admitted into religi- 
ous oGGccA. it would inquire much deliberation lo delefw 
mine. I am Car from intending totally to excludes it. 
Fancy i.*i a faculty bestowed Uy ant <*rt^tur, &iu\ it ia 
reasonnlile that all hin gift* idu>uld be? iiwd lo hist ghiry^ 
that all our facnlties should co*operat4^ in hit worship ; 
but they are to co-operate according to the wiM of Kim 
that gave tbcm, according to the order which his wis- 
dom hot otablisfaed. AsceremoTucs |vrvd<*nttal or con- 
venient are less oUi^atnry than positive orditianccv, aa 
IxKltly wiJpJiip \% only ih*^ tnk*Ti to trtJiers or ourK:Ives 
of Rii*ntal adoration, so Fancy !« alwaya Li act in subor* 
dinAtion to Reason. We may take Fancy tio- u com- 
panion, but must follow Keasun as our guide. We 
may allow Fancy to su^ent certain idea^ in certain 
fimxn\ hut Rcomhi must always he heard, when she 
tclLi us, tltat those ideal ami thoMf jJaccs have no nutu*- 
ral itv ncci'>-snry relation. When we ent<T a church we 
hahituatiy recall tomiiKl the duty of ail oral ion, but wft 
muKt wn omit adoratifm for want of u temple : bccaaw 
w« koow, and ought to rrmemUr, tluil the UnEreml^ 
Lord is every whetv present : and that, thcrtfcTe* to 
come to Jona, or to Jerusalem, though it may be usefnl^ 
cacnoc beikeceaaary. 
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'^ Thus I have answered your letter^ and hare not 
answered it negligently. 1 k>rc jou too well lo be care- 
less ivjicn you arc scrioui. 

" I thiiik I 5hall be verv diligent next ytceW ibout 
our tmv<-L&, wlitcli I hnxc loo lai^ neglected. I am, 
dear Kr, 

" Yonr most, &c. 

" Sam- Jouksok/* 
** CouDplinicnts to Ma>dam and Mt^** 

TO TUG XAMK. 

" DEAR 51 K, 

"The lady who d^Hren Hii« hat a lawsuit, in 
which nhodetircB toiTiakpuscofyourskillardeloqucncCj 
and she sc«ms to think thnt &he sball have something 
more of l>olh for a ix^commcndntion from inc; which, 
though I know how little you want any external tncitc- 
BKnt to your duty, I could not rcJu.sc her, bccaui^o I 
know that at lea-U it will not hurt Ikt, U> lell ymt tJmt 
I w»h her welL. I am. Sir, 

** Your roost humhte serrant. 
May 10, 17T», " SaH. JoilNSON.* 

" M», OOSWELI- TO DB. JOHNSON. 

"I^RD Hailks has bo(^«l of me to offer you 
Ms bc*t respect*, and to transmit to you specimens of 
* Annals of Scotlaod. from tlie Accemon ofiMalcoIm 
Kenmore to the Oeath of Jamc? V/ in drawing u j> which, 
hit I^n]Khi|i hjLi been ruga^d for some time, Hi& Loixl- 
»hip write* to me ihnt:* Iff coiild iirocurePr Johnson's 
critidsm*^ they would be of great use lo mc in the jiro- 
secniion of my work, as they would be judirious and 
troe, 1 fiAvc no n);ht to ask that favour of him. If 
jroa could, it wouhi highly oblige me.* 

" Dr. Bldr rcqu^»u you may be assured that he did 
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Dot wnie to London vhat you «ii<l to him, nnd tliat 
neither by word nor Icttor has bo made the leaac com- 
plaint of you ; but oa the contrary has a hii^h resixjct 
for you, and lo%-c* you much trorcsjnc<? he »aw jou in 
ScotUnd. It would both dircrt and please you to aec 
hU cagemcii about this matter." 

« TO JaU£S BOSWELL, esq, 

" DEAR antp Strmhnni, Jane 1^, 1774. 

" Ykstehdat I put fhr fii-st »hn-ts of the ' -Tour- 

iiry to the Helmdes * to the pi-ess. I liave cndeaToured 

to do you tome ju«tice In the first jianigraph. It wQt 

be one volume in octavo, not thick* 

" It will l)e pro|>er to make aome present? in Scotland* 
'\'ou tt))uU tell Die to whoTU I »haU give ; and 1 have sti* 
pulatcd twenty-fire for you to give in your own name. 
Some will take the present better from nic, ulhtns Wt* 
ter fmrn you. In tUis, you n lio oic to li^e in tlic phictf 
ought to direct. Consider it, Wlialovrr ycu eon get 
for my purpose send me; and mako my conipUmentf 
to your lady and both the yokinj^ onen- 

" I am, SiFfyour, ^c- 

« Sam. JonNsos,- 



" MB. nnswKLi. TO DB. joiissnH. 

K4i<ibarsh, Jvn«9t, 1774* 
" You do not acknowledge the n^ceijitof the va- 
packets which I have sent to you. Neither can I 
prevail with you to fftisu^<r my letter?, thou;;h you ho- 
Dour me with r^turitt. You have said nothing to me 
about poor GoJdfinithJ nothing about Laugton. 

■* I have received for you, from the Society fur pro- 
pagBting Chn»ti4ui Knowledge in Scotland, the foUow- 
iag Er»c Ixmks : — 'Th<r New Tc»tamewL;'— ' Baxter's 

* Dr« GnldiaitJi tiltd Apn\ K l>>u yor. 
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Gdl:*— 'ThcConrewionof Faith of the Aseembty of 
Divines lit W«?rtiniitt*CT ; '— ' The ^foU•eT's Catechism; ' 
^^* A Gftelick and Kngli.^ti Vocaljulaiy/' ^ 

•* TO ,1AUF,% tta5llEU.p KS<1. 



*■ DEAR UR, 

** I WISH you cotitd hnvc looked o^r my book 
before the pdntcr, hut it rould not easily be. 1 suspect 
90[n« inUtiikeai ; hut m I deal, jitrbjtps, more in notioiift 
than in fact*, thi^ matter is noc j-reu1, and tlw second 
edition will be mended, U' any such there be. "Die 
I>tx.«f will 1^0 on »^1owlj for ft time, becmife 1 am Facing 
jnt» Wales to-morrow, 

'* I fltiould lie very scarry if 1 Gppcorcd to tn-sl such 
acfaamctcr fts Lord llaiics otherwise thaa witb high 
rea|ie<.t. I return tlir sheeU/ ia which I bare done 
whfit iiiruliirr I omM ; mid finding it v:i lUtb-, tiMwght. 
Dot mvdt of M.-oding them. The mtnativc is cimr, 
litely, and short. 

<* I have done vione to Lord l^I^les than hy negkct- 
in|f his shecU : 1 have run him in doM. Dr- Home, the 
President of illagdalcn College in Oxford, wrote to me 
about three DkOiiths ago. that }k- purpoisid to imprint 
Walton's Lireft, and dnirrd nie to ronttihute to the 
vofk : luy HiiKTrer was, that 1/iflil Ilailes intended the 
same publieation ; and Dr. Hume hax retigned it to 
him. His Lordship muft now think ^rinu^lj nliout it. 

** Of pDOiT dear Dr. Goldsmith tJwre is little lo be 
toU, more than tlie papcn have made pubKcfc. He 
died of a fever, I om afraid, more vtolt-nt bt trartMnew 



> 'rhcft« book* Dr, iobouM pmtnctd u the nudMan Lll 

> On ihr cntvt carlauDg tbvni nr» JoKit«o« wrol^ " If my MMf 
hu |[iyta aay rwmon Utf supposing thnl I lin* fK>l a i^ty d«*p 
otiht boaourdoM air \tj uktnf Bf judj^nMat, 1 «» very Bony 
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Sm 6^0 Dr. JOHmON. ^Mt 

Af iiiiiiil. I lis debts began to be heavy, and m\\ hi* re- 
sources were exhauitod. ^r Jcishua b of npininn that 
lie owed not K-m U»«n two thousikn<{ pouuds. Was ever 
po€t so trusted be fori! ? 

*' Vou may, if yoa please, put the inscn|>tii>Q thtM. 

* Mffria Scotwum Regina nata 15 — . a tuu in €,r- 
itinrnacta IS—^ <ii kospttd ne^'i dat^X6 — ^ Y'ou must 
iuid the ycOT!?. 

" Of your second *iaiifjhtcr yoii certainly garc the 
account yourself, thou^^h you have forgtHtcn it. While 
Mrs, Boswcll is well, never doubt of a Iwiy. Mrs, 
Thrall^ biijii^ht, I tliink, 6ve glrh i-uumn^^^ but while 
T wii« with )'»u she had a boy. 

" ! am ((hli;^d to you for nil your pamphlet*, And of 
the last I hoi)e to make some use. 1 made tome ot the 
former, 

^^ 1 fun, dear Sir, 

" Y'our most oflcctionatc servant, 
"' Jalj 4, 1774. " Sam, JouNfOK,*- 

" My compliments to all Uic.thrcc ladica/ 



" TO RKKNET 1,AXf*TnK, K^, AT I.ANOTON, NfTAE 
SriLMlV. I.INCOLN^HIRF.. 
DKAIt 3SIB, 

** Yoo have rcawn to reproach mc that T have left 
Fyour U»t ktter »o lonf; unaonrered, but 1 had notfiing 
particular to a«y. ChamberK, you find, is pone far, 
tod poor GoldMDith is gooc much furtJier, He diet) ofa 
'fe^er. exasperated, aa I WJieve. by the fear of distress, 
lie had raised money and M]Uandere<] it, by every aili- 
of Jic({uisith}n and folly ofexiienee, Rtit let doc hb 
'ft-ailtk's lie remeinl>ered ; he was a very ^^at man. 

" I have just bcf^un to print my J'Xjroey to the He- 
bride«, end am leaving the pfn« to tnkc anotberjour* 
Qcy into Wales, whttber Mr. Thrale is going, to t&ke 
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po&senion of^ at least, five hundred a ycar» fallen to fais 
ladjr. All at StrrAtliaiiir that nrc aliret arc well. 

" I liflvp nevt-T recovered frDiii tlio In^sV diT^Mlftil illnpss* 
liut flatter L»jM.'1f Ltml I grow gra:luully better; much, 
howevcTt yet rvtniiinft to mend. Kijfn aX4iir»p. 
, " If you have the Latin version of Susy, carious^ 
tkintgftif. he ao ktnit t\% to traikscribe and H^nd it; but 
jrou ni.'cil not 1>o in ha^lc, for I shall be I know not 
irfacrv^ for at least five weeka. I ?*Totc the fdlowiog: 
tetrasttck on poor Goldsmith : 

" KAAfrri imtns faT^txoiv O^ik^. 

^' Plen»e to make my mc^t rc^ixrtful compliments t^ 
«]| tlw ladies, and n-mt-jiUn-r me to youiig Geor^* nnd 
Ills sisters. I reckon George begins to show a pair of 
heels. 

^' Vo not be niUen now, but Id ntc find a lUler wbeii 
I come beck. 1 am, dear Sir, 

'* Vour aAcctionatc, humbJc wrvantt 
" July 5, iTTh *- Sam. Johnson." 

" TO Mn. ItOBPRT LEVETT, 

" DEAR MK, '* Ue^vnnj, b DcnbighihW, Angsit 10, 177+ 
^Mr. Tiihalh's ttflairs have kept him here a 
great wliile, nor do I know exactly when we shall come 
hence. 1 hai'e sent you a bill upon Mr. Strahan. 

'* I have mfldo iiothii^ of the IpecacuaDfin, hut have 
taken abundance ofpill^ and hope that they bare done 
ncgood. 

** Wales, so for as I !iave yet seen of it, is a very 
beaulifut and rk^ti txiuuCVy, all endated, ami planted. 
Denbigh is not a mean town. Make my complimcnbi 
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to ull ray fricmlA. and bcliyrank 1 hope he rcmcmbctv 

niv atlrice. When hb money is out, let him have more. 

'^I aai. Sir, 

" Your humbli? servants 

" Sam. Johnsok* 



" MJJE. llOSW|£LL TU 1>B. JOHXSOX. 

" EdinburgK Aug. ». 177*^ 
" You have given me an inacriplion for a portrait 
of Mary Qut-rn of Scots, in which yau, in a short mid 
strikiog manm-r, |K)int citit her hurt! Hib'. Hut ynu wttt^ 
be pleofted to keep in itiind, thiit my picture in a repre*. 
sentation of a particular scpnc in her history ; her beinf 
forced to rcsi]*n her crown, whik- *he was Jiiipri^oDcd in, 
the ca»tlc of Lochlcvin. I must, tbcrefore, heg that 
you will be kind GDoagh to giro me an iii3criptioi» 
suited to that pArtic;>lar scene ; or determine which of 
the two funikcrly transmittcKl to yon is the best i and at 
auy rate, favour me with an English (ivnvlatloii. It 
nlll 'x- diiulily kEnd if you comply wtcli my request 
speedily. 

" Your critical notetf on the specimen of Lord 
Hailtt's ' Almoin of Scotland/ :u-c cxceilcnL J ag^rced 
with you on every one of Ihcm- He himsdf ohjccted 
only to the alteration of J'rcc to brave, in the passage 
ivfKrc he says th^-it Edward ' departed with tlie glorj 
doc lo the <x>ni|ijcror of a free |icop!c,' . He soys, to oQ 
the Scot* brave would only add lo the glory of thetr 
conquerour You will mcke allowance for the national 
BG&l of our annaliAt. I now send a few more leaven of 
the AnnaLf, which 1 hoj>e you vrill peruse* and return 
with ohscrrations, 03 you did upon the former ocai:tion. 
Lord Uaileit writei to me thuii : ' Mr. Hc^well will he 
pleased Lo expresj* the grateful !4-ii?te which Sir David 
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BftbriDi^ has of Dr. Johnaon's attentioti to his little 
^edmen. The further spedmen will ^ow^ that 

' Et«ti in an Edward he cftn ace deaert.' 

" It gives me much pleasure to hear that a republi- 
cation of Isaac Walton^s Lives is intended. You have 
been in a m istake in thinking that Lord Hailes had it in 
-fiev. I remember ope morning, while he sat with you 
In my house, he said, that there should be a new edi- 
tion of Walton's lives; and you said that "they should 
be benoted a little.'* This was all that passed on that 
.aiil^ct. You must, therefore, inform Dr. Home, that 
he may resume his plan. I enclose a note concerning 
it ; and if Dr. Hoine will write to me* all the attention 
.tbat I can give shall be cheerfully bestowed, upon what 
I think a pious work, the preservation and elucidation of 
Walton^ by whose writings I have been most i^asingly 
edi6ed. 

« ME. BOSWELL TO DB, JOHNSON. 

" Edinburgh, Sept. 16, 177*. 
" Wales has probably detained you longer than 
I supposed* You will have become quite a moun- 
tuneer, by visiting Scotland one year and Wales an- 
other. You must next go to Switzerland, ' Cambria 
will coioplain, if you do not honour her also with some 
remarks. A^d I find concessere columna^ the boc^- 
sellers expect another book. I am impatient to see 
your 'Tour to Scotland, and the Hebrides.' Might 
you not send me a copy by the post as soon as it is 
printed off ? " 
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" TO JAil££) 1103W£LL, KSQ. 

« DEATi sm, 

' " Vestehdav I returned from mv Welsh joomef . 
1 was sorrj t« leave mjr txwk suspended so long ; but 
having an opportunity of smng, with to miK)] conve- 
nience a new part *>f the IsUnd^ E could not reje*^ 
il. I have bwn in Jive of the six t^itntlrs of North 
Wfllec ; snd have seen St. Asa]>h and Bangor, the two 
seats of thetr Bishops ; have 1>een upon Penmannaanr 
Hud Snowdcn, and pnssed over into An^Ie«t,'ji. Bnt 
Wales ia no JiUle diHerent from Kngland. that it offers 
nothing to t)ie speculation of the Inivellrr. 

" When I came home, I found several of your 
papers with some pages of !x>nl HailL-s's Annnh, 
which I will consider. I am in haste to ^ve you foine 
account of myself^ lest you should suspect me of nef^- 
ligence in the presMn^ hii&ine&s which I find rerom- 
mended to my care, and which 1 knew nothing of tUi 
DoWt when all care is rain.^ 

'* In the di5tril>utioii of my tinoks I purpose to folLovr 
your ji(1vin% :uMing aitcb as shall occur to me, 1 »ni 
not plea^d wit)i your notes of reinemhrimce added to 
your names, for I hope I shall not easily forget ihcin, 

" I hare received four Erse books* without any direc- 
tion,' and EUis]>ect that they arc intended for the Oxford 
lihrory. If that is the intention, I thinl; it will he 
proper to add the metrii-al i)^;ihnfs mid u-hnterer else is 
printed in Erne, Uuit the presi'nt may Ir" t"mplete. 
The donors name should be told. 

*' I wisli you could have read the book l>efore il was 
printed, but our dbtancc does not easily permit it. 

f I had «nu«ii to him, lo frqucnt hia intcqmiion i& bcLalf of & 
eomct, nho I IlkOvgbl vtm very dajvsUv coad4«Md. 
VOL. 11. Z 



" I am »<>rrv T^inl Vlaik^ don ikjI iiitrad Ut publitih 
Wdton; I ain nrmid it will not be done so n-ell» if it 
be done Qt ^ill. 

** 1 purpose now to drive th« book forward Kfakc 
nay compltn>tmb to Mr$. UoawtH* u»d let me Ucmx oftcsi 
froni jou. I SID, clc«r Sir, 

*' Your aflticlioiidto ImniUe aervittkl, 
" Londrm, Ocwb, l, 177*, *' &AU. JuHN»cw*.* 

This tour to Wolcfr ^hicb was nude in company 
with Mr. and -Mrs. Tbralc, though it_na doubt ^ntrv 
butcd to hU lic&Uh and amuacmcnl, did not give an 
occasion lo such a di^cur^ivc cxcrdsc of his mind i^ uur 
tour to the IK'hrJdt's. 1 du noi find ihat he kept »*iy 
journal or notv« of what he snw there/ ' All that ] 

p ' ll fio« appcan iliAt Dr. Johnwn M Ittp n Journal vf ttiU 

Tcmr. whrcb w pnbnhhnl Ui IRlC, undrr ihc llllr nt *' A IVan fff 
a Joufocy into Ndtth Wn}»t in Uic yur JT7i. By £s«iud Joba- 
•iwi,i*X^D- EdUrd, vrtch illutfniiWc noin, by K, Dj|v«i, U L. 3- 
BarrUlcr nl Ijiw/" !2mc>. T*ii« Pinry comi*"* fhirf-fly af rrty shofi 
iifjtvt ti> Hi«i»l tl>e Mriltr'A memory- T^c falTovrin^ !i Ihc cirTt pm* 
Mycv whirH i* eUboaMci "^h ibt DoHuf* u<»a1 tkill imtl vl«|^knct- 

'* \tV wv tlvvkvatonr. Ilia awt uf Sir Itcm^tnil >litt. and «aK 
conducEAj by \1 w uai owr a Iaf^* '^^^ ''^ 'l><^ ^d waocf* ■ a 
rryiud abMindiag ■»ilh tuik^'af %crim and LtrnJic gmndrBf. U'c 
»fcrc tlniy* on iht brink of a pracipicv, or at the fool of a lo/iy 
rockt but llir ieer|>* wrrr wfifoan mik«d : in imny phc^. oiL^ of 
DCtcaniBHm mftf-nitaila ■bat vp Tram :ha cfmoata of Moftr ; a^ 
srhfft thrrr wrrc ap i¥:n there vcrr iidd#npi>odi aail bu^bc*. 

" Itudod the ntcii i> n nnrrow pmh cut apoa tliv *ionr. vbich H 
very ftt^«rntly l«wn into %Up^ ; but att Km pnc««drd ao Tifrthrr 
rhaa to mnkf liia socccwiofi of womlcn ufety accoa^faaF. Tbr 
whole eirmU U lomrwtiM UofioM : (t b tamiuM ty a ierana<at 
ia ih« rock lo a fmc e^ient, with mnoy wiadiai^ and ■apported by 
pitldrt, mK bcffs iau icffalarily, but ^nch a> iaoUali Ibe apoita of 
nniurf ty asp^lin and prmnb^rancM^ 

" 'fhr ptuc« 14 wiiticriii %[iy dnmi>n«Mt aad arooU olfotd an habiia- 
Ikjn not onTOmfijitaWp. Thrrt wrt trom cpaet la i^ava aaili «t 
DuM. ia Ihe rock, TbiM^b tl «anu wslcr« it «iKeb Dovciak by t1i« a^ 
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beard him say of it waa^ Ibat "io^tcad of fah^alc aiid 
harreu iiuwiiUulk*, there were pieea aiid fertile Ofi«s; 
and Ujat ane of tbe tmstk-s in WitU-fi woiiU coi^iain vi\ 
Xhd cd>4l<v thai he had seen in ScocJand." 

rnrhamcnt having bceu di^solvc-d, anil bis iiicDd 
Mr. l^hraUr, who was a itcixdy supporter of govcn- 
Dioiitp hftvlng iigain tti eiicouiilv'i' tlic :»t4>rju of a cod- 
tc^tt'd (.-kcliuui be wrote a ^iiort puiiticHl |)iint|»hlrtv 
eatiUed " Tlw Patriot," • ackiresi^ed to the electors of 
Gteat Brituuj ; a tiik wliidi, tn fiidiuuM nicii who cod- 
«ider a patriot only lu an opposcr of the m^'&Euree of 
government. uUI appeal ritimn^tly misapplied. Il uaft, 
bowcvcr, written with cticrgvtick virRcity; end, except 
those |>a5sagc9 in which it endeavours ta vimEirale "the 
glaring oiitrftj;C oj' Utc House of ("omniotu in the cvwe 

teal of ito proqitctx. the ■xfulnCHi of hit ^hAdotn the harivni of ito 
pTcdpico, the ttfdurv of iu ballon, aod the loflintu of i;* rock^; 
lh« idcAa wbiHk it fomn upon ihc tniadmc. ihc ihublimr, Ibrdtrad- 
kd, ctpd the vut Aborc it Ln4Ct«»it>lf nUxwIct bvloiv wlioniblv 
pmrDndiij-, Bill ii itrff* ih<<^HnI<^n ot llflm only ineitvnt. 

" Ibm hM fEmndcur, tfmpviyd w$tli nnflnfW: Iht* wilktf fonpra- 
luUin htt nwn anivtl at ih^ plufe» un4 it ^i^iffit to think be Duvt 
ever IcAVC it. iUhc lools up to the rocU bktbougbtjtarr dvvM<4; 
lu he tom* hw *yw on the r^Uir* ht i» competed Aa4 >oothnL 

" Ut thAE mouiitkihe prcc]}>KCi at MnwkrtUkne woodrr^ hciv he 
CAIPV ThrTli^r, unit doiibtv how he ^hnll nriim, 11 in ivnlk i« nri advrn- 
iHfr. aad kin dc)jnnillt an *T«pc. ilvr Im not ihc tranquillily, but 
th* boTFOn of «otllnde t a kind of ivrkroWm plMvurc bct^^tivn fri^C 
and wlininition* 

''Uftm w thvlitnbndt of putond iirtQ«. and mi|;ht properly dif- 
fwr [tji ihddnicivtT njmplw and BwiUM. KaMkniricw on hart oo 
illor inkiiUiiinlB thnn paaU o( mijfhly botic and bold raprbeii^ 
nr bwlrBi ^namf^ Mnil hemic TMl«nc«, lliatiaainnf fthouM be 
^Mcrihed Ur blillon, ano llam bjrParnHL" 

SHsorae f»ntic#of llfttn in voL lii, A.C>J 
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-oV tl]« Middlesex election^ and t<t juriify the xttrTnpl 
'to n?d;ice our fdtow-atibjecU in Anu'ricn to imconili- 
tionol sabmtssion^ it contsincd ati Admirable display of 
the properties of a real patnot, in the ori^nal nnd 
genuine sense; — a sincere, slcodf, rational, and tin* 
biased tncnd to the interests ami projipcrily of his 
King nni founlrjr. It must he ackntjwlcj^'ei:!, however, 
thiit bath in this and his two for-riier pamphlets, there 
WIS, amidst man^ powerful itrgiiinen1y» not only a con- 
siderable portion of sophistry, but a contt'mptHoim ridi- 
cute of h» opponents, whldx was very provoking. 



" TO MB. PITRKINS.* 



"SIR, 



" You may do me a very ^at fovour- Mrs- 
Williumti, a grntlcwotnfin whom you may li&ve wen 
at M\\ Thrale'*, i« a petJtioi»cr for Mr. Hetlwrinjfton'* 
charity ; pctitiood are thi£ day issued at Christ's Ho*- 
pitfil. 

" T am n lad manflfjer of huKine^ in a crowd ; and 
if I should send a mean man, he may be put away 
villiout hh errand. 1 muH thcrdbtt: ciitrait that you 
v'il) ^o, and Q^k for a petition for Anna WiUiams» 
vho»e paper of enquiries was deltrcred witli an^vrcrs at 



' Mr. Ptfrkini mu for a numher uf yvun ihp worthy superintrndint 
of VIr- Thmk** grenl brc*wff, and after h'n dcnth bcciine one of 
ttir Fropnctun of il ; unil nuw rriidiH in Mr. Thnki hous« in 
^ouLl)w«rk, which wu ibc ncttic of >o mftiiy liicrwy nttctin^K «nd 
in vrlvich he contifines the liberal hotpitftliiy for tfhidi it am tni^ 
nf nt. Dr- Johnum esteemed him njifcl^ I Ic liunjf op in the count- 
iDg-hou»c n hnc proof o( Ihc ndminiblp AeaDtif>to of Du Johntont 
by HougUty : m\i\ Vkhcn Mm. Thntlr n^rd him ftamcwlmt flippnntJy* 
" Why do you put hint 0|> in the coiinLing-bouM ? " He aniwrr«d> 
*' Bmu««, Miu1:iin, I wh U> hnvr one uitc mnn thrrr," ' Sir. 
(toiil JobcMDll,) I th«nk you. It it a rery hnndtcnc coaipliipcet, ftod 
1 MifVf you tpn^ »lflcrTd>'<'* 
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the cotrntin^-housc of the ho&pital on Thunda/ tbc 
20lh. My servant will attend you thithcTt and bring 
the |>ctition home when you hare iL 

" The jM*1ilEon which they nro to ^v<* us, i» n form 
which tliey delivei" to every |>etiltoner, and wliich Uie 
petitioner U ftlXcrwanlr; to ftU up, nnd return to them 
agfiin* This wc must have, or wc cannot |aw«ed 
acconling to their dircc'tioti?(, Yow n*i?d, I believe, 
only aak foe n petition ; if they enquire for whom you 
Bsk, you can tell Ihein. 

*' I Iw'g piu-don for giving you this trouhio ; hitt it vs 
a matter of great importance. 1 nm^ Sir, 

*' Your moEt humble Eervnnt^ 
"OctoUi^s, 1774. "Sam. Johnson." 
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** TO JAJhlES UOSWELL, £SU. 
*• DKAK SIR, 

" Thbre has nppeanx! lately in the papers an 
MCMinl of the hoat ovenact Ixtnecn Moll nnd iri^a, in 
which inany pnsscngtii-s were lost, and among them 
Maclean of Col We, you know, were once drowned :* 
I hope, thtTrefore, llint Ifie %Utry is Hthrr wiinlnnly 
or rrmn<iiw^Iy told. Prny salisfy mt* by the next 
post. 

" I have printoil two hundred and forty pofi^s. I 
am able to do nothini* much wtwih doinj; to dear Lord 
Hailen'* IkwIc, I will, however, send Iwitk the jlwts; 
and hope, by dc(frcc3» to ansner all your rcftsonnblc ex- 
pectations. 

" Mr. Thnili' ba^ happily ^untintjiitcd a very vl^ilent 
and acriinoniouA Lippij«icir>n ; but fill joys have their 
abatement : Mnr. Thrale has fallen from her hor^e and 
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am T«R LIFE DP -- jiTrt: 

Ittirt hrtsrJf very mwh. '1 he rest of ottr fricncU, I; 
Wef^. arc well- My coniptin>eiiu lo Mr^, RosvrM. f 

•* i •», Sir, 
*■ Yoar mfst ftAfctSmiatc sen-ftot, 
■ Uwti^ Oetefc. 27, 177*. " Sasl JoHKSOM,' 

ThislcMer, wliich shew* hi* Icndi-r ronccm for m 
iimiaUe ymin^ ^nlleiimn to whom Jie Jiad bccfi vi'fy 
miidi oWtg^d Jti ihe Hebrides, I liav*' irwcrU'd <K*cordirtg 
to iu date, tliou^h licfore rocciviDg it I bad inforinccl hin 
of tlic mclimcbfjly event that ihc young l^inl of Col 
was unroTtutiaU'Iy droHDevl. 



" TO JAMES DO?(Vt:iX, ¥Ml. 
" DEAU MK, 

* I--\ST itt^t 1 correctwl Ihr ia^t page of our 
' Journey to the Hebridw/ Tbc |>rinU?r has deUuned 
it M iUln linK% for I ha<i, Ijefiitf I urnit uUn Wain, 
written iill rMtcpc tun «J>o«tii. ' Th« Pittriut* wiu 
callrd r»- hj my pulUiciil (neni$ on Friday, whm writ- 
ten oil Satutxlay, and I hare heard little of it- So 
ra;;tic aiv conjct'turt^ti ot u distance.' Ai sooii an 1 
can, I will tnkc curt Uiat coptc:^ Iw «CQt to you, for 
I nonUI \i-iah that Uier mi^it he ^iven before they are 
boiigbt ; but ] mn airaid that Mr. Stn^k will »ead to 
yoii and in the iMKiksellL-rs at the satne time. Tradt: a 
s« diligent as courtvvy. I bave inailioticd all ibat yoci 
racommendtd. Prny inok« my com|dimentM to Mn. 
BoKwell and the juuiigiiDj^s. The club ha«» 1 think, 
not ycl met 

* _ 

> AlUdiaff loapanS0tiaaUlt«T«tfiiunc «h«ic,«f>r«iiF<g^ M|, 

*■ Jo«niv^to1ht H«4irlilr%r 1 1*7 " Bat Lu not - Tbr TBlrioi' been 

aa intffnipt'oa. br ihc iitat iahc« (« "riu it, «nd lii« lout Itucu- 

riaaaljp tpeiu in tbtenaig !» it^ tpfihiAn? " 
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" Tdl ACf and tcU mc boiwatljr, nrhnt vim itiink nnd 
wimt oLhers &ay cxf our travet*. Shnlt nx* touch tbtt 
continenl? ^ I airii, di-nr Sir, 

** Your most humble servpnl, 

rN<w-flo. m*. " Sam. JoHNsoK.* 

III Ilic ninnuscri|it dtary of thti TCnr» ttK'n? ix the 

" Ndv, 97. Adrent Sunday. I considered that this 
day* bctng the Ijc^nning of the cccW^uvticol year, was 
ft proper time far a xk^' coui^^c ^f li^. [ bc^n to read 
the Greek Testament jcgularly at I60 vertrt ctctj 
Sunday. This day I began the Act». 

" 'Tn Hixs week I rt^ VirjpKw PfiHtornls. I learned 
to nrpejit the F<i)liij iind GnUu«, I read eardecdy the 
fir^t Ceoffficfc," 

Stich evidences of: hb unceasio); ai^our, both for 
** divine and huiauin \rnt" nhuti ndvMCed iitto hii 
aixty*fiflb ycar» ond DotHithstandin^ hianrairy dislitrb- 
ances from disease, must Diake ii> at owai honour lib 
^irit, and lament Uuit it sbouM be mo gritrvously cto^ 
fvA by its mtttrrinl te^rneiit. It \% r^iiiikrkohli'f tbnt 
he was very fond of the (irvmfcoa which caJculatioi* 
pTddaoes. Tbtis wo find in one of his iDanasciipc 
diaricY, " Ifl pageft in ftto Gr. T^at. and ^ pagtd in 
Bern's folio, comprize the whole in 40 days*" 

' ^ t>n. JOIIKBOM TO JOHN HOOLE, K5a. 
" DEAR SIR, 

'* I haVk returned your play,' fthich you ^illfind 
underscored *vith red, where there v^-a* n word which I 



* We hod proJcct^Et x TnTt^p tdgFthcr up Llir BBltick, koJ Ulkol 
:ef fi«ithf( lAmt of U^f mote ™c»fthcfii ngionii. 
11 ■" Clcoftk*.- 
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did nol tike. Tbc red wiU be washed off with n lictte 

" Tii<* jilot IS >jfi well Tmniwl, the intrMracr M arfful, 
and the di»Tfitan|^emenl so easy, the su»;pcDH: 50 aiTc-ct- 
ing, and the paasJonatc ynrtw *f> propcrij- interposed, 
that I Imve no doubt of its stirccss, 1 am. SiTt 
** Vour most humble .<>crTant« 



The first cifort of his pen in 1T7J5, was, " Pn>| 
afit) for Inll*li^hi^^; IIr' Worka of Mr*, Charlotte Ixn- 
nox,")- in tfii-cc volume* quarto. In his diar/. January 
I fmd this entry: " Wroti* Charlotte's Pn>]MMab/ 
But, ind<'C'd, the internal evidence would have t>een 
quite 5iif1i(^ii*rit. Her clnJni to thi* fuvoiir of the puhKck 
WOK thus enforced : 

** Most of the pieco!<, as they nppcnrcd singly, have 
been read ^ith approbation, pcrhap,^ ti\iQvc their im-ritV^ 
but of xho great advantage to tlte vrritcr. She Ijoprvi 
thcreCort*, tlint T^htr sliall not be cx»iiKi«lert-d afl too iihIuU^ 
^nt to vanity, or too studious of interr»t, if from thai 
labour uUich Urn hidierto been eliit-fly gninful to otbei 
she endeavours to obtain at lait sonie p<vjAt io Jh-i 
and her e)uldr<^n. Slic cannot deci-Dtly 4'Qforra IteTj 
claim by the prtibc ot^ her own performances : nor cai^j 
she suppose, that* by the moat artful and laboured tid< 
drew*, any udditional notice could \m: procured to a piit»*. 
Itcatior, of which Her MaJErtv Ima condewn'i>drd la 

be the FATUOSKS!^" 

He this year also wrote the Pr^oco to BufCtti's 
** Easy Lesions in Italian and JKnglish " f 

*■ TO JAMES ]K>SWCLL, KHQ. 

" You never did ask for a book by the po^t till 
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now, and I did net think on it You seo now it 
is done. 1 %iit one to the King, and I hvar he likes it. 

" I shnll send a parcel into Scotbnd for preienti, 
and intend to give to many of m^ friends. In your 
caUdi^gue you MX out I^rd Aurhinleck. 

" Let nic knoWr as HlsL as you read it. how you like 
it : and lei uii? kiujw if any nmtuke b committed, or 
any tiling iuijjoruiut lefl out. 1 wLUi you eoidd have 
«e4;n the »heet«. My compliments to Mrs, Boswell, and 
to Vt-Tonica, and to all my fHend^ I am^ Sir, 

*' Your mo&t humble Acrvaut, 
"January 1+, 1773. " Sam. Joil>SON." 



" MK. 1I08WEU. TO DR, JOHNSON. 

-liUlinhur^. Jan. 19, 1775 
*' Be pleased to ncccpt of my beat thanks fw 
your ' Journey to tlic Hebrides,' which eamc to me by 
last night's [>o»t, 1 did really a^ the favour tvtiee; 
liut ycHj h<ivc been even with me by ^^ntin^ it so 
spredily. His tiat jiri ckv titri. Though ill of a Xtad 
cold, you kept me up the ^catest \t^n of last night t 
for 1 did not stop till 1 bad retid every word of your 
book. I looked hack to our fint t^ilking of u vi»it to 
the Hebrides, which wan many yx^r^A ago« when sitting 
by oiu^vi^ hi thr Mitre tn^ern in Ijoiidon, I ihiuk 
about witching time o'ttighi : and then cxulte^l jn cfTD- 
templating our scheme rnlftlled, and a hiontitneiitum 
pcrcTtnc of it erected by your KU|)eriour nhilitles. I 

■ sTiall only »ay, that your book has aiford<^^ mc n high 
groiifTcniJon. I shall af^emard^ give y^n my thouglitff 
on particulai' i)n&sigi.'5. In the mean time. 1 hnstcn to 
tell you of your having mLstaken two names, which 
you will correct in f^onchiii, ii.t 1 khall tin here, that the 
H genllemca whn dewrve the rnlujihie cotnjilimentTi w hich 
H you have pnid thcm^ may enjoy their honours In page 
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104>, fnr Gorthxt read MurckitM* ; ant] in page SA7» 
fin" Maclean read AfecUof!. 



** But I am now lo apptj to jrou for immediate aid 
in my profcsjion, whidi von hnvc norer reftif^d to grsnt 
when I rc<|iiC5lcd it- 1 enclose you n pctilkm for I>r* 
Mcrni*. d ptijHiciftn at Aberdeen, in which Sir Joh* 
I>alrj'm|ile lia^ rx*-rlni his talentf, iinil nhk^li I ani U> 
«Ti»wer ns Coiin*rl Tor tlie imnagers of the Rojat Infil» 
inary in tfmt city. Ml". Jap]>, the ProTOit, who drM* 
vered to you your A-vedom, i* one of my clients, and, 
&$ a citizen ^f A^rdccn^ you will support him- 

** The fact 15 shortly thij». In « translation of the 
charter of the InHrmfiry from Latin into En^uli. made 
under the nuthority of the mftiia^ei^ the same phnMC 
In the orif^nal U hi m\r i^urr Tvmhrrccl Pkysicmn^ hut 
vhen tippliO'tl to Dr. Meinis i^ render^ Doctor «/' W** 
iUmst. L>r MemiK comptained of thi^ before the tran§- 
tation was printed, but was not induJ^*d with )wWng 
it altered ; nnd he hus brought an ncUon for d^mag*^ 
On account of o supposed injury, ui if the de«agnalioii 
giircD to him was an inferior oite, tending to tnakc it 
be supposed lie ifl ttai a Piyucian^ and con^^erjucntly 
it> hurt h'tA pnirtitv. My fiitlter ha?i dUmisaed the action 
OS grotUKlless, and now he has appended to tike whole 
Conn.-' 

" TO JAMES nOSWrXL, tJvQ. 
" DBA11 SIR» 

" I ioXG to hear how yon like Uh- book ; it is. 1 
think, much liked here. But jMocplienon b vety fu- 

* hi lilt CoEiTiorSfMionfif JWiMlMiidaAacrioalsfini tri«dbroee 
•fflw Judjrni, who iftnlM iIk- l-onlUf*iiftf>r M4if*iibrf party 
b dunKbiriJ/ ke nay appral u> the mhah Cmuv itin«i«tift| of fif- 
UttA, tht Lord frc»(knt nnd fivifU^ other Ja4$«ft, who hnve both 
in uidoBKif Covrt ih« liU« of l^ordi fmn^ thr njuiicvftlidT nUlc*; 
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riow* ; can you pre me any more irrteDipwwc aboat 
him, or hifi Fin^al? Do what yoii can, nnd do it 
ijuickly. Is Lord Hoilcfl on our side ? 

" Ptmj let me know what I owed you when I left 
JiHt, (hnl I inn^' nrnd h to ymt, 

" I nm ROfti^ to write about the Americ«m. If 
you hiiv^ picked up any hints amon^ your l«iryers» who 
are jjreal maftli-TK of the Inw of nations, or if your ovm 
mind »iif^»C!St any thin^j let me know. But mum, it 
is n secret,. 

*' 1 will K-nd yo«r porcc! of book* a* soon as I can ; 
luit 1 cfirDotdoAit 1 wish. Iluwcvcr, you find every 
thing mentioiwd in the btnik wtiith you recommended* 

" T.;in^on ik hew; wc ti« all that ever wo were- 
He \$ n wortliy fellow, without malice, though not with- 
out resentment. 

I "* Poor Benuclerk id «o iU that hU life is thouf-ht to 
be in danger. Ijidy Di mrrtei him with very great 
a^iduity. 

' " RrYiinldA hzLH taken too much to fftron^ liquor/ and 
seems to delight in his new efiFirnrtcr. 

" Thi< U all the now* lh«l I have : but a* you love 
rerse*. i will send you a few which 1 made up<nt Inch- 
keiincth;* but remember the condition, you shall not 
shew them, excqit to Lo«l l-lniles whom 1 love better 
than any mnn whom I know m> little. If he a:ik» you 
to tmnAcrilje them for him, ymi may do it. hut I think 
he must pnimi^e not Ut let them W nipuil :igain, nor to 
ihew Iheni iw miur, 

** I hare at ta$t tent baek Lord Mailcs'« dieets. I 



> U vhuulcl be rMutfrcicd, that iKek finciM Jr«(n|iLron af bU 
Ihcad wa> girco by JohmoQ nfifv t>c hlinaHf had become a water- 

* See ihco \n "Journal of a Tour lo Uia Htbrido," 9d *Jit- 
p, $37. 
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tMver think ohoui returning* them, because I alter 
nothing. You will dce that I might aa ii-cll bare kept 
them. However, i am ashnmcd of my delay ; and if I 
liAve the hi>i)Dur ot ictvUlu^ iiiiy iiujut, |ir«>mi3c |ninc< 
twilly Uy fi'ttirn iTiitu liy Ui<^ next post Makv tny com* 
pliments to d^ar Mrs. Bnawell, and to Miss Voroniea. 
'* I am, dear Sir, 

•' Yours most Iaithfuily« 
" tux. h 1775- •' Sam. JoiiNfiON."*. 

" wit. BOS^TELT. TO DR- JOHNflOX, 

»' Krfinburgh, Jan. 27. 1775. 

" You rate our hiwyers here too high, when you 
call thcin great mjutcn of the law of nations. 



" As for myself, 1 am sfthamed to say I have read 
little and thought little od the suhject of Amerini. 1 

» He rttm 9tn% rac n I-»lin tn)^crij)liou for reyhUlCTtfaJ pietoM* 
Bftovy Queen <ti $r«te, an^ H/ivrwHrdu favoumi mcvrhh >n Kn|eli»lt 
Cr*D»lfttioD. Mr. Alilrrjoan D(>v-dcll, thot cmiatnt Pulran of th« AtU, 
Ivia mbjoined thtm eo ihc engmnnf( from my lecture, 

*' Conlnvtr^nt faintia, 

" }lau$ Urrtiitt cUkmorAnt nVftf, 

■* UMh, pe/ f am 

" Nttmrm ejfpama. 
" MftT> Qucni of&ffiU. 

E^ (he iriKuJK mcnacciii 
And clnjrcAUff, 

Of lirr Tcbc)K<»atMibjeci«t 

SrU hcf lihud. 
With Mn and coofsngn. 
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will I* much obliged to you. iryou wiUtUn-d mo whore 
I shall find the beU iDfomialion of wliac b to be said on 

' both aides. It is n siibji-ct rast in ttfi present extent nnd 
future con^ecfuences- The imperfect hiDtiL which now 

-float in my mind, totid ruthcr to the formfttion ol an 
opinion that our goTcrnnicnt h«.s been precipitant and 

.severe in the rci^rhitioni taktn AgskinMt thr Ho^tnniana. 

<We11 do you know lluit I hnvcno kindness for that race. 
But imliona, or bodies of men, should, as well ax mdivi-. 
dual)(^. huvc u fair triul, and not Ije condemned on cha- 

<racter alone. Have we not express contracts with our 
colonies, which afford a more certain foimdittiou of 
Judgments ihan general political spcculatitms on the 
mutual rights of Stales and their pro%'ince» or colonics? 
Pr;iy 1t:t mf know innnnediatcly what tn read, oiid 1 shall 
■lilif^itly i-ndt*.'iviiiir 1o gather fur you any thing that I 
can 6iid. Is BiirkcS ^iieech on American taxation |>ub- 
U^hed by himself? U it authentick ? I rememlx^r to 
have iK-ard you say, that you hnd never considered East- 
Indian affairs : though svrely, they are of much import- 
ance to Great* Britain, Under the recollection of this, 
I shelter myself from the reproach of ignorance Jibnut 
Ihe Americans. If yCii write u[M>n the ^uNjfict, I shall 
certainly tindet^and it. Bui, ^ttcv you seem to expect 
that I should know «omelhini> of it, without yonr in* 
structtoD, and that my own mind should suggest some- 
thing, I tnist you will put me in the way. 




" What doe* Becket mean by tlie Oriffinols of 
Fingal and other poems of Ossian^ wliich he advertises 
to have lain in hi^ ahop.^ ^ 

»*[ThBqu«ittioa, vhich Johnson dat«noiDpf>»iir to have ftniwcTVff, 
l^^«s lo tl]« roLl()«mg tclUf nlkli Bfckct pnnUd iit ihc rcm- 
fK/Sn: *' Dr. JohrtHon tiiviag aucricd in bU latt pablicaijon, thtt 
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"* TO JAMRS BOflW£LL, iBMi' 

* Yoo senl ine ft aiw Id coottdt-f, in which 1 have 
90 fiurts Inrt what arc affainat 119. nor any pfinei^ikft on 

-vlucb to reason. It \& vain to try to write thus with" 

•ooi motcsiak. Tlio fikct sn^ma to he against ^011 : M 
ieasi I 4'anTtot know nor say any iUiug Ut tli<- rotitrsrr, 
I Bill ^lid ttmt you like tlut book so well. ] hesr no 
iDorv of Ar«c|ihrneon. I shiill lon^ to know what Ijnxl 
HaHea says of it. Lead it bicn privately. I iJi^U laenil 

-ihc |WfU-l !!*< soon as I can. Make any compUmrtits to 

\Mu* fioawell. 1 am, Sir, &c. 

<- Jiia."(8, I77fl. " Sam. Jornwn/' 

'' MR. BOSVELL TO DH. JOHKSOK. 

*' Li^Utgb, Feb. ^, 17T5. 



" As to i^IocphereoD, I am an^cious to liavc^ froui 
jrourN.-li' A fuil aikJ (KiinU^ account of what ha« pasM:d 
between yo4 antl tiiin. It is conltdcnity told here. Uiat 
licfon.- your bouk ciiiiw out he jwiit lo you, lo It-l ^011 
kuow Uiat lie utidcretoodyoa meant 10 deny the authen- 
ticity of Osfiian s poeai« ; that the orIj(^Jmil« w^^rt: in hu 
possGsdot) ; that you might have itispection of tiicti^ 
and mi^ht take th^ evidence of pooi)k i^tlcd in the Kr»c 
language; and Utat he iiopcttt »Uer this fair olTer. von 
Would not Ik- ko u»C4ii>did bs to a&sert tlul licr had re- 
fused rvasonahle pmof, Tliat yi-n jmid iiu regnrd to hts 
mtfs^gc bti: pnhJished your »irong attack ujkid him; 
and then he wrote a letter to you, in imcli term« as he 
thought suited to one who hod not octc^ a» a man of 

Ihf tmntialfT of Omiiin'i pfwmx pprrr cout4 kIivw ihc originni, nor 
CAD it br ftbc^a by aay oihcf : J hereby ilcdsrc thai tbc ofigitkob 
of nnf[iJ Bn<l oOwr poem- of OuUo, U]r in nf 4hofi 6e>r nuay 
wonihsiQilkcjcai ITIW, lor the iv|icclioa<>CthcGitfioi»,"l(c>A.CO 
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T«r«citT. You may believe it give* me pain to bear 
your conduct rcprttented 09 uafavoumtde, while I con 
onJy deny what is snid, uo the ^ounJ that your charoc* 
Icr rcfiitcfr U, witliouL iiaving any int'ormaLiorL to oppose, 
1^ uu^ I beg it of }'ciu» be runnshcd with a fiufiicieni 
iiiiMvcT li» Hiiy irahimiiy uprjti tijis occafiion- 

'* Lord Ilatk-^ wrilrs lo nic, (fiir wif con-eiqvMtd more 
than we talk to;reth<r») *asto Hngal, I sec a controversy 
arjsmf^, and imrpose lo keep out of its way. There is no 
doubt that I mi^ifht mintioii some circuui^tAiicca : but I 
do not chuu: to commit them to paper/ • Wii^t bU 
opiniop is, I do not kaow. He says, ' I am singularly 
obliged to Dr. Johnaon fbr bia oecurale and um^uI civ 
tjf'i<[u». Hod be givL^i M>me Htrlctun-^ on the /^nenJ 
plan nT tJie work, it would biux< nddod oiucb to tti^ 
fjhvourfr,* He is ehaniKxl with your verses on Inchkci^ 
netb, &ays tbey are very cle^aDt, but bids aie tell yon 
he doiiht.H wlietber 

.^' * ~ ' LfgitmmtJkctuM pttiitft pare ftfctt/ 

^ ncronlin^ to the rttliciric ; but that if your eoncem ; 
for, von know, he U a Pre»il»vterhm/' 



I 



J " One ot tbc Scotch pliys^uniM 1% now ivrtH-ctitiny 

A corporation that in Anne |HiUick iu&lxunient have htiied 
Ittm Doctor 0/ Medidtie iikitead of Ph^iUitttt- Boa- 
well dB»if«»> bdi^ adrocnttt for the corporation^ to know 

■ [Hii Lotdihipt not«'JU)»laftdiii^ te* itwlulioo, did ccoinit bii 
wnlinrnUi U> pn}irr. and In nnc of lii» cmr* offiiett Id liU CallfctioA 
of Old Scrt1ti«>i Portfy, h« »ay«, thni '• u> doubt the flurtimticitjf 0f 
tkw|M«ms iiavi6ncm«tlnAcip()(kbm indi-r4-* /. Rotvtit] 

' "Hie iMmtd Bad worthy Dr. Lawrrncc* wtiom Dr. JohnMn n- 
«fircinl wd l«Md «■ hk ph ^ W to n and IrirtiiL 
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wbetber Tit^ior of Medicine w roi a le^liinnU' title, 
and whether it may be coiiftidrri*<) u n dtsatlvanta-* 
geoos diiftiiKtuni. i am to vrnxe to night ; be plc^^scd 
tdl me- I ami Sir, your most, 6ca 



" TO JAMKS UOS\VS£.Ly C9Q. 

■ 
" MV DEAR BOSWKI.!^ 

" I AM KuqinHe^l Hint, knowing as you do Ihr 
'^iBfpOsition of your countrynMni to tell \^ in fkvour of 
««h other,' you can be at aU afledcd by any reports 
that drculate amofig them. Macphcrson never in hi« 
life offered mc a sight of any orij^nal or of any evidence 
of any kind; but thought only of intimidating mc by 
nobe andfhrc^tA, till my Init amwer,^^lhat 1 would 
not Ih- dt-termi from ilettTlirjg what 1 thought a ch^at, 
by the menaees of a nifGait^put an end to our eor- 
n.>s[Tondoncc. 

** The state of the qucstioD is thie. He, and Dr. 
■£lair, whom I conuder as deceived, say, that he copied 
tbe poem from old manuscripta. Hb copie:*, if be bad 
them, and T believe him to have none, are nothing. 
Wlifn' are the nianuwrijiU. 'V\>ty vnn l>e xhnwn if 
they exists but they were nerer «hown. Dt nvrt ejiV- 
ientihis tt non appareyitibus^ sayi our law, catkm est 
rtUh, No man has a claim to credit upon hie own 
word, when better evidence, if lie had it, may be ca»- 
ly prodaeed. But so for as wc can find^ the Erse 
language was never written till very hilely for the jhjt* 
|iOHe% of religion. A nntiutt tfuit cannot write, or a 

iguage that was dcvov written, lioa no manuscripts. 

** But whatever he hoc he no^-er offered to show. 
^If otd manuacripta sliould now be mentioned, I should, 

> Mjr frimd hu, in ikii luitf, relied vpon By UvUmony, with tt 
eaafdcaccp of which th« ^Ttnirtd la* etc^pcd ray f«cAlLf<akia, 
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ui:lcxs there were more eviiIeTice than can he easily had, 
suppose tifi-iii nnotluT j^roof of Scotch conspiracy in 
national faUchood. 

" Do not cetifure ihe e^cprcssion; you knowit to be 
true. 

" l>r. Meinid*^ fjucstion b ro nanow as to allow no 
speculation; aitd L huvc no facts before mc but tlioac 
whicl) hi» advocate 1i3s jiroduccd against you. 

" I connulted (his niorain^ the Prc^jcTent of the Lon- 
don Cnl!<^^' of PhvaJcUna, whfl says, that wUh us, 
Dvcior iff Pftysic (^e do not say Doctor of Medicine) 
U the higfiest title that a pradiscr of physic can bave; 
that Doctor impliiJi not only Physiciatu hut toochcr of 
physic; that every /Joc/o/* is legally n PhgucUin; but 
no lUflu^ not a Docivr, can practiac physic hut by /^ 
cri/cf particrularljr grantrd. The Doeturate '\y- ulici^ineof 
itself. It seenis to u? a vrry sleridennusr of prosecution. 

" I ajn ROW cn^gcd, but in a little time I hope to 
do all jou would have. My compliments to 3ladam 
and V'croniui- lantt Sir, 

*' Your uiuit humble scrvantt 
"FebrawyT. 1775. " SaJJ, JoUNSOS." 

What wi>nU were icsed liy Mr. Ararpbersou in his 
letter to the vctwrfiWe Sn^. I have ncrer beard; but 
they arc generally said to have been of a nntuix? very 
different fjora the language of literary coatcat. Or. 
Johnson's ansik-er appeared in the news^papcrs of tlie 
dflv, and has since been fi-eiiuenlly rc-publiahcd; but 
not with jicrfcct acciirncy. I ;jivc it a* dictated to ine 
by himself, written down in bin pfe?«encL\ and authen- 
ticated by a note \w his own haiid- writing, *' jTAw, / 
ih'mk, j> a true copy,*" ' 

> 1 hove dcpcniiH it in tHt Bnlbl) MuKttat. 
VOL. IL U 
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" Mn. JAMXft MACrU£UM>M, 

" I KKCF,iVEi> >'*mr ttJcJisfi and inipudcnl letter. 

Any violence otltrL-il inc I ^\m\\ tVy my Imr^t lo rr|x'l; 

ftzid what I cannot ilo fnr myfieU', the law sliall do for 

me. 1 hope 1 never shall be dctcrrtd fi-om detecting 

wliiht I think a chcut, by the inenaceA or « ruffian, 

" Wliftl would you have vnc relmct? I thnuglit your 
Inok 311 iiii|MipUure : 1 t}uitk it an imposture iitill. For 
tlib opinioii I have givtm tny rv^iKofiat to the puMiclc» 
which I here dare yon to refute. Your ra^ I defy, 
Yovir abilities, flinct* your Homer, are no* io formida- 
ble; and what I haair of your morals indines me to |)ay 
re^aril not to uliat yoLi ftholl say» hut to what you ^tall 
prove. You m^y jirint llii» if yuu wtlL 

^ Sam. Johnsox,'^ 



Mr. Mtu"pherM>ti lillle knew i\w i:haractfr nt Dr. 
Johnwn, if he supj]ose[l thul hr c-ould Ih< nixily iiitiiui< 
dated; for no man was eri?r more rcmarkablp tfbr 
pertonnl cotjrn^. lie bad, itidocd, an au-fnl clrvad of 
death, nr rather, " of sotnething (iftcr ctn-ath:'' and 
wlixit rational man, who ^erioix^ly thinks of quitting oil 
that be luts ever kuovrn, timl goittQ into a ^cvr and un* 
known state cf b^'ing, can be without that dix^ud? 
But his (l»r was from teflcction; bi5 cuurage luitiind. 
llirt fear, in that one ill»tn^a^, vrhs the n-Kult of philo- 
wpliical and religious consideration. lie feared di^lh, 
but he feared nothhi^ c\ie, not wan vehsii mt^ht occa- 
sion death. Many instances of his rei^lution may be 
mentioned. One day, at Mr. Hcaudcrk's hon«o in ttic 
countiTt when two lar^ dog^ were Ggbting, I« went 
up to thmi, ami brat tbrm till thej separated: and at 
another time, when toU of tin- dauger thertr xktvs that 
a gun m[j;ht burst if ebargnl with many balls, he jiut 
in six or scvai and fired it olT ogaiaU a walK Mr. 
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Langton told inr, th^it w!ieii Uic^ wetv jtwimming to- 
gether near Oxfctnl, he ciuitioncd Dr. Johii&on against 
a |>ool, which was reckoned particularly dnngtrous; 
upon which J<»huf;o4i diuMrtly ?<waiu into it. He told 
mc hiuiAC-lf tJmt one night he was attacked in the street 
bv fuur men, to whom ho nould not yield, hut kept 
them all at haj', till the wateh came up, and carried 
both him aiid thenh to the round-houM^, In the phtjr* 
housic at Lidifieldr as Mr. Garrick inlormed me, Jolin- 
son having for a moment ijuitte^t a chair which was 
placed ior him between the side-secnLf, a geiitlcmati 
took i>o»c3±tiiin of it, and, when Jdm^m on \us ivttim 
civilly demanded hj^ sent, rudely rrfuM-d to give it up; 
upon wlilch JnhiifMin laid hold of it, and tossctl him and 
the chjdir intii the pit. Footer who !^> itiicu^»^ully re* 
vivcd thv old comedy, by exhilntin^ living; character^ 
had resoltrd to hiiitate Johnson on the stage, expccU 
ing grcnt profits from hi:* ridicule of w) celebrated a man, 
Johnson heiiig informed of Jm intention, and being at 
dinner at Mr. Thoinaa Davies's the bookicUer, from 
whom I h&d the !«tory, fie afked Mr, Ourit-s, *' what 
was the common price of an oak stick ^" and bein^ 
answered six-pence, " Why tlien. Sir, (said he,) pve 
me leave to senrl your servant to purchase mc a shUUng 
one riJ have a double i^uantky; K->r I am told Fooie 
nican^ to take mc c(f\ ns lie calls it, and i am deter- 
mined the fellow sluUlnotdo it with im|wnity." Davics 
took care to accjnaiut I- uotc? of thi>, which eflectuallf 
clieeked (he wantnimt^Tics of the mimick, Mr Miic- 
pberson s mcDares made Johnson provide himseirwith 
tbt eatne implement of defence : and had he licen au 
tacked, I have no doubt thnt, old a.s he was, be would 
hav« made hia corporal prowcfis be felt aa mudi 13 bis 
iDtellcctiiaL 

Hta '< JotiTDCj to the Western Islands of Scotland/** 

u2 
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is a most valLinbk pcrformiincc. It abounds in cxiiMi- 
«ive )ihi]o5Dp!iical vicw!i of 5€cicty, end in ingcnioud 
M!titiiticTit nnd livclv do%crSjrtion. A con.>udei-:iltIc |«irt 
of it, indeed, cansjst* of sj>cni1ations, which mnny 
ycn« before he saw the wild region* which we visited 
toj*c(1ier, [>n>1>jililv' had employed his attention, thou;^)i 
the acttml sifjhc of those scenes iindoul>lcdly <juickcned 
And sijgmented them. i\Ir, Oniic, llic very able histo- 
riao. agreed vriih mc in tbis opinion, which he thus 
stronj^ly expressed: — ** There are in that book tboughtf^ 
"which, by loiiy; revolution in tbe^rcat mlad of Johnson, 
liave 1>eeii fornied ami pubshLHl likt^ jitrbbleH rolled in the 



occiiii* 



That he was to some dej^t^c of excesa a trut horn 
Eifs^lishman, &o as to have calatnincd an tmdtte preju- 
dice n^oinst both ibc coimUy and the people of fSGoUand, 
must })c allowed. But it wa« a prcjti^ce of the head^ 
and not of the heart. He bad no ill vviil t^ the Scotdi; 
for, if he )utd linen conicimis of that, he never woidd 
h*ve throivn himself into the lio*a»i of their country, 
and tnifited to ilie protection of it* remote inhabitant* 
with fl fearkss confidci^ec. Mis remark upon the naked* 
sens of tite eouo1r}% from its hein|; denuded of trees, 
WAS made after having travelled two hundi-cd miles 
idong the Eastern coast, where certaiidy trees are not 
to be i\>uiKl near tht.- rond; and iie s;iid it was '* a map 
of the road '" which be gave. His disl)eltef of tbe authen- 
ticity of the poems n^cribed to Oisian» a lilghhridbanit 
was con6rmed in the couree of his journey, by n very 
strict cxamitLation of the evidence offing for it; and 
fitthough their authenticity wua made too much a na- 
tional point by (he Scolch. there wcir many rcs|x'ctflbJc 
persons in that rountry, who did not concur in thb: %a 
Ihathis judgement u|)on the i|ue.>tion oitght not 1o he de- 
cried, €vcu by ibosc ^t*bo differ from Idm- As to my-> 
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wlf, I con only say» upon & auL>ject now liccome vct^- 
unintei'eHting, that nhcn Ihc fnigmf'iib of Iliglilamt 
poi'trv^ (t\'^t earner oui^ I was mtjch pfoii^od with tlietr 

< vild peculmricy, and wn* oiifi of tliooic wliu suIfitciiUed 
tu enable tboir editor, Mr Mnrplicrson, then a younj^ 
mfiiii to maCcA search in the Hij,'hIaLu]H and Hebri<les 
for a lonff i>ocni in the F.r&e bngooffe, which was rc- 
|iort«'il to be preserved somewhere in iho^e regions* 
But wlwii then; oimo furlJi un Kjiick Powii in six Ijookn^ 
with nil the common ctrcum^tnnces of funiier comj)oa- 
tic>n« of tltat nature : and ivhen, upon an nltentive 
examination of iti tlici^ ^va^ found a [lerpctual rocur- 
xence of the same imaf^e? whieh appear iu the froi^ 
tncotd: and when no ancient mr.nu^Tipt, t» autltcnticatc 
tlic work, wui deposited in any puhlick hbrary, thouf^h 
that was insisted on a) a renM^n^thU; proof, iv/io could 
forlieoi- to doubt? 

Ji>hn>uii*A grateftd arkiimvlcdgemi'nlit orklniliiecs rp* 
ceired in the course (jf tliiji twir, eoiiipktt ly refotc the 
lirntal reflcctioiw which Iiarc l>rcn thrown out against 
Jiim, OA if lie had made an uu^^mleful rcrtuni ; oiid his 
dclicaey in sparing in hU book tho»c who wc find, froni 
hh ktlcrs to Mr*, Throlc* wtTc ju*l objects of ocasurt** 
U much to be admired. His candour and amiable dis- 
poalion U ciKispicuoo:^ from Im conduct, when hirornied 
1^ Mr MacLeod, of llasny, that ht- had eommitied a 
tfiiitakep which gave llutt gentleman %oort uneasiness. 
He wrote him a courteous and kind letter, and in- 
. verted in the iiew»popcr£ an advertisenMXl, correcting 

< t}iG mistake.^ 

The olwetvations of my friend Mr, l>cm|ister in a 
letter written to rae, kior ailer he had ix^ad I>r. John* 
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floti's book, are so just and liberal, that they cknnoi be 
too oiWn rt^icAtcd. 



" There IE nothing in the l>ook^ from beginning to 
end, that ft Scotchman need to take ambs. Whnl lie 
lajs of ibc country la true ; and hii obftt-n/ati«ns on Ihc 
peojile ait wbal must n.-iturnlly fXTtir to n wi»Nil>lf, ofc- 
tervln^, and rcfli*tting inhabitant of a contt-tiicnt mo- 
tropolis, when? a man on thirly jiounds a y4*ar may l>c 
better acrommodnted with all t)ie little wants of )ifr^ 
than Vol or Sir AlJnn. 

'* I am charmed with his rcst'nrch« concerning the 
Ene language, and the antirjuity of their manuscnpts. 
I iim fjnite rrmvmtxx) ; nnd I shall rank OxHian ami his 
Tm^al*! and Oscars, amongst the nui:sery tale% not the 
true history of oor country, in all tinw to come. 

" Upon the whole, the book cannot dUj>1ca$e, for it 
fafii no |>retcn^on&. The authour neither sa>'fi he is a 
gecigni|>hcT, nor an antiqiiarian, nor very learned in the 
btitory of Scotland, nor a naturatisti nor a fossilivt. 
The manners of the people, and the face of the cotm- 
try. Hr»' r11 he nttt-mpfs to describe, or wems In have 
thought of Much were it lo lie wished, that thry 
who have trarelled into mcvrt: remote, and of coiirsp 
mortr curious ix^ons, had all posK^scd his ^t*d lense. 
Of the stale of Icaniing, hU obsen-ationa on Glasgow 
University show he haa formed a vcr^- sound j*'dg- 
merit. He nuderstarulFt oiir dtniate too : and he haa 
■ccuniti'ly obiiervcel the changes, howcrei' hIwit and im- 
pefx:eptib]e lo iis, which ScotUind has undergone, in 
COnst<]oenee of tl» Metsiuffs of liberty nnd internal 
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Mr. KnOK, another native of Scotland, who has since 
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niiidc thf »iinc tour, an<t published nn account oi tt» ie 
equally liberal. " I hftrc read (says he^) hi^ boolc 
i|^in and t^nTi, tnLvi-Unl with him from Ikrwirk ti> 
Glmel^, lhn>i]gh countries with whicfi I am udl w> 
qiminted ; mailed with him from fvlenelg toKasnr, Sky, 
Rum, Col, Mull, and IcolmkUl, but have not bt-wi aUe 
to correct him in any matter of consequence, I have 
often admired the aociiracy, the precision, and Ihi.' just- 
nea* of wlmt he odranccs, respecting both the country 
and the people. 

" Tlitr i)i»otnr lia-i every where delivennl lit?* itenti- 
tncntk with rrrrdiim, and in ninny in<tnn<-4^ with a 
seeming; rc-gard for ihe benefit of the inhabitants and 
tlie ornament of the eoinairy- HU ri'murk^ on tliewant 
of tree* and hedpe* fiir Kliudc, a* well o£ for shelter to 
the nittlct arc wcU founded, find m^n-it the thanks, not 
the illiberal ccnEiire of theBativcs. He alao lelt for the 
diitre^ete^ of tht? Higtdundcr^ and explodes with great 
propriety the bail miinagrment of the gmumhs And the 
neglect oftimtver in the Hebriiles." 

Having ijiioted Jnhii^on'K jtirt riim[)linifnt-'« rm the 
Rasay lamily, he gays, " On the other hand. Mound 
thU family e(|ually lavi<>li in tficir encomium* n|>on the 
Doctor'* conversation, ond his subsequent dvilitios to a 
youiip gentleman of that cyMinlry, who. upon waiting 
upon bim at Ix^mlon. wa.i well irre ived, oihI ex|irrienced 
all the attention and n^nrd that a warm friend could 
lir^tiiw, Mr. Mnrh.HKl having also been in I^nidDn, 
waited upon the Doctor, who provided a magnifioeat 
and 4*Kper»ive entertainment in hofiour of hi« old He- 
bridean aequaintanccr 

And, t^ilkini; of the military road by Fort AugiMuj, 
he aays, " Hy this road, thou^ one of the most rugged 
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in Great Britain, the celebrated Dr. Johnson passed fronn 
Inverness to the Hebride Isles, His observations on the 
country and people are extremely correct, judicious and 
instructive." ^ 

Mn Tytler, the acute and able vindicator of Mary 
Queen of Scots, in one of bis letters to Mi\ James 
Elphinstonej published in tliat gentleman's " Forty 
Years' Correspondence," says, " I read Dr. Johnson's 
Tour with very great pleasure. Some few errours he 
has fallen into, but of no great importance, and those 
are lost in the numberless beauties of his work, 

" If T had leisure^ I could perhaps point out the 
most exceptionable places^ but at present I am in the 
country, and have not his book at hand. It is plain he 
meant to speak well of Scotland; and he has in my ap- 
prehension done us great honour in the most capital 
article, the character of the inhabitants," 

His private letters to Mrs, Thrale, wiitten during 
the courio of bis journey, which therefore may be sup- 
posed to convey his genuine feelings at the time, abound 
in such benignant sentiment towards Ihe jjeople who 
showed him civilities, that no man whose temper is not 
very harsh and sour, can retain a doubt of the goodness 
cf his heart. 

It is painful to recollect with what rancour he was 
assailed by numliers of shallow irritable North Britons, 
.'On account of bis supposed injurious treatment of their 
.country and countrymen, in his " Journey " Had there 
been any just ground for such a charge, would the vir- 
tuous and candid Dempster have given his opinion of 
the book, in the terms in which I have quoted ? Would 

> Pflge 103. 
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the patriotick Ivuox ' have spoken of it ns \te bas done ? 
Wciiid Mr. T>tler, surely 

* ■ ■■ m ^eat^ \i ever Scot ilifre vrm/' 

have c\itn'K^t\ hirtiM^lf IhiiK? And l^t iiie jiiM, tliat, 
citizen of tht' world, as I hold mysctf to hr, I have Ihnt 
degree of predilection for my nntaU xolitm, nay, T have 
tliftl just SGQ^ of Hie merit of an ancient njttioii, which 
lias bcnn crcr i^noi^'ncd for its valour, which in former 
1in)c» maintained its independence aguirst a powciful 
ueighboiin and in modern limes has been equally dis- 
tinguished fiJi lU ingenuity' »ml iiidu^tjy m civilized 
life, thnt I sthonid hiivv tVU ii ^eni-iDij.^ iiidi^n;ili4jit aL 
nny injiistiec done lo it, Johnson treated Scotland no 
woree Ihan he did even his best friends, whose cfiarac* 
tors he u$ed to ^Ive as iboy a|)peared to him, both in 
Ii£;ht and fhade. Some people, who bad not exorcised 
Ihcir minds sufficionlly, condemned Jnm for eensiiring 
hb friends Hut Sir Joshua Itcynobl.t. whose jihtloHO* 
phiad prrielralini iind jnstncCT of thinking were not 
les*^ known to ihoH: who lived with him, than hb 
genius in his ai't admired by the world, explained his 
conduct thus : " He was fond of ditcrinitnatioD, which 
he could not sliow without pointing out the Iwd as well 
aj the good in evei^ charncttr; »nd as Ins friends were 
those whose chciracters he knew best, they aUbrdcd him 
the best op[}ortunity for showing the ncutcncw of his 
jud^iwmt," 

He exprrased lo hi* friend Mr Wiiidliain of Xnr- 
folk, his wondei' at the extreme jealousy of tin- JviiUlt, 
and their rctscntcnent at having their eountr}' described 

bj bim as it i-eallv was ; when to say that it was a coun- 
t " 

* I ob*«rrcd niili (iiuch rrgrci. wtiiU die iir*t tcliti*>n af iHIn work 
vnt pnmM^ Ihraugli tht |>rf«J^ (Au^U ITlWr) ^fiJ^t Ihh Ingenious 
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try OK gCHHlfiN Fjigljuiil> would havtr tiem a groKS fal^ehaod. 
■• None of us, (said he,) would \x «»flreiMl*rd if u fate'igner 
who lift--^ travelled here should iiay, that vines and ulivL-^i 
don't grow in England/' And ft* lo hi* prt'judice 
a^^nat the Scotch, which I always oacribcd lo ihnt 
tialionalily which he ohaerved in i^icm^ he »ud to the 
»?UTH- ^ntlemaji, '* Wlwn I fiml n Scotchman, to whom 
ut EnglisJimait i^ ^s a Scotrlinifin, that Scotchni^tn 
shall be as an EngtUhmaii lo uie-" His intimacy with 
many j^ntletneu of 8u>tUjud, and his employing so 
many natives of that country a« hi* amanuefiae«, prove 
Wial his prejudice was not viruk-iit ; and J have dcpo* 
^ted in the Briti^ Museum, amongst other piccc:^ of 
his writing, the following note in answer to one from 
mc, asking if he would meet mc at ditiacr at the Mitre, 
though a frienil of mine, a Scotchman, was to lie there : 
Mr- Johnson dort not see why Mr. Bitkiih'rll f*hould 
suppose a Scotchman less acceptal^ than any other 
muu. He will be at the Mitrr." 

My much-valued friend Dn Barnard, now Bishop of 
Killaloe, having once expressed lo him on af>[irtOienMon, 
that if he should vi.iit Ireland he might treat the pcoj^lc 
of that country more unfavourably than lie h*ul dtitic- the 
Scotch) he answered, with 9tiong]>ointed douhlc-cdged 
witi '* Sir, you have no reason to be afraid of iik'- The 
liiiii 9\v not in u conspiracy to cheat the world tiy false 
representations of the tnerits of their countrymen. No, 
Sir : the Iruh arc a FAin rrorL£ ; — they never speak 
well of one another." 

Johnaon told tnc of an instance of Scottish nation* 
idity, which made a rtry unfavuuralilc impression 
u|>on hi:i mind. A Scotchman of HOnte consideration 
in [^>Ndnn, Ho]icit4.*d liim to rerommc-nd by ihtr wriglit 
of hix luuned autbcHty, to be master of an En^t^isb 
achool, a person of whom he who recommended him 
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confcsfcd he knew do mure but that he was his coun- 
tryiuBH^ Johnson was iihockcKl at this unconsLiL^nticms 

\]| lh<^ miscrahle titvillinif* Af^airttf hi* " Journey," 
in ncwa-|)aper9f magazines atid other fu^tirc ptibLica- 
tio1l^ I can »|ieak Irani certain knowled^, only fur- 
niBbcd him with sj^ort. At lost there cnmc out a 
•curnh'U^ volume, lQi;;cr than jDhiiM>n*3 ovrn, filled 
with mali^tant al)u«r> under n name, recil or fictitious 
of ftome low man in an obscure corner of SL-otland, 
though supposed to lie the work of another SeotchmAn^ 
who has found means to make himself well known 
both in ^KOtlnnd and England. The etTect whidi it 
liad ufKjn Johodon was, to produce thi^^ pleasant observa- 
tion to Mr, Scwurd, to whom he lent the hook : ** Thia 
frilow must be a blockhead- They don't know lutw to 
go about their ahuMt-. Whr: will ifad a fire iihillin^ 
bwA n^iiiHt un-? So, Sir, iTlhev hfid wit, thejr should 
have kept peltmg me with pamplilets,'* 



" Mil. BOSWXLL TO Dft» JOnXSf>X, 

" You would have Iiccn vci-y iicll pleased if you 
liad dined with me to-duy. t had for my guests, 
Mnnpdiarrit', youn^ Maclean of C'ol, the MiicceKtor of 
our friend, a very amiable man, Ihoujrfi not mnrkeJ 
with siich active qualities as his brother : 3lr. Macl«an 
of Torloiflk in Mull, a ^-cntleman of Sir Allan's family ; 
and two oi' the clan Cnint ; fo that the Highlund and 
IKbridvaii gciiiu* rdgned. U'e liod a ^reat deal of 
convcnation aUxit you, and drank your health in a 
bumper. The toast was i»ot projxwd by me, whirli i5 
a rircum«tanc« to he remarked, fijr I iim now to con- 
nected wkh you, tJiflt any thinj; that I can aay or do to 
your honour has not the value of an additional compli' 
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ment. It ib only givinjCf you a giitn^a out of tlint trca- 
fiurc oradrotrntion which already belong to you. and 
which is no hidden Ircasitrc ; lor I suppoise my Adinim- 
tion of 3'ou h co-exintent wilh the kiiowluilgc of my 
p characttfi'- 

" T (tth! thnt the Highlanders and Hehrideans in 
grncnd nrc- nuicb fonder or your ' JoiirTJcy,' ihan the 
low-country or /iit/ier Scols. One of the Grents &aid 
to davj that lie wits ^^itrc you were a mnn of a i^ood 
}u?nrt, and a candid man, cud seemed to hope he should 
\x: ahk to convince you of the antitjuity of iifi:ood pro- 
^rtio;i of the |Kicma »£' Osaiaii. Afler nil that has 
pas^cf!, I think the matter K capable of being proved to 
n ccTtHin degree. I am told that Macphersoi) 4^0!; out' 
old Ki-^e MS. from Claiininnld, fi^r th^ rextitniion of 
. whicli he executed a fonnnl ohligstion ; and it h affirm- 
ed, that the Gaelickt^^U it Erse or call it In>h,) bos 
been written in the Higblnnds and Hebrides for many 
ccnttiric3. It is reasonable to 3Lipp05r» that aich of the 
inhabitants a^ acquired any learning, possessed tlie art 
ofwHtin^a-s well n* Hwir Irish nei^hlfoum, ami (Vltirk 
couviiis; and the question is c;in MjlTincnl evidt-ntv be 
shewn of tbb? 

" Those who are skilled in ancient wntincp< can 
detciiuine the o^e of MSS. oral leaitt can tL^certjnn tlw 
century in which they wctc written ; and if men of vc* 
racity, wlio are so skilled, shall tell ut that AISS. in the 
]Kisscs^on of families in the llii^hlands and iAletf»are the 
works of a remote a^e, 1 think we ^lumld be eonrinoed 
hy their testimony. 

,** There U tM>w come* to this city, HaoftM Maedo- 

nald from the lale of E^j^, who hss several MSS, of 

Ene poetry, u hich he wishes to publish hy subscri|>* 

-tloo. 1 bare cnga{;p:)(l to take tlirec copies of t)ic 

.*book, tl)e price of wluch is to be six Ehillin^s. as 1 
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would 5u1iscribe Tor ntl the Erie timl can bo printed, 
lie it old or new, that llic language may be preaerveJ- 
ThU miin says, thnt nmiie of lii?^ manuscn'pti sire 
ancient ; and, to be Mirf, anv of tbciii whidi wns 
sliewn to me does appear to have the du^yness of an- 
tiquity. 

*' Tlic cnqiiiry ia not jet f]uite hopeless, and I should 
think that the exact truth may he dbcowTcd, if proper 
Rii'ftnA he used. I am. iic. 



** TO JAMES UOBWIILL, KSQ. 

* DEAlt SIB, 

" I AT^i sorry thol I could get no hooks for my 
fricrdi in Scotland. Mr. Strahaii has at Inst pro:nised 
to send Iwo do£eu to you. If they come put the nantc 
of my fiicncls into them ; you may cut tbcin out»^ and 
piUte them with a little stareh in the hook. 

" You llwii see f^oii)^ niM about Os«i;in, Why do 
you think any pan can he proved? The dusky manu* 
SCI ipl of Egg i* probrtbly not fiOy ycora old : if it Im? an 
hundred, it proves nothing. The talc of Canranald is 
DO proof. Has ClanransM told it ? Can he pa^rc it ? 
There aic. I believe, no Erse nianuficripls. None of 
llie old ramilies hud n sittgTe ktlu in Vasc ih.nt wc 
he»rd of. You iay it is likely that they could write. 
The learned, if any learned there were* could; but 
knowing by that learning, some written language, in 
th:it language they wrote, ad letters had net'cr been 
applied to their own. If there arc manu«:ript5. let 
llLeni be Uiewn, with »»me proof tliat they are not 
forged for the occasion. You say many can remember 

* Prom ft lilt in ha hand'HTilinjf. 
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porta of (teian. I beIie\'C all those parts arc rcraoos 
oTUu^ Engliyh ; at least tbeiv is no pfoof of their ami- 
quitj- 

" Maqihenoo h haii] to Iiavc made some transU- 
tion^himwlf; and hsTiuj; taught a boy to writ£ it, 
ordcuMl him to say tbut Jr' had Icamt it of his grand- 
motlKT. Tho Iwy, when he grew up* toW the Jtory- 
ThU 3In». Wiliiatns hc^anl at ^fr. Slrahans tnlilr. 
Doo't be credulous; >-ou know how little u ITigldaiider 
CJiri \k UuAieA. Mnq>bersari is, so far as I know, verj 
quiet* U not Unit proof enough ? Kverv thing la 
[Agalmrt hitn* No viable mnmiscripc : no inscription in 
the lanj^Jttjje: no oorrespondeEice among friends; no 
transaction of business, of which t. ^n^c ^^cmp re- 
mains in the imcienC fnmitics. Alacphcrsons prctcn<:c 
tt, that the character iras Sducnn. If he bad not tulked 
UTV^iiiriillj- tiC rmirruicripisy he tnigbl huvi* fniight with 
tradilion much longer As to Mt. Grant's infor- 
>D, I suppo^ he know* inncli loss of the matter 
thin oun^lves. 

" In the mean ttiDCi the boolcetllcr fay« thai tho 
iBsle'^ 15 aufficicntir quick. They printed four thou- 
Correct your copy whcrCTcr it i» wrong, and 
\g U up. Your rrieiids will all be gbd to see you. 
think or going inysL-lf into the country nbont May, 
" I am Korry tbiit I haw not nnin3g<<d lo j^nd the 
book sooner. I have Idl four for rou, and do not restrict 
you abffriutdy to follow my direction's in the distribu- 
tion. You must use yourown diacrcticn. 

" Make my compliments U> Mrs. Boswell : J suppose 
ahe is now beginning to forgi^'e mo. 

I am, dear ^r, your bumble wrv'arrt, 
"ftb. ss, 1775. " Sam. Johnson;' 
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On Tuesday, March SI, i amvcd in LoDdon; And 
on rrpoinn^ to Or. JolmfTDiiN lieJ^ire ciiDiii^, fiMinil }iiin 
i[i Ills study, silling with Mr Prlcr Gnrrick* Xhv i-ldcr 
brotbtT »t David, strongly rcwiiihlmg liim in nHinte- 
nAnc4? and Toicif, but of more wdate and placid man- 
net-A. John&oD inft>nii«>d mv, that though Mr. Bcsu- 
dcrk wuf in gretkt pain, it wn& hoped he was not tn 
danger* aod ttutt he now Kvblied to consult Dr. Ik* 
Lerdeu, to tir the effect of n " tictr understanding*^ 
Both at this interview^ and in the evening ,\i >tr. 
Thrale's, whpfr Iw and Mr. Fc^tc*r fiJiirirL iind I nwt 
a^rt, he wiu vehement on the suhject of the Oisian 
controversy ; ol»er\itiff, " We do not know* th»t there 
arc any ancient I>?ac manuscripts; and we have no 
other reason to diilKrlievo that tl^ere lux- mcii vnxU thrct 
heftdf^, but that wo do not know that there are any 
Miih men." He aW was outra<;coiis upon his su|.]po* 
>ili(in thjit mycounlrymcn " loved Scotland bell<-r than 
truths" »iiyiti^, " All of thetn,^ijsijr ikiL all, — but drovet 
of them, would come up, and attest ^ny thin^ for the 
honour of ScoUand," He abo [)er^vere<l in his wiid 
allegation, that be ()uestioaed if there was a tree be- 
tween Kdinburgh and tlie t'lni^linh iKirder elder than 
himMrlf. I a^ured him he was tnintaken, and Mig* 
gOLtecl that the projier punishntent would lie that he 
shuiili) receive a Mti-i[ie at every tree almve a htimlred 
yenr* fid, that wa* fciuiHl witbni that spaoc. M« 
Isiiiibed, and said, ^ I believe I mif^it sutiinit to it for a 

Tba daMbU which, to my conx'spoTulencc with him^ 
I had ventured to state as to the juntice and vri^om 
of the conditct of (^-at Britain towimU the American 
colonieFi, white I at tl»e saiwe lime rei^uei^ted that lie 
would enable ine to inform my^df u{>oii Umt inotnentoufi 
subject, he had altoeether disregarded; and liad re- 
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cenUy puMiMicd a pamjiJikt, entitled ** Taxation no 
l^yrjiimy ; nil answer to the Rc5otiilE€RH aiiU Addn-s? 
of the Ampricjm Oongii-j*?." " 

He had long Iiefnrc i[]diil<-cd most imfovounlile son- 
titncDts of our fcllovr-subjecCs !n AineHcx For^ a« early 
at I76l)» I was told hy Dr. John CamplKrll, Umt ho had 
sjitd of them, "Sir, theyai'o a ruco of convicts, ami 
oiight to be thaoWrul for any thirty wc altovr them nhort 
of h«n*pn^/' 

Of'this jrcTformancc J avoidtd to tulk ifith Ijim : for 
I )iad now rmriK*!! h rlfar mid ^^Itlnl o|iini'ii^ llutt the 
people of America nrrc woll i^arrnntcd to resist a daim 
thftt thoir felloiv-suhjects in the inother-countn' aheuld 
have ih** etilire command of their fortunes, by taxing 
them without Uicir own consent ; and iIm? extreme s'io* 
lence which it Ijrcathed, apjicai^ to irc so uDEiiitablc 
to the mildness of a christian |diila:^o|ilLcr^ and so 
dim^lly o|i|>(i»ile to the |ir]]tL'i|J<'H of j>«"ju:t? nhuh iu^ 
had SN> liraiflifutly ivcuinixtt'tnh'c] tii hi:« jiaiitphlet nvpi-ct- 
itijT "Fidkhiml'^ iHland^, tlint I wim vorrv to sec han 
fippcar in so nnlavoumblc a Wi^hu Besides, I could not 
[lerceive In it that ability of crgiimemf or thai fdicily 
of expressLion, for which he wnst ufwn other occasions, 
60 eminent. I'a^ittveasjDiiiori, sarcnsticaJ severity, and 
CTctraragftnt ridicule, which he himself reproliated us a 
test of Irullt, vfcrc united in thia rhajuwdy. 

That this pamphlet was written at the iletire of t)io$e 
who were then in power, T have no doubt ; end, indeed, 
he o^ncxl to me, tfiat it hud bei^n revised and curtniJcd 
by ftome of them. He told mc, that they liad sinick 
otit one pas9Age, iivhidi was to this edfect: " ThAt the 
Cnloiii^n could with no iwlidity ar^e fVom their not 
having Item tn\cd while in their infancy, lluit they 
»hould not now l»e taxed. We <Io not put a caif into 
the plow; we wait till lie b an os." He gaid, " They 
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fttnic-k it nnt Htlirr rriUc^ly as iOQ ludicrous, tu- |MJilU 
c&Uy 33 too exaspcTalin^^ I care nnt w^Mch. It was 
theii' business. If an architect say*, I wUI buiUL fire 
ctori4-<, nud the maa who employs him says, I will hare 
only throe, tHc omploytr b to tkcide " " Yes. Sir, (said 
J,) in ordioAO' cases, Uut should it J>e no wh<;n the 
ard>ite<:t givt^^ liU skill and iahour gratis f" 

Uafavourahlc as I urn coii?«trftiit€tl to ^' my o|»nioB 
of this jiamphlct was, yet^ since it w^is aingimijtl with 
tht^ fteriliiiients of ntimlKr* At thai linn', and as every 
thin^ nlatiii^ to the ^riting^ of Dr. Johnson is of im* 
portonee in literary' bbtory, I eball therefore in^rt some 
possng^^tf winch were ?rtruck out. it cioe6 noC appear n hy, 
either l>y himself or those who revised it. They appear 
printed in a few proof leaves of it in my potMcissioQ, 
marked with correetions in his own hand -writing. I 
fthall distlof^uish tlH-'Ui by litiiicks. 

In liw» iNtni^Aph whfiT hr nays, llie Ameiicai^s were 
incitefl lu ix.'vi^anoe by Europciin Intellif^-tit-r from 
" men whom they thouj^t their friends, but w)k» were 
frietids only to them^clrc*,'* tber« folhiwcd — '* and vuuk 
btf tfurir teiflsknc^s, the enemies of their cvnniry^' 

And the next paragraph ran thus : ** On the oiifn^ial 
Contrivers of mischief, rather than Qn thou wbtun they 
AoiC tkitukd, let an insulted naliun pour out its vcn- 
geanec" 

'IIh- pant^rajih which eamc next waa iuthtfvt* wordu: 
li'ulu/pfn/ M ikat country in which mea espt hQp€ Jor 
aJiinraweni b^ favxturing its cntmics. The trarn^ 
yuiiiitjf q^ liable fvctrnment is not dwa^s eastJy pre* 
aerved against the mackmatiimt &/' stngie iKttotat&rsi 
tut xchat can be the hope of quiet, uhenfactiona hostik 
to the Uguiaiure ean 6c opertiif formed and apen/y 

After tlie |MragTap1i whirh ttow concludes the pom- 
vol- II- X 
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|ih)eU thfit' folliivinl Uits, In w)i]ch lie ceilainly nieaiiv 
tJie j,'ix"at Karl of Chtttlism, and glances itt s cei'tain 
popular Lord Chancellor." 

" V* ^y the fortune of tear, thetf drixc ut utttrfy 
away, what fhcy tcIU do rie^vt can oniy be conjectured^ 
If a new monarchy w erected^ tkcy xviil went a KiKu. 
Hi who first takes into hU hand the sceptre ofAmericat 
ihaufd have a name of good omen. William has 
been knattn bnth a tojtqueror and deliverer ; and per^ 
haps Efigland. however t-Grtlemardy migftf yet suppiy 
them with anothku WiLLiAai. tt'kigs^ indeed^ are 
not uiilin^ to he governed ; end it is pouihte that Kixo 
WiMJAjr may be strongly hicttned to guide their Ptca- 
ittres; but H'higM have been cheated like ether mortals^ 
end suffered their leader to become their tyrant, under 
the name of their Protector. It^hat more they wiil 
rcceivefrom Kngland, no man can tell In their rudi^^ 
vnents af empire thty may want it CiiANrF.riJiR," 
Then came this |>ar;4grujili : 
Their niimhers are at present, not ^uife Jtu^ctent 
the greatness which, in sontcfonn of government or 
oiher, is to rrcal the ancient monarchies; but by Dr. 
Franklin^s rule of progression, tke^ wiil in n century 
and a quarter^ be more than cfual to the inhabitants 
if Europe. IVken the llhigs of Jnu^rtca arc thus 
multiplied^ let the Princes of the earth trembfe in 
their palaces, //VAcjf should continue to double andto 
dc^ble, their own ktmixphere -it-imld not contain tiem. 
But let vol our hfildfAt oppvgners cf authority Uook 
forn^ard with delight to ths futurity of f^/iiggism/* 
How it ended I know not, m it U cut off abruptly at 
the foot of tlic UlsI of these proof pages. 

Hi» pamphlctc in £iij»port of the uieiuures of odtninis- 
tration were publi*h(*<l on his own account, BTidhe aftAir^ 
vrtaA% collected Uicin into a volume, with the title of 
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" Political Tracli, hy the Auihotr of the Rambler*'' 
with this motto : 

*■ Falftiur ^grf^in ijiiu^mt tuh Pfinripf rr^it 

These pamphlets di'ew upon him numerous Bttacks* 
Against the common weapons of literary warfare he 
was hurik-ncd ; but there nere two irtstaiiccs of aniraad* 
ver*ion which I eommunicatcd to him, and frcim what 
1 could judge. Iwlh from hU ailencc and his looks, ap- 
peared to me lu iiii|nv:iK him rnuth* 

Out* WAX, " A h-tt(T Uj Dr. Sitiiiuc<l Jiihnitim, occa* 
sioiii-d by his late political PuhlkatioDE." It appeared 
previous to hia " Taxation net Tyranny," and was 
written by Dr, Joseph Towers, In that performance, 
l>r. Johnson n-oa treated wJtb the respect due to so 
eminent a man, while his condoet as a political writer 
was holdJy and pointtHlly airaigned, as inconsastcnt with 
the eharacter of one, who, if he did employ bis pen upon 
politick, " it niiglu reasonably be ex]>ei-ted shouhi <3b* 
tlngiiL^h himsrir, not by party violcnci' and rnncmirj but 
by inoderalion and by nisdom/' 

It concluded thus : " I would, however, wish you to 
remember, should you a^^in address the ptiblick under 
Ibc ehoioclcr of a political writer, that luxuriance of 
toi^pnation or cocn^ of lan^agc, will ill ci>m[>cnsata 
for the want of candour, of justice, and of tnitli. And 
I shall only add, that :thould I hcrrafler be disposed to 
read, as 1 heretofore have done, the most excellent of 
all your pcrfonnonccs, 'The Rambles,* the pleasure 
«i'hich f have been aecuMtomed to Jiiid in It will be niiich 
diminished by (he reHectJon that the writer of so mofal^ 
so elq(afit, and so valuable a work, was capable of profr- 
lituting his talcnu in such productions as * The l^alaa 
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Alarm/ the ' Thouglits on the Tranaaciknw respecting 
TalkUrndS IslfliiJs and ' The Palriot/- 

T ntii wilVtir^ tu do Ji^!(tice to tlic meritof Dr. Toweni^ 
of whom I niM >ny, timt aUhciugh I abhnr hb Whi^^bh 
lieuioL'ratiral notion^^ am) |ti'0[>cn^itici», (for I will Tiot 
call them prinnpJefi,) I esteem him as an ingenious, 
knowing, mid very convivial man. 

Tho other instnnct ^^rn,% a iiarA^mph of a letter to 
BOe, from my oM and moat intimate friend the Kcrerend 
Mr. Temjilc, who wrote tJie character orCray, H'hich 
hiw had tin- hiniour Ui he adopted both by Mr, ^futOD 
ami lir JuhnvMin in Uu^ir iii:i:uunt& of that poet. The 
wonlx were:, " How can your givst, T will nut smy your 
•^Mtp ln't yoiir morai frk-nd, »<ipport tlw Imrhannif 
jDcttbreG of udmiiiiM ration, which th^ have not the 
ffloc to ask even their itifidel pensioner Hume to de- 
fend." 

However conitdent of the rr.i:titii<le of his own mind, 
Jdinson may h^vc tclt anccrc uneasiness thai his coo- 
duct tihould he erroneously imputed tuunvrorthy w^ 
tives, by giii^d men ; iiid thut the inAiicnar of hilt 
valuable wridrgs should on that account be in Biiy 
degree obstrueted or leswned. ■« 

He complained to a Right Honourable friend of dts- 
tin^ishLxl talents and vcrry clcjL^ant manners, with tilioiti 
he maintained a U>ni^ intimacy, and whoee generosity 
towards him will atlenvards appear, that his pen?(ion 
having been given to hiin as a liteiary character, he 
hod lH--eD applied tu hy ailminiHtniliun ti> write |Miiiticid 
pumiphli-u ; iLjkd hr wa« even ko much irrilJttMi, that lie 
cli?darrd his resolution to resign hts pemton. Hr 
friend showed lum the impraprkty of such • measim', 
anil \i\r aflerwarctf cicprcascd h&s gratitude, and ssid he 
Jud received ^ood advkc. To that &tend he ODoe fig*- 
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□ificd a vriih to have hU pcDfion secured to him {or fats 
life i but hi? m-il!KT a^ilted nur received frotn govtninicnt 
auj reward whatsoever for liln polilirrd lalioam. 

Ou Fruiay, March 2i, I iiiel. him at Ihc Literart 
Club» where were Mr. Beauclcrk, Mr Laiigtun, Mr, 
ColmoD, Dr. Percy, Mr. Vesey, Sir Charles Bunburj, 
Dr. George Fordjcc, Mr. Sicevcns, and Mr. Chnrlcs 
Fox, Bcl'orc he come in, we toLkod of his ** Journey 
to the Western hUinds,'' and of hij comings away, 
** willing to believe the second sight," ^ which seemed 
to excite some ridicule- I was thcD so impressed with 
the tnith of many of the ntorien ijf whkh I bad been 
told, UtuL I «vuwvd iny conviction, auiying, " He iii 
oidy :ci///i^to believe: I do Ijctieve, The evidence ii 
CDougli for mc, though not for his great mind. Wliat 
will not fill a quart bottle will fiQ a pint Lottie- I am 
filled with belief." " Arc you? (said Colman,) then 
cork it up," 

1 found )iij " Journey " the common topick of coiu 
rcTsatioD in London ut thiw limCp whcrcrcr 1 happened 
to be. At one of Lord Mansfield's fontuil Sunday cvcn<> 
tng niuvematiuns, strangely called A^u/c^, hU LtuO^itp 
adctn-itM*tl iit<% ** We have all laf^rn rvadin^ your trarHic^ 
Mr. Boswell " I answeritl, *' 1 was hut X\k' himihh- at- 
tendant of l>r< Johnson." The Chief Justice replied^ 
with that air and manner which none, who ever satr 
and beard him, can forget, " He speaks ill of nobody 
but Oasian-" 

Johnston wns in high spirits this evening at the club* 
and talked with great antniatioD and siiccea». He at* 
tacked Swift, a.^ lie used to dn u|)0<i all occasioao. 
*■ The ' Tale of a Tub' i* vi mitrli siiiKTiour to his 
Other writings, that one can hardly believe lie wu« the 

T JokmotCw " Jonnf >7 to the Woicra l«Uiuh «l ScotLmd/' fifit 
I'm, p.S«6. 
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authour of il : * there is in it such a rigour of mind, 
such a cwarm of thoughts, so miich of nature, and art, 
and lifi,'/' I wondcrcil to h<^a^ hitn say of ' GtiUiver's 
Travob,' " When on<i! you have thought of big men 
and little men, it is Tcry etvxy to do all the rest " I 
cn<karourcd to make a stand for Swift, and tried to 
rouse thovT who were much more al)Ie to ilefeud him ; 
but in vain. Johnson at Jaitt, of )ii^ own nccartl, al- 
lowed very great merit to the inventory of article* 
found in the |K>cket of " (hu Man Mouiitiiin," |iarticit- 
Itriy the dt-ficriplion of hi* watch, which it wa» eon* 
Jectured was hb Cod, as he coneulled it upon alt ocea- 
aioR?. He observed, that *' Swift put hii name to but 
two thing*, (after he had a name to pwt<) ' The Plan 
for the Improvement of the English language,' and the 
last ' Drapiei-'s Letter/" 

From Svrin^ there v/ns mi i-a«y IranHition to Mr. 
Th[i»i»s Shcridan.^^onNsoy. " Shuridnn f* it won- 



*ThU doubt ho* Ijcco muGhogiUudonbuUitiKlcq. I Ihink wilhout 
t^twi miaon. Sc* Addrtonn " Ff#tt.Wrfffr/' M*y 4, HU: An 
A]Hjlugy furiVt* T^lir of a Tub: — Df. Hawk«n«(frth'a Picfnce lo iswirt*! 
Work*, Aad5wift'«LKUrloTookelh« Printer, and Tookc'v Antwcr 
ill thnt cotlcciioii: — Shcrickm'a Life of Swift,*— Mr. CoiirlcoAj'a 
DOtv on p, 3 of hi» " Pi>*iic-tl Rci^lvw of ih« Uuniy aral Moral 
Chnmctrr of Dr. Johnson;" nnd Mr, ilinkKtjB " Zmsj on iho 
Lif« and C^nwUt of John Lord Santrre, ttiron of KTnhan." 

Dr.JnhrMon htn ApcaU only <o the UterMi cvi^tta. 1 Uko 
Itnvc lo differ from liim, hanng nvtry hi^h nelnwltoaof the pot*m 
ot Tk. ,Swifk, HU " .^ntrmvnti of Jt Chuirh-of<En^tandmAn ; " h5i 
" Sermon on Ihc Triaily;* and other tcttom picc«r P'^"* '*"■ 
Inmrinff «■ nvIT tm h^t nnitrnpM ^n I'^glrt lutd metaphyilcki ;" «n<i 
liin Trinnui cf>jQ|mijrnm< of a iUffcfcni caiI c^hibji ool only »rt, hu» 
mnur, And ruiiriile ; but 4 kriirwl«1f(r " of niLurr, and lut. anil 
lifer" ft «rtnbin«iott. thereof, of \hmt powrfi, "»bfn (w ih« 
" Aprrlogy" uij») 'Mhe Authour wn* yflunx- ^" inTcntian nl ihr 
hrijjiii. aod hh md'mg ftt»h in hj*h«d/" mijjhl »urf ly prodaca 
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fl^rful adiuirer of Uii* tr^^rt^ly nf l^titiglns 'iid pre* 
sont4;i] its authour with a gold m^at. Some years ago^ 
at a coflee-lioiisc in Oxford, 1 called to him, ' Mi\ She- 
ridan, Mr- SUeridxiii, Jiow came you to give a gold 
m^Mlnl to I'lome, for » riting that foolish pliiy ? ' 'Hii^ 
you S0C| was wanton and insolcot: but 1 tneant to be 
vaDton and in,%oknt. A mctlal Urt^ nr) valtio hut a.< a 
!JtDm|i "f mrrit. And wji"* Sheridan to asMimr to him* 
M-ir till- right of giving that stamp? If Sheridan was 
maj^ificcnt enougli to bestow a gold medal as an 
honorary reward oi dramacieic exceUenct, he should 
have requested one of tlw Univcrjitie* to cIioom^ the 
person on whom it should he conferred. Shcridnn had 
no Hghc to give a fitamp of ment ; It was counterfeiting 
Apollo's coin." ' ■* 

On Monday^ March 27, t bre^dcfa^^ited vrjth liim at 
Mr StriUian'». lie told U5, thnt he was engaged to 
go that cretiing to Mrs, Ahln^lon's benefit. " She was 
vL^iting some ladies whom T wai4 visting, and begged 
that [ would eome to lier lieneflt. I told her 1 coutd 
not hear: bnt Khe in4«led «o much on my coming, that 
it would have been brutal to have refused her." This 
iK'tss a speech quite chnractcriuJcal, He )n\'cd to hring 
forward his having been in the gay ctrcl» of life ; imd 
he WA^, perhaps, a litltc vain of the solicitations of thiA 
elegant And fashionable sctrcsf. He told us, the play 
waa to be " TIic Hypocrite," altered from C'ibbcr'a 
" Noiyuror,** so as to aatiriw tlie Methoili^tH, " Ido 

" [ThU happened in I7u7p and is uiDounceil iu l)i« London 
Chronkh! oT Ihiit yor, Nor. S6. " Tht cilcbraEttt Mr, !>hi;rMaai, 
BMnagcrof the llinarcltojal 01 Dublin, h4ltt iM*nL urer it jjoZit me* 
iliil. of the iniluc of ten Ki>in«fti ut leant, lU n prcwnl (o lUc It^r. 
Mr. tloinVi Bullior of Di»i|;1aii, uitli on fciiHcrt^lLon^ iicinAitlffl^af 
hia gTVEit nctit \m havtnji; vanclwd ihc KnfcltAlt bE«igc with «ach ui 
Ciedk«l Iragnly." A, C] 
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jiot think {Mt\ Iwj) Uve cliitractfr uf the Ilj-pocritc 
jtiittly a|>|>1ioib)c Ut Uw ML-tluxU^tKr but it was verjr a[H 
pJicttl^lc to the NvnJurorB. I oikc s-ud U» Dr. MtuJaiu a 
der^man of Ireland, who was a grval Wbig> ib^ 
|M;rha|» a Noi^juror wouhl bove been less crioiinftl Ln 
4akinf the onths imposed b>- llic niliog powcr» than 
rcTo^ing Ihcni ; bccau:tc rcfoui^ timn. oeceasarily laid 
Urn under almf»t iin irresUliUe te<n|ibktioii to lje moro 
fnminal; for, n man mu^l bw^ jind if be iircclude:! 
2kimM:ir from the suppirt riirnj:>;Ui.'^l hy the e:(taUb!i< 
mt-iitr will prvibably Iw rcdtiwd In wry nitknl shifts 
441 maintain biroself/'* Buswkll. "* I sWib) thltik, 



* Tbii WM ttot metvly a cumory nmnrk ; for in hk Life of Fratoo 

['it oWiYCH, " Wish fnnnjrflChrr viuc nnd titIuous mc«, who st that 

liD« of Jisconl rutd dcbftU; (kIsoi^i the beginning of thit eeniury,] 

drnauhcd dxurienrt wtfH or ill furtnH. imirv ihan intcmtv he 

doubted Ihe li^t^ilv uf thr (-ovrmm^nt ^ &ni1 rtfutng to qwklify 

^^timtif for iiublivk cin]:loyincnti b; liiking the oatlu veifuiteil, \rh 

■Tthc L'ntvwmty wiihout a dc^prer' I'hit condua John»mi tailb 

■• pcFTrr«tnfji» of Jiitr^ly." 

The question conccming the Donlily of inlunjf ociihA, of wtiaieffpr 
^nd, iin|)»wd hf thr pr^^railin^ power at thr limr. mthrr ibjin to 
\tt cjiclkidtd from all CCK^tn|uenc<r, or even %tif canAideniblc uMiul- 
m Mdety, hnn hf^n Agitau4 with nh ikc Bcuu^nnA of cjuuii- 
»4ry. ft i* reihitfdt that he who ^mc4 Ihc oMk of abiLi/«tion, pvo' 
^utrly bosKirdt ch^ h(» hnd fnimnl a t«U which should " damn 
mtc liiiir of ibc nnLion, imd XarM the other." 

U|iDn raiaib not eulicd to infteiihic irctttudf, or mindi in yrhit\ 
for A 5ttrty U predominant lo eiccM> tAkmjc thnt onLh nc^nU 
,CtinTirIJon. mey haT« born pollimiod iindrr tbe plr^oi^ nccvb^Jtv, or 
ventured upon In hcnl. i4 upon the whole piodncing more gwxl ihaa 

Atacouoty election in Scotland. iaaoTreaitafo» whe* there »« 
warm C9al««l between the friendi of the Ha»P H i i aa loceia^on, 
thaw ftfainn It. ihe oilhof abfvnlioik havuig bten dcmindedt 
iefrre*HJW*f^ «ipon €rtie tide fo«e l*fo*w«y. Upo?» »*iich • very 
line ^rtiilmui, one of tlmr nimbnv nu lo Ih* door to mop 
eallifij; oirt with moeh eiifnwco wi ^ ** SWf, ftay, my (ri«Mk, 
aad Im 1)1 twcar the rogues oui o(kl'* 
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Sir, that a man who took the oalhs contriuy to hU pria- 
cipkTs, was a cictcrmiDe^l wick^i man, becaoac Iw was 
sore be was comuittun^ pcrjiir>', whciviu a Nonjiinoc 
might be iosen^bly led to do what vraa wronf^* without 
heiiig .s(j dii-e«:t1> oiziM-Jiiuii of II" JoHNftON. " Whjr* 
Str, II inikii vrlut g'H-4 Ui bri) U* \ti\ jmtnjn\H wife ia pretty 
Mirv that he is comaiilting wickt^rfiicss." Roswr.Mx. 
* Wd the Donjunng cleri^ymeci do so, Sir? " '' I am 
afraid many of thrm did/' 

I wa* ^tu^tlod at thU argiiment, atid could by no 
finc4iri5 think it convincing;. Had not ht« ohh fntJiCT 
cooipbcd with Uic requisition of government, (as to 
whicji he ona: observed to me, wlicn 1 pre»Acd hioi 
ujKjn it, ** Tiiat, Sir, lie wa* lo attlle with hiimrlfD 
he would probably have thought more unfuroujAlilr of 

JucoUtv who t«ik ihe ostlts: ^ -y -^^'-^ 
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Mr Str^an talked of launching into the grewt 
ocean of London, in order to have a chance for riving; 
into tminence; and, olwer^'in^ that many men were 
ktrpt hnck from tiding their fortune? there, 1>ecau5e 
Ihcy were bom to a competency, said. ** Small eertain- 
Iie0 luv tite Imnc of men of tjdcnbi : " which Johnson 
conEirm^L Mr. Strahnn jwt Jobnwn in nund of a r^ 
mnrk which be had made to him ; " There arr few wayi 
in which a man can Ike more Innoeeirlly employed thaD 
in getting moTM?y.^ " I'he more one thinks of tliii^ 
(«aid Stmhon,} Uie Jucter it u>ill ^ppeAr/' 

Mr Straban had taken a poor boy from the coiuitry 
aa an appi-entice, u|)on John^n't recommemUitiotk 
JohiiMn having enquired after him, said, " Mr Strahan^ 
let me have five guincan <m account, and I'll give this 
hoy one. Nay, if a man recommends a hoy, and docft 
nothing for him, it hi kmI work. Call him down" 




fll4 Tire Lira OF WIS. 

I J(>I1owM Mm into the court-yard, bebind Mr, 
Lhoirs house; and there I hud n proof of wh^ic I 
becird him profess tbiit he talked alike to oJl. 
Some pcoj}lc tell you thot tfK-y let tlnrmsclvc* down 
to the capacity of their bearers, I never do thai. I 
speak uniformly, jn as intelligible a maimer ah I can/ 



4f 



Well, my lv»y, how dn ynti j^it vu 



■> " « 



Pretty 



well, Sr; but they arc sfrfttd I «ii*t strong t^mmgli f*>r 
sofiU'purtu of lUc business," JoiiNsov, *' AVhy I sbidl 
bcforrylbrh, for when yoti consider wiih how liiile 
mental |xiwer and coi'porcal labour a printer can gvt a 
^inca tt week, it is a very *iwirable occupation for you. 
Do you hear, — UJ^c all the pains yovi con; aiul if tbi^ 
doc5 not do. we must think of sonie otlier way of life 
for you. I'liei-e'ft a guinea." 

Here was one of the many, many instances of Iiis 
aetive beiie^'olence- At (lie siine time, the kIow aud 
sonorous solemnity with which, while he bent bim>M.*U 
down, he nddrcisscd a little thick ftliort-legged hoy, con* 
troftteii with the boy*^ aukwardnees and awe, couUI not 
hot excite Bome ludiurcus emotions. 

I met btm at Drury-lane plny-housc in the evening. 
S^ Jodiua Reynolds, at Sirs. Atun^on's requcat* had 
to bring n WAy of wits to bcr benefit ; and 
!-llnftvd forty plates in tlie front l>oxe% hod done 
|tije honour to put me in the k>^"1'' <lohiiM>u nat 
<m the seat directly behind me ; and as be could neither 
see nor hear at 9.ucli a dUtance fix>m the stage, lie wqs 
wrapped up in ^atc abstmction, and aecmcil quite a 
cloud, amidst ail the sunshine of f^littcr and gaiety. I 
wondered at hid patience in sitting out a pUy of Ave 
acts, and a furec of two. He iwid very little ; but a^cr 
tlw |irologt>e to ** Bon Ton " had liee:! spoken, which 
hv could hear pretty well from the niorf ^uw ami dis- 
tinct utterance, lie talked on proloj^iw-writing, nnd ol>> 
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«Trcd» " DnrdcD has written prologues supcriour to any 
that Darid Gnrrick haa vrritt^n ; but David Garnck 
has Vk fitter more gniul prtJiiR'Hrs timn Drydc-o has doiie. 
It is wdiKkrful tliat he Las been able to write such va- 
riety of them/' 

At Mr- Beauclerk'e, where I supped, v^^% >fr. 
Carriek. whom 1 made ha|>py with Jc^dmu's praist oi 
hi^ proIi>^]es; and 1 vuppo^c, in gratitude to hrm. he 
took up one of his favourite topichs, the n&tioiifllity ot 
tlic Scotch, which he matntaiiiod in a pleasant mannt^^ 
witli tlie aid of n litth- podiod fH-liim. " <Vuie, come, 
don't t\my it: iht-y are really nHlianid- Why, tmw, 
the Adams are as Uheral-rainded men as any in the 
woi-ld : buij 1 dffn't know how it it, all tlieir workmen 
Bic iScotch. Vou arc, to UcKuro, wonderfully frfe fVom 
that nationality : l>ut so it happens, that you employ 
the only Scotch shoeblack in lx>ndonp'* llcimit^itod 
the manner of his old maitter with ludicrous exa^^Ta- 
tioTi; i-epcatinj^, with ikiiim-k and hair-wliJ^Oliiig^ inter- 
jected, 

** Ji Kjtf, — rf trcdoi md tidrra — ttditrv viMtu" 

looking dim-nwarck all thir time, and, while proncMinc* 
jii^ the four last words, absolutely toudiing the ground 
with a kind of contorted gesticulation. 

Garrick, however, wfien he pleaded, could imitate 
Johnson i-ery exactly ; for that great actor, with hia 
di«tlngui»hed powers of expression which were so imi- 
vcrsally admired, poiscdscd also an admirable Ulent oC 
miniickry. He was always jeahnts lli^it Jolmson ^ko 
lightly of him. J recollect ht« cxhilittinjf him iu me 
one day, as if saying, '*Dary has some convivial plea* 
santry about him, but lis a fuUh^ fellow;" which ho 
uttered p^^rfectly with Uie tone and air of Johnson. 
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I cannot too frcq&Ktitly request of my rGadcTa^ 
.while they penile my account of JohrMiii'!! convcrsslioD^ 
to mdearour to kee\* in iiiiiid hiA tlelilierate atid stjion^ 
uttdrance. Fits moJc of s|K'nking wm indccil vtry itu- 
pre«8ivc; * and ! vrUh it oould be pr^erved as musick 
itwrittcSf aocoiidiDg to the very ittgciuoos onciiiod of 
Mr. Steele,^ who hu shown how the rcdtation of Mr, 
Gerrick, and other eminent speakers, might lje traits 
iiiitt«d to postei'ily in xcnre^ ' 

Next iay I dined with Jcihnson at Mr. Thrale*^. Ht 
•tUu-ktsl Gnty, nillin^ hnii "u iltill Muw " Boswcll. 
** 1 understand he was nrwrvrilj iiod nu^lit aj^o-nr ilull 
IQ compaoy; but surely he wns not dull in iHtvtry.** 
JoUNsuv. " Sr, ]ve voA dull in company, duU in his 
closet, duU ex'cry where. He was dcUl in a new 
way, and that made many people think him great. 

* My obbla Mtad Vurd P«abit4r raid oner lo mt at Vlllurv with 
m bappv pkojontvy aad lomc truth, that ■' Dr. iohn>on'» i»ymg$ 
would noL appTEar to pxirmonFinnry, vfm it not far hn ^fD-vou 
todj<" The ttoyin^i il^iaftcltts arc gcnemllf of«tcrliofr merit ; but, 
dnulJlf^<i, hit nantter wat nn auiditiuii to lh«ir clT't^l ; nnd thFrrforc 
»hoiiW br attcadcd lo at much m amy be. It K n«cc«ur)'. howrrtr, 
to gUA^ lhot« who were nor nt^qunintc^ «iib hirn, a^imt over- 
charg^H imitatiom or caTiccturcs of t^ii raosncr, which arc frequently 
iti«m}>l^. and mnr^r of which vt lOO^ad-hBad oopta fnHn tbeUte 
Mr llendcnon die 4rtcir, nho, though n ^>d mmicL of wme pet* 
•001, tlid not rrprcflcnt J<ihti«on cofreotly. 

* Sf« " Prmodia ft/itiottaih , or, xn Kmmt toward fsuMiahmg 
th« Melody and H«a»pre of Speech, lo be exprcawd and pfwtMtw! 
lijr peculiar SymUiU-'* LondcD, 1TT9> 

M uae iha phfase in irore, M Ur. Joliiuoit hut expluocd k ia h« 
DidiunHry. " A m/n^ in Scunc. Ihi- BTFtiJi whh ilw Eftaalcal boUb 
of ft non^ nwtCTtt6" But f vndVTBtand that ia adeotifak pviprrty 
k aimBk alE i)ie |iaru of a miitkal eompoaidan wMmi ftoirn in lbs 
cb«i»ci«r« ^ wluch U it exbibiivil u> the cycUihc tlk'iMaL 

[li vi*» dn^ntatiim ihai Sti^rlr prv^vnded lo ffdare \o DOUtkvt by 
aew c^aradcf*. This he calltd the mHod^ of apcedi, ftOt ibc Ad^ 
'aoajr, wtich the teroi ta Kttrt IkiplW, Boi««ir.] 
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He was a mpcltiniical |i«k*L" Hr Itif ii repeated mtm 
ludicroutt lincft, which bav« c«ca|i4H] my memorj^ a&d 
sai<). " Is not that cbkat, Ukc his Ode*?" Mrj, 
Thralc maintained thut hi< Odes wer^^ melodious ; u|xhi 
which he exclaimed, 

" WcftTC ibe warp, nnd weave Ihc woof; " — 

I added* in u aoktnn toiic> 

" The vTimliflg-thvct of CJ>ritd 1 EAoe-** 

TTirre w n good liiw.-^" Ay. (said he,) end ihc n«t4 
lim^ is a guod nnf-^* ((irtmnunriiig it tTniilejitjitiiou^ly ;) 

■■ Give ttiKple vcfgt ni>il room enoujtH,"— 

" No, Sir, there arc but two good stanjULS id Gray's 
gHJcrtry, which are Jii hid ' £legy in a Couotry Church- 
yard" lie theu re|ieated the stanui» 

" FoT who to dumb fOTfctfulociu ■ P'^T.* *c- 

nii^aklng one word; for instead of prtdncU be Bitid 
cotffinci. He added, *' The other stanea I forget," 

A younf^ lady who had married a mar much her ini 
ferioiir in rank being mcrnljoned, a ^pic^lion arose how 

II wiiiiiaii'i n'lntiJin^ should lu'liave lu htr Jii sui.^h a 
situatimi : and, while I mrapttiiliitr the debate, and 
tecollect what has rinee happened, I cannot but be 
struck In a manner that delicae^* forbidH mc to express. 
White I contende<I that «hc ou^ht to l>e treated w\\h an 
iofl^hle steadiness of dbpleamre, Mrs. Thrale was all 
for mildness and forfriTenc**, and, a(.tvjntinf^ to the 
vu^jar phraiic, ^ making the lJe^t of a bitd bargaia." 
Jonysorf. " Madam, we must (fifttin^ish. Were 1 a 
man of rank, 1 would not let a dau^Ker starve wbo 
had made a moan marriage; htit hnvfnjr Yohintarily 
dej^nidcd herself from the station which she was ortgi- 
nallj entitled to hold, I would support her only in that 
which she Jier^elf had chosen \ and would not p«it her 
on n IcTCl with my otltcr dauglitcrs. You are to con^ 




su T^m^MM-v pn*. 



■■ smA a rttr It b noifaHf gOKnl «l««il^« la 
pnnt£ fecfio^ AmA let it te cModcnd, tfaftt the 
dnm of A daa^Aer vbo Mm acied tfao, tobcRstotcd 
to faer former uiuattum, k ckktr fartvtical or unjust. 
If then be no ralae ia thed fatMOi on of nnk, wiiat 
does die fuller hr haog krpk in tfae station to wfaicli 
file hw dcwTiMM ? If theie be « tvIk ia that disdnc- 
tiOD, it cagbt to be steadilf EDuntane^ If indnlgence 
be fhoim to mdi cod^m:!, and the oftadtrr know itat 
in A longer or sborter time they dnfl be received as 
well 81 if tbcT had not contiminated their blood by a 
bttie alliance; the great check upon that inordinate ca- 
price whkfa generaOj occasons low marriages, will be 
nmoved, and the (air and comfortable order of im- 
prored life will be miwraUy disturbed- 

I.iord Cbesterfield'a letters bdng menticHKd, Johnson 
■aid, " It was not to be wondered ai that thej had so 
great a tale, considering that thej were the letters of a 
ftatetman, a wit, one who had been so much in the 
mouths of maukind, one long accustoaed viriim vo* 
lUarc per ora*' 

On Fridaj, March 31, 1 supped with Urn and some 
ftiends at a tarem. One of the companj attempted, 
with loo much forwanhwii^ to rallj Um on his Isle §ip- 
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pcarance at the ihwitrc ; but had reawr to rqwnt of 
his tcmcrit^t " Wby, Sir, did you go to Mrs. ^Mnng- 
ton'fi benefit? Did you sec?* JoilKSON, " No* ^ir," 
«Dk1 >im hear?" Johnson. "No, Sir." "Why 
then. Sir, did you go?" Jofix^oK. "Because. JSir, 
she w u r;)Viiiinti- nf Ur- |MiMick : and when the publick 
care9 the.* thoumindUi |iiie'1 fur yuii th^l il ihii-x A>r Ikt, ( 
will go to your benefit too" 

Next momfng I won a small bet from Lady T^ana 
Bcftudcrk, by asking him as to one of hi* pfirticularitkSt 
which hcT Ladyship laid I durst not do. It seems he 
had liccn frequently obacr^'cd at the Club to put into hb 
pocket the Seville orang*'», aJlrr he hncl Wfuecwd the 
juice of them into the drink n hicli be made for hinkself 
B<»mek'rk and Garrick talked of it to me, and M'ented 
to think that he hnd s «tningi? unwiUinj^ness to be dJs- 
c<»venil. We couUl not divine what he did with them : 
and U)i6 vras the bold {jueilion to be p«it- 1 saw en bis 
table the spoils of the prcccdiog night, some frt^sh peels 
nicely scraped and cut into [rieccs. "O. Sir. (mid I,) I 
now portly sec what you do with the squeewil uran^-* 
which you put into your pocket al thi^ did*." Junx- 
aoN. " I have a ^reiit lovir for ibctu " RoAWerL. " And 
prny. Sir, what ilo you dn with them ? Vou scrape them 
it t«ems, very neatly, and what next?" JoiiNsoN* 
** Let therodry, Jwr" BuswtLi-, "And what next?" 
JouNaoN. -' Nay, Sir, you shall know- their fate no 
further." B08WELL, *■ Then the work! mu^t be left in 
Uie dark. It mint be said (ofsuaitng a mock .solemnity,) 
he scraped them and let them diy, but what he did 
with them next, he nerer could be prevailed upon lo lell " 
Joii\:^iN. " Nay, Sir, ^ou should say it more rm- 
phaticnlly :— he could not be prevailed upon, even by his 
dear^n fHendft, to telL" 

He had tliis morning receired his Diplmia as Doctor 
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of Ijiwh fftini tltt; I'nivenitj ofOxTi^nK Hv dkl not 
Tttunt of hi* nrwdipiily, but I iii«lrr<to<Ml he trashif^'hiy 
pleased «ith it. I di«1l bcre insert the proj^*e*a an<] 
omnpliHioii of that hi^-h ftcadeiiijcal honour, in th<^ »imc 
■minncr bs I luive titHxd hi^ obtaining^ that oi Mml«r of 
Arts. 

To the Rrccrcnd Dr, Fotiieiigill, Vicc-ChanccUor of 
the Umvcrsity of Oxlbrd> /c be c^mmunkuUd fo the 
Heads of Houses^ and proposed in Convocaiu^tt* 

'' MIL. VlCS-CBAKCELLOn AND aSNTLBMBK^ 

" Tht hooour of tJ>c decree of M. A. b; diploiiut* 
fiirmerlj conferred upon Mr Samukl Joiin>on. ia 
consequence of his having (^tniikeiiil^ d'tHtULj^jiJiefi liirn- 
ulf hv th^ |Hibiicatiiiii cfa 9ttn» of EsMiyi, cxcdkollf 
calculatpd 10 form thi^ mAimcrs of the people^ atid in 
which the cmiise of ndipon and moralttj botf been main* 
tftincd and recommended br the rtrongtst powers of 
«rguincnt and clc^nec of lan^a^, reflected an equal 
degree onustrc upon the L'nivenity it^lf. 

" TJie many Jcarned lalxmra nhkh haw SDcr that 
titne eiiiplu>vd tlir tiUi-iiti<Mi atid duphiyed the abiHltev 
of thai gmt man, ko mticb to the advancenent of IJte- 
ntare and the licDcfit of the conimuQitr, rvndfT him 
vortkjr of more dk«tin|;uLshed htinovrs in the Uepoblick 
of letters ; and 1 ]K'nuade myself* that 1 aluiU oct 
ogrMftblj to the sammefits of the ^hole UnWcr»ty, la 
desiring that it mar )ic proptjK^tl in Cofivocaiiun to cm^ 
fer on Jiiiu the dep^^ of Dtictor in CiirS ht% hy dijiJuna 
to wliidi 1 rfMlil^' give my OMurai; itntl aiti, 
^ Mr. ^*ice•ChalKt-Uil« and Ccntkaonk 

'' Your afKrctiouatc tnend and aerrsnt, 

•' DimitoiE^nct, " NoKTtt." * 

Mvch 3, 1775/' 
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" CANCELLARWS. Magisiri, ct ScAotarts Cm- 
vcrtiititU OjronUmU omnibut ad qut^ prettruts Li- 
icrit pcrvcrtcrirU, salutcm m Domino Scnipiurnam* 

■< SciATES, viruwiiil usttxm^ Sauuelcm JoH;ff«oN» 
in muid kujnatiiarum iiterarum gtnerc cruditump omni' 
umyatscUntiai'um cQtrrpr<:ften*iofit/eliciuimttMitcriptis 
^Uj ad popuhrium mons/ornwndossutnmATtrherum 
fUganiid ac senlcnlianan gravitate compotiii$j iiaolim 
inclaruiase^ ta dignus videretur cui ab Academid suA 
crimia qumdam laudtt pnzmia dc/crejitur, quiqt^e wac- 
Ta&ilcm MagiHrorum Ordiricm mmmd cum digniiatc 
COQptuittuf : 

** Cum vcri cundcm claritsimum virum M potttd 
iantlquc laboreSf in patriA praserlim thigud ornartdd 
tt stabltUndd JciidUr impensip i(a ituigfuverint, ut in 
Liurarum Rcpublicd Pkinckps j^jw ef PiiniAKiug 
jurt hcbcatur ; Nos, Cakcellarius, Afagistri, ei 
Scholara UmvcrsitaiU OjroftietisU^ qui talis Tin mC' 
rita pari honeris ranuncrati&nc cx<rqiicntun €t ptr^ 
pttuum stta simul laudisp notlrctquc crgi UUras pro* 
pcmhsimct toluntatit ciiet ntttnufnentum, m soUnni 
Catwocaliorte DwUvrum tt Afagi^rvrum JicgCNtium, 
ct rtan Hegcrttiimip pnedictum Saxitjkixm Juhneun 
Do€toi^m in Jure Civiti rtnunciavimut et conttitutmut, 
ewnquc viriuts pnEseniij Diplomatis singulis juribus, 
priviUgm el hotwrtbiu^ ad istum gradum quaqua per- 
tiftcrttibuSt frui ct gaudcrcjusstmus^ In cujiu rd /«* 
iimonium ammunc Ifniva'sitatis O^'onieniu sigillnm 
prctscntibus apponi fecimut. 

" Datum in Domo isostieL Couvoct/tionU die tric€' 
MtnQ MtHsis Mariii, Astno Dondm AliUtshw) stptin* 
gcrUesimOf teptuagesimo quinto.' 
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" Firo Itcvetcndo TnoM^. FoTHnuciu^ X T. P. 
Ufiiversiiafh 0.romcnM VicC'Cumtllario, 
" S. P D 
" Sam- JoHNStiN, 

" MULTJUnon «/ opm, ui U^timatfium quo^ te 
prtrsidet Oivniettses nomai mcum potUris commi^miA* 
rait, quaii animo accep€rm compertum faciam. Nemo 
tibiflacen^ non UeUiiur ; rttrft^ ^ibi non placet, ^ui vobis, 
UUrarum arbitrit^ piactrc p^Uiii. Hoc tofaen halKi 
incommodi ianlum bcncficmm, quodmUit nunquam post- 
hac sine vrsinf/am^ detrimcnlo vtl lain Uciat vet c<v* 
Mo/'t; Atmpcryuc 4U timcndam nc qu^ miki lam crimu£ 
iaudi cff/p V(^U ali^itandojiai opprobrio. Vcit-^^ 
" 7. W- /f/r. 1775,'' 

He revised some shooU nf Lord H«le3» *" Annalf^ of 
€coUandr ftntl wrote a Tow noU-s on the tiiarpn witb ml 
ink, whidi lie bade tnc tfJl hia I^rdahip did not Hink 
HnUk the paper, And migltt l>e wi|i4*i! nfT with a wi-t 

■anl JxLlowHrav to xtmA lE^byt irould DOtronfttnttam^rUkingacopr 

,4kf It, ftjiring ptrlupn iluii [ iiliotild lilnsr U [tbroul in hi« lifi^'iimc 

Hi* objection 10 ihia nppcAni from his 9&th ktict to Mft^ Ttrdc^ 

vbom in thai liHler )\t ihut hcoIiI* for the gmitiivii of hfrttdttciyAf 

'thim- — " The other Oxford ncwi u. that ihey hatt »ciH mc viky^wc 

i^ Doctor of !.>*«. irilh tudl pnift«« in t>i« IXplonui n« pcrhn|H 

ouj^ht lu ina^« mc uhito^d ; lti«y ut fvry LLc jonr pniM, I 

mmdcr whether t thiU eret ihow il t*> you/" 

li \\ ri^mKiinblr thM he nnrcr, lo f^r «i I know. cLisomtd Ma tlltc 
'of Poc^cr, but cntied Kimnclf Mr. Jchnvoo, u appcnn from m^ny ftf 
lU fetttfi ir notts lo mjnelf. nnd [ hat« men nnrty from him Cu olhvr 
rrnoTfj, irt wHich he vniroiinly tAken thai doij^Blioo^—loBtaob' 
irtvi-cl 01 hji utiliT > Irtlrt dirrctrd tn him ftitli Ihc vUilJUD of £i- 
^Hfrr. And objected lo It » banff a dcaljtoation infctiour to tliolof 
'tor ; but fit i:he(!kiHl me, xnd iremcd pteuetl with \l. beoui^. mi 
cot^tilurcd, he liked lo be lomclimct ukkra out of the dB« of Ut^ 
warf Bi««. and to be merHy^eMMf— ii«^mCi£Ae"tM^<OBtflir mh nvfrr. 
* "Thc<irItciiiAl U in the handiofDr. Tolhcrpll, ihcn Mce^Chon- 
Crilor, wftt BBAde thMtni«scrt|M/* T, Wavtoik. 
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^iongCt xo that it did not spoU hi« maiiaacript.— I ob- 
served lo him thai there werp veiy fvw nfUU frH-mtiso 
nccitrnte ns that I could vrnturc to i>ut ilown in writing 
what they told me as his sayinpr*. Johxsox. •* Why 
should you write down my sayinj^s.** BofiWKLL. " I 
write them whca ihcy arc gwd " Jonwaow* *' Noy, 
Tou may iw well write duwn the snyings of naijoncclse 
that nrc good.'' But tpkcrc, I (night with great pro- 
jiriifly Imre added, can I find such ? 

I visiKfd him hy ajtpohument in the evening, and we 
drank tea with Mrv. WUliiLiiu. lie told qie that he had 
been in the company of a j^ilvnian whm« csLtxaorh 
Oinary traToU had been much the subject of conir^n«- 
tion> But I foutid be hod not ItMencd to him willi 
that full con6dcnc4>, without which there is little bqU:^ 
Cru^Lion in the society of travdlcrs. I wan cunouai to 
hear what opinion soablea judge as Johnson liad formed 
iif hi^ iililliiii'.'*, ;imi ! a*kcd if ht- was not a man of 
sense. Johnson. " Why, Sir, be ik uoi h ilivtiiict r^ 
later : and I shoutJ fay, be is neither abounding nor 
deficient in senfte. I did not perceive any superiority of 
undcr<tanding." Bosweli^ ** But wiW you not allow^ 
liim a nobleness of resolution, in penetrating into disliuit 
ro^'ioiiH ? " Johnson. " That, Sir, is not to the present 
pitrjM>«L* : Wc are talking of sense. A fighting coek has 
a nolileness of resolutioti."* 

Next day, Sunday April 2, 1 dined with him at Mr* 
Hoole'a. We talked of Pope, Joukm^v. ** He wrote 
hin ' Dunehul ' for fame. That was hi£ piimary motive. 
Had it not been tbr that, the dunces might have railed 
against him till they wete weary, without bin troithling 
iunuelf^^at Ibem. He delighted to vex them, no 
douht; hut he h4<l more ddight in seeing how wdl be 
could rex Uiemp" 

Thi' " Odes to Obscurity nud OhUvion," in ridicule 
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of " cool Xfoson and wann Gray," Wmg meulioned, 
'Johrtjon snid, " They arc CoUnon's Ik-M thing?/' \J\vji\ 
lis bdn^ oOeervcd thut it wm Ulicvtd tbv*c CWcs were 
made by Calmati and Lloyd joiatly : — JoimaoK, " Nay, 
Sir, bow can two people iDfike an Ode? Pt-rha|H oike 
tii.'ultf one of Ui«in, hihJ uni' Uit- ulhrr " I olnt-rvTil llmt 
twii |ic^qiU- hwl Jiuttk* n play, mid ijuoted the aoecdotr 
of Boaumont and Fletcher, who were brought und^r 
suspicion of treason^ bccsuse while concerting; i)ic plan 
of a tragedy when cutting tc^tlier at a tavern, one of 
them wuA overheard saying to the other, " I'JI kill the 
|£jnfr* JouNSOM. *' 'llic fiTst of thcsc Ode» is the bc^t : 
'lut they arc both ^ood, Jliey exposed a very bad 
kiiidoi wriliiig." IkiswELL. *■ Stin-ly, Sir, Mr, Masons 
IJBUUdA* is a fine Poem - at least you wilt nllow Uilto 
are some ffood [aswi;^* in it* Johnson. " There are 
now and then some ^ood imitaticns of Afilton's tiod 
manner," 

I oHen woadercd athUlowe^timationoftlie writings 
of Gnty and Ma^cin. Of Gniy'^ |KR'(ry 1 }uive in a 
ibnncr part of this work expressed my high o|Mnion v^ind 
for tliat of Mr. Matwn T have e^er entertuined a wann 
admiration. Hii ** Elfrida *" i« exr|uitite, both in poetical 
desciiptioD and moral sentiment ; And his "Chamctacus" 
is a noble dranm* Xor can I omit paying my tribute of 
praise to some of his smaller poeim, which 1 have read 
with pleasure, and wliicti no critidam shall persuade mc 
not to like. If 1 uniuK-rtHl at Johmon's not testing the 
work* of Mason and Gmy^ still mure have I n-4Mulerr-<l at 
their not tastinfr his works : that they should l>r ium-u- 
sibk to his cnei^ of diction, to his splerjtiour of ininj^^-s, 
ami comprehension of thoii;;ht. Tastes may dtiTer as to 
the violin, the flute, Uie liaulboy ; in aliort all tlw: K'sscr 
JbMninK-fiU : but who can be insensihie to the powerful 
imprewionw of (Ite majestic organ? 
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His " Tnnili<in no tyranny" liciog mcntionciJ. he 
said, '* I think I tiavc not. Iieen attack<^d enough for it. 
Attftck is the re-action ; I hc-vit Ihhik I huvi* hit liard, 
vnless it it-bound^/' Boiiw-ELL. " I don't kno(«-. Sir, 
what you would be at. Five or six *liots of mmll 
arms in every ncwflpa|icr. «nd rcpcEtt'd cannonading in 
jkiinjihlclA, might, I think, saliJ^fy you. Bui, Sir, you'll 
never make out this malrh, uf wfjtch wc linve talked, 
with ft certain political lady, since you arc bo «'vcn; 
aj^ainst her ]>riiici|»1es." JoHSsON- *' Nay^ Si, I have 
the hetler chanoo for that. She !« like the Amazons 
ut' old ; she inudt be courted by the aword. But I have 
not been severe upon her-" Bosiv'KLr., *' Vc3» Sir, you 
have nmde her ridieulous." JoiINSON, '* That wai nU 
ready done. Sir. To endeavour to make Acr ridiculous, 
i> like Hacking the ciumnry," 

1 put lum in mind that the landloix) at Ellon in SctiU 
laid said, th^t he heard he whk the greatest man iu 
Ebg^ond, next to Lord 3Ian&lield. " Ay, Sir, (^aid 
ho,) the exception defined the idea. A Scotchman could 
go no farther: 

* TIjc (otct of Nitvrc could no IkrthcT go." | 

I^y Millcr*3 collection of vcrsca by faahinnahte 
|M-ii|)lt-> nliieh wt^jv. put intfi her Vase at Batll(^^lon vilE^ 
near Bath, in eoinjietition fur honorary prizes^ bcin^f 
mentioned, lie held them very cheap : '* BouU rtnUs (Kaid 
be) is a mere conceit, and an Qid conceit nmv ; I wonder 
how people were penuodcd to write in that manner for 
thiflady/' J named ugentlemanofhisaciinainlamr who 
wroteforo Vase, Jan SSON, *'Hcwa^ a blockhead for his 
\mn%" BoswEi.L, " TheDuclH»s ofNortlnimheriancl 
wrote." Johnson-, " Sir, ttie I>uchess orKorthumfR-rUnd 
may do what ahe pleafse« : nobody will %My uny thin^ to 
a ludy of her high rank. But I should be ii^H to thruw 
a 9 1« ft r, verses in hia face/' 
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I talked of tlw chc^rfiilocss of Flcct-rfrccl, owing- to 

pthc coDAtant quick succession of people whi«li uc ptrr* 

ccWc irasiiig thrfitigJi il. .lonssox, "Why, Sir. Fkvt* 

»trctt hits a very animatixT Appearance; but I think the 

foil tide of human existence Is ni Clmring-eroM/' 

He Riftde the common remark on the unhappiwess 
vhich men who have led a busy life expciii-ncc, v^■\\vn 
they retire in cxpcclatit>n of enjoying thcmsclvea at 
ca*c, and that ihcy generally lai^gxiiih for want ofihdr 
hnbitual occupation, and svhU ti> relnm lo it. I!« 
mentiiiTicd as sirtmg rm iFi:<liiiuv of Ihis as ran well Ihi 
itnjigincd, "An eminent Uiliow*chant!lrr in Tximlntij 
l*ho had acquired a considerable fortune, gate up the 
trrtde hi favour of htx forenmn, and went to live at a 
d?onlry-housc near town. He soon gFCw weor^-, and 
paid frecpient vi^ta to \\iB old shop, where he dcatred 
they might let him know their mtUwg'dayi^ and he 
would come and assist tlicm; which he aceordin^ly 
tlfd* (fere, Slr^ woa a man to whom the n)o<^ di<^;u<^- 
hg etrrura stances i;i the hueiness to wlueb he bjul been 
\wAy was a relief from idlencs:«r 

On Wedntsday, April 5, 1 dined with him at Mes- 
sieurs IWIIts, with I\1t- John Scolt of Anivrell, llw Qua- 
ker, Mr. Langton, Mr. Miller, (now Sir John,) and I>r* 
Thomas rnni[il)cIL nil lr»h Clergyman, whom I took 
the likrly of itniling lo Mr, IMlIy'* laWe, having s<rini 
at Mr. Thmlc"*, and l)ecn lold that he had come 
to Englami chiefly with a view to see 1>T» Johnson, for 
whom he entertained the highest venemiion. He haw 
since puWi-'ihcd *■ A Phil:«c)pbtral Survey of the Seulh 
of Irelnod," a vciry enlcrtnining book, which has, how- 
ever, one fault : — that it aasumca the fktitioua charoctct 
of »n Knglbhman. 

Wo talked of public speaking. JoHXsnx. " We 
jjHist not wtituaU? a nwin'i (lowers by his b^nng aUe ur 
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not able to duKvirr hU 3BmliLnt-fil<< in piiMii-k, Isaac 
Hnu-kins Browne, one of the first viu of this country, 
f^ot into Parliament, ami nevTr opened his mouth. For 
my own part, 1 think it is more di^^mccfut never to try 
to «pcricr th»n to (ry It, and i'ail; bb it is more dE»* 
gnceful not to fi^ht, than to figlit enJ be beatciip'* 
Thia flrpiimcnt flppcorcd ti> me rnlhdoiis ; for if n man 
ht^ not spoken^ it may l>e said that he wouU? hate d<)ne 
very ii^ell if he had tried; wlieieos. If he Uit% trii-d ^ud 
failed, there i» nothin;^ to be wiid fur him, " Why 
tlK-n, ([ asked,) is it thoufihi disgraceful for a man not 
to Aght, and not disgraceful not to ^Knk in |niblick? " 
JonssoTf. ** Because there may be other reasons for a 
manS not S]>caking in puhlick tlian want of n'^jlultun: 
he may have nothing to say. (laiig^hingj Whrrcs>i, 
Sir, you kni>w courage h i-ei^konetl lh<? ^nvLti-^ of all 
virtues; becaiinf, unless a man has that virttie. he has 
no security for preserving any other." 

Ho ob«er\rcd, tluit '* the statutej agmnst bribery 
vrerc intended to prevent U]T«tar1« with money from 
ll^tlinf; into Parliament:"" adding, that " if he were a 
gentkman of landed pix^perty^ be would turn out »II 
hJ5 tenants who did not vote for the cantlldate wliom 
he sup|iorled." LaXgtok. " Would not Umt» Sir, be 
elie<:kinj^ the freedom of eletiwju?" Johnson, '* Sir, 
Htr law docs imt mean that th<? privilege of votiu;; 
should be independent of oU) family intercut; of tl>e 
|iennanen1 properly of the country," *» 

<>n Thur^lay. April 6, I dined with Moi'^t ttlfi 
'Jliomaa Daviess, with Mr. Hicky, th^ pmrttefvtfM^Myu 
iM acqiiaintano: Kfr. Miimiy, the player. 

Dr. Johnwrn^ at usual, sjwtke eon tempi luntcjy of' 
(Vlley CHjber, " Ic is wonderful that a man, ^l*o for' 
forty years had lived with the proat and ihe **jlty,'' 
.^IhrtiU have aci)uired so iO thc'UUetita of c^nvcr^tion: 
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id he had but half to funiish; Tor one lialT at wbat be 
said was uatJis." Tie, however, allowed cotisidenihle 
niL-nt to some of hU coiiicdi<'s, and said there wm no 
,TeAson lo belieire tliut tlic ** Careless Husliond " vkos 
not writUJn bj bimsdf, Davlcs said, he was the first 
drarnaltck writer uho introduced gcnlccl Uilies w^Km 
lbe&lage> J^jhnsoQ refuted hi^ obM^natioii b/ iDUandng 
aevcrai such character* in comedi<r* before bis time. 
DaVIES. (tiyiug lo defcrnd hiniself fitnn a diargL* of 
ignorance,) ■* I mran gmtccl moral chai'acten*." '* I 
Minikr (said Hicky,) gentility and morality are iik«o[i8- 
rable.'* BoswKLU " By no iDcaos, Sir. Tbc f^eiK 
l^ehst charactens ai'C olU^n the most immoral. Does 
not Lord Chcstorfiehl ^vc precepts for uniting T^uckcd- 
ticssfind the grocca? A man* indeed, is not genicel 
vhcD he gets drunk; but most vices tnny be committed 
very g^ritc^ly: a man may dcJ/audi liU fneuilS wifo 
geiitt^cly: ht- may cheat at cani^ giiiUHly." IliLitV- 
** I do not think that is genteel." Boswki.l< " Sir, 
it may not be likep gentle:man, but it may be genlcel." 
JoriNSON. " You arc meaning two dtflcTuat things. 
One means cxtenour grace; the oilier Itonour, It is 
(xrtoiu that a man may he very immoral with cxtcriour 
graee. l/nelaiv, in * Clarissa,' is a rcry genteel and a 
very wickod ehameter Turn Heney, who die*! toother 
day, though a iieiout man, wu4 one of the gentccleat 
raci) tJiat e^-€r lived-** Tom Davies instanced Charles 
the Sccomt. JoiiNsON. (taking fire at any attack 
upon that IMnce, for whom he bad an cxtniordinary 
partiality,) ** Charles the Second voa hcctitious in hb 
praetice; but he aUayi bad n ret-crence f^r nhat wta 
go£xJ< Cliaile^ tlM* Setoiid knew his people, and re- 
warded merit. The ChurcTi was at no time better 
filled tlian in his reigo. lie was llie be»t King wc hare 
bftd Troin hh Itnic tilt the reign of his parent Mapcstyt 



JfttBl. MO 



Di. JOHNSON. 



8«. 



except James th« Second, who was a very good King* 
but unhappily believed thnt it was Dcctrswuy for ihe 
wlvjitioci of his subjects that they should be RoDma 
Catbolick?. He hail themtntL of emlcuvounug to do 
what he thought wa^ fur Uie xuLviiUmw^f thf xoul.^ofhis 
iubJectSt till he losta great Em[iire. It'e^ whothnught 
th&t we should not be saved if we were KomaTi Cstho* 
hck»t had the merit of m.-untAiiimj; our reli^on, at tlie 
cKpencc of submitttDg ourselves to the govcrnincDl of 
King Wilham, (for it could not be done othcrwi^e,}^ 
to the govcniment of one of tlic most worUik^ift scoun- 
drels that ever existed* No, Charles the Scctmd waa 
iiDtftuch a nuiii aa ■ , (nam tug another King.) 

He did not de^tn^y his faltier's ^ill. He took money, 
iiftdeed, from FrnncxM hul he did not beti'ay- those 
ov6r whom lu; ruled: He did not let the French fleet 
pass ours. Geoi^ge the Fir*l knew nothioj-, and de- 
sired to knoiv nothing; did nothing, and desired to do 
nothing; ami the only good Uiing thnt is told of him 
u, that he wished to restore the rrovrn ta its here* 
diteiry viurceraor.'* lie I'oai'ed with f»rodi<^i<iij% vioh-iu^ 
ngain«t George ihf Sri-oiid. WliL-n he ct-asrd, >Ioody 
interjected, in an Irish tone?, and with a comick look, 
'* Ah! poor Geort^e the Second." 

I mentioned that Or. Tlioraas Cnmpbell hod come 
from Iretand to London, principntly to see Vr, John, 
aon. He seemed angry ut Uiis observation. Davie^ 
" Why, you know. Sir, there caroc a man from Sptan 
lo sec Livy:' and Coi'clU came to liigland tu see Fms 
ceU* and when he heard he was dead, went din^^ 
bock again to Italy."" Johnson. " 1 should not hare 
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vishGd to be dcrod to disappoint CfunpbcU, hod he bc«n 
eo foolish as you rqircsent him; biit I should hare 
viHhcd to have bc«n a hundred mites off" This was 
apfMircnllj' perverse; and I do believe it was iM>t }it.^ real 
way of tliiiikiiig: }ie cvultl ttot fitit liki? » mm who came 
av fnr tn m^; him. Ifo latisrhixt with some coaipbcdKy^ 
whtm I toki him CjimptieU*^ odd expreititon to me oon- 
cemttig him: " Thfit hRviog wen such n mnn, was a 
'OiiDg to talk of ft ccnluiy hcnoe," — a* if he could Uvcso 
loiiff. 

We got into an argiinKot whether the Judges who 
ircnt to India might with proprietor engage in trade, 
Johnson WArmtjr mainlaiiied ttiat the r might, "For 
vhy (he urged) aliould not Jialges t^l ridges, as well as 
who dei^rve them lea* ? " I vuud, thi^y whoiild hiiv4^ 
sufficient salaries, and have nothing to take olT tlictr 
attention from the AffaJra of the public. Johxsok. 
•* No Judge, Sir, can give his whole attention to hia 
ol^cc: and it is very proper that he should emploj what 
time he has to himself to his own advanta^. in the most 
profitable manner." " Then, Sir, (sjih! pjtvk*, who 
enliven<xl the dispute by makir^it somewh<it drsma- 
"tick,) he may become an insurer ; and when he is going 
to the benchjhe may be Mopped, — 'Yonr Lordship can- 
mot go yot; here is a bunch of invoices: <«eTeral ships 
ATeabouttosaiL'^ JoiiNtiOK. *'Sir. you raayos wdi^y 
A Judge fihould not hare n house ; for tikey may come 
and ttll him, ' Vaur Ixirilship's house is on fire;' and 
m^ in^itetul of minding the- buMiieivi of Itis Court* be is 
to be occupaed in getting the en^ac with the greaUvt 
§pmd. There ia no end of xim: Every Jiittge who has 
land, tradc« to a certain extent in <^ni or id catlW- ; ami 
in the land itself: undoubtedly his sten-ord m:U fur him, 
and so do ck^ks for a ^'at merdiant. A Judge may 
lie a farmer ; but be is not Lu gild hb own pigv^ A 
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Judge may play a little at cards for his amikAinciit; 
but he i5 nut to (ilar at ninrMf-5, or cliLtok-furtlnng ia 
tbe Fiszza- Mo^ Sir, tli^rr is na proE^ssiim to which a 
tnun gi^'^H a very great prftjMirtion uf hiH time. Tt is 
vrond^rful, when a calculation U mode, hov little the 
mind is acttinlly emjilnyed in the dischnr^ of nriy prxK 
, lession. No man would be a Judge, u|>on the conditioa 
ofljcin^ totflUy a Judge. The beat emptojcd lawyi^ 
htis his muid at work but for a Amoll proportion of his 
time : a gnmt deal of his occupation is mcrHy mediani* 
ml.— T oniv wrtitif for n mugsizine : I tnaik* ;i niVuhLtiitii, 
thnt (f I should write but a page a day^ at tlw Ninni* 
nite^ 1 should, in ten years, write nine volumeH In fEJio^ 
of an ordinary %\ze and pnnL" Roswei.l. '* Sucli as 
Carte's History?" JoiissoN, '* Ycssftiir; wbcna man 
wntca froin his own mind, he writes very rapidly,* 
The greatest part of a writcr'a time h q>cnt in reading'^ 
In order to wnt«; a man will tAiro over half a Library^ 
to nmkc onr Ijook." 

f argued vrarmly against the Judges tiading, and 
mentiofwd HuW uh an tr>^lam:^ of it perfect Judge^ who 
devoted himself cntinrly to his office, Jo]ixso>i: 
" Hale, Sir, attended to other things besides taw; bo 
IcUagrcat estate*" Boswri.l. " I'hat was because 
nh.it be got. accumulated witliout any exertion and 
anxiaty on hin |Tart." 

AVIiile the dis|nitc wpnt on, Motidy onr« tried to say 
KoniL-lhing on our side> Tom Dairies cla|ipc<l hhn on 
the boelc, to encoum^ him. Bciiuclci-k, to whom I 
RicDlioncd thu circumstance, said. '' tb&t he could not 
conceive a more bumihating situation than to \tc clap[)cd 
on tlw back by Tom Davies,*' 

■ Johfucm cvft;TTnfv iliii, who had » HMnif ■trrr* with l:nnHM|(ff, 
and tccoijiig thaH iaifit^try : tjut iltc nbvtrrnti^a i« umI oy>tili»blr la 
a^tcn if) Kf^ft««J. 
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\Vc *poWe of Roll, 10 whose IMclionary of <-\)inmerce, 
l>r, Johnson wrote the PpHiicc, Johnsox, *- OM 
Gardner, the Bookscllcrp cmpLoyixl lloU and Smart to 
write a monthly DiiscTJiQii}', cidlcd ' The Univtrsal 
Victor/ There wa* a formnl written contract, which 
Atl«ii the Primer ii««-. (THi^lner tJiuu^hlaA^mi doof 
the Judg^,' TlK<y wi-rc- tionrid Ut wrili' nnthiii^ a-lae; 
Ihe/ were to fiuvc, I think, n third of thr profits of bis 
six|)«Min7 [iiiinphJet : and the contract was for ninety- 
nine years. I wlih 1 had thoiig:}]t of gi^^ing this to Thur- 
low, in the c«usc about Lilcrary Prop<'rty, What an 
CKccilcut instance would it have been of the opprvasion 
citbookscJIcr^ towards poor authours !" '(FTnilin^)! IJa* 
vicst zcalon5 for tlie honour of the Trade^ faid, <>ajt]- 
pu- WUA not prO|>erly a bnok.'ti'llrr. JoiiNSON. ''Nay, 
Sir \ he certainly was a bookseller. He had served his 
time regntnrly, was a member of the Stndonera' oom- 
paoy, kept a »liop in the face of mankind, puirhoM-d 
copyrighl, and wa* a bibliopole^ Sir^ in crery sense. 1 
vrolc for fiomo months in * The UniversaJ A'i?itor," for 
Smart, while he was mad. not then knowing the 
'tetms on which he was engaged to HritCr and thinking I 
wan duing him good. I ho|>ed his witA would won 
]\-ttini til lihii. Minct relumed U» me, and I wrote in 
* The Univenwd \'isilor * no longer " 

Friday, April 7^ 1 dined with him at a Tavern, with 
a numei-ou5 company. Jobksox, " 1 Itave been read* 
ins 'Twiiis'a Travels in Spain/ which are just come out, 
'J'hcy are as f^ood as the ]tn»t book of travcU tJiat you 



* Then bta probably been aomp fnisuki; aa to the vvna* of Ihia 
*U|i}kO»«tl fitroordiovy ccmlnri, thr rrdinl nf irhirh fr)ut bvanuy 
alToriit^d Jc>hn«i>n «u roucb pUy few hi* uportitt •cvtcn<*«. Or if 
It vnw uordcd m ho mppCMcd. i: i* no iiintifrc ihst I nhould conrltidfr 
II WM m jukt% Mr. Itjudjtct, 1 am OMurcil, iku a nvnhy %\i^ 
libcml mnii. 

I 
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will Uike itp. Tiie^ Are a?i gnntl a<) tliosc ctf Ker^h^ or 
Blainvilk; nay, iw Addison'*,'^ if you except the Icurn- 
iDjf. They are not fto good as Brj'dotie's, but they ar^ 
better llian Pooocke'H. 1 bnve not, indeed, cut the 
kiivcs yet; but I have read in thctn where the pitgt'S 
ftTG opcD, find 1 do not <tii|>i>o^ that what b in the I>af^ 
which arc clo:^ i$ womc thAii what is in the open 
|Migeft.^Tt wfttiU »eem (he adileil,) Ihat Addtxati had 
not Ndimrrd much Itnlian learning, tor wc <lu luit fii»it 
it intrcduced into his nrilin^. The only instance tliat 
I recotIc>ct, is his quoting * Stavo ^Ji£ ; per ^tar meglio, 
tie yfii?"* 

I mentioned AddUonV having borrowed mary of his 
classical remarks from Leandro .\liK!rLi. Mr, Bcau- 
dcrW soid» " It was allaljccd that he had borrowed abo 
from another Italian aulhowr," Joiixbon- "Why, Sir, 
all who ^o to look for what the Closaicks hav-e i^aid of 
Itftlyt must find the snmc passages;^ and i should 
think U wouhl l« one of the first things tiic Italians 
woiihl d<» im thf revival of learning, to colh^ all thut 
the Roman authours have said of their countr}'," 

Oman Leing: mentioned ;^-JouN!>aN. " Su]>poiiii^ 
the Iristi and Erse lanf^uogcd to be the same, which I 
do not believe, yet oa there is no reason to suppose titat 




* [Speaking 6i AddJvon'a Rt^mrh on Itafy in " Th« Journal of 
a Touv to thv Hrttrite,*' (p- ^^- '•^^- tdit.) he aayi, '* it it n irdl- 
owbook, utdif livtrtnotatiachttlto Ail<[ifoD>previc(JHr«putaiioe, 
one MXiulJ not tkink uucli of iL Ksii he vritivQ nuthing cUv. bii 
name wt)uld not hav« livtct Addium doM not tvcni (o hav« gm« 
ilcrp itiU) IiaKui Simturv : he khf w mrtliin^ of ii in tiia lutn^ocnt 
wntirga, — Me tlitivv n Kraat ^^ of TttAch InrniAg.'* Mju-ovi.] 

f [AiiUiion. hcnvevfr, don not iii«ntii.in u]K-r« ihm cdtfbniad 
Kp^tJiph, which hui eluded a very dili|^t nK]0iTy,i4fuuri(I. Malow.] 

* ['* Hot if yoa And iht vune apjJiottiomt In nnoiher bvk, then 
/Mhcm* Uamlnf ralli to the ground,'* JournsI of a Tour to the 

UtMdet, Mi rmprttr ftUtAKI,] 
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tlic inhabitants or tlie Uij;hlaml« aitd HcbriJcs ever 
wrote Ukiv native InoguayG, it i^ not to be crrditcd 
that a k)Dg ptxin was preserved unoii^ them. If «c 
had no evidence of the art of writing Ikcitig prjKtiMti tti 
one of Uw couutic,'* of Kii^UliiJ, vtc should uoi bcliiTtfc 
that a lon^ (locni wm \in:%L'rvvt\ //mv^ thouj^iiin the 
neigbbouriDg counties, ^hem the* same Imi^^uaj^c was 
.^wkcDv tJie iikhftbtUints could write." BCAUClXRlf. 
•* The ballad of Ltlliburk^TQ was once in the movlliH of 
all Uie people of thU country, an6 h snid to h^vc had a 
grcflt effect in bringing- about tlie Kcvolutioii. Yet I 
qne&tion whether any body can regieat it now ; wliicli 

!ws how iinjirolmble it is that much i)oetry sbould Ik> 
itved by timiitian/' 
'Oaflipf tlie company Hvig^'^Unl an internal objection 

the antiquity of the poetry ^id to Ik* Ossian's, that 
we do not find the wolf in it, wliich must have been t!ic 
cose had it ticcn of that o^. 

'Ihc mention of the wolf bad led Johnson to iJiiok 
of other wild beasts; and vliilc Sir Joshua Reynolds 
and Mr. Lnnj^Lini wen^. carrxiii^ on a diali>^e aljout 
aoinething nhkh engaged them eflinvatly, be, in the 
midst of it, broke out, •• Pennant telJa of Bears. — ^ 
fwhnt he nddcnl, I have forgotten.] Tliey vrvnt oo, 
which he bein^ dull of Innnn^, ditl not perceive, or, if 
he did, was not willing to break off hU talk ; so he con- 
tjimed to vociferate his remark*, and litar (" like n 
woi-d ir» a ciU'b " ;ls Beatiderk said,) was repeatedly 
heard at inU'i'vaU, wbirh untiing from him who, by 
those* who did not kimw him, Imd bi.vn no often ^Lwbni- 
lated to tliat ferocious animal, while we who wen- 
rittinj; round could Ijardly ttifle Iau{;hler, produced a 
very Uidicrous effect. Silence having ensued, he pro- 
(Cecdcd ; " \Vc ai-c told, Uiat the black k-ar li innocent ', 
but I »lM>uld not like to tiunt myH;lf ivitli liiiu." 
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Mr. Gilibcii iiiuttcrcd, in a low tone of vriicc, ** J sTioiiU 
not like U> liusl myHeli'witU ffou." This piece of »«t^ 
uulick iileiuaiUi y was a |irudc]it n*«ilutioii, if np^lied 
to n cotnp(*tilii»]i uf abiUde^ 

Patriotifitn having become one of our to|»ick», John- 

rion ^uJd^nly uttered, in a strong; clcterminccl lone, an 

apophtliL^^m, III ivliicli many will Mfirt : " Patnotuni is 

llic last refuge of a *coundivl." But let it be conndcrcd. 

tliat ifedid not mean a real and generous love of our 

country, but that prrU-ndnl patrlotUm nhidi ho mniiy, 

in all agvs and coiiiilws, luivr m»dr a rlwik fur M-lf-iti- 

lerest. 1 maintaiTied, that certainly all palriotn nciv 

not scoundrel*. Beinff iirf^d, (not l)y Jobrson) to name 

one exception, I mentioned an eminent |>crson, Khonn 

vtc all greatly admired. JoilssON. ** Smt, I do not say 

tiioA he lA U0t boncat ; but we bave no reason to coi^ 

elude from h'tA political eonduct tliat hcMlioncnt. Were 

lie tu accept n place from tbj^ miuistryt he noidd lose 

that character of iirrancH whieh be has, and might lie 

turned out of his |Jace in a year. Thi» mlnisti^ b 

iicithcr xUible, nor grateful to their friends, ajf Sir 

Bobert WalpoLe was : so that be may tliink it more for 

hij( interest to take his chance of bi« party coming in." 

iMrs> Pritehard bcini^ mentioned, he said, " Ilcr 
playing waa quite meelianical. It in wonderful Itoir 
littb- mind the liad. Kr, she liad never read tlie tra* 
gi^y of Mocbcili all tlirough. f^te ro mom Uiouglit 
of the play '»tit of which her part was taken, tliaii a 
ilioemaker thinks of the skin, out of which Ua* piece of 
Icfttbcr of which he is tnakinj* a pair of shoes. Is cut*" 

On Saturdayi May 8, I din«d M'ith him at .Mr. 
Throle's, where we met tJic Iriah Dr. Campbell John- 
•OD had supped the night before at Mrs. Abbi^too's 
with some fashionable {lefiple whuro lie namnl; ami he 
seemed much plenM^I with luivin^ made one in w ckv 
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gaot a drcle. Nor did he omit *o plqu<^ his rmsirrxs 
m IttUe with jealousy of hcv hoiisewiTery ; Tor he «aid, 
(with n unUe,) " Mr*. Ahington'i« jellr, my dear lady^ 
wvts hotter than joiirs.** 

Mrfi- Thrale, who frequently practued n ronr^ mode 
of flittlery, liy ropealin^ his bi^n-mots in his hearing:. 
tf)\t\ us tbat he bad said, n ccrtmn celebrated actor was 
jurt fit to stAnd at the door of an auction-ronm with n 
long yicih^ and cry, '' Prny, gertih.incn» wnlk in ;" and 
^lliat n eiTtaiti nnthnnr upon hearing this, had said, tfint 
ter still more celebnitod net or was fit for nothing 
better than that, and would pick your pocket ufteT you 
came out, Joiin^son, " Nay, my dear Iqdy, there ig 
DO wit in what our friend added ; there u only abuse. 
Vou may aa well «Ay of any man that he will pick a 
pockel. Besides, the man who is stationed at the door 
does not pick jM^opltV jtocketA i that is done within hy 
the auelliiiiei':-," 

Mr*- Thralc told u* ilmt Tom Diivie* n-pCRtc*d, in a 
very fwld manner, the story ofDr. Jolinson's fir*t n'par- 
tee to me, which 1 have related exaeily^* He made me 
Boy, '' I teat horn in Seotlnnd,'* insteml of " I come 
from Scotland; " so that Johnson's saying", ** That, 
£»r, i:t what a gieat many of your ooiintnineti cannot 
help/' had no point, or t^en meaning: find that uiion 
thifl being mentioned lo Mr. FilzherlxTt, he obwrrvrd, 
" It i< not evei-y mnii Ihjit can carry n h>n mof" 

On Monday, April 10, I <hned with him at General 
Ogteth^p^'^* with Mv, Lan;7toD find the Irish Dr. Cnmp- 
btll, whom the gwieral had obligingly giren me leave to 
bring with mc. Tlii* kamcd gmtleman was thus grn- 
tifird with a Tcry high intellectual feast, by not only 
bcbg in company with Dr. Johnson, hut with ticocral 
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Oglethorpe, who hnd been so long a cdebmtct^tiboic 
both At hoiT^ and nhrood.* 

I fiHijit, nguhi and again^ iDtreat of m^ rv&d^i<a mi 
to sup[X)fi^ that my imperfect record of coiiveraxtioii 
CMitftins the whole of ^rhnt nr&A f»ul by Johit^n, or 
other em i Dent perionit who lived with him. What I 
have preserved^ honuvcr, has th? vahit oi'th<- niuest per- 
fect authenticity. 

lie this dajenlar^^ upooPc^'sfnt-Iaiicholjr remark, 

** Mob ntvrr u. bot alwayi lo 4« blral." 

He a««erted, that thcpJttcnt was iMver a hiippy £tate 
toony human licnig; but ttial, ok every pari of life, <if 
whirh "wt are coosciom^ vos at some point o4 time a 
period yet Ut come, in which fdtnty was ex|x<rtedv 
thi-i-L- wa.s faoftK' hapfiiticKs produrcn) hy hn|it'. Being 
pro«fted upon tliU mbj«Mrt, aiul nvLi^l if he n*«1ly wm^c of 
OTHnton, thtx though, in g<>n(<ni), happine«« wns v«y 
rarv in human life, a man u^ns not fomctime^ hapfij 
in the moment tJwt ivas present, be answcml, ^' Nerer^ 
but when he is dniolt." • 

' Let m^ briT be ilTuATd 10 pay my tribute ofDiCAt uDctrc gralW 
tndl Bo tHt memory of that ticcllcat pcncn, my intinBcy with wlM>m 
wn the more rftluablc \^ iDt, tccnusc my ftrti icqtfAintnncc with 
him «riiL unwpvct^tj baH u&iiAbcU*d. $noA ifter Iho pablicaOion tf 
»y "* Arrt^ont of Qtf^Im," ke <tid vc cbc hoaour ii> ull on mr, «nil 
■pprMchini ■!« vilh * fnAt ooun«<Mi vr, m^, *^ My bmuc, S*r, it 
PsIvtboflK, Msd i ttiifc 10 be MqaAidlcrl i«Ub you/' I nu hoc a 
lltlk flAtt«r«<l 10 b« thu« iildniM^f by an cniiwm mam, cf whom I 
hwf mul in Pope hoB ny f«r1y yean, 

*■ Or dnvcc b>' rtreajr bCT H Tolence gf wwdg 
" Yk'iW 6y lilr < Igl^thofpc, Tma polt (c pok;' 
t ronrortcnaic enoogh to b« fb«nd miff by of ha c«o4 flpitiiAa, tnio- 
mnrh. iSnt I not only wiu inntcid Id nnt« or^ in the mnr rt'ivper ta- 
bic cnnpania whom hcrnccruincdBthii ubl«. b«i had a cov«rai nia 
hnapllablv board crny d>y wtwfi I hnppeMd 10 W divntj^^ ; ^ml 
Jti bij *odcty 1 ncrcr failed lo enjoy learned a^d animaicd OMreru- 
lioD.vnsonH wilhgtitainc ataliaientiof nrm^BMl Hi^ioQ. 
VOL, II. Z 
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H^ urged General t>gleihorpe to givt* Ihp workl hb 
Life. He ftuiJ, *' 1 knoti' no man whose Lifu woukl be 
nlolX^ interesting. ITl were fumisbed with nial^r^^^^ 
I dwuld be very glad to write it." * ^^f^H 

Mr Scott of AmwcU's Hlegicn were Ijri^^ iQ the iTiom. 
Dr. Johnson oUiprveil '* Tht-j are vi-ry well; but sueli 
^ tweiit)- jKoplf- might write.*' Ujjoti lbi> I took occ^ 
jjon to controvert Horace's maxim, 



■m^tOCrihui UftpOitU 



'* \fljr 7>{, won fcfjfflinrjt "O" trwflwa^ nWuiuit** .-" 

for here, (I observed,) \*a-s a very middlc-rate poet, whi 
plea^f^d innny readers, nnd thMt-fure |)oetry of Ji middle 
?iort was cntitTed to some eiiloom ; iiorcuuld Isc^wti 
poetry sliould not. like every tbtiig elae, have different 
gradaiiona of excelleucfTj and consciiuciitly of vahie 
Johnson re|>efttcd the common remark, that " as there 
h no necessity for our having poctr>- at all, it bdi^ 
merely a luxury, an instrument of pleasure, it can have 
no value, untt-fts when exquisite in its kind,^ I declared 
myself not »t}*<fied. " Why. llien. Sir, {f^\A he,) 
Horace and yoit muvt settle it.'* Ke wss not much In 
the humour of talking. 

No more of his conversftlion forborne days appears in 
■my journal* except that when a gentleman told him be 
had bought a suit of lace for hh lady, he said, " Well, 
Sh-, you liavr dnue a good thing and a wise thing " ** I 
have done a good thing, («aid the gentleman,) hut I do not 
know ihnt I have done ii wise thing." Joiint^n. " Yc^ 
Sir ; no money is better spent than what is laid 

' The GcD«raI)termcil uiiwilling tofnierupoti it at this iiinr ; but 
u[ion A ikubicqucDi occAtion he commanitnted ta cdc il number of p^r- 
liCultrK, which I hftvecoinnlutd to writing; huilwM nnt KofficJt^riUy 
dJIi^vnt In obtaining more froin him, not nppfchcnding that hi 
friends ««rc iio ioop to )fiM hin : fnor roivrih branding Mi grfM a^, 
hrw» vwy hndihy nndt^gormur Mid via* si losi <iim«loflb)r a 
violent fever, whjcl \% oaen btsl At any period ol fife. 
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out for doinc«tk satisfaction. A man is ptoucd tbst 
bis wife h t\tt^ ftji lA'cU as <>tli«^r peofJe ; and a wifv hi 
pkaficil ih&t ihc is drcist." 

On Friday » April i4. beiiijj^ Goocl-Friiiay, I reiiair^ 
to lilm in the morning, nccordiof; to my usual cuslotn 
01) thftt dny, and brenkrasted with him. I obeervvd 
tliat he fast^ si> v-cr>' strictly, that he ilid not even taste 
birad, and took no milk with hiii tea ; [ Mip|)o«e becniue 
it is a kind of aniroal food. 

He entered u{>ou th<- state of the nation, and tlm^ 
discuursi.v1 : " Sir, ihr gn-Jit itii»forluTie now i*, lltaL 
govemmeTit has too littlo power All that it has to I>p> 
itOV fliutft of necessity be given to support itself; so tluit 
jt cannot reward merit. No man, for instance, can 
now bo made ft Bishop for his learning and piety ; ^ bb 
only chance for promotiom h his bcinj; connected with 
aonicbody who ha^ parliamentary interest, Utir several 
ministers in this rcign ha%« out-bid each ether in con- 
cessions to the people. I^rd Bute» though a very 
hoiiourahle nuin, — a man who meant tvell, — a man ivho 
had Jiis blood fuU of preroRalire, — was .t ihcHjrettcal 
Matosman, — a book -minister, — and tlioug^ht this country 
could be governed by the innucncc of Ihe Crown alone. 
ITien, Sir, he ^vc up a ^reat dcaK lie advised the 
King to agree tliat the Jud^'cs should hold their places 
for life, in«teAil of kininj^' them ai iht; ucu'.vofJit of a new 
Kinp. I^ord Bute* I snpjiaHe, thouf^ht to nmkc the 
Kini^ [Kipnlnr liy tlus etHK^-:iHiun ; hut the jK-iipU' ncTi^r 
minded it ; and it was a most impoliticli nu^p^urc* 
There Is no reason why a Juitgi; sltould hold hlf ofUce 
for life* more than any other person in publick Inist. 
A Judge may be partial otlierwisc than to the Crown ; 




* rrwi lliia toojuat obsenalion iborc uc soaic fMwnt tcctp- 
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have wen Judges partial to tbi- populfir?. A Jtjd^ 
may bccy)ine corru|>t, and yet there maf not l>e K^al 
evidence against him> A Jn^l^tf may become Frotrard 
ftwn age. A Judge may pow unfit for Ws oflke in 
many wnys. It was desirable tliat there should be m 
possibility of being ddircred from htm by u new King. 
That is now gone by an act of Parliament cjr grat'td 
the Cruvn. Lord Bute advi<«cl the King to give tip 
very lar^ Huin of motteyt' for which nobckly thanked 
fairn. It u'BK of conf;ef|nenc€ to the Kin^;;, but nothing 
to the publick, among whom it wa^ divided- When 1 
say Lord ButeadvUed, I mean, that such nets were, 
done when he was minijtter, iind ire are to suppose ihat 
be adTiscd tbcm.^Lord Bute shewed an undue jiaiUa- 
lity to Scotchmen. I Ic ttimed out Dr. Nichok, a wrj 
coiinent ninn, fmm lieing PhydnAn to the Kingi to 
jBiAkt? rtM>rii for f>ne of hi« coirnt rymen, a man %'ery lov 
in hiB |irofessioii. He had ••■•••• ••• und •••• to go 

on errand* for liim. H« had occaxion for peopk to ^o 
on c-rmnds for him ; but he should not have had Scotch- 
men ; and, cortnirily, be ahctdd not hav^^ ■^ufTt.'red them 
to have Accc&s to hini before the iirst peo|)k iik KngbniL'* 
I told hiin, th.-il thi? admiMuiu of oiie of tlKni liefune 

' T^c num^ triaing from (he propcrt v of lh< pr^wa tuifln tirftirr 
tht decInrnlioLi of war. which wert gircn to hi* Msjcilf br the pcJu'e 
of P«ri*, inJ umuurtcJ lo upwnrdt or700>O00L *n(l from th« Innilt 
In ihe crdtrd iilandn. which iverc ctttiniBic^ fti StOOiOOOI. niorc. 
Surrl)', thtr4 vriu a oobto muntlic^ncv in IhU %\h TfOia a jLloeiorch 
Li liifl I'citplr. And IcL JL Ije rcmcDjbL-nrd, lliat duiin^ Uiv Earl uC 
But«'ii odiDia Iteration, ih« Kin^ ma graclouly pleaatd to jtrt v|> 
the ^eTlfdrla^y rt'wrmni of thr Crown, and tuaccfpt, imxrad of diem, 
of the lizniiei! sum ofBOOjOOOL m jwori vpon which BIacMoao ob- 
■rrrf*. thai " Ttie hcrMfiUiy revenuts, Iwin^ pixl imdrt tJie mhw 
niAnif^mcnt u the other branchr* of the public palrimony, will 
pmrliKV* mor*, nTnl W better collmc^J than her«t')fot« ; Md rh* 
poblici i«i a ^ner ^ upwardt of 100,0004. /-tr aamin, by thii dk* 
jntcmtrd bounty of hii Miunty," Book 1. Ch«|i, riiL p> 930. 
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tbc fint people in England, which had given the great- 
mt ofleace, waa no more thsn vrhat Impiiens at crery 
minister's U-ver, where lh(M* who attend oiv ndmitlcd 
in tlji^ order tijat iht'y have come, whiili i->i better than 
admitting them according to their rank; for if that 
wcrc to be the rule, a man who has waited M the morn- 
ing might have thi^ mortification 1o see a peer, newly 
come-, ^ in heJbrc him, and keep him waiting sliU, 
JoussoN. " True. Sir; hut • * • • should not have 
cnmD to tlie levee, 1o tie in the wair of |>eople of Ci3n9e< 
c|ncnc4?. He kivt I^nl Rute nt nil linuit; uiul c<nM 
have said what he bad to say »t any time, &« wdl ns at 
Uic levee. There ia now »o Prime Slinister : there n 
only an aj-cnt for i^vcj-nmcnt in the House of Com- 
motio, We arc governed by the Cabinet ; but there is 
no one head there since Sir Robert \Valp<^c'« time*" 
Bo£in'£L!. " What then, Siir, is the use of l^arha- 
mcnt ? Johnson. " Why, Sir. Parliament la a lai^ 
CDUndl to the King i and the advantagie of such a coun- 
cil is, having a great number of men of pn^perty con* 
cernt-d in the lt-gt4lalini% who, fur tljcir own inten.'Tf^ 
Kiil not consent to bad lau^ And you mu£t have 
obsertred. Sir, the administration ia feeble and tiraid^ 
and cannot act witli tl&at authority and resolution which 
14 tftcocssary. Were I in povrcr^ I wo«hl turn oat every 
man who dared to oppow me. Governnoent h&» the 
distrilnition of (dlke», tliat it may he enaUrd to maiiK 
tain it:! authority." 

** I^rd BuU- (he added,) took down too fast, without 
building up sometiung new." lk>kWELi« " BecauBe* 
Sir, he found a rotten buikling. Tbc political coodi 
wiB drawn by a set of had horaca ; it wa» neccaury lo 
change them.*' JuuxsoN^ " But ho should hare 
changed them one liy one " 

I told. him that 1 hod beai iofonned hy 5fr. Orme^ 
ilol many parta of the East ItMlita were better majjped 
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flian the Highlands of Scotland. Johnson. " That 
a country may be mapped, it must be travelled over.** 
" Nay, (said I, meaning to laugh with him at one of 
his prejudices,) can't you say, it is not worth mapping? " 

As we walked to St. Clement's church, and saw se- 
veral simps open upon this most solemn fast^day of the 
Christian world, I remarked^ that one disadvantage 
ari^ng from the immensity of London, was, that no* 
body was heeded by his neighbour; there was no fear 
oT censtire for not observing Good-Friday, as it ought 
to be kept, and as it is kept in country towns. He 
ttud, it was, upon the whole, very well observed even 
in London. He however owned that London was too 
large; but added, " It is nonsense to say the head is 
too big fbr the body. It would be as much too big, 
though the body were ever so large; that is to say, 
though the country were ever so extensive. It has no 
«mitarity to a head connected with a body." 

Dr» Wetherell, Master of the University College, 

1 Oxford, accompanied us home from church; and afler 

he was gone, there came two other gentlemen, one of 
J whom uttered the common-place complaints, that by 

the increase of taxes, labour would be dear, other 
nations would tindersell us, and our commerce would be 
^ Tuinedp Johnson, (smiling.) *' Never fear. Sir, Our 

! commerce is in a very good state ; and suppose we had 

I "HO commerce at all, we could live very well on the pro- 

duce of our own countiy." I cannot omit to mention, 
i that I never knew any man who was less disposed to be 

^erulous than Johnson. Whether the subject was his 
«wn situation, or the state of the publtck, or the state 
tif human nature !n general though he saw the evils, 
his mind was turned to resolution, and never to whi- 
ning or complaint. 

We went again to St. Clement's in the afternoon. 
He had found fault witli the preacher in the monur^ 
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for not choosing a t«xt adapted to th« day. The 
prcAcbcr in the aitcmoom had chosen odc txtrcEndy 
proper: " It is 6nUhcd." 

AfUr like tvL-iiing ^r\ice, lie uid, " Come, you 
nhnll go homr with mr, hikI ml ju»c an hour,'' But he 
was bolter than his word; for sfter ve had drunk ivu 
with Afrvi. Williams, h^ a^ked mp to ^ up to hi« study 
with liim, whcrv wc sat a loii^ while toj^thcr in a sc- 
Kne undisturbed frame of tniudt AomcttiDCA in silencct 
and M)metiiDC9 conversing, as wc felt ourselves inclined, 
or more propcrl)- speaking, as Ac was inclined ; for dur* 
ing all the oounte of my lim^ iutiinacy nHth him, my 
respectful atleiition never aTjcited, uiid mv wi%li to liear 
him WB* such, tluit I cunManlly watched every d;iwn- 
ini; of oommunicaliou from tliat great and illuminated 
mind. 

H« obeerred, ** All knowledge i» of itself of some 
value. There is nothing so minute or inconMdemblCt 
Ihat I would not rather know it than not< In the sfunc 
manner, all [lower, of whatever s»ort, i^ of itvdf 4leitir- 
al*lc. A nmn would not suUnit to learn to hern a ruffle, 
of hia wife, or hi* wife's maid : but if a men? wish could 
attain it, he would rather wish to 1>e able to bena a 

He tif^Bkn advised me to keep ajonrnal fully and mi- 
nutely, but not to mention such thflet» as* that meat 
was too much or too little dioiK-, or thnt tlie weather 
wa?t fjiir or rainy, tie had till very near lu» de»th, a 
contempt for tlic notion that the we^ilher aHedA the 
hutium frame. 

I told him that our friend Goldsmith had »akl to iiie 
tliat he had come too late into the world, for that I'ope 
and other poets hod taken up the places in tiie Ti-mple 
of Fame ; ao that aa hut a few at any period can possess 
poetical reputation, a man of genius can now hardly 
acquire iu JoHNaoN. " That is one of the most sen- 
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flible Ihinf^s 1 havtt evtrteard of Goldsmith- It is dif. 
flcuh to ^t literoty tame, and it ia cvcrjr day growiDf^ 
more difficult. Ah, Sir, thflt should make a tnau think 
ot securmg^ happiness in another woiid* which aU who 
try ^ncvit^ly ftv it mjiy ^iltjiiii. In comparboa of Umt, 
bow Itrth' »re all o!hw Uiiti^ ' The iH-lti'f uf immorta^ 
hiy is imprptsrd upon aUtnen, and nil tncn act under 
an imprecision of it, however iliej may talk, and though, 
perhaps, ifny may Itc scarcely scntihlc of it." I tuud, 
pj^ffeoT^d to me that »omc pcopjc had not the least 
m of immortnbty; ;ind J mentioned udiAtin^uuhol 
gentleman o£ our acquaintance. JohnsoK. " Sr, i£ 
it wen not for tlie notion of immortjiiity, he would L'ut 
R throat to fdl hU ivKkciS-" Wh<fn 1 (|UOt«d thi«; lo 
BeHuclcrk, who kn^w- much more of the ^ntleman 
than we did* he said in hiH a4:id manner, " He wouM 
eiit n throat to fill his packets, if ic were not for fcar 
of being hnnEjed." 

l)r, Johnson proceeded; " tSir, thert ia a grv'ul cry 
■bo;it infiddity : but llierr nre, in reality,, very few tn- 
fideh. I have heard a person, originally a Quaker. Iwt 
now, I am af^id, a Deist, stay, that lie did not believe 
tliere were. In all En^Iani), al>QVC two htmdred tnfkJeb/' 
He wns^ [itcAM'd to say, "* If )*ou come to settle here, 
wc will have one day in the week on whii:h wc will 
meet by 01 native*. Thnt i» the happiest conversation 
where there is no competition, no vanity, but acabn 
quid intrn^iange of «rnlimfa1«,'' In hi* private regis* 
t*"r tbb evening is thus marked, '* Boswell stat with me 

tin tji^ht; wc hod some serious talk." ^ it also appears 
from the same I'ccord, that after 1 left him he was 
occupied in reli^oua duti(^, in '* giving Fj«nct»,hba4^- 
vant, fkom^ directioos for fireparation to communicate; 
in reviewing his Ufe^ and resolving on better cuttduct.'* 
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The huniility and piety M-hkli be discK^ers on suck 
occauoiif, i« inily edifyinff* \o soiiit, however, lji ilut 
ctNir«c of his rclipoos wttrfsTr, was luore nenuilile wf the 
unhappy failure of pioui resolvT«, th«ii Jolint^oD. Ha 
said ODC day, talking to on ocquaintance ou UiU 5ubj«:t, 
*' Sir, HcU is paved with ijood intention*-" ' 

On Sunday, A|jril Ifi, ln-ing Haslcr-day, after harin^ 
uttc-nd<.^l till' soU^inn m^ticc xt St, riiiil'a, J dined ivitii 
Dr. Jo)inM>n and Mrs. Wiltuims. I nininlttiQcd that 
Horace wa^ nrongin |jlacing happiness in Nil admirm't, 
for Uiat I thou^lit adintration one of tlie most i^reeable 
of alt our feelim^; and I ngrcttcd tliAt I \\m\ lust 
much of my di.4po*ition to rnlmire, vrhich people gciicnilly 
do 03 they advance in life. JonSt^oN, " Sir, ^^ a man 
advances in lifr. he ^ts what is licttcrthan admiration, 
— ^judgement, to estimate things at their true value." I 
atiH inciated that admiration was more plcaung tlian 
jad|^roent, «« lave U more pleo-^ing than ftjentUliip. 
The reeling of frierid»hip is like that of U'lng comfort- 
ably filled with roast beef; love, tike being enlivened 
uith champoj^e. Johnson. "^ No, Sir; admiration 
and love arc like bcinf; intoxicated with ehampa^c; 
jud^'emcntand fncfHlsliiji like beinj^ enlivtinrd. AVallef 
lUB hit upon l}ic some thought with yon : ^ but 1 dont 

> [Tlw U a pnyfvrlMl m^Mmo. " Heil (lap Hetbert) ■ fvU of 
gatti mcaupgB and niilunpr J^cula pBUi>KVTU>i, p. IhcdiU 
1«5I. BlALovr] 

* ^Aaoivl'i XI iinrpt a«d ^fmA 
" Ai the nio*t ildictoai fb«4 ; 
" Wbid) bsl Emled diva impin 
" Life «a4 g Mntt* lo ibc kurt. 

" SftChuina** bMilj'a vtinc, 
" Whkh u ttidiMU ifon Incline \ 
^ Sflch a liquor an bo brain 
"* 'riiai ii ttoftal can maUIb. 
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beliere you have borrowed from Wnllcr. I wisii jou 
would cn&blo jounrif to Ixnrow more." 

He then took ocesf^ion to (.^lar^ on the advnnUgv^ 
'of ix'adin|r, and rom1>attti the idle superficial notion, 
[that knowledge enouf^h mny he nci]ulred in converutkm. 

The foundation (said tie) must be Uid l>j- reading. 

kncrnl principles most be hud frcm Ijooks, which^ how- 
lercr, must be brought to the tcs't of real hfc» In con- 
rcnuition you never ^1 a ityittem. VVhat la said ujkTd 

snhject i» to he gnthf-n-d fmin a hundred |ieojile, 'Hie 
Iparts of a truth, whiclt a mnn gi-t^ thtL«, »n< nt vuch a 
'distance from each other that he never attoins to a full 
'ie»'*" 

" TO HEttJiET JJiSOTQVp tBQ- 



'' I HAVF. enquired more minutely about the me* 
dic!neforlheiheunmtii3in,vvhich I am sorry to henr that 
you still wnnt. Ihc rocvi|>t li thi*: 

" Xakcaiual quantities of tlout ol sul(ihur, andjVour 

of imi%tard-Need, make them an elertimry with honry or 

<tn-uu1ir; -rTiLl tjikr n IhAuh m big m n imtmeg several 

tiim's a (1h}'> as you mn iHmr it : drinking aAer it a 

quanei' of a pint of the InAidon of the root of lavage. 

" lavage, ill Ray'ii * Nommdcture/ U LcTisticum ; 
perhaps the Botanists may know the Latin name. 

" Of this medicine 1 pretend not to judge. There is 
all the apiieJirmice of ith cfiicacy. MhiehaAinglt'-in&lance 
CHii Jtffunl : tlie |wT.t<rnt vt-tL% very uJd, ihr juiin rrry 
violent^ and the relief, T think, Kpoedy and latttng. 

" M J' opinion of alterative medicine is not high, but 
quid Untasse ncctbit T if it doe» harm, or decs no good, 
it may he omitted ; but tnct it may do good> you ha?c 
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I Iio|ic, rra*nn lo think is dcrired by SSr* jr<mr most 

aifrctionaUv humble ««nrant, 

'•Apfill?, I77j5. * Sam. Jounbok," 

' On Tuesday, April 18, lie nn<l I were ongw^^ed to go 
with Sir Joshua Reynolds to dioe uiih Mr. Cambridf^, 
at his beautiful villa on the bnnks of the Thames near 
TwickcTiham. Dr. Johnson 'ji tardiness was such, that 
Sir JfMliuji, who hull an appuinhiK-iiL ut Itichmond, early 
ill the day, was ohirgrd to go by hiinwlfon linrui-lKiik, 
Iraving tits coach to Johnson and mc. John^m wa^ in 
such good spirit^ ihnt every thing wemed to please him 
tts we drove olon^. 

Our converwition turned on a variety of subjects He 
thought portruit-paiiitin^ an improper cinplc^mcnt for a 
woman. "Puhlick practice of nny art»(heolttcn'ct],) und 
Blaring in men's faces, is very iodclieatc in a female." 
I bftp|iencd to *tUui a qui-^lion, iiht^ther ulien a man 
knotvft tint some of his intimate friend* are invited to 
the liou«r of another friend, with whom they are all 
cqtinlly intimate, be may join tbemwithout an inviiation, 
JoHSSOK. *' No, Sir ; he h not to gt) when he is not 
invited. They mny l>€ invited on puqiosc to abu3c him^ 
(smiUng.) 

Ah a curious instance bow little a man knows, or 
wishes to know hi« own eUaracttT in the uorld, or, 
rather as a conviDcinj^ proof thai Jobnxon'K ruu^hitea 
was only external, and did not proeeed from his lieart^ 
I tn«crt Ihe following dialogue. Joiisson. *' It it won- 
derful, Sir, how rare a quality good humour is in life. 
We meet with very few giwd lujinourcd men." 1 men- 
ftioned four of our frLends, nooeof whom he v*ouK! allow 
to Lc ^txnX humoured. One wns irn'f/, another was 
tnuddy, and to oUien he had obji^ctlomi which fmve et* 
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capcd me. Then shaking liis head and slretdiirig bim. 
aelf 3t e^i^e in Ui<; coAcli, and so^iUag with much com- 
ptaccncy, he turned to mo and saul, *' I loi>k upon mt/sc(f 
as a giKfd humoured t'cllow," The cpilJiel/tf/fon?, oj^UfHl 
to the great LexkogrApber, the stulcly Mor&Ui^ the 
□Ukstcrly Cntick. as if it had )jet:n Sam, John^fon* u mere 
pIcaflanC coniiiAaian, Vkaa highly divciling; and this light 
Doticn oThimtHrstnick me with wonder. I answt^r^ 
alKi smilingp *' No, no, Sir\ that vrUliroldo. Younre 
good natured, but not good humoured : you arc iraEcible. 
You hnvc not patience with i^ly mid absurdity^ I 
believe you would pnrdon tlicm, if t}icre were time to 
dcprcxratc your vengeance; but jHiniahment ToUows so 
quick after sentence, that they cannot escape." 

I liiul luuughl wil}i mv a grriit bundle of Scotch ina- 
gfl/>irics and news-pajientr hi which his " Journey to the 
WeiteiTj J«lAnd»," was atlncked in every mode ; and I 
read u gi-cat part of them to him, knowing they would 
afford him entcmunmcnt. I wi»h the writer* of tbcni had 
been present: they would have been suBkiently vexed. 
One ludieroua imitation oriii^ »ty1e, by Mr, MacliLurin* 
now iiuf of tlir ScuU'h -Injurs, ttilh IIk' litlt^ iif Ixird 
Dn^ghom, wa^ diEtinguiaJied by him fh»in tbo judr ma^, 
*' This (said he,) j^ the bc«l. But I could caricaturr my 
own style much better myself^ He defended his re- 
mark upon tlie gencml in^ufhcicncy of education in Scot- 
land; and confirmed lo me the authenticity of his witty 
;saying on the l^au-niTig uftlw^ Si^tch ; — " Their learning 
ii tike bif iid in a bf»i*.*getl lawn ; every man gets a little, 
but no man gets a full rnenL*' " TIior- U (i^iid br*) in 
Scotland a difl'uiuon of learning, a certain portion of it 
widely and thinly spread. A merchant haa b» much 
levning as one of their cIcTg}'.* 

He talked of laaac Walton's Lives, which was one of 
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)iis tno«t fovMiritc books. Dr. Donne'd Iife» 1^ wud, w«8 
the most perfect of tbcm. He observed, thai *' it was 
itomli'ifu) t!uC Wnltiri), wlio wikH in o veiy low situatioo 
of HiV, >liou]d havt- bcni ffuniltarlj' retc-ivctl by nv itmnj 
great nwii, and that at a time whoi th« ranks of sucicftjr 
were kqjt mo« sepiinite than lliey are now." He sup- 
poerd that Walton had thi^o ^iven up his ImsineH at a 
lincn-drajici' and ^emp^cr. and was oiily aD author;* 
aikd added* " that he wii:»af^at pancgyriot.'' Bo^vrixx.. 
** No quality will ^t a man more iricnds than a dJapCK 
sitioii to admire tiie qualities of otJkcra. 1 do not uiean 
ll-ittfrjr, Iml a lUTMttiT Mlininilion." Josf^saK, " Vajr, 
SiTf flattery |ilnM3 vcrj Kvnvrall/. Id Uk fmt plac«r 
the flatterer may think whAt he says to he true: but, t& 
the &ecoTid phbcc, whttlKT be thinks io or not, lie cer- 
tainly thiokE thofic whom he ttattefs of conaequence 
enough lo be flattered/' 

Xo wwner Imd we muje our bow lo Mr. Cambridge. 
Id bi» lil^aryt than Johnson rao ea^rJy to one side of 
the room intent on poring over the back» of the hooks** 
S3r Jonhua <dj»:r>'ed, (^uiidc-,^ " He nm% to tlic books as* 
I do lo thr |n['Uin-:t : Init I h;ivr iht* fulrantage. 1 can 
wv much more of the pu.lure« than be can of the books. 

* (Johiuon** conjecture vm crTOttr<tiiL. Wsftcn did poi rrtire 
from butinrti till 16^?, Hm in 166*, Or, Kii^, BbtiopofChiehM- 
Ur* >n Hlrlicf prr^xcil to hULirtt, ntcntiau hbhav^cii; beta teu* 
llarly acquaimud viih hln for forty ycnn : vnA in 16)1 ht arai to 
Irtimatc «illi Dr. DMinr. ll\M he woi one of ihc friend* whti Alirudcd 
him iM hi" dtftlh bfdr J. BoiwiiL-] 

• (Ttic £nit time tic dbnrrl iHth akv, he mw ihnra into mj book 
foesi, tnd riutasdr por«d ov«r lh« leltcricj; af «acb Tolua* mtfcin 
hit mch. %\y co1Ivrli'>noft>ooUi«rFrTmi«ceLUneaiu. ftnil I Ctaicd 
thea* might btr wmc amoDjElhca thai he would aothke. Batteeinf 
ilt« nanhrr of micimn wry matidenbTr, he lald, " Voq ure m 
hon«ftt Tuan to have formed to RTtat an DC<ijinfda<ie<i of l(ao«r]«dfc' 
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Mr. Cambrid^, upon ihU^ poUtdy said, " I)r Jftlinson, 
I am going, witii your {mnlon, to sccuite mjudf, for I 
have the Knme cti«toin which I pemivi* you hare. But 
it seems odd that one should have such a de^ini to look 
At the IwKks of books." Johnsot), ever ready Ibr contest* 
iBStDntly stnrtcd from his rc%-cric, wheeled ahcHit and 
iimrered. "Sir, tlje rcA^on is very plain. Knowledge 
if of twn kinds. Wc kiiuw a subject cninelv^ or we 
know where wv can find information upon iL W»eri we 
enquire into any suhject, the ftTut thii>)^ we have to do 
b to know wlutt l>ooka have treated of it. Thh leads 
iif to look at catalogues, and the backs of hooks in li- 
braries." Sir Joshua ob&erved to me tlie extraordinary 
promptitude with which Johnson tlew upon an urga* 
menu *^ Ycjs (i^id U) he has no formal preparation, 
no fimiriflhing with his sword ; he i« tlmnigli your body 
m an in^iaut." 

John^n was here N^hiccd with an elei^nt entertain- 
ment, fi Tcry accom|ihshed tamily and much good com- 
pany ; amonp: whom was Mr, ] larn« of Salisbury, who 
paid him many compliments on hi» ** Journey to the 
WeHtern Island^-" 

Tlie common remark as 1o tlie utility tif ntuling 
inttory U-irig made; — ,loHK$ox, " UV mu?Bt consider 
how very little liiitory there is ; I mean real authen- 
tick hi^or>\ Thnt certain Kin^« rei§pied, and certain 
batUcs were fought, we can depend upon as true ; but 
all the colouring, all the |)hiio.<iophy of history is con- 
jecture- BoAWELU *' Then, Sir, you would reduce 
mil hl^tory to no better than a^i almanack, a nacre 
cbronolngical u-rEe*i of remarkalile events/' Mr. Gil 
lK>n, wTk> must at Hint time have l>ccn employed upon 
his history, of which he published the fiisl volume in 
the following year, was present ; but did not step 
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forth in defence of that specirt of n-nting. He proba- 
MAy dtd not like to trust hirtuteir with Johnsok.* 

Johoson observed, that the force of our caHj habits 
was so great, that though reason a|)provec], nny. though 
our senses relished a tliffereDl course, almost every man 
returned to them. I do not believe ihenr is nnv iJueT' 
vattLJii ujK>ii hiimiin nature hetlcr rtmnded than this; 
aiid in many caM», it U 11 very |)»iiiriil truth ; for where 
early habits have been mean find wrctchei], the joy 
and c-kvaUnn re^oUinj!^ from better modvs of life. mu»t 
be damped by the gltxjuiy con»dousnc*s5 of bein^ tmdcr 
m almoat inevitable doom to sink back into a situ- 
ation ii^hich we recollect with di.-ipisU It surely may 
be prevented, by con^tniit attention and unnrmittinff 
CKertion to cAtabliih contrary habits of Mi|>cnouT effi- 
cacy. 

" The Be^&r'f Opera," and the common fiuc5tionf 
whether it was pernicious tn its effects^ having been 
introduced; — Johnsok. ** As to tJib matter, which 
has l>een very much contested. I my^' am of opinion, 
that more infliwna* hiu been ascribed to * The Be^ar'^ 
Opera/ than it in reality ever hnd: fiir \ do not believe 
that any man wax ever made a rogue by being present 
at it6 representation. At the same time I do not deny 
that i( m^y have some influonce, by making; the cha* 
racKT ofa rogue ftuniliar, and in some degree pkanng," ** 
Then collecting himself, as it were, to give a hcarjp 
stroke : " Tliere U in it ludi a labefactaiion of all prio- 
djilcs as may be ii^urious to moroiityr 



» See p. 313. 

* A Tciy eminent phyiiinsnt whoce dncernnenl a u Rente and 
peneinrting in JH'^K^^S ^ <*■* humta djoncter w it ia in U« own 
pfofcuiiaii, rcttiarkcil once ol % club whef* I «ra>, thai a lively jo«f 
nan, foadnf ptr-aiurr. and vnlhnut irnvnej'. mnid hardly mitt a 
•oricilatioa tnm hi* ni»trt*a to p> upap the highw»>-, imaicdiaiely 
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White he pronounced this mpoiuc^ wc sat in a 
comiml M>rt of reeiroint, sirtolherinfr ii lau^h, which vn: 
were aitM might bunt out. In Uh life i>l Hay, Ik haa 
been sUU more ciccisivc as to the inoSdcncj of " The 
iBeggai^s Opera*" In corrupting Midetv, But I have 
•ever thought M>mowiiat <lilTm*iitlv ; for, imkrrd, not 
onlj are tlie guiety mid heroistn of a ^lighwayman very 
* captivating to a ymithftit ima^inatioa, but Uw> argu- 
ments for ndventiirctiti deprcddtinn nrc to plausibJc. tbB 
AllusionE 50 lively, and the contro^tfi with the ordinary 
'Bad mote painful modes cA^ ac<|iiijin^ property are so 
srtfuUy dt»playcd, tluit it requires a goot and stiong 
Judgcmmt to rt^si^t so imposing an a^g^rr^atc : yet^ I 
Dwtl, 1 should bi? very sorry to have " The Bcfgj^vr^ 
<Opera '^ rup]>n>«tted : for thi'rc lit in it . so much of rva\ 
London life, so much biilliant nit. and vuch a ramty 
,of airs, which, from early ossocialion of ideas, cognge. 
•OQtIic, and enliven the mind, that no pcrJormanoe 
vhich the theatre exhibits, dciif*ht5 Cttc nuwie. 

The late " worthy*" IXike of Quctrn^^hury. n« Tkont- 
in, ni his " Strvsons,' j>iatly cbaraeieruccfi him, told 
that when Gay «1iewed him " The Bcj^^r'v 
Opera," lilt Grace's ohservatlon w«s, <* Tliic U a ^try 
td tiling Gay ; I am KUtisAed that it U either n viry 
,^od thing, or a very bad thin^." Il proved tlic 
fbnDer, bejond tlie waruKst expectations of the aulhour 
Or \m frieiidit. Mr. Cambridge, however, shewed U5 
toniay, that there was good reaaan enough to doubt 



aRcr bifirg present ftt ihe rapr^icntiutior of " !>« Be^gM-'it OpCTO." 
I bav<; litrn told of iin irgentout ol)i«nntton by Mr. Gibbon, ihiti 
" Th« Bf^ij&r'fl Opem fSKV, perhaps, kftTt MOMliiwA incvoMcd the 
nuniTtifror hif^hurftymrn ; bui Ihai \\ hEu hud « beaf&riil cfffrt ia 
r«finin|^ that ctanoi men, Q»kifi|; Ihem icM Ieeocion9« more (loLte, 
In Khott, morv like ^nileoieii.". tJp^n ikic Mr, Coarieu^ Midw 
ihti *■ Oftv »a> the Orpheu «f hii£S»a)'iiieo." 
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conceriiiDg iU soccee. He was lold by Quin, that 
(luring the first night of its ap]>eQraiicc it was long in a 
vciy dninous state; Hint th<:rc w9sadi5]Mnition to damn 
It, mid timt it woa tawd by Hk song^ 

'* Oh ponder n'cll ! b^ not fttvcre ! " 

the atidiencp betni? much afH^cti^d by ihi' innocent looks 
of Polly, when she came to those two lines, which exhi- 
bit at once a painful nnd ridiailou^ itnogCt 

'* For on (he rope tluiC K&ti^ my Dvoi, 
" Dfpfntk poor l^)llJ''■ lif*/" 

CJuin himself had so liad un o^iirjion of it, that he re- 
fused the part of Captain JMochcalh, and gave it to 
WolktT^ who RCtjuin-d givat cclehrity hy his grave >ct 
•inimGti^t [H-rforntanix'of it. 

We tidkcd of a young gfnt1rrri»n\ nmmA^e with 
an rniin'*tit singer, and }m di^tf^niiin^itlori chat »hc 
3i!u)uld no longer wing in puljlick, tliougli hiii father was 
very earnest she fihould, because her talents would be 
liberally rewarded, 50 as to moke ber a good forttinc* 
It waa qucsttouecl vrhethcr the yoLin^ ^ntlcnaan who 
liod not a shilling in the world, but was Uiai with v<-ry 
unci>ninion talents, was not fooli»lily delicate, or fool- 
ubly proud, ami hi% fnther truly niltunul without bein^ 
mean. Johasori, with nit the ttigh spirit of a Ronuu 
senator, exclaimed, " lie resolved wifidy and notiJy to 
be iure. He u a brave man. Would not a geniiemau 
be di^TVced b>- having hi^ wife tiingiog pubhcly for hire? 
No, Sir, there can be no doubt here. I know not if 1 
should OQtprcparc mrscif fora public aingcr, as readiljr 
Af let mj wife be one," 

Johniion arraigned the modern politicks of this coini* 
try, ii« entir^'ly devoid of all priudjtJc of whatever kind- 
•* Politicks (said be) arc now nothing more than txieana 
of risai^ in the workL With this sole view do men 
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enfft£:c in (toliticks, hdH their wMle oondtict proccrda 
irpoii It. How {linVmit in thiit iT?<p«;l i? tlir stau^ <if 
lh« Daiion now front uhAt il wah \n the time ofChnrk^ 
tlw Firai, dtiriiii^ tht^ Usiirpiition, nml nftiT the Hesto- 
rfitioti, in ih^ time ot^ Charles Uk Second. Hodihras 
Affords « stroa;: jn^of liow mudi liold |K4iticttl |vnivd- 
pJc9 Iind tlicn upon the minds of men. Inhere u in 
\JiiMd\liTUS a gi^cat deal ofbuUton whicJi will alwavK b^t. 
But 111 W sure the hnglUr^t .stroke? nf his wit owed 
th<'ir force to th<r iiHpn\^*!uii (if the cti«racters nhich 
Has tii>on men'^ minds ai the time ; to tlkelr knowing 
them, At tsHofirid in the rtn*ct; in short, bi^in^ fnmiliar 
vith th^m; and above aH^ to his satire being dire^^led 
A^D^t tho^ ^vhom a little idiilc before they bad hated 
and feared. The nation in general bns ever Ixren lojral, 
liEM been at aII lime?i »tt.tH»ed to tht* nxniMrrli, tlifviigli 
a few (hiring rt-bels bnve been wonderAilh' powerful 
ftw a time. The niwnler of Chftrle* the Fir>i! was un- 
doulitedly not eommittcd *ith the approhatton or cor?- 
fent of the pcopdtv Hud Ibat been the cnx, Pdriiament 
*'ould not have ventured to consign the re^ridcs to 
tt>eir desrrveil ptinislnntnt. And we knnw what exii- 
bemnce of jriy ibriv was when Charles thfSivoDd was 
restoi^I. Tf Chnrles Hie Scermrl bud Iwnt idl Irii mind 
to it, had made h h\» M>te object, he mt;;bt hnve Ijeen 
i:& ahfohite n* Louis the Fotnlcvnlh." A gentleman 
obscrrcd he wotild hare done no harm if he hml. 
Jonssos", « Why. Sir, alisolnte princtfl seldom do any 
harm. But they who nn'. giivenw-d by them are govem- 
-cd by chantT, TJhtc is no w*e«rity (Vrr good govcm- 
lent" Cauukidoc " Thav have tx*m M»«ny Md 
viclhn? toiilxfolutc goremment/' Joitxsos- " So, Sir, 
have there been to popular factions." Bosirr.M*- " The 
<'i|ueMion is, whidi is worst, one wild beast or many?" 
*' Johnson praised " The SrECTATon/ partictihirly 
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the clinriiclcr of Sip Rngrr «1r rovcrley. lie ntudt 
*" Sir Kc^r did not dk' a violent deuth, &<< bax Ix^cv 
Ijenendly fancied. He was not killed ; he dic^ odIjt 
because others were to die, iind becQUtc hi# AmttXh 
affotxied an oi^ortunity to AddiMm for some ray fine 
vritin^. We have Uie example of Cervantes inakingf 
Don 4J^l]X0t«^ <lie, — 1 fievri' could ncc whjf Sir Roger is 
reiMVfteritcrd aa a littk- crackcil. It appears to nw that 
tlie Ktorv iif the widow wa« iTilewlcd tu have sDraeUung 
superinduced upon it ; hut the wpcrslnictuR* flid not 
come," 

Somebwlf found fault with wntui^Tenes in a dead 
lia|pi&{^t maintftinin^ that they were merely arrange* 
ntcnU of so many woid», and laughed at the; ITnivena- 
tieft of Oxford and <'ambrid^t for iiemlong fnrth col* 
leiiionx of tlu-tn not oidy in <vreel( itiid 1 Jitin, but even 
in Syriadc, Arabick, and other more unknown tongues. 
Johnson, " I would liareas many of these ii« ]to«ftible; 
I would tuivo rencs in crery language (hat there are 
the means of Acijuiring. Nobody ima^nn tltat an 
Unirenily \s to have at onoe two faundrrd poets : but 
it ibould be able to sliew two hundred scholars. 
Pier«!u:> ili^ilh wuh lamented. I tJiink, in forty lou- 
g^tigm^. And I would liave luul at vvvry rovonation^ 
ami every death of a idnff. every Gaudium^ and every 
Lucius^ Ltniv^rnty-veraei, in as many lan^aj^es as can 
be acquired. 1 would have llie worid to be tJiUK t^J. 
* Here is a acbool nitcre every thing may be learnt' " 

lUvin^ fict out wxt day on a Ti^it to the fiarl of 
i*cml>roki% nt A\'ilton, and to my friend, Mr. 1 erajJe,' 
at Mamhead, in ])evon«htiie, and iMit having returned 
to town till the second of May^ 1 did not Me Dr. Johifc- 
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Mm for a cnDaidcr&hle time, and daring the reniaining 
pert of my *i1'iy jii I/imion kt-pt rery lra{>erft<ct notcK 
of hU conrer^tion, whicli hitd I nccxjrdinjjf to my nsusd 
custom vi-ntt«n out at lar^ socd aft«r t]>e tiinc, tnuoli 
might hove been prcscr^'cd, wlitdi i» now irrclricrAbly 
lost. 1 can novi' onJy record some pcirlicvlar scenes and 
a lew trflgmciits of his metmaabUia, But to make 
some amends Tot my ix-l&xation of diUgencv in one 
mpect, I have to jireaent my readers wuh »r^mK'iit« 
upon Vxn law cftw*, with whieh lit forourcd me. 

Oil Sotui-day, the sutih of May, we dined by our* 
selves at the 3fttri%un<I lie dictated to roc wimt folbu's, 
to obv'iAUf the comi>laiTit n)i-cady mentioned.' which bad 
Jkcei made in Uie form cif mi uetton in the (V^urt of 
Sessicm, by Vn. Mnni^ of Aljerdeen^ that in the »tne 
trfinilation of a chailer hi whieli pht^sicituts were mcn- 
tioned, he was ealU-d Dociov of Medicine- 

'* TjM':iir. flic but two reasons for whicli a physiciaA 
can decline the title of Doctor of A/edtdnet because he 
auppowfl himself dia^accd by the doctor^hip, or fiup- 
po<sc« the doctorahip disgraced by himself. To \k dis- 
^nut^l by a title whitrli lie Tallin's tn timiinon with 
trvry illiiKtriouK nmnv of his proft-witon, wilii Boer- 
liaave, with Ai-buthnot, and Mi'th Culk-rir t'Jtu nureiy 
diminiiUi no man's refuiution. It is, I suppose, to the 
doctoroU', from which he Rhrink#, that he owes his 
right of pi-octiaing physick. A Doctor of Medicine i% a 
phyaictan under the protection t>f the Uwa, and by the 
stjinip of authority. The phywian wlio ts »ot a Ooc- 
tijr> ii-HiMjis a piufe^^ini^, and )» authorised only by liim* 
seifto decide upon liealtb and tickne««, and life aiid 
^ath. That this f^ntleman Is a Doctor^ bis diploma 
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nMlces evident ; a diptoma not obtruded upon him, but 
obtained by scliciialion, And br tvhidi fees were paid. 
AVith Vt'hni countenance any tnan can rcrusc thi- title 
which he has cither bpggeil or bought^ is not cftialy du^ 
coveivd- 

" All I'crhal injury must cntupriMr in it either some 
false position, or Aomc imticccswiry declaration of de- 
famotory inith. Tfint in cnllin^ him Doctor, a fab« 
nppcllntion was pven hitn, ho himscll will not pretend* 
who at tJic same time tliat he complains of the title 
would be ofTendcd if we siipjToscd him to \k not u I)0<'- 
toi-. If the titit! (jf IVrlor he a defamatoi-y truth* it is 
time to dissolve our collets; for why «hoiild the jniIk 
lick [pre fifl1nrie« to men whoso appn^lion is rrproiich ? 
It may likewise ilc*ervc the notice of the pnbtiek to 
consider what help can he ^iven to the profesEors of 
|>hy^k, vriiQ all aliare with this unhappy geitUeman the 
ignomiitious ap;>el[ation, ond of whom the very boys in 
the atrcet arc not ntt-ani to say^ There §ocs tkc Doctor\ 

" Wliat is implinl by the Urrtn Doctor t% well 
known. It distinguishes him to wltom Jt is granted, 
as a man who has attained such knowledge of Im pro- 
fendon tt# fpialific^ him to imtruct oOht^- A Doctor 
of Lau*s in a man who can form lawyers by hi» prcce|>t«, 
A Doctor of Mcdicim: is a man t«ho ctin teach the 
art of curing- diseases. This is an old axiom which no 
man lias yet tliought fit to dcny» NU dat quod non 
habet. l7|N~iu this pnnn|ili' to U* Dnctm- itii[ilies jtLllI^ 
for rtrwo doctt quod mm didicit. In EnglamU «JH«"i"er 
practises physic, not Mt\^ a Doctor, Digit practise by m 
licence ; but the doctorate conveys a liceitce in itaelf- 

» By what accident it happened that he and th£ 
j^fter ptqrsinans were mcntion^'«1 in different tcrnis, 
inare Uu lemu tlieioKclveit were equivalent, or whicrc 
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Id effect that whkh was applit^d to htm was the most 
bonournhfc, pcrhapK they nho MTote Uie jiaper cannot 
*<W remember. Had they irxpcclcd a lavrsuit to hare 
been lli« coiiM^^iiencc of »udi |>ctty variation* I hope 
they wouM have avddcd it," Hut, proliahly, &« they 
tnenitl fui lU, Uiey ?Hi4ijected no danger, and, tbenfore, 
convtilled only wluil iip|K-iin-(1 1u thtm prnpriety or roiw 
venknca" i 

A lew- days atlenrards, ! consuUc^ bim tipon a cauio^ 
'Paicrsou and atficn t^gdinni Alcrcrtder and others^ 
which had been decided by- a castirg rote in the Court 
oTScKnon, detcrminiDg that the Corporation ofSUHing 
WSM corrupt, and ivrttinjif ositJc the election of forn^ 
tbf their oRicers because it was proved that three of 
4be leading men who influenced the maiority, liad 
jvntered into an nnjurtifiable compact* of vluch*. bow 
•ver* the majority were ignorant. He dictated to mc, 
sl^cr a little consideration, the tbllotring 4entenccd upon 
the subject : 

' *' These is a diflemnce bttux'cn iti^arity aiit] *u- 
|>er!nritr ; nukjirrity vk Rpplietlto niiiiil>er, and Mt|ienonly 
to po^er ', and pouer, like many ot}ier thin^ h to be 
«ttiinAlcd non numtro sed pOfM/crc, Now thoui^ th« 
^ fmter nuPibtr is not coimptt the /^reciter xreight is 
^coenipt, Eio th.n corruption predominfttes in the Uw 
nni^h, taken coilccitvtigy though, pcrhapo, taken nu* 
nericaHy, tlie ^'etiter part mny be nneonrupt. That 
bimmg^i, which is so constituted as to act oormptly. is 
in tiie eye of reason coiTupij whether it be by tlie un* 
con troll A bio ivower of a few» or ty an accidental pravity 
of the uiultkudc. The <^Jectiun. in which is ur^ed the 

"^ ItkjUilKt to Dr. Mcm;i, ih^ugh 1 «ru agAin«t btai m an AdirO' 
CAie, I muHt mrniioEi, thni hr nhjccii'il lo the vitriAikiil very e(irn«>t]jr, 
bcfi>t« ihe ivmniUlioci trm printed olT. 
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i^jusiicc ot^ nuikin^ the Jnn<xx^nt stilT^r ^iUi tlie guillyf 
l> an vb|ei:tion uot only agaioAi sodetf. JjuI againit Um 
possibility of sucH-ty. AU MxictWi ^^ejit aud ^mall^ 
Hulj«i>l upon this cmidttion ; tliut as till' iiidivkluiib 
dt-rivo advantn|{c« from uiUon, thej^ niAy likewise siiflVr 
iiiconvviiifiiu:^^ ; that as those who do nochin^^ uud 
■onetimes thofie who do ilU will have the honours ant] 
ciDolumL'Titd of gcncTal virtue und giiK-nil iiroApcilty^ 
M> thoMT likcwiAC who do nothing, or pcrbapd do wcLW 
must Ut invnUetl in thfr caitAr<|uencoft ol' liiedoininant 
corni(;*iop/* 

lliu, in my o]ni>ion, was a very Dice C9» ; but ihf 
dnirioti wik» affirmed in the Ilou«e <A Lordt. 

On Monday, Afny 1^ wc u^eiit to^'other and vtvittd 
the mansions of Bedlam. I luid been JiUormtd thM h« 
liiul once b*:cM there before vUb Mr. Wcdlicrbun)C» 
(■ow Lord I iMi^h borough.) &lr. Mur|ibjr. atid -Mr» 
FuHe; nud I had ta-ard Kiule^ire a very enterGuakyy 
Account of Jolifbuir* hn\t[}vmiiii to have hU utteiitBOB 
arrested by a inaa who was very furious ^*^ vho^ 
whtk- Untmi;; lii^ vtraw, »uf>|M«.Hl it tiiut WiUiam Duke 
of CundxTland, whom he was punishing for his cn»:Uii*s 
ia ScotlatMl. In 1744>.^ llicre t^oa nothing fwcuharly 
remarkable tJib day : but the general coiiU-mj>bit»0D of 
inanity vr^is very affeeting. I accomjHutied him home, 
^id dii\ed aiid dntiiL Wu with liim. 

^ Talking of ail acqiuuntarKv of ours di«lin^i4i<*d for 
kiKiwiofi an une^^mrutii variety of uus<y.4kineo«u art^ 
cks liDlh io antiquitiea and pr>lit<; liUititurt% he oU- 
■c-rvcd, ** You know. Sir. he mths about with little 
weight upon bi^nund/' AikI tjdkiug of another ^ery 




' Tflj very hunuuraljlr friend Cenml Sir Gcorgt Il<ri*anl« vho 
wrfH \r\ iht Ddt» fJ Lttfnhrrtud> amr. bai iMurH mr tbtl tft% 
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ingenioits gentl4?inanj who Ironi tlii* vrarmth of bb 
temper wft* at variance with many of his acc|imit;tatKe. 
and wished to ov(rid Ihooit he Hiid, " Sir, he lends the 
life of ftn outlfiw," 

On Fridny. May 12, as be hml l>een so good as to 
nic a roDDi in hi* hoti*<*. where I mi^t --leep 
.tionall/, wht'O I hji|»|ieite<l tn sU nith hitn tn ji Ijitr 
hoitVy I loc»i: pu™(->:d<Hi »f il thiK Tii^^ht, f^und cip'ory 
tfiini; in excellent oi'der, and was atteikded hv honest 
Trencif with a most ciril a^iiidinty, I n^ed JohnMon 
whether 1 might go to a conaultittiuu nith another 
hiiTer uj>on Sunday, as that appeared to mc to be dtrin^^ 
work as much in my Vftxy, as if nn artinnn iliould work 
on the day npproi^rititinl for religious tvjiL JoiTKsoN. 
" Why, Sir, when you am of conftec]uence enough to 
oi>[K)»e the prjtctice vf oonsnhinf^ upon Sunday, you 
should do it ' but you may go noii\ It i^ not criminal, 
tliOLigh it i« not what one should do, who b anxioua for 
tlic prcHrrFation and ina^easc of pi«rty, to whidi a 
peculiar ot)!<ervancr of Sunday in a great hrlp. The 
dMlitiction is clear between what ts of moral and what 
is of ritual ohli^tion." 

On Saturday, May IS, I hreskfiuted with him by 
nvitation, accompanied by Mr. Andrew CroshU*. & 
Scotdi Advoaitt. whom \ie hod soen at KdinUirgh, 
and the liou. (*olonel fnow (leneral) Edward Stopford, 
bmther to Lord Oonrtown, who wan denrous of Iwivg 
intt-oduecd to him. Hi* tea and rolls and butter, ond 
whole hri<Akfast apparatus were all in «uch decorum* 
and hig belmriour was fto courteous, that Colonel 
Stopford was quite surprized, and wondered at his har. 
log bemd so much said of Johnson's slovcnlinr.^H und 
imighnew- I have prewrved nothiiij; of what paucd, 
except tluLl Crnsbit' plL^OHil hini uiuch by Inlking 
learnedly v£ akJiymy, as to which Johnson was not a 
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pmulivf iinlirlifver, but rallM^ ilt-liglili^l iii consUeringf 
wliat pi-of^TTo h;Kl sctuiilly liecn mmie h\ thu trsnsiiiu* 
talion of metab, nhat near a|>proiich€ft ttierc lta<l \iotn 
to tlie making of goki ; nttd told us tlinl it v.a^ aflirmcd 
that a pcr^n in the Uus^an domioions had dbcovcrcd 
the secret, but died nitliout rervcaling it^ a» imngining it 
would !ic projtiiliclal tosociL^lv. Iloailcfcd, Ihat it was 
not iinjiosstble but it niigbt in Uiiie lie {.rciierally know n. 

It hcmg asked whether it was ri^aficmaUe for n mtin 
to be anf^ry at aoothcr whom a woman ?iad preferred 
to him? JOHKiiON. '* I do not fti'C, Sir, ihnt it is 
rcasoitoble for a man to be angry at anoUicn tvhom a 
woman has preferred to him: but aii^^ be 1% no 
dotJil : siad lie ia loatli to be an^^ry at himM^lf." 

Before s^-'tling owl f«r ScotJand on the 23d, I wa^ 
frwiiienlly Sit hU eom|nii)}' at dirtWent places but during 
this jteriod have recorded only two remarks; oiie coa- 
cerninj^ Oarrick : "He has not Lrttin enough. He 
Gitdfi out the Latin by the mcaotitg nUbcr than the 
meaning by the l^atin/' And anotlier oonccmiitg wri- 
te» of travels, who. he observed. " were more defective 
Ibaii nny other wrilerfl," 

I pa^sefl many hours with him on the 17tb, of which 
1 find all my memorial is, *' much laughing^ It should 
iteem ho had that day been in a humour for jocularity 
and mcnimcnt, and upon txKh occai^tonn I never knew 
n man lauj^h more heailily. We may suppofe, that the 
high rcli»h of a >tate »o different fn>m hU habitual 
gloom, i^oduccd more than ordinary exertiouii of that 
iJivliiiguj«hingfurohy <if niztii, which has pnzzhd phllo* 
&opher« so mueh Co explain. JuhnHom's \attf^\ was mt 
rcn;arkaUe as any eircumstance in his manm^. It was 
a kind of |>ood humoured growl. Tom Oavies described 
it droUy enough : " He laughs Hke a rhiBOcen»." 
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" TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ. 
*' DEAE SIB, 

" I HAVK an old amanuensis in great distress. I 
have given what I think I can give, and begged tUl 
I cajinottell where to beg again, I put into his hands 
this morning four guineas. If you could collect three 
guineas more, it would clear him from his present diffi- 
culty, I am. Sir/ 

'* Your most humhle servant, 
" May 21, 1775, " Sam, JohnSON." 

" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ, 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I MAKE no doubt but you are now safefy lodged 
in your own habitation, and have told all your adven- 
tures to Mrs. Boswell and Miss Veronica- Pray teach 
Veronica to love me. Bid her not mind mamma. 

" Mrs, Thrale has taken cold, and been very much 
disordered, but I hope is grown welh Mr- Langton 
went yesterday to Lincolnshire, and has invited Nico- 
laida ^ to follow him. Beauclerk talks' of going to 
Bath, I am to set out on Monday ; so there is nothing 
imi dispersion, 

**- 1 have returned Lord Hailes's entertaining sheets, 
but must stay tJll I comeback for more, because it will 
be inconvenient to send them after me in my vagrant 
state. 

" I promised Mrs. Macaulay ^ that I would try to 
serve her son at Oxford. I have not foi^tten it, nor 
am unwilling to perform it. If they desire to give him 
an English educatiooj it should be considered whether 

• A learned Gt«k. 

3 Wifv Df the Rewretut Ur. J£ttizieth Uncnii%^ uithour of " Tlv 
Hi«toryofSt, Kilda,' 
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Hwy cuntinL «*iul him Tor a year or twp to an t^ng^Uh 
school. If he comes immctliutdir Trom St'ottanci, he 
can make iio li^re in oiir Umvemtict. The achoolt 
in the norttw 1 belic^r, are cheap ; and whi^n i was a 
yoian^man, wero eminently ^^ood. 
> ** There arc two litllc iKx^a publbl)e<d br the Foulifl, 
Te1eii>^1iti>i and CoUiiW<; Poems, each a shiUin^; 1 
irouM bi' j^Uul to have tln^in. 

' ♦* Make my ooniplnneiiU to Mf>. BoHwell, tliough 
flhe does oot love me. Vou sec what jwncrte Utiaga 
Udit^ orct And hoi.v little ttt to be trusted i^ith tVudal 
estates. M hen ^lic mcritts and loves me, tlierc may be 
more ho|)e of h€r daughters. 

*' I vriU n<jl vikI coin | ill im-nt?! to my friefxii by itamct 
bpcauw I wotdd l>e loutb to leave any nut in the mu- 
mi^^tion. Tdl them, tk yon ftnr them, hovr viM I 
■peok of Scotch politeness, and Scotch ho6fMtidity, and 
Scotch beauty, ami of ever}- thinj* Scotch, but Scotch 
oat-coke^, and Scotch prcjudiccft, 

^ ** Let mc know the answer of Koray. and the deci- 
sion rHatio^ to Sir Allan/ 1 anu my dearest Sir, with 
great idTeetioiir '* Vian- innut nUi;^, and 

" Mo4t bumUe serronl. 



Mar 27, 1775, 



Sam. Johnson.'* 



After my retnm to Srotland, I wrnle tltrce letters to 
1»in, from which f i-xtrnrt llir* fnllowing paswgrv: 

** I hnve $een Lord fUiles since F came down. He 
tfiink« it u'onderAil that ynu nre p1ca«etl to take so 
much painR \n ret-idTif^ liU ' Annab.' I told him that 
ytm said you were welt rewarded by tlie ciitCTtaioraent 
which you had in reading them* 



«A Iw^ukoMTicd oab^JHpA1kaMncl4u, Chif^orir^Cto^tO 
recoTcr ccriain parttof hit fjunilycBUl» from the UvLecfAcg^ie. 
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" There has been a numerous flight of Hebrideans 
in Edinburgh this summeK, whom I have been happy 
to entertain at my house. Mr. Donald Macqneen ^ 
and Lord Monboddo supped with me one evening'. 
They joined in controverting your proposition, that the 
Gaelick of the Highlands and Isles of Scotland was not 
written till of late" 

" My mind has been somewhat dark this summer, 
I have need of your warming and vivifying rays; and 
I hope I shall have them fi-equenUy. I am going to 
pass some dme with my father at Auchinleck." 

" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ, 
" D£AR SiRj 

" I AM returned from the annual ramble into the 
middle counties. Having seen nothing I had not seen 
before, I have nothing to telate. Time has left that 
part of the island few antiquities; and commerce haa 
left the people no singularities. I was glad to go 
abroad, and, perhaps, glad to come home ; which is in 
other wordsj I was, I am afraid, weary of being at 
home, and weary of being abroad. Is not this the 
state of life? But, if we confess this weariness let us 
not lament it; for all the wise and all the good say, 
that we may cure it, 

" For the black fumes which rise in your mind, I 
can prescribe nothing but that you disperse them by- 
honest business gr innocent pleasure, and by reading, 
sometimes easy and sometimes serious. Change of 
place is useful; and I hope that your residence at 
Auchinleck will have many good effects, 

" That I should have given pain to Raaay, I am 

I A very learned minUler in the Ule of Sky, trtkon both Dr. John* 
son mikl I have menUoncd wilh regard. 
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sincerely sorrj ; and iun thererore very mucli pleaded 
timt he i% no lon^^ uneasy. He still ihinkii that I 
hnv<» r*'prttrt"tttotl him jw (itrrsoiially Kivin^ uji thcChii'T. 
tainsbip. I meanl only that it wai tm longer contu>t6d 
hctvocn ttie tu'o houses, and su|>poi^ it iteutvc!, per* 
ha]», by the cession of some reniote ^ncmUcm, iu the 
house otUunre^an. 1 oDi »orry Ute advertUcmcnt vrss 
not continued for three or four times in the paper. 

" Tlmt Jjoxd Mohhmhhi and 31v. Maci[Ut^en >hoiild 
cnntrovrrtn position rontmry to Hir iiimgiiinry intend oC 
litrriiryor naliottal prejudice, might Ik' <-n<nly fmagtnrd; 
hut of R standing fact there oug-ht to be do coiitrorersy ; 
if there are men wich iaiIk, catch an hortto caudaius ; if 
there wA^ writing of old in iho Ili^liLnndf* or Hfibridci^ 
in the Kt^c Jan^iia^, produce the manuseripts* Where 
nicn vi-ritc tliey will vniic to one onothcTt ond some of 
their letters, in fftmilics situdiouA of thdr ancestry, will 
be kept, [n Wales there arc n»any nmnuscriptM. 

" I have now three [lareeU of I-ord llaiira's hiiitory, 
which I purpose to ix'tuni all tlie next wc>el:: that his 
respect for my littl« ohwrrations should keep hw n-ork 
in suspense, make^ one of tJie evils cT my joume>-. It 
is in our lan^agc, I Ihink, a nc^' mode of lii^torj 
which tells all tlial i.*i tvaiitcd. and, I suppose, all that' 
i« known, without hJ^ourt^l splendour of hnguagv, or 
aifet^ted suhtitly of tx>njcctiire. The cXDctti^^ss of hif 
dates ral^e^ my wonder. He seems to liai'c the doM*- 
t\tts of Henault without his constraint. 

" Mrs- Thrale was so cntertaitHxl with your * Jow 
n«l»"^ that ^LC almost readlier^lf Lliod. She hoa m 
great regard for you. 

" Of Mm- Bodwcll, though due koowa in her heart 



* My " Joamal of n Tout to the Hefaridc*," whi<b Uwt Mj rtad 
H ibc original manuiCTi]!!. 
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tl»l fthc docs not love ino^ 1 im always glad to liear 
suij* good, iind hr>]x- Unit v\i^ and the little dear liulies 
will bare iteilher sickness nor any other aQlictiOu. ilut 
ihe kTMw*^ tfmt she Awn w>i c»rr what becomes o( roe, 
and for that sbc may be sure that 1 ttunk htr very 
much L(> Uatnc. 

" Ncrcr» my tlcwr Sir, do you take it into yourliead 
to think chat 1 do Dot love you ; you iiuty aiettlc your- 
arif in HiU omifidencc Tioth of my Uive nnd my esteem ; 
I love y<>u as a kind tiian, I value you its a u-arthy 
man, and liojie m time to reverLMicic ymi as a man of 
cxemjilary jrirty. I hold you, as Hamlet hm it, ' in 
my Jicfirt of lieorts," and therefore, it is tittle to say^ 
that I am, Sir, 

*' Voiir affectionate humble scnrsnt, 
[* tonibm. AuprtC 57, 1775. " Sam. Jubnsok,* 

TO THE SAMS. 
« SIR, 

" It in these papers/ there b little ollcnitinn nt- 
tcm|ited, do not suppose me negligent. I have read 
them iKTlmj»H more cUwely than tlie rest; but t find 
nothing worthy of »n objectloti. 

« Write to rae soon, and write often^ and tell me nil 
your hontret bwirl. 1 ftin^ Sir, 

•• Your'a aflbctionatdy, 

''JuiganSiK ITTS. " SaM. JOUKSON " 

TO TIIC »AME. 

*■ I yQvr write to you, le^l in tome of your freaka 
and humours you sJifiuU fancy yourself neglected. Such 
funcie-^ I must entreat you iie»'er to adnut, at l«i9l 



' AnoUier pued of Lord HulnB "Animh ofScothod-" 
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nerer to indulge : for m^ regard for jou is to nKliaited 
und fixed, that >t n twcomt- |Mrt of mj mind, and cuw 
iiot l)o t'ffai^d btit hy <«ine cause iiiioommcinlj' violent; 
therefore whi-tlu,T I write or not, set your tliout^htst iit 
rest. I noir vrite to t<;U you Uiat I sball not voy soon 
write again, for I am to set out to-inoiTow on another 
joomcy, 

"Your friendi arc all w^U at Streatham, and in 
IJccc4tcr-fidd».* Make my com^Jiniaits to >frs- Bos- 
well, if&hc is in i;ood humour i^ith mc. 

" I am. Sir, &<^ 
"&*pi<roiwJ*,i7r5- "Sam. Johksow/' 

Wliat he mentions in such ti^^kt tcna^ as, " I am to 
out to*iBOfTOW on another joumc)^/' I soon oAcf- 
'aixlw tliscovei'cd w as no k^s llwin a lour lo Franar 
wilh Mr. and Mni. Tlirak', ThU was Uie inil^ (ittu? 
^H u his life tliut hv «Tiit u|>ou iUv Cuiiliiieiit. 

P 

■ ha 




" TO MBL nOBEKT LEVET. 

" Scpl, 18, n7J. 

*' Wc arc here in France, after a very pkasing 
no more than aix hotin. I know not when 
f ilmll wriU* again. ai>d tltcix^^iro I write now, thougli 
^ou cannot «u|ipo»- tliat I hn\C nnfth to say. You 
have Kvn I'mnce joui-ttir From tlitfl pimce w« nr« 
goinjf to Rouen, and from Rouen to Paris, where Mr. 
Tlirale desa^« to stay about five or six M-eeks. Wc 
have a regular recommendation to the English resident* 
»0 wc shtdl not be taken for vagabond*. Wc think to 
go one wny ami retnm anoilwr, and for as much as wc 
caa, I will tr)- to speak a little Prenofi ; 1 tries] hitherto 

* What Sir JmUvm llc>h«1da ItvH. 
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but \Hi\L\ but r Kpoke wnuHicnc^. If I hcuxl better, 1 
suppose ! should learn fflitcr. 1 am. Sir, 

" Vour humble servant, 

*' Sam, JoHSaoN-" 



TO THE &aU£. 

'^nRAR SIB, -PwU»Oce>i«. i77i- 

'* Wk art* SitiJ! here, *:ommoijly Tcry busy in Jook- 

ig about U(L \Vv liavo hciii to*day at ^''cnwiiJlcs. 
hare seen it^ and I bIioII not detenbc it, \Vc came 
;7<:stci'doy from Foiitoinblcait, \^ hvi~e the Court h now. 
Wc went to 5CC titc KtD^ and Ciuccn at dinner', aiKl the 
^Quccn woi so imprc^icd by Miss,'^ that she sent cnc of 
the Ciriitloinctn tociiijiiiiv who *he was. I find nil trur 
tliat you liavc cvi-r t»h\ mc at Paris. Mr, Thnil<? in very 
liboml, and kr'ops iisi two coaches, and a very fine tabic ; 
but I think owr cookery very bad. Mrs. Hirulc got 
Into a convent of KnglUh «im% nnd J tollced with her 
through the ^"alc. otid I iim very kindly used by the 
Englbh Benedictine fiiors. But upoii the whole fciin- 
not make much acquaintance here; and though the 
churches, ptilmtTS and soiiw |;rivate hoj»e& are very 
magnilicent, tliert* is no very ^rcat pleasure after hnvlnj^ 
seen many, in seeini^ more; at least the ]>lea«urc, whai- 
ever 1: he, mitst some time have an end, and we art? 
beginning to think wlicn we shall corner home. Mr. 
Throlc calculates that a» wc Icfl Streatham on the 
6i\epnth of September^ we shaU 9vc it again about Uie 
AEYeenth of XovcmlKT. 

" I think I had not }xx*n on the side; of the sea /irc 
days be/ore I ibund a senaihle improvement in mr 
health. I ran a race in the ruin this day, ai>d beat 
Barctti Baretti is a line fellotv, and speaks Frcncb« 
I think, quite a» ^-ell as Kn^Iish. 
^MiwThmlt, 
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" Make mjr oomplintents to Mr». WiUianiH: and give 
ray lore to France ; and (ell my fticnd» that I am not 
lost. I am, dear Sir, 

" Your aflectionate hutnlile, &c. 

'* Sa-M. Johnson.' 




"TO I>R. 8AMITF_1. JOHNSON, 

" MV DEAR SIR, - tl^mburfih, Oci- S4, 1775. 

" If I had not been informal that you were aI 
Parut yen should hove had a letter titmi hk by the 
earii«at opp'>rt«nity, annoimcin^ the l>irt)i of my aoo, 
on the 9th instant i I hare named him Alexander, after 
my father, I now write, as I iiup|KHe your feUow-tra- 
veller, Mr, Thmlt*, wi)l r^iirn in I^ondon this week > to 
atlmd liU duty in Parluimcnt, and that you will not 
stay behind him, 

" 1 send another parcel of [jord HcQes's * Annals.' 
1 have \mdcrtaken to solicit you for a favour to him, 
which he thua requests io aletlerto me : ' lintendMxm 
1o givr you " The life of Robert Bruce," whidi you will 
tw pleased to tmnsntit (a Dr Johnson, I wish that you 
could Bs%ht me in u fancy whldi I hare taken, nf^-ttin^ 
Dr. Johnson to draw a character o(" Robert Bruce, from 
the account that 1 gire of tliat ]innce. If he findl 
materials for it in my work, it will Ik a i>r4)of that I 
have been fdrtunatc in selecting the most striking inci- 
denu; 

" I snpiioM^ by ' Thr IJ/c of Rohtrt Bract.' hw 
Lmlahip means thnt part of hit 'Annals* whidi i^- 
4al«a the history of that prince, and not a separate 
work. 

" Shall we hare ' A Journey to Parity' from you in 
tbe winter? Vou will, I ho|>c> nt any rate lie kind 
enough to give nie nome account of your Fnnicli Iravekt 
very noon, for I am very imjuUient What a diETerent 
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scene hare you viewed thiH autumn, frcmi tlmt which 
you vicn-ed tn autumn 1773 I 1 ever am, my dear Sir, 
*• Your much obliged and 

** AilccLionatt' IiuitiLiIc ^^cnniit, 

" Jamks Boswei.l." 



j< 



to JAMES &oswi:ll» vjrq. 



" DEAR SIA, 

** I AM ftUd tliat th<? >'our;j Laird U bom» and an 
end, 03 I hope, |>ut to the only diflerenoe tlmt rou ctin 
ever have with Mr^ RoswcllJ I know that she docs 
not love mc ; but I intend to pcrsa^t in wishing her well 
till I g:et the lM*tler of hei. 

" VnrW IS indf'odr rt place very d'tflLi^nt from the 
Heljricleft, hut it is to a hasty traveler not «o fertile of 
novelty^ noi' aflbrxU no uiuny opportunities of remark. I 
cannot pretend to tell the puhtick any thing of a |jl«ee 
better known to niniiy of my readers than to mysdf. 
We can talk cf it when we meet* 

" I shall go Tiext week to Streatham, from wbenrr J 
piu'posc to scud a |>iln^-1 of the ' History ' every post> 
Concernjnjf the cliaracter ofBriiee, I can only «ay, that 
I do not tee any groat rciuon for writin^f it ; hut J ^liall 
not easily deny ithat Lord HailCf^ and you eoncni- in 
desiring. 

'* I Imve l^een I'emarkahly healthy all the joiirncy, 
and hope you and ynur frimily hfivc known only tliat 
trouMe and clanger which has so happily terminated. 
Amonff Jill the cotiKmiuialiop* that you may reedve, 
i hojio yim lieliere none more warm or Einocre, than 
those of» dear Sir> 

« Vour moat affcetionate, 
"NovtmW 16,1775. " Sam. JailSSON." 

■ Thh ti)luiff« to nny oU fcudnl princ1j>1t or itr^ferrirg mule in 
fouak tJCccMion, 
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•* This week I came homr from Paris. I Iwt*? 
IjFPUglil yoii n liHio hftx, whii^i 1 tl»wjgl»t (irtlty ; I«it 
I know not whether it is pmiwly a snuir-tiox. or a box 
Ibr WHI10 other use. 1 will Bcnd it, when 1 can find an 
opportiinitv. ! have been througb the whole journey 
rciiwirknijly wdl. My fcllow-lravcliera were the saroe 
whom you saw at Lichfield, only mc took Boretti vriih 
us. Pari:! in not fto fine a plaoc as ynii would expect* 
The piihirrs iiml rhunln-*, hiiwi"Ti:"r, lire \t*ry H|>h-iidiil 
and magnilicent; mid what woidd pbaf^e you, thirn* anr 
many vcry^fitw )victure« ; but I do not think their way of 
life commodiouf or pteiwint. 

" Let tnc know how your health has been all this 
while. I hope the hnc Hummcr has given you ^ircngtb 
ntflictent to mcountcr the winter. 

" Make my complimenls to all my friends ; and, if 
your finger* will let ymi, write to me, or hi your 
maid write, if it be trouUeaome to you. I am, dear 
Madam, 

" Your most aRcctionntc humble scr\'ant, 
" N*>F, ifi, 1775- " Sam. Johnson," 

TO tUK SAME. 

" dkah madam, 
*' Sour week* ;i^o I wmte to yon, to tdl yoti ihitC 
I wa« Just come home from a ramble, and hoped that 1 
should have heard from you. I am afraid winter h» 
f 

* Thcrt (an be iw doubt lb«t aamf yt^n }frcvioua lo ITTi^.lircor- 
MtpomJcd niih ibw InAj, who wu hii itcp-doughler, but none of hi* 
«Br1i» Ictimh ti> htt hnvc brtn pmrrved. 

[Sinc« ilic fkfllh irf ihc dtt1h0E>r, Jierttil «f JohstflO'i felt*™ to 
Mn. L>i^ Portir. «TiUf« bc-ri>rf 177.'). vrrrc flibligiri^f cnmnwni- 
it?i lo mc hj ilic Rev. Dr. Vybc, and ftre prislttf in Xht prcK«t 
hkn. Uuon.} 
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laid hold on your finger-, and hiodcrs you from writiiig. 
MoweveFr let somebody wrltp, if you ctnnot, and tHI me 
hov^ you ik>, and :i lilUcr of wli»t tia-s huj^pened at IJch- 
fieUl among our frHfnd& [ hope you mtv: all woll 

** When I vr«A in Francej I tbougtit myself growing 
jouDg, but am aJmid that cold w»thcr wilJ tidkC part of 
my new vigour fn*m mc, Ijel iw, however, lake care 
4»f otirvclvci, sod iosc do pwi of uur health by ncgli- 



" I n€vei" knew witellier you received the ComiBen* 
0MJJ on the New Tcrtainem, and iJw Travdi, and ihc 

" Do. my dear love, write 1o tae\ and do not let u» 
forget each other. Thia u Ibc scoaon of good wisbtt» 
And I wlih you aU good. 1 luLre not lately accn Mr. 
f urti-r," nor heard of him. Is hi* with you ? 

*' Be pleaded to tn^ke tny com]]ltinents to Mrs. Adey, 
and Mr>. Cobb, and alJ my friends; and when 1 can do 
Any goodflctme Lnow, I am. dear Madam, 

** Voun mo^t aflcctionntdy, 
"December, 1775. " SaM. JoHS&OK,'* 

It is to t>e regretted, tbfit he did not write an account 
of hitftrarcliitn i-'ranct; for as he J6 rqwrted to have once 
»id, that " he andd wTfitc the life of a Broonmicfc." ' 
so, nolHith^lQnding so m»ny former triTcllcrs hare ex- 
hauKttrd alnio«t every suhject for remark in tliat great 
kingdom, bi« ver}' accurate obvenratiov, and ]xK-ultiir 
vigour of thought and iltuttration, would have produced 
a valuable work. During hU visit to it, wlilch lasted 
but about two months, he wrote notes or minuter of 

> Sod ot Mn. J<^aM>n« by bcr A»t hiub^nd. 

* [It u p»baUc thnt Ibc ftuthour « m^moTy hm drcrlrr^ Uro, 
aod ibM ht wBi thinkifi^ of SttlU'« remiirk. lUt Swift <o«ld vftiie 
Antlyupon a broooMtick. See Johntun'i Lire of8«in. J. BotwiU,.] 
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what he sav. He promisod to s)ie«' mc Utem, but I 
DCgkctcd to put him in mind of it ; and tbc greatest 
part of them )ms been loot, or ptrhapt, dcstrojred in a 
precipilaLe humijig vf hh )Mt|)^r:( a few daj-t befoir h» 
dralh, which must ever Ikt lammtPi) : One imall papvr* 
book, however, entiUed " Fkaxce II." has been pre* 
»«n'e£f, and i* in mr po«««don. It is a dtiimal natter 
of his life and ohdervation,s, from the 1 0th of October to 
the iih of November, induNvc, being twcnty-oix dayit 
and sheira an cactraordinary attr^nlion to vaiioua minnto 
parliciilarH. Ileitig tJie im\y intriTU^rial of Ihb tour ttiat 
n-tiijiinf, mr rL-adrre, 1 sm cortfidL-nt, will {nmur it witb 
pleasure, tbouf^h his notes are very short, and evidently 
written only to OMint )ii* own rccoliectioiK 




"Oct, 10. Tuesday- Wc saw the Ecotc AfUkaire, 
in which o«*e huiiilml aivd fiily ytwng boys are edttca led 
for iht^. nrmy. They have nrm^ <it ilifEi-n-nt eqtts ac- 
cordiiif^ to ihe !Mge; — *UnU of wood. The htulding ia 
very lari^e, twt nothing fine except the coondl-room. 
The French have lai^e squares in the wmd<»vra ; — they 
make *^ood iron pall^iidr^. Their metl^ are ^tom. 

" Wc visited tbc OhMTiratory, a l^rgc building of a 
l^reat bei^il* The u|i]ieT AtuiivH of the parapet veiy 
iHr^i-r bill not crnmpc<1 with inm. Tlie ffnL on the lop 
is very cKt4*n«ive ; hut on ttte insulated jutrt tlicrv is no 
parapet. Though it was broad enough^ I did not care 
to go upon iu Map« were printing in one of the rooms- 

*' We walked lo a small convent of the Fathers of tbc 
Oratory, hi the readinf^-deik of tiie rcfectovy Jay (lie 
livcfi vt the sainta. 

" Oct. 11. Wedneaday. Wc went to see IMtel tk 
CAaiiou, a house not very lai|^ but very def^nt. One 
of Uw rooms vaa gilt to a dogm that 1 never saw 
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bclbre. The upper p«irt lor scrrnDU ond their maatvrs 
was pirtly. 

*' TiiL'jiPc wc went to Mr. Ibfonviirft, a house dirided 
into smsll ajuiiltnents, fumUhcd with elTemlnate and 
TnipDte clcgancc-^Porphyry. 

•• Thence wo went to St- Roqtie^s chtirohj which U 
TTtry Inr^ ; — the lower pavL o[' the pUlar^ iiK-rusled with 
znarblc. — Three chapels behind the hi^h nitar ; — the 
Jjist a ma.s» ct low arches, — Altars I believt, all round. 

" W^^ p«sf*rd ihrtuigli Piact de i'cwrfrfmc, a fin** stjuan-, 
about as big ^ji lljinovr.'r-sipinrL\— IiihAtntH )>> the higli 
iamtlie«. — l^wis XIV. on hcise-back in the middle. 

•• Monvillf* in tho son of a ftirnicr-gcncntl. In ihc 
liouse oi Chattou is a room ivrnjshcd with japan, fitted 
lip in Eurojtc. 

" Wc dined wjlh Boccage, Ihc Martinis Hlanchctti, 
and hj8 lady. — The Hweirtnu^ats titke^it hr llu- Mjiirhlo- 
iw'vt Hhtiirhi'tti, ufU'r uiiK-nin;j that they were dear, 
Mr Ia- Roy, Count Manucct, the Ahb^, tlie l'rioi\ und 
i'ather Wilson, who &t«d with nic, tiU I took him home 
]n the couch. 

" HaUiiaiii if gone. 

" Tiic French hnvc ik> laws for the maintenance of 
ihcir poor,— Monk not necessarily a pricst-^Jiencdic- 
tincs Hiwe in iinir; — uic iit ehtirch an bmir and half; at 
church a^flin half an lioiir before, half an huur af^er, 
dinner; and a^ainfrom hjdfan hour after «cv-en to eight. 
They may sleep ci^ht honrg, — Uodily hibour wanted in 
monaAterieft. 

" The poor taken to hospilabtand miseraUy kepU^ 
Atorkfi in the convent fifteen :—«cconn ted poor. 

" ()cl. 15, Tliur*djiy, IW went to tlie Gobelins. — 
Tajwstr)' makes a ^ijod iweture : — imitates flesh exaclly. 
^-One piece with a gold ground ; — the binls not exaclly 
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colcmrcd.^Thcncc wc went to the King'a cabinet ;^ 
very neat, not. peitaps, perfect. — Gold ore- — Cnnctks of 
the ca tulle- tree.*- Scttis.^WiimU, Theaicc to (ia^iucr's 
housi?, IV here 1 »aiv rooms niii^, funiUTicd with u pro- 
fusion of wealth and eleg^itce which I never had seen 
before-— Viwc«,—riet«rf:*, — The dragon chiim,^The 
lustre «aid to be of cry^al» rtnd to have ccGt 3,^00L — 
'ITie whole furniture Mid to have eo*t lfi5,OOOI. — Da- 
mask hangings eovcrcd with pictures, — ^FonJiyi^-,— 
Thia houoe .ttruck me- — Then vre waited on Ibc laJies 
to MoiivilU'V*— Caplfliti Irwin with u».^ — SjiMiru Coiiiitjr 
towns all beggars. — At DyoB he couTd not find ibrway 
to Orleans,— Crou roadjt of France very bad-— Five 
soldiem, — Woman. — Soldiers cecepod. — The Colonel 
would not lose five men for ibe death of one woinnn.* — 
The mngutrate cannot seize a wkfier Imt by the Colo*- 
ner^ permission.— (vood inn at NtsnMrs. — ?kfoon) of 
llftrtur^' fund uf Kngli^hiueii. — *titE>faltair t-nnnenUy 
healthy; it has l)ccf from Bwlwiry. — There is a large 
j^ardcn. — Sc^diera «ometimc4 fall from the rock, 

" Oct. I^. Friday- I ^atd at home nil day, only 
went to hnd the jirior, who wa^ not at hocne. — I read 
something tn Canus.*— Ncc admiror^ ttec muttum 

" Oct* U- Saturday. We went to the house of Mr. 
Argenfton* wliidi wu3 nimostt wainncotted with looktJig- 
gla^ues, aiid (xpvejrd with gold. — ^"llie ladies' doMt 
wainsCuttcid with Inrge Kiuarcs of glass over putinttxl 
paper. Ttiey alwayt place minrour* to reflect tlR'U 
room^ 

* Tlic rcM or thw p«ra(ntpJi «pf>cjn to be a miautc of wkftt wm 
;oy by C^(Atn Invlo. 

* Mrkliior C^nu*- a c«to(Kalci] SfianUt DominicDii, nho %\\itd at 
TotMlojA 1560. H«wiouatNa«j*«l^/'O0iT4n^f*ciJ,miH^n 
booluu 
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"Th^n we went lo Julieti's, rfie Treasurer of the 
Clergy : — ^00,0001. a year — Tht Ihmijw htts no %'cry 
lor^ room, but ia ^t with miirours. and covcrrd with 
l;^ld.— BootCM of woofi Itere, and in aoothrr library. 

" At D**»»»***'s I lookwl into the books in tho 
Itody'f do»et, and in contempt, shewed ihcm to Mr. T- 
I— PWjbcc Titi ; BibL des Fees, and other books.^^c 
»im offendcdf and »hiit up, as we heard aAerwards, her 
l-Bparttiurnt. 

" Then wc went to Julten Ijc Rot. the Kin^N waich- 
-mnkf r, ;i iiixn of chai'm^lei in hif* Uuww^, viho Khrwi-i) 
a tmall clock niivclr to ftnil tlie lorigitudr— A decent 
man. 

" Afterward* we saw the Pahit Marchand^ and 
the Courts; of Justice, civil jind GrimiiHil, — (twrics on 
the SctiettC—'VyiU building h«j the old Golhick poi- 
■agen. and a preal apjic^arance ol* antiijuitv.*— 'Iliree 
htrndrfil pri.Mmei'K ^tfUTir-tinii-^ m ihr gnol. 

" MiK'li d)9ltirlR-J: hope no ill will be.* 

" In the arteiTMxm I visiitod yir. Fiwon the ,>our- 
nalist^ He tpukcn Latin vay scivntily, but seonud to 
andentand tuc. — \Vts hou5(^ not .splendid, but of eooi- 
modiom ?iize> — His fanuly, wiic, sot^ and danglitcr, 
not elevated l>ut dciviiL— I wan |ileiJ.*K-d wilh my n*ce|v 
iioiL— He iH til translate my 1>ooks, which 1 am to hihI 
bim with notes. 

"Oct. 15. Sunday. At Choi$t, a royal pnlact^ on 
the bonka of the Seine, aliout 7m. from I'ari^.— i'hc 
Mrraofr noble along the river.— The rooms numerous 
and grand, but Dot discrimiuatcd from other palaces.-^ 
The chaj>el beautiful, hut small— China gtolies. — hdjiiil 
tabW.—Lab>Tinth,— Sinking; table,— Toilet tallies. 



* ThnpHvagew i»l)*cb so inaii> think kupcntiEiun^ reniud» 
of AKhbbhop Lauil'i Ihirj. 
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'< Oct. 16. MoimIav. Tfi^Palub RojaU«^TT^nuid, 
bng^ ftnd toftjr.-»A very i^nTat colk-ction of picttines.-^ 
Three of Raphael. — Two Holy Family, One souU 
|»ece of M. Ani^Io.^'^^it^ room of Rubens.-^! tbougbt 
tbc pi4!tuiics of Kai^ad 6e>c, 

" The ThuiUcri^s, — Stntucs, — Vcnu*. — ifio. mi 
Anchtses in his arms.'-NtJus.'^iVUny more. Th« 
walks not o|)en (o meftn {ien>oik«.^(^iairs at night hunt 
for two kou* a |i«w- — Pont totimftnU 

*' Austin Vunt, — Grate. — Mrs, FprrooTj AhlwM— 
She knew Pope, oitd tbou^it )itm disAfn^eeable. — Mrs. 
ha* nuiny Iwoks ; — has seen Ufc. -TJ>eir front}«t 
disto^^Abkr— Their hood, — ^'I'hcir life ca:^. — Kb© 
about lire; Imur ainl hnlfm chAgK-l. — Diiw »t ten-— 
Another hour and half at chapt-l ; half an hour about 
tlitve, and half an hour more at sevcfi i^lbur hour» in 
chapel. — A lar^ge pmlen,— Thirl€«n pensionprs,-^ 
Tocher oomplained. 

** At the Boulevards saw nothing, jet nos glad to 
be there.— K<^-dftncing «nd farce. — £^ dance. 

'' N. [Nfrir.] N*"«r P«m, wliether on weck-dajs 
ur Sundays, the? runds f^mpty. 

• Oct, 17- Tuesday. At the PalaU MonrhaiMl I 
bought 

A cnulTbox, 94 L. 
« 6 

Tobkbook IS 

Sdam 9 p [pair] 18 




AS~2 13 6 
" Wc hf-ard the lawyers plcad^^N. A% many kilU 
ed at Pari* ik» there are dayi in the year. — Chambrt de 
yufifiiori. — TourneUe at the Palais Morchand.- An old 
^ tncruble building. 

" The PoJais Bourbon, belonging to the Prince of 



Cotid^- Only one small wing shuirn ;^luft>" ; — spkn- 
did ; ffold mid gltws- — Tho 1iati1e» of the gteal Ci>nd6 
arc puiiUed in one of the rooms. The present l*iiiw:« a. 
grandsirc &t (hirt^-mnc. 

" The sig'fit oC palaces, nnd older great bulldii 
If^vt-i iu» \t:ty di^til1(:t images, unless to tlioae whotallr 
ofttieri), Ax I imU-rc^t, Jiiy wife wau in itiy mind:' 
she would have been plc.tsiHl, ll^vliig now nobody to 
please, I utti little pleased. 

*• N- In France ihere i» m» middle rank, 

" S> inanv &hops open, thitt Sunday is lUUc dittiJ 
gtiiffticd nt Paris. — The palaccti oi' Louirru and Thuille- 
rits ;j;i-anted out in lodgings. 

" Jn the PaUm <le iioar^vn^ gilt globes of metal 
tlie ^i\- pliicp< 

*' The Freneh beds commended. — Mudi of the mai^ 
blef only ]iasCe. 

" The coloftcum a mere wooden building, at kost 
mtidi of it. 

" Oct, 18. Wedne*djy. AVe irent to Font:iimlih 
which we ibund a lar^-e mean town, cmwded uiih pav^ 
pie. — The Torebt thick with wocdf, vvvy extctimc*^ 
JUnnucci secured us ladsjinffB,- — The appearance of the 
country |>Ieasnnt. — >Ja hills ^^"^^ ttream^, otUy one 
hedge.— 1 remcmbL-r no chapels nor crosses oo tliG totA^ 
— Pavenient fllill, and rows of trees. 

" \. Nobody but ineiin praple walk in Pan«. 

•* Oct, 19, Thnr*thiy. At court we saw the ajiarl- 
menU; — the King'i; k^-chnmlKT and conncil^chumher 
extremely splendid* — Persons of aJI ranks in the exttT- 
nol rooms through which Ihe fanuiy passes ; — servants 
and masters. — Brunct with us the second titne. 



nnnT c>iitcn^« m hi^ '* Prajtm and Mcditatioa*/* appf^n very 
fvclinglf in ihU pniuingr- 
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• The intpoductor came tow.— dvU to mc— Prts 
nrnting. — I hati M^rujilcs. — Nfrt ii«*M?«irjr.— "Wc went 
and saxi- the Kinf; ami Queen nt dinner.— Wr saw the 
otlier ladies al dtnnei*-^ Madame Elizabothr lith tlic 
pTuicvsjf ofGuimcntf,— At night wc went lo n comedy. 
I neither saw nor heard. — Drunken women, — Mrs. Th, 
prcfcrrrcd one to i\^ other. 

" Oct. 30. Friday. We saw the Queen mount in 
the ToriMt — Rmwn hahit ; rndt^ aitide: one hniy rode 
a*i€li*^Thp QiRt'n's horw hfjhl|^rcy; — mfirlingale.— 
She prBlkj)ed-^We then treni to the Frpartnients^ and 
admired Uiem.— Then wandered throuph the i«»lac<'.*— 
Jn tlic pas3ttged> stallt dud shops. — Patntinc; in Fresco 
by n great master, worn otrt- — Wc *4iwr the Kinp^'d 
borws And dog«.— Ilie dogs almost itll Englbh. — De- 
generate. 

•* Thf horspM not inudi commcntW.-^Tlie sldiles 
coo); the krnml filthy. 

** At Titi^'ht the ladies went to tl»e opera. I refused 
but fhould have been vMcocne. 

" The Kin^ fed himsk-lf with his left hand us we. 

** Snturdoy SI. Jn the night 1 got itKind.— We 
came home to ['ari::>- — I think wc did not Etec tTie dm- 
pel.^Tree l>rokcn hy the n-ind.— 'i"he French chair? 
matle allufhoanU pninted. 

•• V. Sr>UlK'n( at ilto eourt cf jiKlIoe. — Soldiers not 
anKnalilr to tJic inagiitraloi*. — Dijnu woman,* 

•■ Fagots in ihc pnlace. — E*"cry ibin* slovenly, ex- 
cept in (he chief rooms. — Treei in the road^, some tall| 
iwne old. many rcry youn^and vmail. 

" Womi-n'^ !4id<l]M Aeein iU made. Queen's lnidic 
woven with silver. — 'Vngs lo filrtke tin" horsi'. 

*' Sunday, Oct. *J3. To Versaitles, a mean towa. 
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Carriages uf Im^iitH^x |i«vdji^.— Mean shop« against the 
walL — Our wny lay through SAv*-, nhei^ iht- China 
manufacture.— Wooden bridRc %i Sivi:, in itw way to 
\ ereoilles- — The palucc of \^ai extent. — The front 
long; I «w it not pcrfccUy.-^Thc Menagerie. Cyg- 
neta dark; their l»!ack feci; on the ground; tame- — 
Halcyons, or gulls,— Stag and hind, young.— Avjary, 
vary large: the net, wire. — Blade stag of Chinn, nndl* 
— Rhiiioccrox, the horn broken and pared nway, whidi, 
I suppose, will ^^w: the b.isi«, I think, four irchcs 
'cross; the »ktn fi»lda like U>ose clolh doubled over \us 
body, and cross his hipa; aTastoniTna), though young; 
as bigt fKrhspa, a8 four oxen. — The youn^ eJrphant, 
with his tuftks jiist appearing,— Tlie hmun U'ar put 
out bi» irnws; — all very taiiie. — The lion. — 'V\}e tigers 
I did not well view. — The camel, or dromedary wltli 
two bundien ca3hxl tho Iluguin,"^ taller than any hone. 
— Two camels with one t)unch. — Among the birds was 
tt pelican, who being let out, went to a founuin, and 
swam about to catch fiih, llis-ieet well webbed: he 
dipped hi* bend, nnd turned his ling bill Mdewis*e. 
He csught two or thi"ee fish, but did not eat them. 

'• Trianon i» a kind of retreat ajipendant to Ver- 
sailles. It has an open jjortico; the pjivement, and, 1 
think, the pillars, of nuirhk. — Inhere are many rooma* 
whkli 1 do not distinctly remember — A tabk of por* 
phyry, a!>out five feel long^ and l)etween two and tbitc 
hniH(1, given 1^1 I-tnvis X(V. by the Venrliim Sl3il<--^ 
In the counciLroom almo^ all that was not door or 
window, was, 1 think, looking-glass. — Little Triamm 
ia a small palace like a gentleman's houje, — ^Tbc upper 
floor i>aved with brick. — Little A'icnDe--'Tbe court is 
ill paved- — The rooms at the top arc smalt, fit to sooth 



^ Thi* v^nlhtt should ht nppticd to thti itTiIninl with oi;< tnmch* 
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tbc iinoi^fuition with \mviLcy. In the firotit of Ver- 
sailles Arc fltnoU baM)n» of water on the terrace, and 
otJier lKUN)ni, 1 tliipk, bdovf tbem. Thenr nrc littW 
coottA. — TJ»c grrut galWr h u-iutiMrntlrd w ith mirrour*, 
not very laf^v but joined hy franHn. I suppose the 
lar^ pLatei were DOt vet made.— T)ie play-hoDse was 
very Large.— The <^iapvl I do rot remember if we fair. 
— We saw one chape), but I am not ecrtain whether 
there or at Trianon,-^Thc foreign office pared wiU> 
bricks.'-^Thc dinner half a I^hjia ca4rh, and, 1 think, m 
Iahum over.^Money j^iven aL Mt^uagent, tlin?vr lirres; 
at ]«]a(V, BIX )ivn-«» 

*• Oct. «3. Monday. Last nipht I wrote to I*ret, 
■ Wo want to &ev the lookinj*'gUnc» wtoi]|^. 
Tbey come from Xomumdy ii> ca«t platen pcihapa the 
third of on iocb thick. At Paris they arc uound upon 
a marMe table, by rubbing one plate upnn another with 
grit between theni. Tlic various jiantli, ofwhit-h Uwn* 
are saii Lo he fire, I could not leurn. 'Hie httndle, by 
which the up|x.T f;la« is moved, hai the form of a 
wheel, which may be moved in all dircciiom. The 
plati^ nrv M:nt up with tlieir Mirtacc« pround. but not 
P-jIisImhU and so continue till they art be0|>okeD, leu 
lime should >pod the surface, as wc were t^ld. Tboae 
that ttrv to l*e |M]ished. sire laid on a tahle covered with 
■cvi*nil thick (.iutlm, luuij uraifMHl. tliat the n.'TUhtanoe 
may lK^e1Lllul: they arv then ruMied with a hand nib* 
ber, hdd down Itard by a coutrtrance whi<^i I did not 
well underhand. The |tf>wder which i?: u^ed latX teem- 
ed to IDC to be iron di^ohx-d in aqua tortie: they odlad 
k, an norelti said, marc Je fmu /m'Ut whieh he 
thought was dre^ They incntiooed vitriol and aalt- 
pettv. The cannon ball swam in tlie <(uickvitvei'. To 
lOvw them, a leaf of beaten tin is laid, and nibbftl 
with <|uic^8Qvcr, to which it unites. Then more 
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ijuicksilver is jiourcd upon it, whkh^ bv iU 
[atlnictJOfi] rise* very hij^h. Then a paper is laid at 
the nearest end of the ]ilAtc, mer which the glA«E is 
slided till it lies upon the plate, haviiii; driven much of 
the quicksilver before it. It U then, 1 think, pressed 
Upon cloth, And then ^ct ^loinng to drop the supcrflu* 
ous tncrcur)-: the slope ::( daily heightened towards a 
perpendicular, 

" III tlie way 1 saw the Gr^ve, the mayor's bousop and 
the Bagtite. 

" "Wg then went to Sana-terre> a hrewer/ He brews 
inith about as much mult ns >fr, Thralc, and »e1U his 
beer at tlic same price, though he pays no duty for moh* 
aod liUle uiona than hnh' »*i much Tor beer. Beer is 
sold retail at 6d. a bottle. lie brews 4,000 bnrrds a 
year. Iliere are seventeen brt-wer^ iti Paris, of whom 
(Hone i« supposed to hrcw inore than he; — reckoning 
them at ^,mo each, they make 51,000 a year. — 'ITiey 
make their malt, for malting is here no trade. 

*' The moat of the Bastilc is dry. 

" Oct. 24, Tuf>ilny, Wr visitcil the KitigMibrary*— 
] saw the Spt'Ctilam iumftjitr Sa/vittionis, rudely printed, 
with ink, sometimes pale» sametiines black; (lart «up- 
po«ed to be with wooden types, and part with pagc»> 
cut in boordx. The Bible, supposed to be older than 
thai of iMent^, in 62; it has no date; it is supposed 
have been printed with wooden types.-*! am in 
doubt; Ihi? priut jn hur^. ami fair, in tvttt fulini, — A»- 
otht-r iHJok WHS shewn nie. s«p|K»*i-(l hi have been printer! 
-with wooden types; — I think, Durandi Sattctuarium 
in M. ThU is inferred from the dilfercnce of form 
sometimes eeen in the same letter, whicli might be struck 

■ (T^ic drifiiublcr ruHiia w^io afltrwanj* cnnducUEl Louii the 
Sixtecntli u> Ihe vcihtbld. And cocniDnnrltd ibe Uw>p« ih&t gDifd«d 
il. dutiDghift murdrr^ Mtioxif,] 
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with different puticheons-^The ref^lur similitude of 
most kitcn proves Ix-tltT ihnt they are meUl, — I sav 
nothing but the Sptcuium which I had not »ccn, I 
Ihiitk, fM-forr. 

" Thence to the -Sorlwrnne.— The Hhmrjr ttry l^rge. 
not in lattices like the Kint^^s, Marbont and Duran£t 
q, eoUection 14 vdK Scriptcrts de rebus Gaiiicit, many 
folios. — Hhtoirc Gfncakgiquc of France^ 9 vol. — 
Gailia Christiana^ the fir^l edition, tto. the la-it, f. 
12 ToL— The Prior and Ubrorian dined [with us] : — 
I wailM m\ Ihciii home.— Thdr garden prclly, with 
cot'LTwl walks but small: >'<^"l i^^y h<"'(l many Mui1t^it». 
^-Tlie Doctors of the Sorl>onne are all equal -.—choose 
thofie who succeed to vacancies. — Pitjftt little. 

" Oct. 25. Wednesday, I went with the Prior to 
St. Cloti(l» to sec Ur, Hoofec- — ^\^c walked round the 
palace, and had some talk. — I dined with our w holt- 
company at the Monastcr^'.-^ln the lihrarr. BcroaUf 
^^Ciftnon, — Titus, from Boocace, — Oraiio P nn-^^rhiatis 
to the AHrf^int from Pctnrdi; Fnlkhmd to Sandys; — 
Dryden'* Preface to the third vol. of MisceHanics*' 

" Oct. a6. Th«n«Iay, We mw the duna at S6ve, 
cut, gin/cd, painted. Belleruc. a plcnsin^ house, not 
great : fine |m»i>ect, — Metidon. aii old palace. — Alex* 
andcr, in Porphyry: hollow lietwetii eye* und nosr^ 
thin cheek*.^P!ato ancl A ri>tollc>^NohW teirace over- 
look* the town— St. 010011—0(1111.17 not very high, nor 
grand, Nit pleasing. — In the rooraa, Michael An^elo, 
<lrewn t>y him*(.»lf. Sir ThomiiK Morc» I>ea CoHey, Bo* 
dian, Naudorus, Maeorinc- — Gilded wmnscol, so com- 
mon that it » not miiidcd.-^'C'Ough and Keenc<-*— 
Hooke came torn at tfie inn. — A message from Drxmu 
gold. 

* He ncaaa, 1 npiMN, that he reml tbcic dlffrrmt piece* wliilc 
be ranuinad la Uw libnfy. 
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OcU 27- Friday. X &taid at liomc.— Gou^i and 

K€cnc, and Mn, S- *» friend dined with us, — Thw 

day wc lic^an to have a fire — The weather is ^rown 
very cold, and. I ftart h^ a bad cBect upon my breath* 
wbiHi has grown much more free and easy in \\il% 
touittry. 

*- Sat. Oct- 2ft, I vi-iitrtl ibe GranA Chartnux, 
imilt by St. Juouif,— It » built for forty, but coDtains 
Vnly twenty-four, and wiU not maintain morr. — The 
friar that spoke to us had a prolty apartment-^ A Jr. 
ilarctti say* ftwr room*; I remember but three. — His 
books seemed to be Freiieh. — Hit garden wrs neat ; be 
igave uie g^ra|ies. — We sav the Place de Victuirt!, with 
the Kt;3tiii-i nf the Kiit|r^ and the cuptive nations 

** We saw the palace and gaidens of Luxeniboui^, 
but the gallery wq» shut. — Wc clunbed to the top slain. 
■^1 dined with Colbrooke, who had much cofnf>aiiy ;— 
I'oote, Sir George Rodney, I^lotteux, Udson, Taj^,^ 
Called on the Ptiiir, and f^wnd him in lx*d, 

" {-lotel — a ^inca a dipy.<^Oracb, thire ^iiicas a 
week, — Valet de [ilwre, ihrw I. a day. — ^vantcoureur^ 
a jl^uinea a «'cek.^ — Orxlinary dinner, six 1, a heod, — 
Our onlinary $cem» to be alwut five gruineas a dny,^ 
Our extraordinary cxpenccs. as diversions, gntuilk^ 
dothes, I cannot reckon.— 1>ur travelling U tea guineas 
« day. 

" White stocking*, ISLMVi^.— Hat. 

" Sunday, Oct. 39. Wc mw the boardinj^-scboolf 
■The Enfam trouv^s. — .\ room with about eighty- 
children in ermdleSt 05 atv-cct ad a parlour, — Tlicy 
a third ; take in to perhaps more than seven 
{yean old j ; puttln^n totrmIeK; pin to them titt- |ia|fer( 
ftmt witli them.— Want aunes,'— Saw theii chapel. 

* [t- «- 10 Uvrt4. Two pur of vhai« silk MockIag% MCtc piabablj 
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" Went to St. KuvUtiJi; kaw iiu uiniinK<ntble com- 
pany of girlfl catechised, in many boclu*«, pcrhaiw lUO 
to a catcchi^t.^^Boys taught M one time, ^jU at ano- 
ther. — "J'he Scnnon ; the prcaciier wc^ir* u cup, which 
he tnkr» off at the numc : — hia action unilbnn, not 
»'CTy violcnL 

'* Oct. 30- Slondfly. Wc saw tltc library of St- Ger- 
main. — A very noble collection. — CcJcx DiviaorHM 
Offitwrumy 1459 ;*«a letter, sijtjare like that of the 
Ojfices, perhaps the sniuc— TIk- Cotlt-Tt hy ^*"^ =tml 
Gciniheyni* — Meursius^ 1 2 v. {c\^—^Ama<tit^ in Frcnclu 
3 voJ. To). — Cathoucon sine cciopbont^ but of l^u. 
— Two other oditiooV one by 

Augustin* dc CivUatc DcL vitliout name, date* or 
pboe, buL of Fu.it's aqiiarc letter bb it Bceniti. 

" 1 (litK^ vritli C^ol l>rumgouid; had q pka-iing after.- 

flOQl). 

" Some of the books of St. Gvriniuo'x stotid iu presses 
from the wall, like tho^ at Oxford. 

"Oct. 31. Tnetday. I lived vt the Benedictines; 
inn^fre day ; soup mcA^c, lierrtngfi, ccU, both witli 
aaucc; fr^edfUh; lentib, taatclcis in themsdrcs. in 
the Itbntry : where I found M^tJf'eusU Je Hist^r'mlndicA : 
Prontonioritim ficcttrc^ to doubk the Cape. I jutrlM 
Tery tenderly from Uie Prior and Friar WUkei. 

" Maitre ties Arts, « v- — Uaec. THcqI 3 y.^Lictn^ 
tiflte, « y. — Doctor Th. 2 y, in all 9 jrrart— For th^ 
Doctorate three didfpuutbn^r Afajof\ AJtuQr, Sor^- 




« I have looked lit vun rnto l>« Bvrr. Mttrnw«. Mncttlr^, nit 
ulli«T typoenpbkaJ bo(^ for ih^ Cfo cdilionn of llic " CasAtdieam^^ 
which l>r- Jobaion ntntbtM ken» with nam** nthieb 1 n«DOl mttkn 
out. trend "one hj Lotmat. one bj ntatdmu*," I liavc ckpc^ 
»itcd the «ri^a»l MS- in Ihc Britivh Mvaeutn, where lh< ctuiout 
may ■«« it Mj gr«i«#aJ ]tffciiowl<d|>irfflrhii nf« due i^i Mt. l*Unta 
for the inMbk be vw pltaittri to ukc in ludiD^ «iv roeftrchcab 
TOL* II. . S C 
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nka. — Sevcml c<^)cji:c3 8Upprct!s«i, and traiwfcrrcd to 
tliAl H'1iic}i w»H the .?M»it'fi <*oUo^. 

'- Nov, 1, W^niiK^ar. \\> left Paria.— St- Det]»> 
a largt- town; ttie diurcli not vrrj Urgr^ but the miil* 
die ide is very lofty and awcful— On the left are cha- 
peU buiU buyoTid tlit? line of tbo uatl^ which di^troyvd 
U>e (symmetry of the sides- Tlw ur^n t« higher above 
the povetnoitt (h*»n 1 have ever seen,— The gatc^ arc of 
hm»». — Oil the middk gwtc i* ihc history of our Lord. 
— 'l*hc jkaintcd windows arc hbturioal» and uid to be 
eminently U-autiful. — We were at anotficr church bc- 
Inngiiig In a tftcir^^it, nf whicit Ihr [lOTlal ts a dncnt! ; 
we (Tiiihl tmH eiiUT funher, and it wa* atmnKl (bii4£. 

*' Nop, 2, Thursday. We camt Ibis day to Cban- 
tiUy. a seat lielmigin^ to the Prince of CmM, — Thix 
place IS eminently beant)6ed by all varidiefi of waters 
starting ujj in Jbimtaiiia, falhik^ in caMradc^, mnningtn 
ftreams, and 9pi-ettd in Lakes.-^Thc water »eein« to be 
too near Ihc bouse. —All xhh water is brought fn^ni a 
Mnirre or ri»er thret len^ies off^ by an artilvHal canal, 
which fin" one lengue » carried under grouml.— 'I>n- 
houseiff fna^mficent, — Tlie i^binet !*e«ns well stocked ; 
what I rctmmber wa*. tlie jnws of a bi;>j>o|v)tamtis and 
a voting hippopotamtis prctfcrv^'d, whic?b. bowerer, i> 
so smnil, that 1 t\ou]A its reality. — It M.-cm* loo hairy 
lor an alfortion, und tiro 5ina1l for a maluitr liirth.'*^ No- 
thing WR?i in «f>int« ; uTI was drj.-^Thf dog; the deer: 
the ant*hear with long snout.^Tfae toucan^ loitg Imuul 
beak.— The f^iahlo^ were uf very great length.— Tbr 
kennel had no ecenU. — There was a toockeij of a vil- 
lage. — Thi? Menagerie had few animal*,^ — Two faos- 






{ 



' Th^irrilingiK lobiui here, Oini ihfnnmwnf wvofal of iheaai- 
vnli tutald Tint it ilrc>phcrrd witli^ui mucZi ttwtc noafi^tMtKX^Hth 
Vftlnmt hiAtdry thjiti I po»ni — Dr. Bla^dtn. nth bia ovinl |«Afte* 
Dtm, jtWiioWpngh t%umlncdlht MS, 'Hi ihsl ^entknMB, and 




,• or Bnuilian wcmcU, spotted, ver3r wi!d, — There 
is a forest, and, I thmk, a pork, — 1 walked tilt I vu 
very wt'arj, and ncTtt morning fdt my leet battcfed* 
tnd with paius in t^c toes. 

" Not. 3. Friday. \Vc came to Oompcignc» a very 
largi^ tovrn, wiUia mynl |Kiljii-^liuih rounfia [xntagonal 
GOiirL — Thr rourt !« riii^'d ti|Hin vaulU, Jtntl hat^, I 
fuppo«(.v 8n entry on one side by a gimUc riw:. — Talk 
of paiintinf».*-The church k not very lorf^, \ml very 
dc^aat and s|)LcQdid. — I bad ot 6n% grtui diffi<ru1ty eo 
walk, hut motion pvw continually cxi^irr. — At night 
wc t!ttme to Noyon. an cpivopal city, — l"ho mthcdml 
b very bcButifuU ihc pillsrs Bttrnialely Gi^tl^rL iind 
Corinthian- — Wc piit(*Tpd a very notJi? |iafxirhial chtircb. 
-^Koyon it watled, and is said to he Ihrep milv^ round* 

*■ Nov, 4. Saturday. We row totv early^ and came 
through St. C^intin to Cambray, not long afli^r three, 
—We went to an English nunnery, to give a kllcr to 
father Wdcti, the confcasor, who aimc to visit ua in 
the cri-tiing* 

• Nm- 5. Sunday. Wc saw the Cathcd«l.— It is 
rrry iirautiru], with chapels cin i?atli sidp. — Tlie dmir 
■|ik-ndid,^Thr hidiuttnwl*' in out |Mrt lii-aw.^'l'in- Vf-fT 
very high and grand. Th(* altar Hilvrr itw Tar n% it is 
«Een. — Th« vestments very siilendid^^-At the Ben^ 
dktinea' chuixii .u* 



to Dr. Gnj, at the Itrititb !kluiimn, who nJ«o rfry rva^lj BtmUd 
mt, I bvf icvrc 10 n|irwi My baM thaaka. 

^ It b that vrUwnhyJofcQWTii fron ih« ff^ncfe pnaua<iai|iiOii of 
JbnaAc. iLshonUb* oliMrradt t^i the pcrKin who ttic^rd ihin 
M a w igiTit vaa fslMifcaa in npp^^n^ tli</aMfiBC and iii« Unuiiwe 
wcnci to be the wnt, tbc^^WoMr bm^ a 4iflcr«nt aaioialt lail a 
aatlM «4 fttftrii^caMV. I fiod Ibta, boirvrtr, apov one pljit« in 
Pc&naai'i " Synopua of Quadrapcili/' 
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Here l)i^ Journnl ^ ends alnujiUy. Whether he wrote 
Bsif more nflpr this timo. I know not ; Init proliablj 
not murii, «4 tie anivH in Knglnnd about (lie ISrli of 
Noveifilwr Tlu'T^r shnrt iiot*^* of liU Usiir, thmigh they 
may wem minute taken stn^^y, imike tni^thcr tt consi- 
derable mo^ of in format ir>ii, and exhibit such an ardour 
c( cin\ii\ry unci nciitenc*:* *if rxjinunation, as. I be- 
licTC, arc tbunil in but fcH' travcUers, cspcciflUy at an 
edvanccd n^. Tltev (roinjiktely rcTiitc tlie idle tiolion 
which ha.< li(*(*n pit>jingRErd, l/tfif fit could *mi set ; 
naci, if hL' bad taken the tiYiiihle to rc%'iMT nnd digest 
them, he iiodoubcedly could hare expanded them into 
a very cntei'iainm^ tiarmtivc. 

nixMt i in^'t him in London the fcUov^ing year, the 
account which he f^avc uie cpf lii^s French tonr, wa», 
** Sir, 1 hare »ei'n all tlw %i^biiitj« c»r Paris, and 
uroiind it : but to hare formed an aajuatntanec with 
4he peEijih^ theiv, wiiuld havr i-eijuire-il iniirt- liinf tlian I 
totih! *iay. I \\i\s jiiwt Wginning to crevp into iw% 
rim^mtancc by moans cf Colonel Orum^^uld, a vcrj" 
bi;;h man* Sir, head of l.^K^oU MiliUiirc^ a moit 
complete character, for he had first been a |>rofcsaor ot 
thctorjck. and then became a soldier. And, Sir, I was 
very kindly ti^atcd by the Kngliah Bencdktuie^. and 
haven cell njipn»|inalal t« nw in their convent-" 

He uliierved, ■* Thi? great in France live vi-ry mag- 
nifictntlyj hut the rest very nii?f£TaI))y. There k no 
Jiappy middle state as in England, The *bcps of Pari* 
ai^ mnm ; the moat in the markets is sncli as wouki be 
*enl to a fjoal in Knj^liiod ; anit t^Tr< lliiale justly o!>- 



I 



' litv ir^itliy -xnii ifL^cniotiii frUnA. Mr. Afidfvw LamS«dcn» ht hU 
firt^rnlc aCLiiLfcinlTuict will* rnin«, enabled alt to mtfce oul niAny 
pri>]i?r t^t^li^n whkti Ur. John«on hn:l tviiUcn indiftlifiCtty, mm! tofflC- 
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served, that the cookery of the Fro ndi was ti.-tced upon 
them hj ncocuity; for they could noi cat thcdr meal, 
uiilc>5 they added some ta^tc to it. Tiw French nir 
ail indelicate gieojilc ; they will spit upon any place- 
At MndtMiic 'a, a literary lady of rani;, the foot* 

niftn took the sugar in UU fw^r*, and ihrcvv it into 
my coflee. I was goinf^ to [nit it fi&idc: but licnnng it 
wai made on purpose for mo, I e'en tnjited Tom's fin- 
gvn. The HuiLc lody would iieitU in;tke tea ^} /*4»* 
ghisc^ The sjtout of the tea-pot did not pour freely ; 
she htfute tfie footman blow into iL France is wonc 
than Scotland in every tiung Init citmute. N^kUirc has 
done more for the Freiich ; htit they have done less for 
the«ii«e1veft than the Scoieh ha^i^ done-" * 

It lnp|if>ned thai Foott' was at ParJH at tlie same 
tlmt> with Dr. Joh»»OTi, atid hittdt^tcnption of in y fl-iend 
while there, wibt abundantly ludicroiL-e. Hr told dm?, 
that tho French werv c|uito uiitonished at his fipire Aiid 
manncrt and nX hi» dress, which he obntin^tely con- 
tinued cxactiy as in l.ondou;^'— his hrown clotfaeSr 




* [In a Lttur to s friend, iniil«o k ffw iJajr* ill^r faia Tftvjti from 
rnmcc, hL' va]r% "Tltrrfnich tisrc a Hrar urwid a fruilfal uhI; bat 
th«ir node of eommon i'tft u grouxtd >n<pcnwo>dioiW| ao4 dMgwt- 
In^. t ftin ocHBC IbOtfif! o^ntintcJ ttmt nu improi'rmral of gmrral 
«>c Lfl Ui be foand araoajc Ihcn." Malchc ] 

1 ^M r. Fivitc H^n» to luiccinAc//tf4n/afitilc imuymjt ^'■^1 Johe- 
«on <kbl noi nlici hU drcu at i'^uin ; a^ tn hi« Journtl i> a kMrmoAa- 
dcRittbu-jt while itvckiogm. wig, nnd Jini. In aanihrr |iJace wr ari* 
told ihAt " ilvhng hiA tr4VcT« ifi l-Vanco br nan ftim^hfd «ilh a 
FntLtlt'iithilc nig uf hoccfiurnf? rtTr»;n]aii>a-" Thnl Jnfwtrm w» 
poi iniiltpnEhfi io hii appearance ii e«f1»in, fr^m a cimunttaatfc re- 
Urcil b)r Nf V, Stertcni, and mt^ncd by Nfr UmwpD, i«i vol, iv. tws 
tivcca June J5and Juac'22, JTdK J. ULA«aw4T.] 

[Mr DhlMtny'4 obtenatlAn U fbnn^f t^hAt^avd bjf a notr In 
JohnMn'n diary (quoted by Str Jahn llnvlii^i, tJ/r *tf J^'ittvf**, 
p. 5)7.) by wiich it apfwan, that he Lmd cot tJurry p««niU U 
(loalb* for bis Kr«Kb jmrory. Mamiia.) 
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bUcL stockiiig^t <in^ ]>lain shirt. He raenttoncdt thai 
an Irish ^cntlcmfin said to Ji>hnMn, '= Sir, rou h^ve 
not «t:n the best Trench players.' J<mNSON. " Piayerjip 
Sir ! I took on Uicm »> no better Uiaa tTi3aturc> mtI 
upon tables aiul joim ^Ulol.s tr> nuikft Duv» mid produce 
Laughter, like dajkcin^ "^^^p" — " ^'- Sir, you will 
ftUow that Mjmc players Eire better than othert^?" 
JoHKSOX. ** Yes, Sir, ns somi^ dogt daiux better tliaa 
others/' 

WhiJe .Johniwn wns in France, he wm gecwrnUy tcry 
resolute in a^jcaking Laliii. It wo^ a maxiiD with him 
that a nun shtiuhl not h-t hhiiM-lf dowit by Hiieakiug n 
IttngiM^f whic:)j he "•.^irakx iin^irrlutlly. Indn-d, wc 
uniu hiuo of\cn observed how iafenoiir, h<»w mudi like 
1 child a man appears, who B|ieaks a brokeo tongue. 
Wlu*ri Sir Joshitu RcynoUb, at onu of the dinners d 
the Itoyal Academy, pi'escnted hint to a Frcnctunan ol' 
^vat distinction. h*t wouki nifi deign to »pc«k t'reiicb, 
but InlkL-d T/atin, thouf^h hts Exct^llcncy did not undrr- 
aland hy owing, |K.'r1iapii^ lo Johii^vr^ En^iitih pronuM* 
dAlioii : yt-t u|ir)ii finolher <K.-ca«iori he; Ma« oWrved to 
speak French to a Fi^iichinan of hi^b rank, w])o spvke 
Enj^ish; and Iwin^ uitked the reason, with »onic ex* 
|>res^iciri nf surprise, — be tiQSWcn-d, " bucau^ic I tUiuk 
my French is as g^d as Ids Hng^b/' Though Johnson 
underttood French pertecUy, ht> oouUl not Hpcak it rca* 
dily, ns T have dj^erved at hts tint iDtervicfr vrith C^ 
aeraJ Paoli, in 1760 ; yei he wrote it, I imagine, pretty 
w«n, as appears iVorn some of hh letlew in >Iih- Piosfzi*! 
coUection, of which 1 shall transcribe one : 



A Madame La Comtessc lie* 



" Mf IS, ITT5. 

MaJmnc, ic momftd exi arritjit tt ii/aui 

Mais poiir^uoi fant dpnrtirf Est Ct 

que Je fnennuyt f Jt m'cnnuyerai ailtoirs. Est ec 



" On, 
fWjV parte. 
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metU ? Jc nc chcrxhc rien^ je n'esficre rien, Aikr 
voir ct ifutjai vu, etre tin fteu rejottf, uji pru deg^at^^ 
me retonvenir jue la vie st pasir, et ^u'cHe se pout en 
vain, me piaindn tU mot* m'tndurcir out dehors ; 
mci ie i^ut de ct y»W e^tttpte pour iej device* 4^ /V^ 
nAr, Que Dieu vota donne. Madame, lous Its agri^ 
mens dc la vit^ tn^c un ttprU qui pcui at jouir sane 
Jty iivrtr (rop" 

Here let niv tu4 fiir^ a curious flimxtoLc, a« related 
to tne lijr Mr. Bt^uderk, wEiich I shall endeavour to 
cxhiliit B£ well as I can In that gentleman » Hrdy man- 
ner ; arti in jusiicf to liim it i% |irr>|>cr Ut add, that Dr. 
Johniion told me 1 m);:^ht riOy both on thi: correctness of 
his tucinory, and the tidcLtjr ot bis narrative* "* When 
Mfidaoic dc liouttlcrs wa^ tin>t in Kngland, tsaid Hcau- 
derlcj »lie wa^ deairous to »ec Johnson. I acconlin^/ 
went with her to hU charuhers in the TenipLep where 
she was entertained witli hiv ciinversatton for some 
tidw. Whrn our tibit was over, she and I Ivfi him, 
and wvregot into Inner Teinple-lanc. when all at oDce 
I heerd a noi^* Like thunder. ThU vva^ oecadooed b/ 
Johmon» whO| U flcetns. u|ion a little recnllcclioDf had 
taken it into Ids licad that he ou^^ht to have done Ums 
honours of hislit^^rujr roidfnof tu n foreif^D ladjrcfqu^ 
Utj, ai>d. eager to sliuw tuiiuoelf a man of galiantry. was 
hurryii^ down tin* Ktatr-rav? in viuleDt agitation. Ilts 
overloitk ii* lirfort* we reached the 'J*cinph'-pile, acwj, 
brusJiin^ in between me and Madame de BouflQers, 
wir^ her liaD<l,afKl conductird her to her coaeh. I-Us 
WIS a nisty brown momiBf auit, a pair of eld 
■boea bjr waj of slippers, a Bt4fe shrivelled wi^ sticking 
on the top of Ids bead, and the sleeves of liis shirt and 
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Um7 kncc^ of liis breeches b&npng looAe. A considerable 
crr»w(l of people gathered round, and were not a little 
stnick by lliis sin^ubir uppeiiraiia;." 

lie *|)(iJiu l.itlin with wonderfid fluency and elegimce* 
AVheD Pcrc Boscovich wtu in Kngland, Johnson dined 
in company with him at Sir Jovhuti ReyiwUUVj and nt 
Dr. Uougliw'p* ii'^^v Bkliop of Salisbuiy. L'pon both 
occaaiooA tbnt celcbrutid £~orci;;ncr expressed hts &sto- 
nuihment at Johnson's Lutin convti\*ation. Wlien ot 
Paris, J4)bn3on thus chnrflctcriscd Voltaire to Ta-iwi 
thi- Joiimubxt : " yir cs£ itccrrimi htgcmi ci pauatrum 
JiUrtsrum" 

*' TO DIU SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

^>*" MY UEAI! SIR, Kdinhwgh, Dfc 5;1TT5. 

" Mr. Ai.p.XAXnRn MAcrEAN, the jo*ing T^ini 
of C^l, hein|r to set out to-morrow for l^ondoiip I giw 
him tlib lettt^r to iiitro{luL<c liiin to your acquaintaiioe. 
The kindness which you and I ex|>cneiKcd from h« 
brother, whose unfortiiuatc death we sincerrly lament, 
will tnzU<e iin nh^'ay^ desirous to »hon' attention to any 
hrandi of th(? familv- IndftHl, you Uuvir so nuich -fif 
the tjaie Hi^^ldund rvmlinlity, that I nm sun* yoai wciuld 
have tUoiij^lii me to blame if I had mi^U'iird lo re* 
eoiniiieml (o you this Hebndean princiv in who«e 
island we were ho^piinhly onteruiined- I ever am 
with re*|»cctful iittachmcnt, my dear Sir, 
** I'oor moflt oNi^^l 

" And most bumble servant, 

" Ja»f.-« Boswell,'* 



Mr. Afaclean returned nitli the most agreeable ac- 
counts of the polile Htlcntlon with whirl] he was re- 
ceived by Dr. Johuson. 
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In the course ot' the year l>r. BunK^y inform? roe 
Ihjit, " he TC17 fretjuently met l>r. Johnsoii at Mr, 
Thrtle's at Strcath^un, whvrt- ihvy Imd many lon^ co«- 
veraadnni, oAen siltinj^ up m long «s thi; fire and cao- 
dJes Insftcd, ontl much longer thtii the pnticnn- of the 
#ervantj« subsisted." 

A few of Johmon'a Rnyin^, whkh that geDtlemaii 
recollects »hnll here lie inserted. 

^ 1 never take a us\> after dinner but when 1 have 
had a had niR:ht, ami thrti tlie nap takes mc," 

" 'Dn' wnlt*r nf an epitaph jhmihl n:A Ih- eonddcred 
ii« viying nothing Ihii what is strictly tnie. Allowaitce 
mu*1 be made for some d^jFee of exajnsenilc<I i>rai*e. 
In InpitUry in^riptioDit u man i* not ujion oath/' 

" There is now lc<5 Ho^in^ in our gixMit echoDl« than 
fsrmerly. hut then less is Iconied there ; s<» that what 
the boys pel at one end tl»cy lose at the other" 

*' More is learned in |)tiblick than in |uivate scbooU, 
Trani emulation ; there is the collision of mind ivilh 
mlnilj or the radiation of many minds ]Hi]ntii]g to 
one ecntro. Though few boys make tlieirfwn e^er- 
cises. yet if a good exeret«e ii givett up, out of a great 
number of boys, it is mode by votnebody/' 

" I hate by-roads in eduentJon. Education is as 
well known, otid baa long been na well known, fi# ever 
it can he. KrKtcavouritig to make children prt-mnturcly 
wUe )H u»eleM lal>our. Suj»|>ose they hai.'e more know* 
ledge at five or »ix yenm uhl thnn nlher ehtldtrn, what 
u«4- can he made of it '* It will be lost hrlott* it ii 
wanted, and the waste of so mtieli time nnd labouL* of 
the teacher can never be rqviid. Too mucli is expected 

from precr>nty, and too little pirf^tnued- ^lis* 

woa an injttanco of early cultivation, but in what did Jt 
terminate? In marrying a little Presbyterian |jarson. 
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vho keeps «n infont boarding-shool, so tb&t ail her em- 
ploYmcnt now js, 

* To lacklc fbobr* ond ^hronicFo Hin&ll'bttr/ 

f$bc teSft ttie diildren, ' This ii> a C8t» atid that is a dog, 
with four k'^ft, nml a tail; see there! jrou are much 
better than a cat w dog, fon- you c-ao speak.* If I had 
bestowed »uch aRcducatioti on a daughter, and had dis- 
covered tbttt vh<i thought of marrying 9uch a lellow, 1 
would have sent her to the Congress'' 

" Aftc^ liiiTJiig Ijtlked iJiglitiagly of muMck. he was 
dJfierved to Listcii very uttt'iiliv^fly wlijli: 3Iias Thrale 
l^ayed on the Imrpuchord, and with eagernosi hr i-nllrd 
to her, ' Why don't you da^h nway like Bumey ? ' L)r. 
Bumey upon thiis said to him, ' I betic^-e, Sin we diall 
make a muaidaii of you at Ia»u' Johnson with candid 
cotnptacency rc|))jed, ' Sir, L shall be glad to hare a dcv 
aaise given tn D>e/ '' 

Wt; WaA cunte down un« m^iriung ti> the lireakia^U 

ID, and been a considerable time by hjm«4f beri>re 
'any body appeared. When on a eub«cqi»cut day lie 
was tuilti'd by Mrs. Thralc for bclc^ very late^ which 
lie generally wofi he defended hitnAcIf by alluding to 
the cxtmordinary moroiij^, irt hen hL* h&d bivn toiJ early, 
* Madaai, i do n<it likt- tu tumc down to vacuity*'" 

Dr. Bumey having reniaiked that iii, Garrkk was 
beginning to look oUl, he %^\d, " Why, Sir, you are not 
to wonder at that ; no ma»'« faou has had more wevr 
■tld tearr 

Not having heard from him for a lon^^r tiiue than I 
supposed he would he sUentt 1 wrote to him L>eoenb€r 
18. iK>t in g<M)d 5{>iriu. " Sofnctinies I have bcca 
aJhiid thai Lheculd which ha* gunc o%rr Kurope llu* 
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yeitr lik<< a Aort of jvrsUlenrr lun isL-issi-d you leverely : 
«oi»ctim« my ima^nstion, wbich ir* upon occitiums 
protifick of evil, hath fif[ured thmt you in:iy bare Bome- 
ho«' Uikcu offence ol seme port of my conduct." 

« TO JAVCS HOiWfiLL, ESCL 

" Nf.vkr drram ofafiy oflfrucc, Ilow^ouldyoii 
orttTid me ? I consider your friendship a* a |iOM«iAioiiy 
which [ intend 10 Tiold till you take it from me, and to 
Umcnt if c^ver by my faidt I should lof4' it. However, 
when such »ir5]>ictons find their w«y into your mind, 
alwny^ givt: them reitt ; V shall make lui^lc to disperse 
them ; but liimlcr their firtt ingress if you can. Con* 
aider such thoughts os morbid. 

** Sueii iilneu as may excuse my omiukm Ui I-ord 
Haik'S I <'iu]iiot biiiievtiy plejuL I have been hinrlcn'tl, 
1 know not how, by a kihtcwmciii of |>etiy obstructions. 
I hope to mend immediately, and to send next post to 
hi« Lordship. Mr. Thrale vrould luive writu-n to you 
if'l had oiiutted; he sends his compliments and vmJicv 
toaeeyoti. 

'** You aitd your lady will now have no more wring- 
ling atmut fetidal inheritance. Tlow does the youil^ 
Ijtird of Aui^hinb.i.k? I suppoHc Misa Veronica ia 
grtnrt) a reader and diiietiiirwr. 

" I have just now ^oi a cot))^, but it hat never y«t 
hindered me fVom deef^n^; I hare had quieter nights 
than nrc common with me. 

" I cannot b«t rejoice (hat Joflcpb" has h4i<l the wit 

* Jf^rph Rittrr, a HohwiJaa. vho «m m my 9twnet suny jrcan* 
MilallrndMl Dr. JDbiu>9ii An4 ne i«k owrTuv loikc llebndo^ Af* 
ttr haviaf kline for lonitf Umr« be lui nvw rciwncd Ui me. 
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to find tlio -wity bode. He i< a line Tellov, nod one of 
llio licet trnvelliTB \n the world, 

•* Young: *^ol brouj;ht um? your letter- lie is- a 
very pleading V out h, I took hiin two dnys ago 10 the 
Mititf, aud Kc dined together. 1 %'Bs bs civil n% I bsiil 
tJiv intiiuH urhi-iiijr. 

« I have had a leller ftom Rasav, ackiioivtedgir^, 
with great i[>])em-anc4^ of ^»tb^^actlQ», the iii«crtioD in 
the E<tinhiir^h pjpcr, 1 nm very ^lud that it Vfas done. 

" i\Iy coDiplimcnCs to Mi^. Boin'ell wlio doc? not 
love me; and ut'iiH the rc^t, 1 need onlj scad them to 
those that do: and I nm afidid it will ^ivc yon very 
Ittlh- Liuuhle lo di^trihntc them. I am, iiiv dt:iir, di-ar 
Sir, 

" Your ufiTectionate humhk servant, 
" December -J3, I7T5. " SaW. JoUNtON/' 

In J776p Johnson nrote, so far as I can disCT^ver, 
nothing for tlic pul^ek : but that hi-s mind wns still 
ai-dcDt, and tVnught with ^ncroud widhes to attain to 
still higlier de;^rced of literary exeellenue. \s pnaved by 
}m jnivAte noU-v of tbU yeai', which I »}udi insert in 
thdr proper plaee. 
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TO JAMES n<UIVBl.L, ESQ. 



*• UKAK SIR, 

" ] UAvc at last i^ent you aW Lord HailiVii pa- 
pers- WliiJc ! WHS in Frnnec, I looked very often into 
ilcnaiilt; but Lonl HoiIc5. in n»y opinion, kovcf liin> 
tar and lar behind. Why 1 did not disfialch so-sliofi a 
perusal sooner, ulicn 1 look back, I mn utterly unable 
to discnvrr : but hnmaii ntonkonts an* stfilcn awAv by a 
ih:iuhjinil jitftty impediment* whieh le^ive tH> trace 
behind tiiein. I have been uHlicteil, ihroii^i the whoL* 
Chrictmas, with the general disorder, of which the 
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worst cfiect waa a cough, whicli w noir mucli miti* 
galeil, though t\w country, oa which I Io<A from n 
tt-imlow »t Strt'»thnin» is now covei^ecl uith a itcvp 
snow. Mn. Williams is very ill : uv^ry body ct5V is 05 
usual, 

" Amon^ the papers, 1 found n kttcr to you whidi 
I think yon had not ojicrcd; and a paper for ' The 
Clii'oiucle/ wlilth I suppose it not nccrHsary now to iu" 
aeft. I rrtorn tlinn lioth. 

■* I hnvo within ihc^c frw ilayn, hacl the honour of 
receiving Lord 1 lailes's first volume, for which I return 
my nioftt re»|iectAil thanks. 

" [ wish you, toy dcarrst friend. ancE your haughty 
lady, (for 1 know she doc^ not love me,l and the young 
ladii-^i and the youn^ l^iixJ. oil happanc^a^. Tcadi the 
young gcntlcmmi, in 5|ntc of his mamma, to think and 
5j>cak w«:ll of. Sir. 

" Youraifrctionate liutnMt* «e>mnt^ 
■• iaa, 10, 1776, " Sam. Johnson." 



At thi« time vrtis in agitation o matter of ;^reat co<i- 
scqucncc to mc and my family^ which I shouU not 
ol>4rti4le upon the work), ir<.Te it not t)uit the |kart w}iich 
Dr. Jolinson's friendship for tncr mad*.- him take in it, 
wa.s Ihe OLViidon of an exertion of his ahilitit-«, which 
It would IkL' injustice to eoiK-onl. That what ttc wrote 
upon the Mihjeec may tie niidei^tooil. it la nece«»iry to 
give a ftutt^ of the qupftion, which 1 ^hall do as briefly 
as I can. 

In the year 1504. tJic barony or nianour of Auchin- 
Icck tfRDnounccd Affiixk^) in Ayrshire, which belonged 
to a family of the »aim- name with the lan<K having 
fallcti to t!>e Crown by forfciturr, Jamc« the Fourth, 
King of Scotland, j;Tiinte<1 it to Thumas Boswell, a 
brotich of on oncient family in thu county of FiA, Btiling 
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in the cbuter, ** Mcct^ /amiiiari no^nt ; " and 
BMi^irig » tlic cause of tbr grant, " fro h^no €i fidetl 
servith nt}bis pr^jrtifo, Thomas Boswd) was Hiain rn 
Ixittlt^ fi^htini; ulonjr with liui Sovereign, at ihu &uil 
ficJrl nr Flodilon, in 1513. 

l-ntm thif very honourable founder or our family, 

c^t&tc wji« trmiHmittcd, iu a dtntrt scries oT bein 

to I>Avid Bosm*ll, my fatJ>cT's great gnnd unde. 

who had tii# Aon% but four daughters, who were aU ir- 

.«|ia:tablr msninl. the Mvtii to ].onl rathrsirt. 

I>uvi{l B4WW1-11, brin^ r(molulp in the military fciitla] 
]irinH|>le of contlnuiug the mate ^ucceiyion, pancd by 
jsifi tlnut,'lucri', atifl M^ctlerl the cstnlc on hi^ rw^bcw by 
lis next linrttRT, wito approved of the deed, and re- 
nounced any prctcDsions whidi he might po«ubl> have, 
rin |irefcrciice to his »on. But the estate havitt^ been 
buithencd uilli Idf^c portions lo tl>e daiiglilers. and 
othrr drbtAt it was necmary fnr tht^ ncplH-w to vU a 
^confideralile purt of El» aixl what rvmained was atJU 
much cncoitilxTT'tJ, 

The frupality of the nephev preserved, and, m wjme 
fdq^^c, ivltcvrd the estate. His son, my j^randfatlHT, 
m\ eminent lan-ycr, not only re-purchased a grreal port 
vf what hud boiii Hold, but aoc|Uired otJH*r iaach ; aod 
iiy faTlHT. ntxi wa« one of the Jttdgcfl of ScoUand^ and 
lad added ctmsklerahly to the eatatVf vmr ttgniGrd his 
JtH4tnatiot] to takr tlie privilege aUo«~«! Iij oirr law,' to 
eeun' ii to hi» family (n perpciuttybjan entail, which, 
on ikccounl uf his itiarrjn^ articles^ couid uol be done 
witliout my con*enL 

In the plan of entnihn^ cht estate. I heirt^y oon- 

irrdi! with him, though i « an tlie 6r«t to be rcatrmned 

it ; bat H V UDha|i|aly daffirrcd a» to tlar icriea of bein 
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wbicb should be csUUuhni, or, m the lau^^uage of cur 
Uw, called to tlic succession. My father had dt^clarcd 
a |>rt<dilectiun fur )iein& g«jieial, ibat K maki^ aim! le- 
OMIcs imlificrjiniDaU'ly. He waswilLiug, hourevcr, that 
all niaJc-A descending from his f^raDdfathcr, sliould be 
prck-rrc*! lo fcmBk-s; but would not extend thnt privi- 
lci^ to EuaWs deriving their dcsocut from a higher 
Aource- I, oa Lite oUier haud. had a icaloufi |uirttalit)- 
for lieuY mnlcr liowc'ver reuiotc. which I JiiaintQinni 
hv ir^nit-nt*! which a[)|Kared to me to have conaw 
titrable weigiit.' And in the jiarticular ea»e oC o**r 

* A^ Artt, ik« opinion of Mcnf c|i>iiingubhtd natunlbtu, that oar 
spcdc«uinMB)iicdtln9u^ vftlw duI)-. the fcnfll* bcio^ft^l Alonf 
wf VHtrt thao m khW. or nvnt, w Motncr Kt/lh it to planu of rir^ry 
vort I itttich figtion iic«niit 19 bv coaGrmcJ by thnt Ictt et tcnpturr, 
"H» vma y*t m lAt Imh* *tf AU pathih wh*n MekhnwIM: mtt 
blm i * <IJcb, TU. 10) uid coMc^ontJr, thai • nuii*» gmndiUD by 
a dwi^tilcr, in* Icftd of brin^ bit tvnti <t»ci?ndant, a« ii vnlgnfly 
»id, hoA. in rcnlily. no coniic^n ntiatcicr milh hh bloo4.-^And, 
ivcnndly. indrpMxieRt of thi« t^aof;. («hich, if tme, bbodd com^ 
plctely cwlude tidn ^nfrvl.) tkai if (hr pwft r r n og . oT a mnle u> > 
femftlv, vTtkoDi regard lo prinM^wlui^, («» • Min, thov^k much 
joan^^rr, tmy rtrn a gtaoditon by a kid, to a daugbicr) be untr ad< 
milled, ta It acuvcmally h^ i( au»l be c qiw l ty rtato«tblc and proper 
>n ihr mwc rrmotir dr^iirrr of <Ip«^ni fmin nn nriginal proprtcMr of 
aa ^tatr. as ia (be acarcM; bccaii*c, hertpcrer dM|*at frw tkc 
rf!prT««n<atJTp ai thr ciBCi^boi rrnKKc hrir ninir, upon t^v failtfre 
alUM*e ncaiTCtolbv ot^ma/ ^urofrid^r tban be ii, bcccxno jnf^t 
Iba aiiiw i l laale W kirn, and h, tkrrHurr. pT*frf«blr u An rrpro«en- 
tatriVt to a female JcaccndaaC — A Uttk fiDtrni^ion of wind wi1( 
«aable «i Mtily ta pvfv«b*- thai mtoit'%»am,ktrDmitaimiu!m ui whMi- 
CT.-r Ics^b of Utn<, i* prcfmUc to a aon'a (kaK^ kr, io ibc succo- 
aioa taan Hrto«»l lobpriune^: hnwbkti rtgMr^ should be bad to ibc 
fCfntaenUiMNi «f the onKioal ptofirictor, «i*d not to ibai of ooc cf 
]ilB dcsMadaati. 

J am aiMreofEUackatODc'i«dniJnl1cdeB)o«MraUanaf ibc itmam- 
■bliwo of tb« tefil ■ uccwi iOB, upon tb« firiocipta «f Ibew bc^ag 
llw gvaaim ppoWaiity that tbc »r»nal bfirof the pmoD who !■< 
dka iwophctor «/ ao nlMc, ii of ibe Uood ol th« fint p«rchaMr. 
J)le iBppoiiflg a jiedignt to be caRfnUy autbfslicatcd tb^o^^ all 
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fomiJy, 1 npprdiiM>ded tliat we were under an iruplied 
obli^tior, ii) lionoiir «nd good Imtli, to traitsmit tlie 
<?Htntc Sy the same taiip^ which ho lidd it, whkih was 
ns heirs male, excluding ncorcrr females. T thrnrfore, 
a^ I thought cfi!l-scientiotl^ly, olyertpti in my father's 
M.'heiiit'. 

My op[Kisitinri irnt very tti^iitca^ng to my fnthcr* 
who was entitled to p;reat r^pect oiid dcfercnix ; and I 
liml nnjion to appi'ehend diEtaj^enblc consci^ticDocs 
from my non-compliance wiUi his wislies. After much 
pCTjilexity and uneaAinos. I vrotc to Dr Johnion^ 
stnting the cjisc, with aJl its diffimltioit at fuU length, 
aiid eorn^Titly iYi{ursting that hr would cofiaider it nt 
leiiiure, and favour me with his friendly opinion and 
sdviec. 

" TO JAME8 BOSlTELLj ESQ. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I WAS much tmpr^iised by your letter, and if I 
CJn fifrm upon your case any ri>S]>ltition satiHfartnry Co 
myself, will very ghully imjinrt it : but whether I am 
fll to ktt I do not know. It is a coae compounded of 
and juHice^ and re<]uireft a mind versed in juridicol 
disquisitions. Could not you U-ll your whole niin<l to 
XiOrd liailcs ? 1 Ic i5> you kuovr, both a Christian nnd a 
Lawyer, I suppose he U alkove partiaJity. and above 
lu4|uucity : nnd, I lielirvr, W^ will itot think thi: time 
]o«t in which he may fjiiit't a disturbed, or suttlc a wa* 
rerinfj mind. Write to me n» any thing occura to yo« ; 
*nd if I find myjjulf rctoppcd by waul of fact* nccewory 
to be known, 1 ^iU make cncjuiriea of you as my doubts 
arise* 
lu branciirt^ rnnrcftd of mere prcth^iUiy th»rewdl he^rfrt^hijf 

Irai Mr atiitrit hfii rttalc, al iekfti<x<r ptwhd, hu the MUic right 

Of blood uitli the flnt hci« msile, namely, iht m^Mit puttfuuvr't 



Wirff 



'««, 



^^t, G7.J Dn- JOHNSON. 401 

" If yoitf tanner re)«>lutii>f>* slimiltl Ix' found only 
fimciful, you decide rlj^htly in jud^n^ that your fathci^f 
fancies mny clum ihc preference; hut whether tlicy 
ure ['andful or rational, b the cjuc&tion. i rvoUy think 
l^rci IlaiJes could liclp ti3. 

" Mukc my oonn|)liiiKQU to dear Mr*. Bosurll ; and 
tdl her. th:it 1 hope to be ivantioj^ in nothing tluit J can 
coutribiite to hring you all out uryour trouble«i I am, 
dear Sir, moil n(fvciiontiUAy, 

" Vour humble sert'imt, 
'^ London, Jfto. lA ITTfi. " SaM- JOHNSON.'* 

TO TRC SAME. 

** I AM ffoinf; to nrile upon a question which ft- 
quires nioro knowledf^ of local ]nw, and mr>re nci|uaint^ 
ance with the general rules of inheritance, than I can 
cbim ; tmt I write, because you request it, 

*■ Lend is» likcnny other pos<csMon, hy natural rigttt 
wholly ia the power of itii present owner i and may be 
wldt ipvcn, or bnjurathcd, nbsoltttuly or roixlUiotmlly, 
aajudi^t'nient sltall din^ct, or pa9>ion incite. 

" But natural nght would avail little without the 
protection oflaw; and the (primary notioii of law {» re- 
straint in tho exercise of natural ri£*hl. A man is (her^ 
fore in society, tiot i'uUy master of wliat he calU his 
own, but he stdl n^tain^ oU the power which Uw does 
not take Ironi him. 

" In the cxcrcifiC ofthc right wluch liiw cither learea 
<3T given, Tv^rd U to U^ jmid to moral ohli^tiiin-<, 

"Of the estate whiL'h we an* tww roiMifleritiff, tour 
Iftther «till retains nuch ponesion, with such power over 
It, that he can scU it, and do witli the niorwfy what he 
will, without any legal impcdtmcnt. But when he ex- 
tends hia iM>wer heyom) bid own Ule, by ftettUnj^the or- 
der oTajcceK^ioii, tlM- law makes your consent neeeaiary. 

VOL. U. 3 l» 
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" Let us HifpiioK' tliat lie »ft)h the Iftitd to ri«k the 
moD^f in some i^pedoufi at!v-ontur*% and in Uial adven- 
ture loses the ^*Mc; hi* |»o5terity vrould be di:<«p- 
poiiiU;d; but thercoidd not think thcnieclvcs injured or 
robbed. If he spent it upon vice or pleunre. hi> mc- 
ceASors rouM only call him vicious and voluptuous ; 
tkwy mntld iiiit su\ tltat he nas injurioa'tof uDJiUil. 

*' Ife tliat mny do more may do lets. Ht* t^mt by 
selling, or squandering, may dHlnherit a vrhole family, 
may ceitainly dbinherk ^Ti, by a |iartial ^ttlement, 

'* Laws are Ibrmod by th^? Enanncrs and exi^cDci€9of 
particular tiit^ea^ and it ia but actulcntd tlint tlicy U»t ' 
lot^grr than tbnr catises : the limit^ition of foid^J »uc-- 
oc!<9ir?ii to tin* male antsc from the oUigaLion of thc^ 
tenant to altcnd hi^ chief in wnr. 

" Aft times and o;itfuon)& unc always changinf^, I know 
cot whether it bu not usurpation to prescribe rules to 
poffterity, by presumiag to judge of what wc cannot 
know ; and I knou^ not whether 1 fuUy approve cither 
your dcsj^D or your fatJ>er*^ to limit that suocenioQ 
vrhich dfwvmW (« you unlimited. If we arc to leiivo 
9arium tccium to posterity, v^liat we have without any 
jnerit of our own received from otir ancefiton^ should 
not cbo&ce find frei>wiU b« kept uQviotated?'-N Jsnd 
to be treated with more pcyercncc than liberty? — If 
tiu3 couaideratioa should restrain your father trom dis- 
inbcrititi^ some of the maJrA, doesi it kavc yoa the 
jtOwer of dis^inlu'nLin^ till tbt? femnk-i ? 

" Can the possc^snr of a feudal estate make any 
vJU ? Can he ap|koint, out of tbc inbcrituicc, any 
purtion to his dauj^hten? There seetna to be a very 
jihjulowy diflereiKC between the poxirer of Ica^'tnii^ laud, 
aixl of leavlnif money to be raised from land; bf^tween 
leaving on estate to fcmaJcs, and karing the male hciTj 
in cflccl, ouly their atewardi 
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" SiipfKiw at i>ti€ timer n bw that flllau-rd only fnitles 
Co iDherit^ and during the contiDuance of this Jaw tnanjr 
cstaU^ to hATc descended, pu«ii^ by the fvinatc«, to 
remoter heirs. Sii|)p03Q tftcrwanb the lav repealed In 
correvpondcnce with a change of manners, aad women 
made capable of inhcritmicc; would not then the teoiirc 
of estates he ciiaiigf^d? Could the women have no bene- 
fit IVom a hiw inade in their favour? Mu«t tliey lie pa»ed 
by upnn moral principtoM for ever, tin:ai]>cthc>'wercoflKe 
axchjded by a l^al prohibition? Or may that tvhieh 
passed onJy to maki by one law, pais likein imt to (e* 
niale» by another? 

" Vou meotioD your irsolutios to muntain the rig:ht 
of your hrotlient:'^ I do not jure how uny of Uwir 
rightKuiv iiivadnJ. 

" Aa your wIkiIc? difBiriiUy jiriM^ fnnn tlur act of 
yMr nncn-slor, whfi diTrrlrd the noccflsion from the 
IWpaleij you etHjuire, very ptoperlyr «*at uere his 
afltllV^ nnd what was his intention: for you certainly 
are not bound by hid act more than he intended tc bind 
ytnit DOT lioLd your land on harder or stricter terms 
than those on which it was granted. 

** Intentions munt he jB:athcred from acta. When be 
lefl the extJite to his m'|il»rw. by exduding Im d^inglu 
ters, was it, or was it not, m his power to luive perpe- 
tuated the fiucccssion to the main? Jf he could hnvt* 

le it, be sernu to have diewn by omitting it, tJwt 
did not deeire H to be done, and, upon yo^ir own 
principlest you will not cosily |>rove your right to de- 
ihat capacity of sacceaioD which your ancestors 
left. 

•' If your ancestor h.id not the power of making a 
peqietual aettkimmt ; and if, thercforp, we cannot 
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jaclgtf ilistinGlly of faU intentions yet hid act can onljr 
be considered ah hu exampLe : h makn not fin oLU^^^ 
tion. And, ssrou observe, he vetno exainpK' of rigo- 
rous ndliercace to the Ime of aucceisiOD. He that 
overlooked il brothcrt woiUd not wotidcr that UtUc regard 
13 ^cwn to remote relations. 

" As the rules ol' ancccaBion toe, in a great pevt, 
purely legal, no man c!an be su|>poscd to Iwqueatli anjr 
thing, but iijion legal term«; he ean grant tM> |K»vrer 
which tlw law denk'>i; imd ifhe makeii no Hpeeinl and 
definite limitation, he confers all tlie power H'hidi the 
law fijtow^ 

" Vour ancestor, for some reaaon, disinherited hia 
daughters; luit it no more tbllowA tliat be intended ihis 
act as A rtde foe jio^terit^, than the diainbj-'nting of bi» 
brother, 

" If therefonp, yon ask by whai right yoiir Tiilher 
ndniEu (hiiighters to inheritance, a«k yourwlf, fmt, by 
^'hat rij^t you require them to be excluded? 

" It appears, upoiLTdlectioD, that your father ex- 
cludes nobody; tie only adniittt nearer rctnalc* to intkcrit 
before nialen more remote; and the gxcIuaiod is jmrelj 
contH*c|i]eittiaK 

■* Thpw.', dear Sir, nre my tlioiighLs immi thralu-nl 
and detibenitive ; but, periiaps, you may tod in them 
some glimmering of evidence. 

" I cannot, however^ but again recommend to you 
n conference witli Lord liailea* whom you know to be 
I.Kifh II l^in yer and a Chritit^an. 

*- >Iake in) complitnenls to Mrn, BcbweU^ though 
she does not love me< 

** lam, ^. 

*^ Your aJfcctionate fcenant, 
" »tb. 3. 1773, *' Sam, Jo|(NSOK< 
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1 had foUoncxl his recommcndntion uid owsutud 
Xjord HAtleN, who upon tliu suhject had a firm o|ki»io]i 
contrary to mino. Ills LorJ»hi|i ohUgingh- tuok the 
trouble to uTite me a letter, io which he diurussed with 
\t^\ and hhtoncaJ Icfirniiig, the points in ^hich I saw 
much difficulty, n^aintaining that *^ the sucocsuon of 
hdr* g^irral wn» the »uc( L-^ion, by the Jaw of Scot* 
land^ from the throite to the cvtln^, as far as ive can 
leam it by record;'* obAervin^ that the estatv of out 
family had not been liinSled to Iwirs male : and that 
though nn heir male had in one Instance been cbofien 
ilk preference to nearer females, that had been an arbU 
trary act, which had seemed to l)e best in the cmbar< 
rtt;s9cd state of atfain at that tiuK : and the fad was, 
that upon a fair computation of the value of laud and 
money at the time, applied tu the eilate and the bur- 
thens u|M:rti it, there was Tlothin^ pvm tlte hrirs mak 
bill tlie xkelHon of an estate. '* The plea of con> 
science (said hta Lordship,) which you put, U a mott 
ret4|>ecta1>le one, especially when CflffJC«/fCeand j(//~arc 
on difrcix*Dt 4idc4, But I think that conscience ts not 
wcU intbnned. and that jc^and she ought on this oc- 
cm*m to bo of a aide/' 

Thin letter, which had conwdenihU' inlluetice upon 
my ini»d> I ^^.^nt to Dr. John^n. bei^fpng to hear from 
hifO agtint upwi tlii« hitcrcstin|; <|uestio«. 
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TO JAAII^ SOSWICLL, ESQ. 
« HEAtt SIB, 

'* IIavini; not any acquaint jtocc with the laws or 
custoim of Sctjthmd^ I endeavoured to consklcr your 
question upon general principles, and found nothing oi 
much validity that I ooiihl '>f>pofc to ihis potttion : ' He 
who inliehti a ti«f unhtniled hy his ancestors, inh^rita 
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the power oflimilmi; U «ccordinetohU own judgement or 
oj^niun.* If lh]« be tra«, you may join wUli yotir T-itFipr, 

" FuhliercrniHideratioii produces atiotberctnicluijoa: 
• He who receiver » ftcf un1iniU<Hl by bb incMors^ 
^ves his heirs some n?fl«on to comjdflin if he does DOt 
transmit it unlimited to {MStertly. For why should he 
moke Ihe *ttnte of others worse than his owd» without ft 
reason?' Jf this be true, though ncilberyott iior your 
fhtlier are nbout to do what is quite right, but ms your 
fothrr viiiljittT^ (V think) thr legsl succmroti lejult tie 
Beetns to be neai«r the right than yourself. 

*■ It cannot hul ocair that ' Women have nalund 
•ml equ£tjd>te cbdms as well lu men, and the» cliunu 
«re not to 1^ cnpnciouitly or lightly suiierseded or 
iiirrin^'tL' When brfa implied military serricci it is 
easily dbceroed why femalea could »ot inherit them; 
Jyiit lh«t refiwni is wiw At an vnd. As niiinnOT make 
hws, manners likewise ref^eal them. 

** The«e nrc the i^enerol condtMlocis which I haw at- 
tftined. None of them are very ftrourable to your 
^«cbcfne of entail, nor perhaps to any Bcheinc. My 
observation, that only be who aixpiir^s an estate ramy 
lKNjue;Ub it tajjrieiouNly/ if Jt t^ntUuiut airy rfjiivictioil, 
fedude^ ihiH ptHititm likewbrr that only he who ac- 
ijulres an estate may entail it eapneiously. Rut 1 think 
H may be safely presumed, that ' lie who inherits an 
estate, inherits all the |K>wcr legally coneomitant:* and 
that ' He who gires or leaves unlimited an estate 
Irt^ally limitahlc, mii^t he presumed to give that power 
:Of limitation hhieh he omitted to take away, and to 
lit futui? eontiiij^ncies to future prtidrncc.' In 
lose l%o positions 1 believe Lord Hailes wiH advh*' yoa 
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to r«et; crcrj- ollticr notion of poftsmsioQ ecem« to me 
full oi' difficulties, and cmbarraMcJ with Kruplcs. 

*' If Ihc^ a\ion)» be nlioiAcd, you tiavc arrived noT 
at full liberty without the hi.'l|i uf pjuLiculai' drcum* 
Ht^noew, nliirli, hovnrwr, ha\T in jraur ciwi" gr««t 
wnght. YcHi vtiy rightly observe, tbat he who pas^ 
log by hia brother gave tlie inheritance to hb nephew; 
could limit do more Ihan he gmx ; ami by LionJ HaiWs 
€6tiaiQlG of fourti^Q ycar&' |>urcha.HCi wtiat he gave wu 
no more tlxuu you moy easily eiitiiil nax^rding to yout 
own opinioD, if that opinion should tin^Uy prevail. 

" Lord llaUes'a »a4|iiLJoi] that eutaib arc encroach* 
toenCs on the dominion of PrxK^idcnce, muy be vxieudeA 
to all hereditary privik-gin and oil pernmDent instittt- 
tioo« ; 1 do not itx why it ro^y not t>e exu^nded to any 
|krovbion for the present hour, since all care about 
futurity proceeds u|>on a supikofition. that wc know at 
lenat in some dcgjce what will be future. Of the future 
we ccrlJiinly know nothing; b^it we may form coi^je^ 
tures from the paiit\ and tlie power of formiDg conjec- 
ttireSt iiicludi^, ia my opii)i»ii, the duty ttV ariing hi 
conformity to that proLjabdity, which wc discov'tiJ. 
ProridcDcc i^vcs the power, of which rcnsoo tcttcbtt 
the usjc. I am, dear Sir, 

■^ Your most fatthnd aerv-ant, 
" Feb. 9. I7T6. ■■ ^AM. JUIISSON," 

*' I hope I #Iib1I get some ground now with Mrj- 
Botwell; moke my cotopUments to her, and to the 
little people. 

" Don't hum pnpcrfl; Ihcy may be tafe enoQg^p ia 
your own boxj— you witl wUh to see them hereafter.* 

TO THE ^AMX, 

" DCA» SIE, 

' To the Icttcni which I have written about yoar 
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^rcftt question I have nothing to adc]. If yrnir con< 
science is sntisBcd, yoti hiive now only j-oiJr priktence to 
consult, ! long for a letter, theil I may know Iimw this 
troublesome and vcxatioiis question is at last decided.^ 
I hope that it will ai last end well Lord Hoilcss letter 

.^WAs \'cry frttmdlTf and very seasonable, but I tliink his 

ureraon from entaiU bus ^mething in it Ukv ^u^tcr- 
flllion. Providence i» not coiintentcted hy any means 
ivhich Providi?i;cc" puts into »(it power. The cniuinu- 
unce and propagation of ftimilies makex n f^nt part of 
the Jewish law, and is by no means prohibited in the 
X^bristian institution, though the necessity of H con<* 
iii^ucs no longer. Hcrcditnry tenures are established 
in all driiizcd countries, and arc accompiamed in mofit 
with liei'trdiUiry iintlit^riLy. Sir Willi:iiii Tern^ilr ("oiim- 
ders our constitution as drfi-etive, that there is not an 
ijEialienable estate in land conneeWi! with » ^iccTngc: 
^nd T.oj'<! Bacon nicnU<in5 n^ n proof that the 'J urks arc 

.Barbarians, their want of Stirp^tt as he calln them, or 
hcreititjLry rank. Do not let your mind, when it 15 
invd irom the supposed necessiiy *if » ri^>TOU* entail, 
Ik? fTiljjM^lnl with tiinlrary objections, awl think all 

pVntJiiUunUwruI, till you have cogent aigoinents, whWi 
J believe you will nevei- find. ! am atiiaid of scruple*. 
** I have now «cnt all LordHail«'s paper?; part 1 

i Tha rmAll frimt^l liy my Fnther tvith vanoa* jUdic!ou« clamtrs, 
ecttlcd by litm unci mc, atUling the ^ute apD«i the hcjt> mnle 
ifhU grand raf^ier, whidi I found htA bvfn already doir by my 
gtatiHfntlicr imperfectly, but so a» to b« dcfrntcJ otil/ by telUag 
ip ItintU. 1 vojt frvccl by Dr, Jobnton liom tcntpl«^ of fcaicien* 
iDbli^aliOn. and c«uU, ibi^ntlbre. gratify nty falbcr. But my 
I^n una ^-^inrcLtiiy for male titccciMoo* in iU foU ^rt^ot. rp* 
naiDfd ui.ftlmkea. »t let aiv nut be thought lianh or ttnkind to 
^d&ughttn - for my nolioa :>, EWrvt llicy ehuutd be treated u^lh grot 
^■tftction And tctidcmru, jtnd nlvTA}^ paftJnfwt« or tbv ^Mmpcriiy of 
'He ftimitf. 
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found hidden id a drawer in which I had laid them for 
secdriifj and h«d forgotten thctn. Purt of thcie nrc 
written twice : I hare retumed both the cupief. Part 
1 had read befbre. 

.*" Be 80 kimi into rHum I^rd Hailes mj most 
nqpvctful thanks for hta first volume: hU nccurncy 
fltrikeA tnc uitli wonder ; hie narrative is far fiupciiour 
to Uiat of ilctifluUt 09 1 have formerly mcnUoncd. 

" I am nli<aid timt the trouble, nhicli my irrcgu- 
larity und delay has cost hinir is greater, far grcatcfp 
than any ^ood that I can dn him nill i^vcr reccmjientt^ ; 
but if I have any ttioiv erijir, I tdll try tu du lielter. 

" Piay k-l me kiiow if Mr*. BoshxU i* fncniU witl» 
im\ nnd pay my reftpcets to Veronica^ and Etjph«tn!«r 
and Alexander. T nm. Sir, 

*• Yoar most humble servant, 
- rebrtt*«yl5, 177C. "SAM- JoHNSON" 

" MR. i>o&m'i:ll to db. joiinsok. 

" Yon Have illuminaUd my mind, and n'li«T«i 
mc from ima<n<iary slircktcs of conBcicnlious otlisnitloti. ^ 
Were it necessary, I could immcdialHy Join in an en- 
tail <j|K«i thr aerii-i uf heii'* aj>j*rfjved by my fatbcr: 
but it i^ U-iter uni tu act t>xi audJcnlyr 

■* DK* JOHXSOM TO MB. DOSITCLL. 

** I AM t^bid tliJiL H-haL I rotdd tliink or say has at 
all contributed to quiet your thoujjfhljf. Your resolution 
not to act, till your opinion h confirmed by more <tc- 
libi-ration, invt-ry jwrt. If you liave been scriipuloujp 
do nut be rasli. 1 hope that as you tliiok more, and 
take cp|K>rtumtie9 of tidking with toen intclligCBt to 
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questiooa of propertyv you will be able to free jrourself 
firom evezy difficulty, 

<' When I wrote last, I sent, I think, ten packets^ 
Did you receive them all 7 

** You must tell Mrs. Boswell that I su^iected her 
to Imve written without your knowledge/ and therefore 
did not return any answer, lest a clandestine correa- 
pondence should have been peniidouBly discovered. I 
will write to her soon* ##**•• 
" I am, dear Sir, 

** Most affectionately yours, 
-' Feb. S4, ine. • " Sam. Johnson." 

Having communicated to Lord Hailes what Dr. 
Johnson wrote concerning the question which perplexed 
me so much, his lordship wrote to me ; " Your scru- 
ples have^iroduced more fruit than I ever expected from 
them; an excellent dissertation on general principles of 
morals and law/' 

I wrote iQ Dr. Johnson on the 20th of Februarjr, 
complaining of melancholy, and expressing a strong 
desire to be with him; informing him that the tea 
padceta came all safe; that Lord Hailes was much 
oUiged to him, and said he had almost wholly removed 

his scruples against entails. 

* 
" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 
" DEAR BIR, 

" 1 HAVE not had your letter half an hour; as 
you lay so much weight upon my notions, I should 
ttunk it not just to delay my answer. 

" I am very sorry that your melancholy should re- 
turn, and should be sorry likewise if it could have im 

* A letter to him on the InCercfttiiig vt^tct df the bmiljr lettlfr* 
WM.«UcliIfas4md. 
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rrilef I>ut from my company. My ccunsel you may 
have wh( you arc plcsfttd to re^tuire it ; but of my 
company you cfttuiot in tho next motitli ha^e much» for 
Mr. 'Jlirok will take me to Ituly, he saya on the firrt 
of April* 

** Let ti>e vaim you very rartw^tly nginnKt nrruplcs. 
lam gifid tlint you arc reconcUcd to your£e1tk?inent, 
vmd think it a great honour to hsvc shaken Lord 
Hirilcv^i o|iinton of cntaiISi Do not^ however^ liope 
vboUy toroason a«-ay yoitr trouMcs; do not feed tbcm 
with attention, ami they will die i«n|>crci-|riiWy awrny. 
Mx your thoughts upcn your busincv, fill ynixr ioter- 
vab wit!i coiii|Mny. mnd ftunthine u ill mgniu Ittvtik in 
upon your inind. Ifymi\*'ill amw xo mo, you must 
ooRio vny ijuirkly ; nnil evrti then I kxww not Uit wo 
may «cou^tIH^ country to^lher, for I hai'e a mind to 
ne Oxford qti<I LicbfwU, before I 9Ct out on Ihi^ loo^ 
joumc}'. To thu I can only wid that I am. dear Sir, 

*' Your mo^ ntTectionalc huinbk nrr%'ant, 
" Mu«li 5, i776. " Saw, JoMKaoS-"* 



TO THE BAHIK. 

** DEAH stn. 

" Very early in April ve Icovo Enj^iand, and in 
tho bcRinninfj of the ncM wc^k I fthaH Wve Tendon 
Ibr a Hliort time: of thb I think it ncctiiHary to inrorm 
yon, that you may not Itc diKappointcd in any of your 
cntCTpri:»c». I had not rully nrsolv^id to go into the 
country before thia day. 

*' Please to make my rom))]iinent3 lo Lord Ilniln; 
and mention ven' particularly to Mrs. Bofwell mj liojie 

Ihiit the u reconciled to, ^r, 

> " Your lailhful ler^ant, 

" Mmh 1«. 17T». •* S.\M, JOHNSON." 
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Abov<.- tliirtjr jtaj% ngo, the heirs of Lord ChaoceQor 
d^reockm [in?^nted the Univcrsitj' of Oxl^rd with the 
continuation "f lit* HUl*iiy, nm\ such other ofhw I.unl- 
thip's mamuEcTiptf) ns hnd not bucii |iiih1Lihed. on coitdU 
tion thot the prolit^ arising from their publication should 
be applied to the citubliehmcnt of a Mcnhge in the 
University, llic gift was accepted in full canvocabob. 
A ]K-t7uu b(-irig nuw rec<Hnm<;iidal to Dr. Johnson, tm 
fit to Mipcrintcrnd thi« jiropiMcd rldiiig*«:hool, Ih: rs^- 
ertedhimK^lf with that /cnl for which he *rfti mnnrk- 
ablc iLj>on everv ^mllar occasion. But, on enquiry 
into tfw mattor, he found that the tchcuie vtas not 
likely to be soon eavdcd into execution; the profits 
ariiing from the C'larc-Jidon pre^fl '>eing, front some 
Tnij&mjin&gctnctiti ver>- scanty. Tiiij baring been ex- 
plained to liiin by a reHjTcctAble dignitary of the church, 
who ItAid gijofi niean« of knoniiig it, Itr wrote a letter 
upon the tuhjf?ct, which at once exhihitft his extraordi- 
rary precision and acutenes^, mid bid warm atlachmeot 
lobif Ai-MA Mateu. 

'^ TO TifE ttEVKKEN'n DR. V£TttCllEI.U MAftXCR Or 
UNIVER8LTY-COLLEGK, OXFOBIX 
" DEAR Sl», 

'* Fkw (hiTtg!t are more unpleasant than the tnin»- 
iiction of hus]ne«i» with men who are above knowing or 
cariDj; what they have to do ; auch as the Ini^ti-i"* for 
l^rd Combury'at institution niU, pci'ltap^t appeal, nhcn 
you have read l^r. •■••••'s letter. 

The last part of the Doctor^ii letter is of great 
■■ The cx>niplaint ' which lu- niakcs I have 
ijf agii, «nd did not know hnt it was rcdfCMcd. 
It U unhappy that a practice so erroneous lias not btcn 

* lHopp«« tb« cooplaini nut. that the tfw4««« of t^ Otfofd 
prcMitliJ not alW ihe Ixindon bxibFllcn amiffidrtil jirx>At Ufion 
rending thtir publication. 
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altered ; for altered it muft lie, or our preat wtll be 
u&clcss ^*ith aU its privileges. The liookieUors, who, 
like all other men, have strong prejudiec? in ibdr 
own favour, arc enough indited to think the pra^ 
tice of printing and KUing l>ook5 by any hut them- 
sclres, an encronchmrnt on the rij^ht^ of their Ti'aler- 
iiity ; aud| have need o( stronger indii(.-emi?[rt.H ti> nr- 
rulate ibcftdeniiml |HihlIeatiori« than t}uiM- of another : 
for^ of that mutual co-operation by whieh the general 
trade is earned on, the Unirersity ean bear no part. 
Of Lho^ whom he neither lovea nor fears, and from 
whom he expects no reciprocation of good office^ why 
should any man promote the interest but for profit? I 
au|if)i>Mf> with all our srhola5tick ignorance of mankind, 
Wc nw ntill too knowing to ex[)ect tlmt the booksellers 
will erect tbemi*rlvtf» into jwtriJtu^ suid bwy and sell 
under the inftueoce of a dirfntcrvsted zeal for the pro- 
moticn ofleaminf^. 

" To the l>DokM.4h>rft, if wc look for either honour or 
profit from our pre»s, not only their common ittx>fu, but 
something more m(»t be allowed ; and if 1>ooks, prirted 
at Oxibrd, m^ exjietied lo be rated at a lilgh price, 
that |ince muiit lie levietl on the puMick, atHl paid by 
the ultimate purchaser, not by the intermediate agents* 
What price tfhall be net u|ion the book, xa^ to tlie book- 
Ucrs, wholly indiflforentt prcwlded that lh<-y gain a 
proportionate profit by ne^^ating the falo. 

" Why books printed at Oxford should be particu- 
larly dear, 1 am. however, unahk lo find. Wc pay 
no rent; we inherit many of our instnunenU and 
mntenal^ ; ^'ifi'^ff a^'I victuals are cheaper than at 
London ; and, therefore, vorkiMnship ou^ht, at leaat^ 
not to be dearer. Omt expeneei arc natundly less thar. 
tboftc of booksellers ; and in most ea^cs, coromuoities 
arc content with lc«s profit than iodividumla. 
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** It ist p<:rha|)9p not considered tbrougfa how mui^ 
k a book oAci) pni^M-^p Ixrforc it o&ntCB into tJxjm; uf 
ibo mdcr ; ur what |kart of Uii- pnj6t esdi lmn<l must 
j«taiii« fls a mottre for traii^mitUug k to Uk* next 

" We will call our |)riimiry o^iit in Loiuloo, Mr. 
CAdeQ. who receives our L>w>k£ from ui, gives them 
IXKKD in Uii warcboufiCt and u^uos them on demand ; 
lijr bim tbcj- are sold to Mr. Dillj, a vholeinle book- 
[veUeTr who Mrmb tlioiit into the conntrv ; and the Inst 
ii Uh? country bookM^lkr- Here are llirm? pnifits 
fo bo pcud between the printer and tlie reader, or. tn the 
4tjle of commcrct.% Iretween the miuiuEhcturcT and tlic 
COJi^umer ; and iJ^ aiij of thc«e proftts is too fietiunousljr 
dif trilnilcd, tfic process of coionu.'rcc 13 murrupicd. 
Wc AFC now come to the practical question, nlial 
be done ? Vou vrill tell niv, wilh rciKoit, that 1 
raid notliiiig, Un I dtxlaix' how much, according 
to mr opinion, of the ultimate pHce ought to be dis- 
|4ributod through the whole itieccmon of sale. 

" The deduction^ I am airaid, will appear rtry 
kj^rcat; but let it be cdn^idercd tieforc it is rcUucd. Wc 
mu-Ht allow, for profit, between thirty and thirtj-hre 
*r ctNi. bftwtftrn hIx and m^ven «hillipgs in tin? ftomid ; 
i*, fori-vtry Umk wkikli costs ilie la»l buyer twrniy 
lilliu^s ^e must chai^ Mr. CadeU with somKhing 
leas Lhan foujiecn. Wo muiit BCt the copies at fourteen 
ahiUiDga each, and superadd what ia called the C|uar- 
.terijr book, or for every hundred books mi charged wc 
luU deliver an hundriAl and four 
" The \tKAi^ will then »tand tliufi ; 
" Mr Cjid4.-lJp who runs no hazard, and ||ini i>o 
a&Utt will be paid for warthousc room and attendaiKe 
by a (hitUiie profit on each book, and hi» ciiittcc of the 
cpiartcrly-book. 

" Jklr. DiUy, who hujt the IkmJi fur fideeft tJiiUja^. 
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and who will expect the qaartcr]j'1>ook if he Uikcs 6ve. 
and twenty, will ncnd it to bi« counttj-cuHtomrr &t six- 
teen anJ M:«|irncc, by %1iich, nt thr hazard of losa^ and 
the certainty of long credit, he gialns the rej^lar profit 
of ten per eenl. whleh b expected in the whoks&le 
tmde. 

" Tlie country bookseller, huyiti^ at sixteen «ikd 
sixpeitce, and comnionly trusting a considerabjc time* 
ffdm but three and .sixpence, and tf he trusU a year^ 
not m»iT]i imin* thnti two nml xixpenre : otherwise than 
39 he tnjiy, peHinpf , tnkr hs lott^ credk as he gives. 

" WiiJi ten profit than this, and more you see he 
cannot have, the eounlry book»eUcr cannot Uvc; forbv 
receipts arc inniU], ami biH debts somciiniefl \md. 

*• Thus, dear Sir, I have been incited by Dr. •••*••** 
letter to give you a detail of tJie dirulation of books* 
which, perhaps, every man has not Itad opportunity of 
knovriag; and which tbove nho know it. da not, per* 
bops, alway^i distinctly consider. I am, Au:^ 
" Mmfc 12, 1776. " Sam. JOHNftOX.^* 



IFftving arrirwi in London late on Friday, tJ>e 15lU 
of Maixh, I hastened next morning to wait on Dr. 
Johnson, at Ids houje ; but found he wa5 removed 
ilom Johnson*s-couH» No. 7. to Bolt-court, No. 8, atiB 
keeping to bi.H farounte Fleet-street. My refiection at 
the time U|wii this cliange, as marked in my Jnumal^ 
i« at foDows : " I felt a footjsh regret that he had left a 



< I nm hftppr i» ai*>aff tkii iM lai ik tmtUltMWm n l «» Um pmbliifc, 
10 virulifnir, by ibe Buihoriiy of thegntttttaoihovrof Ilk ^e, fW 
mpc<ubtc body of inea« iht Bookiictltn of Londoo, Tnm wlgar rt- 
ArciicfH, H if th«ir pm&u wvn t^atbiunt^ wbm, in inrlh. Dr. Jola* 
ADQ hu ten; iJIvntU iljvm mote tb«ti i^j u««>iUt deoMod^ 
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court which bore his nnmc;' but it was not r*xdish to 
be sffecurd with AOtnc tendem^tft of ivgani for a place 
in which I hod fieen bim a great deal, from vrhencc 
I tuicl often ismcd a better ami a hsf^cr man than 
when I weDt in. and which had often ap|K:ati^ to 
mjr ima^inAtion while 1 trod iU pavement, in U>tr 
M)Ieiniidarkncsscif thcnight. loiK;:»acrcd to WiMloni Ami 
liit^r Being InfoiToed that hi? was at Mr, Tlinle's ia 
tlie borough, l h»*<<^rjetl ihkhet', at>d Foiiiid Mi^ 'lliralc 
and him at breakfust. I wa?; kindly welcomed. In a 
moment he was in a full glow of convcnatioa, and 1 
fdt mysdi' elevated ns if brought into another state of 
bciog. AIra, Thralc and 1 looked to cacti other while 
he talked, and otirluokn rxpn'?fM:c1 our congenial iidmi- 
ratian and affection for hiEn, 1 shall erer reoalleet tbiy 
.acme with great |Jea.Hure. 1 exclmin<Hl to Ikt, *' I am 
now, inu4kdUAlly, Hemippus retiivrcus^^ I nm <)uitc 
resrtored by him, by transfusion of mind/' " There arc 
many (she replied) who admire and r€«|)ect Mr. John- 
son ; but you and 1 hve him,^ 

lie seemed very happy in the near prospect of going 
In Italy with Mr and vMr^. ThmV. " But, (sold lio^) 
tcforr Icai-ing England I am to take a jaunt to O^cford, 
Birmingham, my native dty l>iehfield^ und my old 
friend, Dr. Taylors, at Ashboui-ne. In Derby»Kira, 1 
Bball go in a few day^^, and you, Boswell, shall go ^ith 
mc," I was ready to accompany him ; being willing 
ev«n to leave London to have the pleasure of lib con* 
vcTsation, 

I mentioned with much regn't thr extraragnncr* of 
tike representative of a great family in Scotland^ by 
which there wot danger of it^ being nimed ; and as 

> He ukL wliea in Srotlninl, tUt he wm JiAmon {/* ih^ ftt. 
Sec v<A. I. p. 96S, 



Jolinsori ifxjm'UHl it fur jIh auti4|uil^', he joined wilh 
me ID thinking it would be bu|»{iy if th» per>on should 
die. AIi^« Thrale sieenied shocked at thus as feudal 
barbQjity: and «Aicl, *' I do not undcrstond tiiU pre- 
ference of' th€ <^flta(c to it3 owner; of tlio Ituid to the 
nifin who walks upon that Innd." JoiiNfiOS'. " N'ay« 
Al^dam, it i% not a jireftreiice of the land Ur iLt uwuer; 
it U the prcfereno? of u fiimUy tu un iadividuuL Here 
IB an establishment in a country, i^^hicli u of iniiMT' 
t^mcc for Bffes, not only to the chief but to his people ; 
an cstabliilmicnt ^vhich extends upward;^ and dovrn- 
wards ; that this should be destroyed by one idle fellow 
ia a sad ihiDg." 

He satr), '^ Entiils are ^ood, because it is goodlo 
preserve iti a country seru^ses of men, to whom the 
peopb ore aeeustocned to look up ok to tlieir leaders. 
But 1 nm for karhig a i|u&ntity of land in cDnimeroe» 
to excite industry, und keep money in the country ; tor 
if no land were tobebou^it in the country, there would 
lie no eficoUFa||;:cmcnt to acquire wealth, l«ecau»c a 
fiimily coiiM nul Ik- founded thei^ ; or if it were jtcijuired, 
it m\ist be carried jiway to ;inolher country' where laod 
may be bouf^ht. And oltliough tiic land in every 
country w:ll remain Uic »ame* and l>e as iVrtUe where 
there is no money, as ulierc Uicre id, yet all ttiat por- 
tion of tise Uajipincfis of civil life, which ■» produced by 
inoney circulating in a oountr)'* would be lost." Bos- 
WKIJ- ■* 'n>cn. Sir, would it l*e for the advantage of u 
country tliat oU it^ laiid^ were $old nt once ?" John- 
son. " So far* Slr^ 119 moiay jiroducrs good, it would 
be an advantaf^ : for, then that country would have as 
muclimoiK.y eirculaung in itas it is worth. But to be 
sure this would tie counterbalanced by disadvaiitagca 
attending a loUl change of proprietor*." 
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I expressed my opinion that the power of entailiii^ 
should he limited thus: " That there should be one 
third, or perhaps one half of the land of a country kept 
free for commerce ; that the proportion allowed to be 
entailed, should be parcelled out so that no family could 
entail above a certain quantity. Let a family, accord- 
ing to the abilities of its representatives, be richer or 
poorer in different geserations, or always rich if its 
representatives be always wise : but let i^ absolute 
permanency be moderate. In this way we should be 
certainof there being always a number of established 
roots ; and as in the course of nature, there is in every 
age an extinction of some families^ there would be con* 
tintial openings for men ambitious of peipetuity, to 
plant a stock in the entail ground "'' Johnson, ** Why^ 
Sir, mankind will be better able to regulate the system 
' of entails, when tiie evil of too much land being locked 
tip by them is felt^than we can do at present when it ia 
not felt." 

I mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's book on " The 
Weohh of Nations^" which was just published, and 
that Sir John Pringle had observed to me, that Dr* 
Smith, who had never been in trade, could not be ex- 
pected to write well on that subject auy more than a 
lawyer upon physick. Johnson, " He is mistaken, 
Sr ; a man who has nerer been engaged in trade him- 

^ The privite^ of perpetuating in a famity bh eatute and arm* iu- 
tUfiaiihlif from genenitJon to ^nenition. Is enjoyed by none of hia 
Majesty^s subjects except in Scotland, where the legal fiction ofJSne 
and recovertf n uukflown. It is a pnrilege so proud, that I sbobld 
think it would be prapcT to have the exercise of it depemleBt oa the 
t«yal preiogatlTe. It ^eem.abatird to permit the pmrerof perpe^ 
tuating their representation to men, who having had no emitieac 
merJt, have truly no name. The King, as the impartial fother or hit 
people, would nererTcfiMe togntit the pri^lc^to thote v»bo 4e* 
aervcd it. 
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«4*ir may unclauMitlly writf? utII upon tnu)?, And ihere 
is nothint* which requires mom to be iUunrated by phi- 
losophy that! trade iW«. Af to m^rc vrcaUh, thAt 
b to my. money, it is clear that one nation or one indi* 
ridii&l cAOTiot incrciisc iU More b^it by niukiri^ another 
poorer: l>ut trade procure what is more valiiahle, the 
ret-iprm^atiufi of the iwciilijir iidiatitA^'« of iHITfrwit 
countries. A mcrchAnt seldom thinks hut of hit own 
particular trade. To write n ^ood hook upon it, a 
man must hare cxtcnaivc views. It is no* iicei:Miry to 
hare practised, to n^rite vrcll upon a sniijeGt,'' I mcn- 
doaed law as a T&uhjt-ct on vrhich no man could write 
w*ll without prfR-tkr, JoifNsov. " Why, Sir, ta 
England, when- so much money Ih to he gm hy the 
practlLt^ of the law, most of our writers upon it have 
been in practice : thou^ifli BlAck!<Aone had not lieen much 
in practice when he published hi« * Commentaries.* 
But upon the Continent, the great writet^ 4>n bw have 
DM an been in pmctice : Grottus, indeed was; but Puf*- 
fcndorf was not, Burlamftqui was not." 

Wlien wr had Uilked of the great consequence which 
a man accjuired by being employed in hh profession, I 
•Ug)[W«d a doul>t orthf> juffiice of the ^neral opUiion, 
that it m improfMT in a lawyer to aolicit employment : 
for why, I uo-ed, should it not be eiqually allowable to 
polkit Uiat as the means of conflcqucncc, as it b to soli- 
dt voles to l>c elected a member of Parliament ? Mr. 
Strahan had told me ihiit a countryman of his and 
miur, vr}m had riftr*n to €mii>ence in the Inw, had, nhm 
flnl mnkhtg bh way, solicited him to get him cmpluy- 
«d in city cause*. Jokkson. " Sir, It is wron^ to 
tttr up law-suits; hut when once it is certain that a 
law-suit b to go on, there i^ nothing wrong in a lawyer's 
cndeavwriflg that he shall hare the benelity Tatber 
than another/' Baiwrxi^ ** Yon wouM not soIkH 
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employment. Sir, if you were a lawyer." Johnson* 
•' No, Sir; but not because I should think it wrong, 
but because I should disdain it/* This was a good 
distinction, which will be felt by men of just pride. 
He proceeded : " However, I would not have a lawyer 
to be wanting to himself in using fair means. I would 
have him to inject a little liint now and then, to prevent 
his being overlooked." 

Lord Mountstuart*s bill for a Scotch Militia, in sup- 
porting which his Lordship had made an able speech in 
the House of Commons, was now a pretty general topicfc 
of conversation, Johnson, " As Scotland contributes 
so little land-tax towards the general support of the 
nation, it ought not to have a militia paid out of the 
general fund, unless it should be thought for the ge- 
neral interest, that Scotland should be protected from 
an invasion, which no man can think will happen ; for 
what enemy would invade Scotland, where there is 
nothing to be got? No, Sir; now that the Scotch 
have not the pay of English soldiers spent among them, 
as so many troops are sent abroad, they are trying to 
get money another way, by having a militia paid. If 
they are afraid, and seriously desire to have an armed 
force to defend them, they should pay for it. YbuF 
scheme is to retain a part of your land-tax, by making^ 
us pay and clothe your militia/' Boswell. '* You 
should not talk of we and you^ Sir ; there is now an 
Union."* Johnson. '" There must be a distinction of 
interest^ while the proportions of land-tax are so un- 
equal. If Yorkshire should say, ' Instead of paying 
our land-tax, we will keep a greater number of mili- 
tia,' it would be unreasonable," In this argument my 
friend was certainly in the wrong. The land-tax is a& 
unequally proportioned between different parts of Ung-- 
landj as between England and Scotland ; nay, it is con* 
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s1d<^nib]j' uiK^qual in Scottaixl iUolA But t)»c liuid-Ux 
ifl but a amall port of the numerous branches of putjiick 
revenue, all of which Scotbnd piiys prc<Ti*cIy as fingland 
docji. A French invuion made in Scotland would <ooq 
penetrate into Kiiglanil- 

Hr thin ilLKtriiiimtHl upon «iip|KwnI nblignlioii in 
•rtllinif ost:itc5 ;~ " Wht^rc a man petg the unUmitcd 
property of an estate, there is no obligation upon him 
in justice to leave it to one person rather than to an- 
other. There is a motive of preference from kindnctt, 
and thin kindne^v i* fe'er»erally entertained for tJw nearest 
relation. If I owe n particidar man n sum of monej, 
I am obliged to Id that man have the next money I 
get, and caimot in jtjftire let finollker hnve it ; Init if I 
<nre money to no man^ T may rliijxNP nf wlmt I t^t os 
I pleosf. There is not a dibitum juuitia to a man s 
next h«ir; thert is only a debiium airUatis. It U 
plnirt^ Ihen, that I have morally a choice accordinj^ to 
my liking. If I have a brother in n-ant, he has a claim 
from olTection In my awistaiice: but if 1 havr al*o a 
bmilicr in want, whom I Kkc iN-tler, he has a jircfcmble 
dajni. 'ilie ri|,'bt of an hrir at law i« only this, that lie 
Is to have the s«jece«[on to an estate, in case no ritiK-r 
frtnon is appointed to it l>r the owner Hts ri^t is 
merely preferable to that of the Kinj^/* 

We gnt into a bont to cross over to Black-friars : and 
AS we mcfved ah>ng the Thames, I talked to him of a 
lit tl IT volume, which, altogether unknown to him, was 
ailvpftifted to be pnhljshMl in a ffw ihivs, tinder the tide 
oi* *' Johnscniana, or boft'Moi4 of l>r Johnson/* 
JoHKsos. " Sir, it is mif^bly im|iudent thin^/ Bos- 
•* Pray, Su-, could you have no redress if you 
were to prosecute a publisher for hrin^n^ out, under 
yoarname, what you never said, and ascribing to yoti 
dull *(lup>d notuense, or making you swear pnAoelyi 
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as many ignorant relaters of your bon-v^ls do? " John- 
son. ** No, Sir ; there will always be some truth mixed 
with the falsehood, and how can it be ascertained how- 
much IB true and how much is false ? Besidesj Sir, what 
damages would a jury give me for having been repre- 
sented as swearing?" BoswELL, « I think. Sir, you 
should at least disavow such a publication, because the 
world and posterity might with much plausible founda- 
tion say, * Here is a volume which was f>ubliddy ad- 
rertised and came out in Dr. Johnson's own time, and, 
by his silence, was admitted by him to be genuine.'* 
Johnson. " I shall ^ve myself no trouble about the 
matter," 

He was, perhaps, above suffering from such spurious 

publications; but I could not help thinking, that many 

. men would be much injured in their reputation, by 

baring absurd and vicious sayings imputed to them; 

and that redress ought in such cases to be given. 

He said, " The value of every story depends on its 
being true, A story is A picture either of an individual or 
<if human nature in general :*if it be false, it is a {ncture 
of nothing. For instance : suppose a man should tell 
that Johnson, before setting out for Italy, as he had to 
cross the Alps, sat down to make himself wings. This 
many people would believe : but it would be a picture 
of nothing, ••••#•• (naming a worthy fiiend of ours,) 
used to think a story, a story, till I sheweil him that 
truth was essential to it," I (Swerved, that Foote en- 
tertained us with stories which were not true ; but tfaatr 
indeed, it was properly not as narratives that Foote'a 
stories [deased us, but as collections of ludicrous imagoes. 
Johnson. '* Foote is quite impartial, for he tells lies of 
ewry body." 

The importance of strict and scrttpulous va^ty cqa- 
not be toe (rflen inculcated. Johnson was known to be 
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M> ri^dl/ attentive (o Jt^ thnt even in li» commoD con- 
vcTHBlion the Uiglitest drcunk^ilaiice was mentioned with 
oKBiH |iivd»iuii. The kr>ow]c<(1^(; uf ]is<t h;iviiij; Midi m 
princ-ipk- and habit made hi& friends have h perfect i^ 
liaticu on the iruih of every tiling Uiat he told* hou'e?er 
il might have been doubted if told by many othov- 
As an imtanoc of thiA, 1 ii^ay nHnuon an odd incident 
whidt he iriated as having }ia|j|>eried to him uiie nighi 
ia Fleet-street. ** A gentlewoman (»atd he) be^cd 1 
would give tier my umi to a«mt lier in enx^ing Ube 
street, wJiidi I oecordiu^ly did ; upon whicli »l»c oflered 
mc m bhitlin^, ■iU|»|>o?iii^ nic to be Die watchman. 1 
perceived that »tie w«a somewhat in licjuor." This if 
told l>y most people, would have been thou^^ht an in- 
veiition; when told by Johnson, it was believitl bjr Wa 
friends as mttdi as if tliey )ia«l seeti wfmt |hi»4-iI. 
We luth-d at the Ti'tniik^^Uin, wIhtt we pnrted, 
1 fiiund him in ihe evening In Mi%. Williams's ixiom. 
We talked of ri'J]^ou> <jnleni. He tuid, "■' It m ojs un- 
leuonable for a man to ^ into a Cartliusiaa convent 
for lear ol' being ittutwvwl, as for a nmn to cut olF hiv 
haiMii for frar he vltould stent Tlbere i», indeed, ^rcat 
resolution in llie immediate act of dismembering hiin- 
idT: but when that i^ onoe done* Ite ba« no Lunger uny 
merit: fnr tJiovgh it It out of lii» |KJwer 10 steal, yet lie 
may all his llle be a lliief in hii heart. Sa wliva a man 
bflfl oner become a Cartltu^iati, he is obliged toconlmuc 
«o, wbetlMT he etKXMes it or noc. Their ulenoe, loo^ if 
abtfurd. We read \n the Uoapd of the aposlie« bciiig 
sent in firviLdi, Imt mA. to hnU their t^ngtit^ Ail m-t^ 
ritj that does not tend to increase goodj or pruvetit evQf 
kidbe, I said tothe Lady Abbe»sofactinvenl, ' Mitdaw, 
joa are bctTi not for the love of virtue, but lb« fear of 
vice/ Sbe aaid, * She ahould remember thia at loQf «a 
the lived*' " 1 ihoughl it luird to give her this vicir of 
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her situation, when she could not help it ; and, indeed* 
I wondered at the whole of what he now said ; because, 
both in his " Rambler'* and " Idler/' he treats religious 
austerities with much solemnity of respect. 

Finding him still perseTering in him abstinence f^om 
wine, I ventured to speak to him of it, — Johnson. 
" Sir, I have no objection to a man's drinking wine, if 
he can do it in moderation. I found myself apt to go 
to excess in it, and therefore, after having been for 
some time without it, on account of illness, f thoug^ht it 
better not to return to it. Every man is to judge for 
himself, according to the eifects which he experiences- 
One of the fathers tells us, he found fasting made him 
so pee\'ish that he did not practise it." 

Though he ollen enlarged upon the evil of intoxica- 
tion, he was by no me&ns harsh and unforgiving to 
those who indulged in occasional excess in wine. One 
of his friends, I well remember, came to sup at a tavern 
with him and some other gentlemen, and too plainly- 
discovered that he had drunk too much at dinner* 
When one who loved mischief, thinking to produce a 
severe censure, asked Johnson, a few days afterwards, 
" Well, Sir, what did your friend say to you, as an 
apology for being in such a situation?" Johnson an- 
swered, " Sir, he s^d all that -a man should say : he said 
he was sorry for it " 

I heard him once give a very Judicious practical ad- 
vice upon the subject : '* A tnan who has been drink- 
ing wine at all freely, should never go into a new com<^ 
pany. With those who have partaken of wine with 
him, he may be pretty well in unison ; but be will pro-, 
bably be offensive, or appear ridiculous, ,to other people,'* 

He allowed very great influence to education, " I 
do not deny, Sir, but there is some ort|^al differenoe 
m mindfl - but it is nothing in comparison of what is 
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romwd by cducni'iotu Wc nuy instance Ihc Mritnce of 
num&t^rs, wliicli nU miiicls nii* cKjuitlly capaVJir nf otUiiii- 
ing : y^l we fmd n ginxli^niK fliffrrriKt^ in tlw powrr* 
of diflV-rcnt meo, in tliat rpspect^ after tlicy ure growu 
u|), because tlicir mincls have been more or ]c$^ exer- 
cxwd In it : nnd ] think the esiinc cause will ex^iUun 
the difference of excellence in other thin^, gn»dations 
admitting ^Iwiijn a^vntv diftVrrt-nct- in the firiA principkfl.** 

Thh is A dilliciitt siibjeet: liut it is lK?t to ho|H- that 
diltgt'net' inay do a jfreat dt^nl- Wcairc^ffrv of what it 
c^n do, in incrotknn^our mochnnieal force and dexterity. 

I a^Ekin vbitcd luni on Monday, lie took occosSon 
lo enlarge. &s he often did, upon the vTctchcdness of a 
eea-lifo. " A ship is wot>c than a gool. T)»crc i:t, in 
ft g»ol. better air, better compnny, better convcnicricy 
of cver>' kind : and a ^hip haA the additional di^dvan- 
ta^ of licking ill danger. Whi*n mm come to like a 
^en-lifr, they aiv not fit to live on land/'—" Then 
(ftaid I^ it would be crm^l in a father lo breed his «aon 
to the aen-" JonNROK. " It would be cruel in a fiither 
who thinks as I do. Men ^o to sea, before tla-y know 
the unhappin<-9«ofthat way of life : and when they hare 
come to know it, tbcy cannot escape from it, Itecauec 
it 11 Oien loo latt- to chmvte another profci^on ; lU in- 
deed in f^ienilly the e:ucr uith men, wIkii they hare 
once engnged in any ]inrtimhir way of life/' 

On Tuesday, March If), which wai fixed forourprtv 
poied jaunt, wc met in tiw momioj; at tlic Sonierwt 
coftcC'houac in the Stmnd, where we were taken np by 
(he Oxford coach. He was accoaipaniL-d by Mr. Gwyn, 
the architect; and a gentleman of Merton College* 
whom lie did not know, had tJie fimrtli i^eat- Weapon 
jfot into conrenalion; for it waa rery retnnfkalile of 
Jolm«on, that the presence of a atrnnger had no restraint 
vpon his talk. I obaen-ed that Garrick, wbovtsalMMlC 
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to quit the aUge, would soon have an easier life. 
Johnson. " I doubt that, Sir-" Boswell. « Why, 
Sir, he will be Atlas with the burthen off hia back." 
Johnson* " But I know not. Sir, if he will be so 
steady without his load. However he should never 
play any more, but be entirely the gentleman, and not 
partly the player: he should no longer subject hinriself 
to be hissed by a mob, or to be insolently treated by 
performers, whom he used to rule with a high faaod^ 
and who would gladly retaliate." Boswell- "I think 
he should play once a year for the benefit of decayed 
actors, as it has been sfdd he means to do/' Johnson. 
" Alas, Sir ! he will soon be a decayed actor himself." 

Johnson expressed his disapprobation of omameDtal 
architecture, such as magnificent cdumns supporting a 
portico, or expensive pilasters supporting merely thw 
own capitals, '^ because it consumes labour 4Uspropor- 
tionate to its utility,*' For the same reason be saty* 
rised statuary. " Painting (said he) consumes labour 
not disproportionate to its effect ; but a fellow will hack 
half a year at a block of marble to make something in 
atone that hardly ^resembles a man. The value of 
statuary is owing to its difficulty. You would not value 
the finest head cut upon a carrot/' Here he seemed 
to me to be strangely deficient in taste ; for surely sta- 
tuary is a noble art of imitation, and preserves a woih- 
derful expression of the varieties of the human frame ; 
and althon^ it must be allowed that the circuiB- 
stancea of difficulty enhance the value of a marble heai^ 
we ^ould consider, that if it requires a loog time iv 
the performance, it has a proportionate value in dura^ 
bility, 

Gwya was a fine livdy rattling iellow. Dr. J<rfinsoa 
iupt him in sul^ectton^ but with a kindly autbuity. 
The qurit <j£ the artist, however* me againstwhat hr 
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thought A (/rtilliM'k dtU^ick, »imI he made a brUkddrncV. 
*<<What, 8tr, you will ulbw no i-altte Co tieftuty in ui 
chiUcture or in statuan*? Why should wo nlloir it 
then in wTktinf;? Why do yi>u Uikc Ukc trouble to 
give us 50 many fine aJlu^ions, and brt|;ht tm^^h, and 
degint i^hnncs? You mi^ht convey all your instruc- 
tion wilhuut time omantcnl^" Jtihrnu^n *ifi(ili<il with 
ootiiplAcency ; hut vuid, '* Why, Sir» all the«ei>n^;tinc^it» 
an.* useful, Ixcfiiirc ihey oUnin an oaricr reception for 
truth; but a building is ooi at all more convenient for 
bc-in^ docorotcd n-ith supcrituous carved Trorkr 

(^ivyn at la^ wuf lucky viiou^h to make one TVply 
to Dr. Johnwii, which he alloweci to inr excellent* 
JuhnstH] (Tnsuml him for tidtiug down a diurrh wliich 
ini^ht have stood muny ytmfv^t and Luilding & new one 
at a <ltOerent place, for no other rewon hut that (here 
mlghi be a direct rood to a new brid|^ ; and his ox- 
prrsiion was, " Vrni urv taking a ctiurch out of the 
way, that the |)co^ may ^o in a stmght line to the 
bridgt^" — " No, Sir, («Bid G»yiip> I am putting the 
church in the way, that the fwofile may not go «tfi <ff 
He wmf." Jonxwx. (with a h«-;irty liMid faingh of 
approbation,) -* Speak no mon.-, Ri-st your coUotjuiai 
fame upon this." 

Lpon our arrival at Oxford, Dr. Johnson and I went 
directly to University College, but were (li««pfiointcd on 
finding that one of the fellows, bis friend Mr. Scott, 
who accocnpAoicd him from Newcastle to Edinbur^r 
waa gone tn tlie rouotry. We put up at the Angd 
tnn^ and pwned the evratng by t>urM4vc?i in ea«y and 
familiar conversation. Talking of cunatitutMnal me^ 
]anclu>1y. he dMcrvcd, " A man so afflicted, Su-, niiM 
divcn diftrcMinj; thoughts, and not combat with them.' 
BoawcinL. "May not he think theoi down, Sir?*" 
JoilMsox. " No, Sir. To attempt to t/iink thtm t/omm 
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is madness. He *houi(I have a lamp oon^tantlr burning, 
in hU beil-chamljrr <kinn^ thr ni^ht, nnd ifwakcfuliy 
disturbecU t;ak<^ :i Ijook, niiil i^ad, and comjioae liiniiit'Jf 
to reit. To have xhv manngimiLTt of Uw mind i% a 
great nrt, and it msy be attained in a considerable 
dcjrrcc by experience and hftbitunl cxeifiwe." Bo^w^ELL, 
" Shoubl ni>t he |>mvidc mnu^emcnts for himself? 
AVould it not» fbr insUntY, be right for him to take a 
course of cbvmi&trv?" JoM?fM)N. " Tjct liim tnko a 
course of cbymis1rj\ or n (-oui-se cf rope*danring, or a 
eourse of any thir.j; to trliich he is inclined at t)ie time* 
Let him cotitHve to hnve as Enxny retreats for his mind 
fis ho can^ us mmiy thin^ to ^hich it can fly from 
itietf. Buiton'a * Anatomy of AteUncholy' i* a volu* 
al>te w(>ik. It 13, jKrlNiiiTt, orerlojidrd with tjuolAlion. 
But there is & ^;reat ^|>lrit and grrat power in what 
Burton »aya, when he wriles from hU own mind." 

Next noniin^ we visile*! Dr- Wclhciell, Master of 
Univet^ity CoUcjc:e, *^ith whom Dr. John,fon eonfciTcd 
oil the most ftdvuntACfOous mode of dt5|>05in^ of the 
lKK>ks printed nl the ('larendr^n fi-^^*, on which Mibject 
bi^ IfLli-r hru bet-fi iiiM-rb'il in a former p^ige. I olWn 
h«d ocTJiiduo to letnarkt Johnson trwed Inisiness, tovvtt to 
huvv hU vvi^idom acuially opcntle on real Kft\ r>r. 
Wetherell and 1 ta1ko<1 oif him without rcsetre in hb 
own presence. \VETHEliELLt * 1 would have ^iven 
him a hundred guincQjj if he wotil^ have written a pn&- 
facc to bis * Political Tracts,* !)y way of a Discourse 
on tlic Bi-illiih CiJuMiliiiiJii]." Boswkm,. " Dr. Johii- 
»Dn> though in his wniings, and upon ttll tKxmAmSf a 
l^at friend to the confititution, both in church and 
state, has nertT written expressly in support of eillier- 
There is really a claim upon him for Iwth, 1 ftm sure 
he could give a volume o( no great lailk upon each, 
which would comprise all t^le ffubstance, and witli hia 
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spirit would «Aecttjalljr nrnintajn than. lie should erect 
a fort OB the (x>Q6n€5 of each/' I could pcrcdvo UiaL he 
was displeased ^vUh this dinW^c. He hursi out, 
*' Why should 1 be oluajs writing ? ' i hoped lie n-aa 
voTisciouft that the del>t was jual, aud inemit in dtM'luirge 
it, though hr tliAliknl Viriiij< cUinutH]. 

We then went to Pembroke College, and waited on 
hU uld friend Dr. Adams, the master of it, vrtiom I 
found to be o niost polite, plcaaiDg, Gommunicative 
man. Before hU advancement to the habd:fhip of his 
collect 1 hod intended to go and visit him at Shrews- 
Imr^', where he was rector of St, Ciiad's, in order In get 
from him w}tat [>arLicuUis he ctJuld reenlluct of Jfblin- 
MHi'i acojclernieal lifr. He now obligingly ^ave me |jorl 
of that ant hen tick inn>niiutioii, which, with what I aiW- 
warils owid to his kindness^ will be found incor)>oralcd 
in iu pm|jcr place in this work. 

I>n Adams liad dUting\U5J»ed himself hj an able 
answer to IMvmI Hume'& *' i£^&ay tn^ Mirack-st," llu 
told me he liad once dined in trompan^- with Hume in 
London : that Hume ^hiNik han<Ls with liim^ and laid, 
** Vou liave ti^eated me much better than I det^ervc ; *' 
and that thej exclian^'ed visits i took the lilicrty to 
otjcct to treating an infidel writer with smooth civilitT-. 
Where thi-rc i» a controversy oone^'iiiing a passage in u 
cLtJisicW nuiTiour, or conccminff n question Ja anti«jutties. 
Of- any other subject in which human happiness is not 
dn-|ily interested^ a nian may treat his antagonist iiitli 
jKiliteness and even i\r»|H:et. Hut wlierv thr cxmtro* 
ym%y is concerning the truth of reUgion, it if of sudi 
vast importance to him who maintains it, to obtain the 
prictory, tliai itK* j>crson of aji opjwuent ought ool to be 
aparcd. Jf^ a m;in hnnly believes Uuit icfigion is an 
iiiraluabie treasure, lie wlU consider a writer wliuen- 
ilcavntirv to deprive munkind cif it as n rubber; he will 
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look upon him as odious, though the infic1<rl mi^ht thi 
him^Kririn IIk^ f'ij^it. A robber wtiorenHmtas the ^n 
do in tlic ■* Bc^^ijor** Opera," who call thtmscJvi 
practical phtliwiphcr^ and may hnvc us much sincerity 
w pcrDtdous speculative philosopht-r^^ is not the less 
(ihjti't of just inili^malifiiK An nliandoncd profU^, 
oifiv ihink thru it i« not wmng ti> di-lmm^h my n'ift* ; 
but shall I, therefore, not detest him ? And if I catch 
him ill making an Attempt, «hn11 1 treat him with fvo- 
Ihencss ? Xo, I will kick htm dovm stainft <^ ^ri hfm h 
tliroti^h tlic Iwdy ; thiil is. ii' I really love roy wife, or™ 
hftTc a true ratioiud notion oF honour. An Infidd then 
sliould Tiot hetrfjit^d handi^nnM^ly by a Chtistlan, uieivly^M 
becauM^ he endeavour* to mb with in^pnuily. I do 
dcclnre, however, that 1 am exceedingly tinu'illiiig to 
be jnwoked to anger, and could I be |>eriut»ded tbnt 
truth would no4 suffer from a cool moderation tn its dc* 
fcndeni. I sbovid nrisb to preserve goixl humour^ at 
lenst, in every conttoremy ; uoi", tiidtit'dr do 1 see why 
A man »bouKI U>^ hi? temper while lie does «fl he rsQ 
to ivfiite an opponent. I ihmk ridicule may tie fiiiH^ 
u«ed aj^in.st an InfUtd : for Intttance, if he be sn cii^j 
A>)loiv, and yet abeurdly vvrm of hh porson» we may 
contrast lii^ appearance with Cicero'e beautiful imftj;;;e 
oT Virtue, could she be seen. Johnson cwncided vtilh 
ine and wid, " whin ,t ntiin vrtluntorily engages in an^^ 
important' rontrovers)\ lie i« to do all he can to lc99(Ctl^| 
his antagioQist^ beeause authontj frnm jv.'rv>nal niipret 
ha* much ueight with Tno«t people, and often more 
than reasourng. If mytntagoniit writes had hui||;iia^, 
Uiough that may not be esKuLial to the question, I vUl 
attack him for his bad Ifln^uajc." ADaNS. " Ynu 
would not jostlr a chininry-?iwi-eper * J OHI^ON*^ 
" Yes, Sir, if it were neowsary to justle him down.'* ( 
I>r. Adams toW ua» that (n some wf the Colleges at 
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Oxford, tlie CeDows had excluded the ttudenU from 

focial intorcoursc with them in tlic cotntnom room. 

JoiissON. " They are in the ri^ht. Sir : there can be do 

n^it nmvcrsaUon, no fair.cxcnion of mind amongst 

thera^ if tlte young men arc br : fora man who has a 

charocter dof-« not ch^hnc* to s&l^ke il iit Lhtir jirmciuv." 

Bo!iWKM» " But. Sir, imij- there not he wfj'gnod coti- 

vorsation without a coDte^it for superiOTitr?'* Jorm* 

60N. ** So animated convenation. Sir, for it cannot be 

btit one or other will come off Mipcnour. 1 do not 

mean that the victor must hnvc tlie better of the 

ar]gtnnent, for he maj take the weak aide; but hh 

MilirriuHty of |»irlit und koowLedgi- will iieceawirily 

appear; and he to wtiom he thi>K «hew« himself supe* 

riour I* le«8«ied in the ey4<« of the >'oong men. Voa 

know U was mtt!, ' Mailem aim Sca/ig€r& errart ^uam 

cum CtaviQ rec^e Jiapere/ In the Nine manner take 

Beiitloy'n and Jason dc Notes' OmmetiUiipon lloraice. 

foil wiU admire Ikntle}- more when wnm^. Llian Jaioo 

when right-- 

We walked with Dr. Adaiiwinlo the mwiter's j^rden, 
and into llie common room. John«ok. (after a rc^'erie 
of medliation*) " Aytt Here t u^ed topJayat draughu 
with Phil. Jones and Fluyder, Jone* loretl brer, and 
did not get rery forward in the churdi. Fluyder luroed 
out a acoundrch a U'hl^. and said hr wn« i»hamed of 
having been bred at Oiiford- lie had a living at Put- 
ney, nnd gfil uodtT the eye of some retatwrn to the 
court at that time, and so became a violent Wh^; l>«it 
he hod been a iiroundrel idl nlonj* to lie s\m." Bos- 
WELL, ** Was he a scoundrel. Sir, in any other way than 
that of being a iMbUcal sroutkdrti ? Did he cticat at 
draughts?" JoiiK-son. '* Sir. we never pbycd for 
manff." 

lie then carried me to vuit Dr. Befilhani, Canon of 
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Christ-Chureli, atid Diviniijr profsuor, with whose 
IcarDed and lively conrcrsation wc v^ete much pleased. 
He gave iis ail Jiiritatton to dJnnor, wlucli l>r. Johnson 
lold mc was a lii^h honour. " Sir. it is a grmt ihin^ 
V* iliHc- uith till* Ciiiuju« of Clirint-Cliurch/' Wc 
could not not accept liis invitatior}, as we were ciiffa^^ 
todJne Sit tJniver^it/ Colk'j^. We had an excellent 
dinner there, with tlic Masters ood Fellows, it bdng 
SL Ctithbcrt's day, nliicli U kept Uy thcni 4U it restiral, 
as he wa« a E«int of Durliani. with which this coUegc U 
iiutcli cojtn«H-ii?d. 

Wc drunk im with T^r, Horiu-, liil<- Pmtdent of 
3Ifl^atcn Co]\t.'^ nnd RiNh<>p of Xuriricbp of whose 
sbjlltles in di^ereiit respects, the publkk ha» luid emi- 
nent proofs JLiid the fi»teem mmtix^d to wboM dkortctcr 
-no* increased by knowing; him personally. Ik had 
talked of publiiibiit^ an edition of Wallon's Livcn hiit 
]imk hiid aside that dcft|;TU upon I>r* Johnson^ t<rl> 
ling hi ni. from tnistftkc, that Lord ILuJcs iu(t?i>d«<d to 
do il. I h;til wifjhed li> iirgtrclali^ Wt*vt*eii LottI Hailes 
and biin, Uiat one t>r oUilt nhouhl jxrrfoniL «o g^^ ^ 
woric* JoHNsox. " In (inlrr to do it well, h ivtll Ix' 

''neooMBO^' to eoDect aM the editions of Walton^ Utqs. 
By way of adapting the book to the lailc of the present 
age, they hnve, in u late edition, left out a virion n hich 
he relaleflDr. l>onnc hod, but it ^ould be rti>lorcd;* 
And there :^iiouhi be a eritiuU ontuloguc given of the 
works cif the ilificrent pt^^^oft*i whose Uvea wrtv written 

, by Walton^ and tfan-fore their worki^ mu*t be carefully 

jwad by the editor." 

* fThc viiion whii^h Jofinton tpr-iikt d( wm not in tke 
fmUI«aiion of W&l(oi]'« Ute oT Dr. r>i>nnc, in l(ita fl ■» nut found 
Is the %hrrc i»rli«sf nlilionv; fnit vjhk lirvt inlmd^M^d itito the 
Ibarth, m 1765. I havL- not b«cn iibk to ditcoTcr vtiol nmdctn 
rr|irit>]i^tion 1>i flllddNl iu in vhl^li \i wiu omllird- h lint very 
Dfo^Kdy bceo rtfttortd by Dr- Zi>jich. Jameb Eotwct^O 
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We then went lo Trinity ColWge, where be intro- 
duced me to Mr. Thomas Warton, wilh whom vrc 
\paBK4 A port of the evening. We ulkod of Bio£;i-a|>hy. 
Foiit^HON. " It is rarely well executed- Tlicy only 
live with a man can write hia life with any ^nuine 
rxncinc-iL'i niul itb<:riminatum ; and few |X^>|i!<f who have 
.Uvvd with a tnan ktum- nhjtt lo rctnnrk about him. 
The chaplain of a late Bbbop, whom I was to assist in 
writinif 8ome memoirs of his Lord&hip> oo«ld cell me 
VKorcoly any thing." * 

I flaid» Mr. Roticrt Dodalcy's life should be written, 
BA he hiul been so much connected with the wits of his 
;tiinc, and by Im literary merit had raided ^im^elf from 
the station of n footniAn. Mr. Waiton said, he had 
puhlUliLt] a little volumr undrr the tide of *' The ATuse 
in livery." Johnson. ** I doubt whet!iev Dodsle/s 
brotlier would thank a man who should «Tite hitt life ; 
^et Doddey himself was not uDwiUin^ that hiH original 
'low condition should he recoUccted. When Lord Lyt- 
Iton's ' l>iAlogueai of the Dead ' eiunc out, one of which 
b between ApiciuB. an ancient epiairc, and Dart ineuf, a 
Tiiiidt-ni ciiH'Uiv, DixUIiry said to intv " I knew I>arti* 
nruf well, for T woh <inc<- bin fiNjtuian.^ 

Biography led ii« (o upt-ak of T>r, John CampbeD, 

'bo hiul written a considerable part of the " Bhi^raphia 

£ritaHnicc.'^ Johnson, though he valued him highly, 

'as of opinion that tlterc was not so much in his great 

'ori(.*' A Pdilical Survey of Great Britain," as the 



> il ti« b««n nu»liaa«d lo ae bytui t<eunu KngUh ^cnd; 
lliat Dr. Johnffjn could tictrr have usrd ihr phrvc aAmm notkit^, 
m aot being Kaglivh , aad ibvrrfbrt I hare put u»Mli«r b iu plic% 
At ih* utme Ihnc, I wn not r\a\tt coniniirrd II b noC good EaglUlL. 
For ihf b<B4 wriierv iwc tb'u phroic " tttik or n^hmg 4" U c. 4la«i 
so Bute V 1« b« noUtisf. 
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woHd hAil liecn tjui^t to expect ; ' and hud said to mc, 
thnt he believed Catnpbcirs disappointment on account 
of the bad miccem of tliat vrork» hod killed bim. He ^^ 
litis evening olKwrvecI of it, " 'Huit Work was his death." ^M 
Mr, Wailoti, not fvdveriing to hts tneaiuit^. ans^'cred, 
'• I believe w. ftx>m the great attention he Ijcstotved on 
it," Johnson. "Xay, Sir, Ht^died ufn^/«/otatteiilion» 
if he died st aU bj that bcx>k/ 

We talked of a work much tn vo|;tie At that timr, 
t^'iittcn in a scry mcllilJuous slyks but whicb, uitder pre* 
text of anotliTT subject, ccintained much artfnl inladcflity. 
r «aid it WOK not Tuir to attiu^k iik tmexprcti^ljr ; be 
AoulfT Tinrr wnrnrd ns of our ilangt^r^Wfore reentered 
hif garden ot* flowery eloqaence, bTadvertiiJog^ -^Sprlog:- 
gtiRft and i»en-tiTii)& »et here." Tbo niitbour hod httn 
an Oxonian, and vriks ron>cml>cTed titers (or haviug 
" turned PApitl." 1 obf^erved. titat as he bad changed 
eereral times — from the Cliurch of En^and to the 
Chtirdi (^ Rome— from Die OMiirh uf Rooic tv infi- 
delity,—! did not drpj«uryrt of K^etnij him ^wrihodht 
preacher. Johnson. (laugtrnif^O "It is said, that his 
ranpje has been mure extensive, and thai be hn* once been 
MnhometAn. However, now that he ha^ publidicd his 
in6deLit>', lie will probably ]>cr±vt in tl.*' tknawKLI., 
* i am not quite sum of that» Slr." 

I mentionrtl Sir Rrdiard Steete having fiuUisbed hia 
" Chiistbn Hero" nith the arowed piir|H7?(e orol>li^nig 
hjnuelf to lead a religions life; yet that his coodoct 
was bynomcanssUiclly iuiloble."' Johnson. '*Ste<Je, 
I bclkve, practised tlie Ughter vices." ' 

Mr, WartOD, being engaged, could not wp with ttn 
at our inn i wc Ikad tJieivfurc another ereiui^ bj our* 
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fidiTS. I 3Kkcd Johnson, vhettier a man's beinff foi^ 
vrftrd to make himself knov^n to eminent people^ and 
seeing a^f miKh oT !ife, ami getting as much informaliom 
Afl h« cooM tn cvtry vrmy, wax not jct lessening tiinw 
self b/ \m forwartliicM. Joiixsntf, " No, Sir; a mam 
iilwjijn iiiAke^t LiinHflf gri.'aU'r ns lir iiktitia^s bis 
knowUilgv/' 

I ccn«urcd eooic ludicrous fantastick dialof^cfi bc- 
twe«Q two coich-honte* and otlwr fuch Ktulf, whii^ 
BorcUi bad lately published lie joined \vith me. and 
mid, * Nothing odd will do long. * Tnatmin £>handy' 
did not liut.** 1 cxprtMed u dcairc to be acquaittted 
with ri lady* who bad Imxd much talkrid ol'* and (loivcir- 
Hally cck-bmied 1W rxtniurdiiiary nddrt'K» juid insinua- 
tion. JoUNKOX, " XcTcr ImtJicvc oxlnkonlinary cha- 
racters which ytJtt licar of ptvpli-. Depend upon it, Sir^ 
they ciie exiiggerated. Vou do not »ec one man «hoot 
a i^cAt deal bij;her than another." 1 tiicntiorcd Mr. 
Uuikc. JoiiXbON. " Yes, Burkc it an cxtraoLxlitiai^ 
man> His atrvam of mind h perjKtuaJ." It is rtrjf 
pleasing to mc to ncord. that Joluuon s high estimation 
of the talents of thii gcnUcman nas uniform fixiin thcii: 
early najuaiiitaiKtv Sir Joshua Rcjrioldb inlbrniB mc, 
that when iMr. Burkc was firtt elected a member of 
Paiiiafnent. and Sir -Tohn Hawkins exp»>ued a woitdcc 
at liis attaining a scat, Joliiuoii said, " Now we who 
know Air. Burke, know, that be will be one of the 6nt 
ineti in ttic eounlry/' And once, when Johikson wa^ ilf, 
and unable to cxcvt bini^clf an tnucli as umi.'U witboutfo- 
liguo, Af r. Burkc Imving been nientioned^ lie sai<l, " That 
Uknr caUs forlb aU-my |iowenv Were I to uee Buii^ 
DOW it would kOl nie." So much was he accustomed to 
conndcr conTeisation as a contest, and such wai his 
notion of Burke av an opponent. 

Next morning, Thursday, Maidt n$ wc se4 out ifl 
S F fi 
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a post-diube to [mrsue our rambU^. U was s deUghtiul 
day, and wc rode throitg)] BkinKim park. Wben I 
loohcd ot the niagnificcnt bridge built bj Jobn Duke of 
Marlborough, over a small rivuka^ nnd recollected the 
Bpigrain made upon it^^ 

" Tlic lofty nrch hU hlgti nmbitlon »h<iwB, 

'• "Die fttrtoA nu eabXtm of hn bounty flfw« : " 

ami $tiw tJiftl iiow-» bj* the geottis of Browri, a maf^ifi- 
oent bodjr of wntcr was collecteil, I said, '^ Ther hare 
drowned the Hpijiprani/' 1 observed to him, n-biJe m 
the mulftt of tb<; tiobk scene around \x% '^ Yoo and 1^ 
Sir, hare, J think, 5CCn together the extremes of what 
con be rocti in Brttjiin — ^tbc wild rough ulaad of Mull, 
and Blenheim poilc.*' 

We ilinetl nt an cxeeDent lan at Chapel chouse, wWrc 
be expatiated on the felicity of England in ita taverns 
and innii, and triumphed over tlic French for not har- 
injf, in any peifeetion, the tavern life, " There ts no 
]krii'ate house, {boid he,] in which pctf^le can t^oy 
themjtelvos so well, a:} ui a capital tarem. Let there 
be ever «> great plenty of good things, e»er » tnuch 
grandeur, ever so much elegance, ever *o much defiire 
Umt fvery Uwly Kliouh) lie easy ; in Uk* nqtnre oT ih'mgs 
H cannot Ir- ; there must always be wntw degree of cure 
and anxiety. The master of the bouse is anitiou? to 
entertoin his guc:^t4 : the gucsta arc anxious to be agree- 
able to him; and no man, but a very impudent dog 
indeed, can a$ fVeely comfnacd what is in another miia a 
house, 44 if it were his own. Whereas, at a tavcroa 
there is a general freedom fi'om anxiety. Vou are sure 
you are welcome: and the rnort tMusc you make, tlit? 
more troubU' you gire, the more good tbjogs you caD 
for^ tJte welcomer you iii«. No t^ervants will attend 
you with the alncnty which waiters do, who are ineitctl 
hy the prospect of an immediate reward in proportion 
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a& thejr )>lcaM, No. Sir; tbcrc » nothing which has 
yd bcrn contrived by rttan, by wlikh so much happi- 
Dpssi is prnducnl as by a gi<Kl Uvern or inn/'* He 
then repeatc^l^ with ^rc»t emotiuii, Shcnstone's lin«» ; 

*■ Who« cr hM trtvrll il 1ir<'« dull roiind, 
" Wierc'er his *tfl^(s niny l»afT b«u, 

" May ligh to tbinL fie iitll Itm found 
" The «iirmrfcl tidcomc « an inn." * 
My niusd'iaiis fri^^nd, 1 ttiought, Jid not ftufGiienilf 
zidrnirc Sh^nsLonc. That ingcnioiiB and clcgiDt g\"»tle- 
nmiis opinion of Johnson appears in one of his letters 
lo Mr. Greaves, dated Feb, y, 1760- " I hove lately 
Iwen rendin? oneor twoYolunu-K of the Hamhier; vihOr 
exccpfiii^ against some few hai'dnesscs ' in his mnunef^ 
and the H-Ant of more exaniptcd to enliven, is one of the 
tna«t nervou*, mart per^picuou^^ most concise, most 

J ^r Job* Hnwkin^ liAff pmcfTCil ytry ftnt yie"tarnl<itia uf John- 
XM*. Ilitr* n, h^ncrrr. 1« bf (ound id hjt bulky tojnc, » v«ry 
rKtHlrni one apnik t(>Ji tubjcti. '* In cumradicEuni lo ilitnr. wbo^ 
barinf:!! wifr iind cliiidTrn, prefer doscfltick fnjoymcnl* to ihoAc 
whnch a lAvvm Aflbnk, I faane hmnl Mm axcrt, «Aal 4 i«i«nt ciUtr 
litu fAf throne ^Aumcn JkUtit\f.^^* Ai tooo (ini4 he) w 1 <f<tCT (he 
door of n latvrn, 1 rTp«ri«nc« no oMiviod of c«rp, and :i frrfdom 
fRnn Boliriude ; vthen 1 Un H«l«d, \ 6rLd ihc mn^lcr couitfNiut, nnd 
lh« *ervAnu ot«H]uiaiift In ntf call ; amioui id know «nd tf^y to 
lupplf ay mtu - inoe Ibcrr cthilnralci tny »|nrLtA, and prowpta mc 
to fr«f conwflMlMHi ud nn intcrcba«g« ofdiKosrvn viih tho»irhov 
liaaMloTg: I dr^— liig and aap coalinAcltd, Mid in thb conAct 
oroptnldttMkdMnOmMttl And dttlfhcr 

'We iHppened lo lie tbi* irfghi at the inn at HeDlrjr. «hcr« 

^iHMtone wrote thci« liit«n * 

• .^ ^ ■ — 

* I i^Tt them m ihej arc Jouod ui ikc corrcitcil editioo <4 hij 
WorU, psbl^vd alLer hia death. In UocbUj^ odleetloa the 
: jUnia ran lhi» ; 

"" Whoa'ef hm tiftwird Ufct dun tAund, 
" Wbatv'er Ida varttmi J^m/ Aai been, 
" hfaj ngh 10 think Acn< eft h« found 
" ^11 wanaeM vrelcooc %\ ao laik** 
' *■ He loo dten make* «*• of th« nitfraei foe tbo t^ntttur 
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bftrmonious fHTOse writers I kuow, A learned dictkn 
Improves by Ume/' 

In the aftemooD, as we were driven rafodly along in 
the poat^baise^ he said to me " XJfe has not many- 
things better than this/' 

We stopped at Stratford*upon-Avon, and drank tea 
and coffee ; and it pleased me to be with hihi upon the 
fossick ground of Shakspeare^s native place. 

He apoke slightin^y of " Dyer's Fleece-^ — " The 
subject, Sir* cannot be made poeticaL How can a man 
write poetically of serges and druggets f Yetyou will 
liear many people talk to you gravely of that excellent 
poem, ■ The Fleece/*' Having talked of Grainger's 
'* Sugar-Cane" I mentioned to him Mr. Langton^s 
having told me, that this poem, when read in manu- 
script at Sir Joshua' Beyh{rfd5'^ had made all the as- 
sembled wits burst into a laugh, when, aftermuch blank 
Terse pomp, the poet began a new paragraph thus : 
" Now, Muse, lefB dag oi-^ai$." 

And what increased the ridicule was, that one of tfae 
company^ who slyly overlooked the reader, perceived 
that the word had been originally mice, and had been 
altered to rats, as more dignified.^ 

' Such Mthiiliule laughable incident, which hu been ofun wm* 
Uted. Dr. Perc/B the Bbbop of DromoK, who was an intimate 
fnend of Dr. Grainger, aad hai a particular regard for his memoiy, 
liM commupicated to me the following expUnaticm : 

" The paKsage in queation was originally not Fiable to lach a per- 
reraion : for the nuthonr having occasion in that part of hia worlc to 
nention the havock mad« by rats and mice, had introduced tfae 
anbject in a kind of nock henrick, and a parody of Homer^a battle 
of the FrogH and Mice, invoking the Muae of the dd Grecian b«td 
in an elegant and wdl-turrted manner. In that ■tate I had seen it ; 
but uftenvard*, nnknoivn to me and otber (rirads, he had been per-* 
auaded, contrary to hia own better judgment, to alter it, so aa to 
■ produce the unlucky effitct abofemenribtwd-" 

The abore was written by the Biahop when he had not the Poem 
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This pttvwg^- don Dot apppnr in tlur pnnt^ work. 
Dr. Graiiig^r, or iwcne of tii-^ fnetiiU, it sJtouM seem^ 
hanng become i^cn^ibU; that iiitrodup»g even rats, in ft 
grave poem, might be luible to banter, lie, tiowcrer, 
couUI not bring bitiidclf to rciiuqia^i the itlea ; for tJiej 
arc thus, in a still more ludicrous nuuiner* prriphraati- 
CAlly cxliihitt^d ii) bin poem ast it now stands: 

" Nor with leawtBie ike wbUci^d rcnain nee 
'■ A eoupllM clu tefMil Uie Jofriwod oM." 

JohTwan mid, th»t I>r. Gminger wa< itn a^^jeeable 
man ; n man wbo wottH do any ^;oo<l tbnt ^sas in Mf 
power. Ilk translatron of TtbuUus he tliooght, was 
TCTv well dooc ; but " The Siigor-Canc, o poem " tlid 
not pka$c him;* for, he oxHninKrl, " What eoiild he 
make of a Diignr-cunt-? One might as writ write the 
• Pnrde)r-bc(l, a poem;' or * The Cnbbage-f^rdcn, a 
poem/ " Ro«wRi,t . '• Ymi mtisi then p!Me your 
cabling with the sai atticum.^ J«hwsov. *' Yo« know 
there i» already * The Ilop-GanleTi, a poem :' nivd, I 
think, one cotitd say n ^r^at <iea] u1>out cabba^. Tlie 
poem might begin with the ndvantof^ of ciWIbuil so- 
ciety over a nj<lerfale, oxem|i!ified by the Scntth, who 
had no cabbagcM till Oliver Cromwcira M^dieni intro* 
ducnl ttjein ; and ooc might thus shew lioir art^ are 



ttMlf to rtrvrto- and t^ogh Ihr pncDonl gTim vu Krwt of ilDtoae 
period. ]rti, OA Dr. Gnriagtr ■ftenrotnk ■Itfrr^ the pinfc in quca- 
liiva, lk« KVftrka iM tho l^lda>ol aovapplx to tW« pnrtltd pcwn* 
The OUbop prok ikb chi/ncm of Dr, Griin^'er >— " Ue itat not 
only n naei tk g^oiuA titA Wnming. but )»»d many ctceltcnt rirtuca; 
bring our of ihr cnntt grn«niw, friendly, tnd bcMrralrni nen F 

• Dr. Jobuon mM 1o sfw " Pprty, Sir, wm angvy with we fca 
Uufhing ■! tW Sapr-cttM; tbc be bttd a niid la nutic « |Cfi«t 
thing of nmia^'* nH," [Yet Dr. io*in<iMi ttnt « vrry frirodl^ 
re^ew ^f th« - ^Ucv-raae" lo ibc IxNMkin Cliroaicit, ia iftfch H 
wwliwwitd. Jalj-ft. ITtft- A,C,] 
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propagated by confiiiwt, as they were l>y tlwr Roman 
mtmf* He sccracd to !« miKh diverted witb Cfae 
fertility of his own fawn'. 

I told }um» that I heord Dr. Percy was writing the 
lustory ortl>e Wolf in Grcat-Britdn. JnBNSOK. " The 
wotfj Sir! why the wolf? Why doe« he not wrilc of 
the licsir, whirh wi- IijmI forniM-Iy ? Nay, it is said w<* 
luul tlic beaver. Or why docs he not write of the jjrey 
rat, the Hanover rat, as it h ealled, because it U said to 
hflTe come into thi« couniry aboiit the time titat the 
fAtoily of Hanover canoe ? X shoutd like to sec * l^ic 
I/Ut^ry of ihe Grey Rat, ty Thomas Perof, D. D. 
CAapidin in Ordinary to His Afa/c^ty," (laugbipg im- 
moderalrly). Rox^vfxL. '* 1 am afrnid a court di&p- 
lain coidd not decently write of the grey raL" John- 
son- *' Sir, he need not fjivc it the imtnc of the Ha- 
nover rat.*" Thns could be indulge a luxuriant »poitivc 
imaj*inatjDn, when talking of a friend whooi he loTcd 
ftnd esteemed. 

He mentioned to me the arngnlnr hislory of an inge- 
nious acquahiLiitCi\ '* He had pmctis<n) pliVMC-k in 
vai-j4ju.% sitiiationF; with no great emolument. A West- 
Iiidiii gi.>nileii>an, whom )^e deliji^hted by his ccnver^a* 
titJii, g«ve him a bond for a fiaudsoiiw annuity durjn|^ 
his liie, on the condition of his nccampanyln^ him to 
the West-Indies and living with him thi:rc for two 
years. He aceordingly embarked with the gentlGmfln ; 
Init upon the voyag«: fell in love with a youn^ woman 
who ha|»]ifned tu lie tmv n( the jKiftj^eiigers, and married 
llw^ wein'h. From the imprudence of hi-* dL^iHiMlion Ire 
r^uan^lled with the j^ntleman, and dedarvd he would 
have no corme<*ti<m with him. So he forfeited ibc an- 
nuity. Ile^ettictl as a |>liyiician in one of the l^ewatd 
lilaiHli. A mamwaj sent out to hian mctcly to com- 
pound hU mediriiwa. This fellow «t up as riral to 
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liifn in bid pradice of phpick, and got so mucli tfi« 
belter of him in the Dpinion of the people of the ttlaiul, 
that he cnrrU^ rtwny til the bu^ifX-w, iiprjn which he 
retunxxl to EDj^land, and soon after died, 

Od Fiida>% Mordi fiiS, having: set oiit enriy from 
Henley, where wc had lain the preceding night, wc 
arrivrd at Birmin<rham alxxil tutio o'clock, ond aHer 
brt-jik&34» wrnt In cnll vn hi» M ndioolf<rllow Afr. 
Hector. A very stupid maid« who opened the door, 
lold UK, t)iiit " lier manter wajt gf^nc out ; he mam ^oe 
to tlic country; she could not ti>ll when he v^ould re- 
turn," In short, she pave us a miserable roc(.-]vtion ; 
and Johnson observed, " ^jc vrould liavc behaved no 
better lo people who vranlnl him in the way of his pro- 
fca:tion/' lie Mud to hcr» " Mr name is Johnson ; tell 
him I called. Will you remember the name?" She 
m>i!tweied with nifttick sintptkity, in the Warwickshire 
proniiririiititfnt *' I dun't umierttaml yon, Sir/'^^BWk- 
he&d, (said he,) Til write," I never Uvnrd tlie word 
bteciihtad applied to a woman before, though I do not 
nee why tt should not, when there is evident oeeasion 
for it/ He> howerer, made another ottcni|rt Uy make 
her understand him, aiHl roaird loud in her car, 
" Johnson^" and tlieo abc catched the sound. 

We next callcil on Til r. IJoyd, oite <if the pc^jile 
called Quaker?^ lie too was not at home, tut Mr». 
Uoyd was, and received u» courteoiuly^ and a^xked us 
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■ My woithr friend Mr- Langfton, la whom I nn aikd«r innuimer* 
Abl« obltgBtidnt in the ctjunt af mjr Jotintonifin Hittofy, liu Air- 
njalitd me with « drofi illBitraiion of \l\% qar^lioo. An lioaeat 
«&f|wiitcr, *Aer ^Wag lev* M«cdo<e, la lw« pn^thr^ trflh* \W 
ueatinvBi whidi be had raorircJ fiMn a dcrjrraiiw'A wife, who wm 
a poce4 tvmtlEWlt, aad wiMm Ji«aeeiM*d of on^daidralintg in tom« 
Limnadiua wab him. added, ^ I luok caro to t<t bcr keow nbal I 
tbotf^hl <f ficr." Ami btinga«L*d, "What dii 70U u^?-^ aa* 
iirered, -' I uAd brr Bh« wai a tfraa/rW." 
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to dirttitT. Juliason aaid tome* *" aiU? the unoerUhttj 
of all humnn thiikj^ at i[€ctor\ Uii« invitatjcm camp 
\^y «fgU/' W'c wnlkcit iiboiU the towt), and he whjc 
plcASed to sec it iDcreaaiij?. 

I talked of LcgittmaUoa hy tidseequeiic marriage, 
which obEained in the Roman lat«', and #UII ohtoins in 
tJiclaw or Scotland. Jornsok. " I think it a bad 
ihinff ; hecawie the chastiljr of woin^i bring oFth^ iit> 
jDOAt iinportiiiict-, an all propcily depends itpon it, they 
who forfeit it should ntit have any |K»siliiliCj- of hemg^ 
xMored to good character ; nor Nliould the c!hildr«nf by 
an tlJidt co>nnection, atuin the full rif^t of lawful chtl* 
drcn, hytfiepostcdour conaent of the ofiendiag parties.** 
i\is opinion \tpDQ this subject dc9crves coiaidrration. 
Upon ilia |)i-it)U]ilc tJicrc P>ay< at timca, be a hanlAtii|i, 
and MvmiDgljr a nirange oni% u|inn iiuliTidtadft ; \nii 
the gencrnl g-ood (if scH-^iriy is lnHtrr stMrured. And, 
af^er all, it U unreason able in aa individual to repine 
that he ban not the atlvantJi;^^ of a state which i« mad** 
diJTvrcnt from his own. by the sodal institutktn tinder 
which Ik b born. A woman doca not complain that 
iicr brother who is youc^er tlian her ^tA their corn* 
mon fatbe]-*» eitate. Why thfusJiiiuld a natuial son 
complijin that a younger bnilber, Ut tia' ^me paienC^ 
lawfully Ijt.'gottL'n, gHs it? Tbc opemtuKi «>f law i< 
nmilar in boUi oa«e«. BomiUs, ad ilkgitinuite son, 
who hiu It youn^r Iq^timatc brother by the nme 
father and m(jthcr, ha.s no ^ximngcr chiiin to tJic father's 
eftate> than if that legitimiite brother had only tbc 
same talhcr, from itliom iilane the estate descends. 

Air. Uoyd joined lis ju Oie street; and in a little 
while Vie met Frtetid Hecicr, as Mr. Ltoyd called him. 
It gave nw pleasure to M»<*rre the joy which Johnson 
and he expressed on seeing each other again. Mr. 
Lloyd and 1 IcH them together, whik he oUigiogly 
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altpwvrl mr vomr of the tnnmiraditrcv of thh very cuH- 
ou« assemblage of artiftccnu We fill met at dinner nt 
jrr Lloyd'f, H-hcrt- wc vrerc entertained with prcnt 
hoftpitolitv. Mr. and Mrs. Llovd had been married 
the vamc year ^ith their Migestics, and like them, had 
been blctecd with a oumerous famitj of fine children, 
Omt uuinhen IjeiiTg pxarllr th*- shiw. JulmHon said, 
** Afarriagr ift the best Mtate for n nsaii in geneml; aiul 
ereiy mm b a worse num. in proportiott aS he is unfit 
fpr tite iDAmed state." 

I have alfi'Dys lovi-il the Rimplinly of manners, and 
the spi ritual -fli in dcHlncTfd. of the CJuakcrs ; and talking 
with Mr. Lk>ydt I ob^er^-ed, that the ea&ential port of 
teligioii was piety, a devout intercourAr witli tl»e Di- 
vinity; and that many a man was a Qudtcr ^iUiout 
LiKiwinf^iU 

" Aa Ur. John^n h&d said to me in the momitig^ 
wiule we walked toother that he Itlced indtriduab 
mofln^ the Quakers but not tlic i^et; when we wen: 
at 3tr, Lloyd's. I kept clear of introducing any qnet* 
tions concerning: the pecvluintir-i of thrir ftiiih. But I 
baring: asked to look at BaskerviHc's edition of Bar- 
day's Apolq^,* Johnson laid hoJd of it: and the 
chapter on hajitbm liapiMMiiDg to oiien, Jnhn?«on re* 
marttrd, - He *ay» there u neillwr |rrerrpl twr prartio; 
Ibrfaaptiim, in line icrtpturva: that b &1se.'' lierr he 
was the ag;^«sor, by no means in a gentle manner; 
and the irood Qitaken had the advantage of him : for 
kc had reod neglipmlly, antl h^td not observed Ihftt 
Bnrlay apeaksof m/anl ttaptiHm: which they calmly 
nuidc lutn pefrrivc- S!r, IJoyd^ however, wo* in a 
preai misiakr : fnr wlien inmtin^ thai fhe rite of ba^ 
turn by water wou to ceue, when the tpirliual nd- 
tniniitration of Christ bepin, he maintained, that 
John the Baptist said, ** Mjf baptism alioO decrcosej 
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bat /lis sluU) imrnflMif." WlniT'fw the ^vohIh are, "lie 
must increese, \mX I tnu4t decrcB**'"^ 

Ooeof them hxmg injected lo the " observance of 
days, and montli^, and ycoi^r Jotin«on «ittwc*ed* 
^* The Church doca not supcnttitiou^y observe dftys. 
mcrdy af daj'^, but m in<:monaU of inij)Ortatit facts. 
ChnstmoA might be kept as w^ll upon one day of the 
year as another ; but thei^ &1kould be a stated day for 
^nitnemomtiTij^ the blrt}i of our fiaviotir, beouivc there 
is dati)!^r thnt what may be doD«; on any day. vUJ be 
neglected." 

He said to me At another tiine» " Sir, the holidaya 
ob&crv'cd by our ehurrh arc of great ti»c fn rct'tgion*" 
Ti^fc can be no doub< i>f' thh, in a limited scum:* I 
mean if tlic Dumber ofMidi consi-eraU^ |KNlioiii» of time 
be not loo cxlcnslvc, Tlw cxcc^lU'nt Mr. KrUoq'a 
*' FesUviUa and Fasts,'* which has. I undei^land, the 
greau-tit taic of any Ikwik ever pruited jn Eiif^landp ex* 
ccpt the Bible, i$ a most valoablc lidp to devotion : 
and in addition to it I would rccomiQcnd two jeroMHie on 
the same subject, by Mr. Pot:. Archdeacon of St. 
Alban'^j equally di&tiDguiaheci for jiiety and elegance. 
1 am jinrry to liave it to any, tiiat Snjtland ht the oaiy 
Chrhtian aiuntry, CRtluilic or F'nm'sUiiil, where the 
great exents of our religion are not «o1cmnl)' conxnemo- 
rated by its eecle^^aiitical establiabment, on days ttet 
apart for tJic purpose. 

Mr Hector waj so good aa to acoompany me i6 see 
the great works of Mr. UoUon, at a place which he has 
called Soho, about two miles from Birminghomf which 
the \'ery ingenious proprietor shewed me himself lo th^ 
best advantjige, ! wished Juhncon had 1>ecn with u» : 
for Jl waK a scene which 1 ^ould have been glad to 

> John iii. 3a 
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contemplate bj- his li^ht- Tht- vn^tm^sfind the contri- 
vance of ionie of the macliJDery would have " matched 
his mig'hty mind/' I shall never for^t Mr. BoltonV 
exprcHftion to me, " I sell here. Sir, what all the 
woHd (IpMrcs to havc^Powcn." He )ind about acven 
hiindrcd |>co|)lc at worii. I contemplated him as ao 
jrfin chie/ittin, and lie seemed (o be a fatlier to Iiih IriUe, 
Oik- of llicni cnmc to hirn, eom)]laittiii^ ^ievouily of 
his landlord for havmg distraimtl hit; goods." '* Youi 
landlord is in the ri^t, ^knith <said BoUon.) But 111 
tall yoti what : tind you a friend who will lay down ant 
haU ol your rent, and I'll lay down tbc other hflif; aod 
yoa shall have your goodj again/' 

From Mr. Hector 1 now learnt maity particulars of 
Dr- Ji>lia»on'n early life, whtdi, with othcn that be 
gave? me at different times stnci% have txintrilaitcd to 
the f'Stmation of thU work. 

Dr. Jolinson *aid to mc in the mominfj, " You will 
see, Sir, at Mr. Hector^ his sister, Mra. Careless, a 
clergyman's widow. She was the fimi woman with 
whom I was in love. It dropt otii of my head impcr- 
ce|>tii>ly ; but she avid I ^hall always hare a kindneu 
lor eadi other."* Hi' Imighnl nl tlie nutioii tliat a iiuin 
can neeer In* really in lovr liot oimv and considered it 
at a mere roinantick fancy. 

On our return from Mr. BnltonV Mr. I^Iector look 
me to his houve, whcrv we found Johnson dtthig 
pladdly at tea, with his ^r^r hv<; who though now 
adranctd in years, «w a gcntett woman, very agree- 
aUe and well bred 

Johnson lamented to Mr. Hector tlic state uf one of 
their school-fellow H, Mr. (Miarirs Congreve, a Hergy- 

tmaii, which he thus described, ^ 1 te olitained, I believe, 
considerable [ jf e f eTCTcn t in Irdand, but now live^ in 
London, quite as a vakMudjnarian, afraid to go into 
I 
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any house but hii own. Me takes a short titmg m his 
post-diaise erery-daj. He has an ddtriy woman^ 
whom he calls cousin, who lives with him, and jo^ 
his elbow, when his glass has stood too long emptyv 
and encouraged him in drinking, in which he is veiy 
willing to he encouraged ; not that he gets drunk, fiit 
he is a vety fnous man, but he is always muddy. He 
Gonlesaesto one bottle of port every day, and he proba- 
bly drinks more. He is quite unsodat; his convert 
sation is quite monosyllabical ; and when, at my htat 
visit, I asked him what o'dock it was? that signal of 
my dqierture had so {^easing an effect on \am^ that 
he sprung up to look at hta watch, like a greybound 
bounding at a hare," When Johnson tock leave of 
Mr. Hector, be said, " Don^t grow like Congre^ ; 
nor let me grow like him, when you are near me*" 

When he again talked of Mrs. Careless to-iugbt, ht 
seemed to have had his affection revived ; for be saida 
" If I bad married her, it might have been as happy 
fer me." Bosweli.. '* Pray, Sir, do you not wppose 
that there are fifty women in the wcffid, with any one 
of whom a man may be as happi^, as with any oat 
woman in particular." Johnson. " Ay, Sir, GSy 
thousand.'* Bosw£LL. " Hieo, Sir, you are not ^ 
opinion with some who imagine that certain men and 
certain women are made for each other; and that fb^ 
cannot be happy if they miss their counterperta.** 
Johnson. " To be sure not, Sir. I believe maniages 
would in general be as happy, and often more so, if 
they were all made by the Lord Chancellor, upon a cfam 
oonsideratiott of the duracters and rircumatanoes^ witb^ 
out the parties having any choice in the matter.** 

I wi^ed to have staid at Bimunghaia to-night, to 
have talked more with Mr. Hector; but my Irinul wbs 
impatient to reach his native dty ; so we drove on that 



■t^te in the dnHf, and were lon^ penF^ire and tuJent. 
Wbpn wr cainc uuliin Uie focus of tht lichfidd bmp^ 
« Now(«idlM-,) wcaiTf^ltinK""* ofa Jtalcofdaillu* 
ll> pitt up nt the Thiw Crowns^ iiot 011c of the gt^A 
inns, but a f^od old rnshifmcd one, which wds ke|it b| 
Mr Wilkins, wid vas the very iKxt hotm* 10 ihmt to 
whkb John-^n uas bom and brought up, and winch 
was rtiU lib oKn property/ We bnd a comfortable 
nuppcr, find gtrt ifito high «pint5. I felt all my Tory* 
tsui glow in llm old crapilal of Staffbrdiihirr. I oould 
have offered luccnMc ^tnio l&ci ; and ! indulged in tiba* 
Itom of that ale, vrhidi Boniftic^, in ** The Beaux 
StrataG^cm" rcoommcndft t^ith sndi an eloquent jolUty. 

Next momitif; )k- introduced inc to Alnt, \Akcy 
Porter, his step-dnuKhlcr She wai now on old maid, 
with much 9ini|tticity of manner. Sshe hod nevrr beea 
ID I^oodon. Her brother, a ('aptain in the navy, had 
V'fi \yrr a fortune of ten tbousnnd poiind.s: alxuit a 
tturd of which iive lim) laid o;it in l>uiMtn|r a stately 
Iiaa*e» and tnakinf^ a hnfidconne garden. In an elevated 
fiituotion in Lichfteld. iolin«on, nlwn hcr^ by hinifeli; 
tiacd to live at bcr hmive. She reverenced him, awd ht 
had a porentaJ tendcTDCsa for her. 

Wclhcn vlritcd3lr. Feter Garriolc, who had that 
foon^iig rm'ivi-d u letter from hia hrotber David, an* 
nrnmcnig mir coming to lidifidd. 1 Je was engaged to 
diniier, bnt asked ua to tea. and to .ileep at hi^i bouie. 
Johnson, bovr^vrr^ wnuld rtivt quit hi« old ooqiiainUinco 
Witkint of the Three Crowni. The family likenesa of 
the Garrickf woi very slHkioj^; nnd Johnson thought 
that David's viracity was not so ]>eculiar to hinix-U' ai 



> I «« Uuoogk Ikf bo«M wImtv tn^ iltutnow fniMl «ai bon, 
with ft liT wtiii ft ttiih whidi ii ^ubtlcM vill kng W riuiaiL Aa 
cafi»««d new oT Itj vitb the *44kccot tMiUiag*, n ia " Hie Gta- 
ilemaa'a tioguuic " far February. VJBA, 
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WHS supposwL " Sir, (sud he,) I don't know Init if 
Pirtcr luul cultiriLlal all tlir »rls of gaiety ai much u 
Davi«l l)a«* done, he might liave been aa bHsk and lively. 
]>cpcnd ti|)on il. Sir, vivftdty h mudi an an, htkI de- 
peTkds fi:reatly an haljit/' t tjellere there is a jfood deal 
of truth in thn, notwithHtAiiding u I^krous stocj told 
mc by a Wy nbronil, of a heavy Ckiman ljan>n» who 
liad lived oukIi with the youi^ liiiglUh at Geneva, a&d 
was amhitj<ML<« to be a% Mwly a<i tlicy ; with which 
view, he, wilh H^siducus exertion, was juitijiiri^ orer 
the tabkfi nnd flail's in his lodginjp; uiid nhen the 
people of the house ran in itTid usked, with surpiisc* 
i^hQl was the matter, he anuweped^ " S^t apprcnt 

Vie dined at our inn, and had with ua a Mr, J^A* 
son, one of Johnson's «:hoQUicl)GWA, whom he treated 
wilh itiuHi kiiiduesK* thi)ijgTi lie Ki^nied to be a low 
man, dull umi tuiljtught, lie had a CMne grty coat, 
black waistcoat, greasy leather bi^ecehcs^ and a ycUow 
uncuriedwtg: and hb countenance had the ruddtncas 
which bctokeiii: one who is in no hatt^: to '^ leave hin 
can." He drank only ale. lie had triixl to be a cuU 
Icr at Birmingham, but had not sucxceded : and nnw 
he Hvoii |riM>rly at bon^e, and haJ %intut s^irmr ol'df^s- 
sivg li^utlier III a tiettcr manner than cointnoct ; to his 
indistinet account of which. Dr. Jolinscn listened with 
patient attention, that he mij^ht assist liim witli hie 
advice. Here was an instance of genuine humanity 
and real kindness in tfiU great maji^ who luu been 
unjustly represented as altogether hardi at»d des^ 
titute of tendcnwa. A thousand such jn»laiiocK 
tni^t have tttxn recorded in the course of his lon^ life ; 
ihaugli that hiit temper was warm and havty, and hiji 
manner oAcn rou^h^ cannot be denied, 
1 saw here, for the firu time, oat ale; and oat- 
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cakeHf not hflrd as in Scotland, but »ofl bkc a York- 
shirv cake^ were served at l*rriikfaM. It was |i1ra^nt 
lo me to findj that " OatM," i\te ^'ftrcd of hursesr were 
so much used as the fo9d of ibe pi:opk in Dr. John* 
»on'» ov^■tl town. He vx|iatiute<] in praUe of LichfeUl 
and its inhabitants, who, he said, were " th* ii>ost 
KoliCT, (Irot'til people in Krif^^lond^ the ^r»tw.le>t in pro- 
portion to their wealth, mid spoke lUcpun^t Fiixii^^i" 
I dotibceJ aft to tlw \st%t arlkle of this eulogy : foi^ Ihey 
bad Mc^veral provincial sounds : as tfKr<, proiKuinc^ 
HkeyV^r. instead of like fair ; orjC€ pronounced uGOftse^ 
inUead of xcutuCt^ or womc^ Johiisun hijn!;cJr nuver 
pit entirely free of thoac provincial accents- i^airick 
aometi/neft used to take him t>tf, ac|uee^in^ a lemon into 
a puiK.li-l*owL, with UDConth getiticubitJonsL, luitking 
rvKind thr tom|Ktnj, and calling;' out, -" Who's fotr 

Verj IJtik buiinets appeaixnl to be goEn^ forward ia 
lichfidd. I found, honever, two strange niamilaetiires 
for so inland tx placo, sail*cloth and strt-aincrs for ships; 
and I ol>scrred them making son>c saddle-clotfi^ and 
drrssin^ slietf^psikinn : but upon ihe wliolr, Ihr hti^jr 
liand nf indiixlr^' RH.*nKx] to lie (|uile slat^kened. 
" Surely, Sir, (nid I,) you are an idle set of |Mruple*" 
"^ Sir, (said Johnsoni) we are a city of philo»^|rhert:, wo 
work with our heads, dikI cnake the boobies of UiviniDg- 
ham work tor us witli ttbeir baoda." 

There was at this time a comjMiTiy of pbiycr« per* 
forming at ijchfield, 'IV mam^r, Mr. SlanlMi, s«ent 
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his roifiiilitntf^nts, and begged leave to wait oo Dr. 
Johnson. Johitwn received him very courtromly, and 
he drank a (jlass of nine with wh. He w« n |Uain 
decent welUjehnved mar, and cxpre^wd hit fn^tkude 
to l>r. Johnaon for having once got htm i>ertniAiui>n 
from Dr, Taylor at Ashhourne to jilay there upon mo- 
derate terms. GniricWd name was wy>n introduced, 
JoHNsaK. ** fiarrick'a converwition is gay and gnv 
tesqtie. It i$ a dinh of all mrOt^ \mi all i^ood things* 
There h ao soSd meat in it: tlicre b a vant of iseoti- 
tncnt in it> Not hut that he has sentinient sometimes, 
and sentiment too very powerful and very ]>lcosiii^: 
but it has not iu full proportion in hu convcnatioa." 

When wr were by mirsclvi-s he told me, * Forty 
yean ngo^ Sir, I wa« in love with an aclress here, Mn* 
Emmet, who acted Flora, in * Hoh in a WclL*** 
What merit thU lady had as an actress, or what was 
her fi{jure» or her manner^ I have not l>ecn informed; 
but, if we mny l?elicre IMr. Oanick, liis old maat^s 
taste in theatrical rticiit waa hy no meaii^ ncffiuecl ; ho 
was not an tlcganji /ormarum apectaior. Garriclc used 
to tc4l, thst JobnsoP ^id of an nctor, who plnyed Sir 
Harry Wildair at l.ichfidd, '* There ifi a courtly vi- 
vacity about the fellow : " w)>cn, \n fact* accordipp to 
Carnck's account, ** he ^^n the most vulgar ruffian 
that ercr went upon boards" 

We had promU<r<l Mr, Slantnn lo he at \m theatw 
Oft Minulay. Dr. Johnson jocidarly proposed to nke to 
write a Prologue for the occasion : " A Proline, by 
James Boswell, Ki^i. from the Hebrides/' I was really 
indined to take the hint. Metitoughl, " Prolog-ue, 
apoken before Dr. SumuelJf>hn3an, at l^chfieJd, 1776,* 
would have sounded as well as, " Proloji^e, spoken be* 
ibrc the Duke of Vuik at Oxfurd,^ in Chariest the 
±iecond*s lime. Much might have Ijeen said of wLst 
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Lichr»cld had doii# for Shttkfpetrv, by prAtlucing 
JoliDSon and Garrick. But 1 found he was avcm 
to it 

We went And vkvrtxl the musmm of Mr. Richard 
Orreii, H|M>Uirrjirv hen*, who luld nte he waii pn>ud of 
bring n relation of Dr. Johnson's. It wnn, tnirly^ ft 
wonderful collection^ boch of antifiuitipfl and natural 
Gorio«iti(«, and inj^niotn works ofort. lie had nil the 
articles nccurately arranged, with their natnes npoQ 
Ittbdj, printed at his own litde pms; and on the stair* 
CMe leading to it was a hnard, with the names of cm* 
tribotom FnarkeMl in gutd leltert. A prinii^l tuljilogufr 
of the cnllection was to be had at a bookseller's. Joli»- 
son erprcfised hit admiration of the activity and dilt 
gmce and j^ood fortune of Mr. Green, in f^'ttin^ 
together, in his situation, so ^reat a vurictj of thin^^ 
and Mr. Green toJd me that Johnson once said to Ntiu 
** Sir, I should as soon hare thought of l>uilding a matt 
of war. as of col lectin;^ stk^b a museum*' Mr. GreenH 
obtigjnf^ alacriir in shoeing it was very plen«in|;. HEa 
cnifraved portrait, with which he has favoured me, hut 
a motto tnidy charactcristicid of his disposition, **Ntm^ 
9ibt t*vat" 

A physician Ijein^ mentioned who had lost }ns prac- 
tice, bcGSUiae his whim«irally rhangtng his rrli^KMi had 
made peoffc distrustful i>f him, T n>aintAim-d that this 
was unnosofiabU', ta religion is unconnectird with me^ 
dicai skin. Johnmin. "Sir, it Is not unreasonable; 
for when people see a man absurd in what they under- 
stand, tbey may condude the *.nme of htm in what 
they do not understand. If a fthysician were to tske to 
eating of bone-flcvhi nobody would employ httn: 
ilMju^h one may eat liorse flesh, and lie a very skilful 
phyucian. If a man were educated in an absurd rvlU 
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giou, iit9i couliiiuiiig' iu i»cotcsA it would not hurt hiin, 
thougli hifi changing to it would/' * 

We drank tea mid coOee at Mr. P«ter Oarrick's, 
vhcrc was Mrs* Aston, one of th« in&Klen uttets of 
AIr9. VValnihlcy, will- of Johnson'^ first fiicnd, and 
iSMer aim of the Udy of whom Johnson used to »pf^ak 
.with tlkc waniieiiic admiration, hy the name of Mully 
Aston, whij was a^crwankt uuirntxl to Cajitaiti Brodie 
of the navy. 

. On Sunday, ^^forch 24, wi; hivokfa^ted wUh Mra, 
Colli), a widow lady, who lived in an afprcoblc seques- 
tered place do«c by (he town, called the Knary* H 
Lvin^ Ijeen formcHy a nelif^ous liouse^ SheafKl her 
% MiK* Atley, were^vat admiivm of Dr. Jolmsoo ; 
,-mtd he lieb^ved to them with a kindness and v^^y pWiu 
aantry, sudi as we see between old and intimitle ac- 
quaintance, lie accompanied Mrs. Cobb Ut St. Mary's 
j(Jhurd], and 1 went to the cathedral, where I was rery 
jnueh di-lighted with the mtiMck, finding it to be |m.*cu- 
Jiarly solemn, and neoorduot wiL^i the wonlii of the 
service. 

We dined at Mr- Peter Garrick's, who waa in a rcry 
£vely humour, and veriJied Johnfon$ uiyin^, that if he 
'iiad cultivated f^iety m iDuch aa his brotfKT IJavid. he 
^ight have equally excelled hi it. lie was to^lay 
quite a I'OmlQii nannlor, teirmg lu a variety of aiH?c* 
llole^i uitli that eiiria'stne» and attempt at inimickry 
'Iiieh wc uauully lind in the wits of the metropolis. 
h\ Johnson went wiili nio to the catliedral in tlienAor* 
Dooi), It wan ^rand and jdeaoin^ to contemphiie this 
jUu«triou» writer, now full of fame, worshipping in ** the 
<olc(nn temple" of hia native city. 

> (Kothtrpir « Q\jfik«r, nnd Sihombcric a Jnt, bad Ihc gre>lc»t 
practice of Aiij- i<i\> pJiyiiciAns o/ iUat Urav. Dujiwst.] 
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I relumed to tea and coffee zi Mr, I'cter Onrrick's 
and then P^und l>r. Johnson at the RtrvercTi4l Mr. 
Seward's Camm Itradcntiary, who hftkaliiteil the 
B»ho|)\ palace* in which Mr. Wuhn^lrv livril, and 
which had been the liccncofinanjrliappr hours in John- 
aon's early lire. Mr. Seward had, with ei^cTejciaMtical 
hoftpitahly ond politeness, a^k^.'d mc in the morning, 
mcriHy as a straoj^r, to dino with hlo) : and itt the 
afternoon, nbrii I nan intiXHiurecl In him. In- a^krd Dr. 
JuJin^on find me to ?t}>cnd the evening; and stip wUh 
kim. lie wa.s a gi?iiieel wl'II-Im^ di^£t!ed clerj^'man, 
hod iravelJed with Loi'd Charles Kitxroy, iindc of the 
pn^sent Duke of Grafton, who died when ahmnd, and 
he had liv*^ much in the gxvai world- lie was an in-' 
genioua nnil litcmry man. had published an edition of 
Beaumont and FlctclMn\ and written *'eraes in DiNl-Hh-y's 
<:oUrc1inn. l\U la*ly wa« the (tmtghtcr of Mr Hunter, 
J^rfiDfonN fit%t Mchooimaxter. And now, for the fintt 
titDCt I had the pieaitire of seeing hU celehrated daugh- 
ter. Miss .\nnn Seward, to whom I have ainoe been 
indebted for many civilities a-i well as vowe obliging 
communications concerning Johnson. 

Mr- Scwanl mentioned to uh tlie olnvrratiuiM which 
he had made upi>n the Htnitnof i^rth in Trikiinns, from 
which it appoirrd, thai Ihcy were so very different in 
d€|>lh at difti^rent prriod*, that no calculation wbalct^er 
could be made as to the time required for iMr forma- 
tion. THs fully refuted an antimo«a»cal remarfc intro* 
ducod into Captain Hrydonc's entcrtflimnc Nmr, I hnpe 
heedlessly, from a kind of vanity which ih tnn common 
in those wlm have not suflicienCly studied the moU im* 
|iortant of all s^ulijectx, Or. Ji^nsou, Indutl, bad naed 
tjcforv, iiidepcnd<.^it of thi» obvenralion, " Shall all the 
accumulated evidence of the history of the world ;— 
shall the authority of what is unquestiotiably the most 
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Andcnt iniUnfTk be overturned by an uncertain remark 
such m iliL\?** 

Oil MoDtlii^', Ibfarch ^ wc brf^kfo^tnl at Mrt. Lucjr 
Forier's. .Ti»}in»aii tm<] sent an express to Dr> Taylor'a^ 
adiuaintint? him of our buitig at lichfietd, ami Taytor 
lifld iTtumed ati answer that hbpo9t*cba]9e should come 
for us tliis day. While wc sat Bt brcakftAl, l>r. John* 
son n*<reived ft letter hj the iioat. which seemed Ui a^* 
tate him very niiK'h. When lie hud read it, he ex* 
cl^iimt^), '* One o( the most dreailfal thiiij^ thxt has 
ba^iened in my tiuH'." Tho )»hnue mtf iimrt Uki* the 
vonl agft i& usually understood to refer to an event of 
m puLilick or ^nt-ml naturo. 1 imo^Ded something: 
an assasfli nation of the twin;; — like o ^npowdcr 
»t carried into cxecutioD — or like another fire of [fOii- 
lofi. Wlw^iankird, " WhAt is it. Sir?" he ansvrered, 
* Mr. Thrale has lost his only sou *" This wa*, no douht> 
a very ^reat afllictton to IMr. and Mr»* Thrale, which 
their fncDds would consider accordingly; hut from the 
manner id which (he intclljg;encc of it wa3 coEnmum- 
catcd by Johuson, it appeared for the tnomcat 14) be 
fT)in]mnitiv('1y ^tii:ilL I, himevcT, soon felt a sincere 
concern, and was curious to obserTO hoir Dr. Johnson 
ft'ould be aHected. He «nidt *' This u a total exu'nc* 
lion to their funiiLy, as much ik if they were cold into 
captivity.'^ Upon my nKJitioiun^ that Mr.Thrak hod 
daughter?, who mij^ht inherit his wealth i^-** Daii^htera^ 
^tid Ji>lmit>n warntly,) he'll nu more valuta his daki^h-^ 
tent Ihun^-*' 1 was gx)ing lo speak.—" Sir, (taid tir.) 
don't you know how you yourself think ? Sir, be 
ivjihes to propagate hi« name.'' In Kliort, 1 saw mnlt 
tuoccsAion strong- in his mind, crcii where tbcte wm no 
name, no family of any long 3it;mding* 1 saidi it was 
lucky he wa« not present when this misfortune hap- 
pened. JuHNAON, ^* ]| at lucky for ut«. People in 



i£:irtr»i iHTver Uiink ^ou feel enougli." Roti»WEix. 
** AikI, Sir, tbcy will have the ho|K; of ?(ix-ing you, 
whicK will be a relief In Uie mean lime ; and when you 
get to them, the pain will be so Jar abated, Umt they 
will be ca|>al>lr of bein^ condoled by you, «bich. in the 
first viokfKC of it. 1 bclicti-, would not be the case/* 
JOfJNKOS. " Ml), S<r ; \ii>li'nt jMin itf mindrlil^e vjuleut 
pain of body, must be severely frU/' IkiswELL. " I 
ovm. Sir, 1 have not u> much fcelinf; for Uic distress of 
other», M «onic p'.^pU* have, or pretend to havo: but I 
knuw tikis that I vroukl do all in fny power to relieve 
them." JouNAOV. ** Sir. tl ii nflectaiiort to pretend to 
feel tite distress of others, as much as they do thmw 
selrcA. It is equally so, as if nne&hotdd pretend to fed 
a« iiiueh |Niifi while u frieiidV U^g U eultiiij^ uff, as )ie 
docK. No, Sir; you have exprei«ed the mtiooal and 
Just nature of sympathy. I noitld have j;one lo Ibe ex* 
tremily of thcearth to have preserved this boy." 

lie was aooa 4|uite oilm. The letter was fi-oni Mr, 
Thralc's cterkt and condudnl. ** I nc^l no^ say haw 
mvirh ihey wish to itee you in f-^ondoii/' He said, 
" We shaU huHten bock fi^m Taylor «." 

Mrv. Lucy Porter and 9on>c other ladies of the place 
talk^ a great deal of hiai vh^a Ite wa« out of the 
room, not only with venemtioa but afleetioo. It 
|klea«ed ntc to find that be was so much bckfctd in hia 
native city. 

Mm. Alton, wtiom I bad aetD the prervdiiii^ i^ij^lit, 
and her sister, Mn. Gastrel, n widow lady, Itad eaeh 
A hottic and gordciit und pleoiurv-^^rcuiKl, prettily Uut* 
ated upon StowhiU, a ^rttle eminence, adjoining to 
Lidifiekl. Jolmfon walked away to dinner then% leav- 
ing tne by myself without any apology; I wondered at 
this want ot that facility of muiiners, from which a man 
Iios no difliciilty in cmr^ing a frii-nd lo a btAiw where 
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f^a^mcDts which arrest Attentif>ii, and kte^ us teom 
brooding over grief. 

llcolMcrvcd of Lord Butc» " it wu^id of Ati^^tiu, 
ihAt it would liiivc liceti l>ctt^r lor Rome that he had 
pet'rr Ihvii bom^ or had mrvrr dir^l- Sn it woulil lutva 
beeo belter for this nation if Lord Bule had nc^er bt-en 
iiiini«t4;r, or had nevix rwigiicd." 

Id the evening wc went to the Town-hatl, whidi woa 
converted into a temporory- theatre, and saw " Thcodo- 
nu5," with " The Stratford Jubilee/' I wns happy ioacc 
Dr. JohnMrn Mttiti^ in a cori&pii.-uou9 |>art of the pit, and 
receiving nHirlioimtit fiomngtt fritm all hi-t mnpiaiiitiince. 
Weirere quite ^ay and merry, I aAerw&rdsniemioncdto 
him that I condemned myjielf for being ho, when |>oor 
Mr. and Mt?;. Thmte were in sueh dUtre^. Johnson. 
** You arc wrong. Sir; tvrentj years hence Mr. and 
Mnt. Throle wilt not »u1fer much pain from the death 
of theit son. Now, Sir, you are to consider, that di** 
tanee of [>Jacef a« well ^a diiitance of time, ojienitev upon 
the human fedtngs. I would not hare you be gay in 
the pi-c«eocc of the distressed, because it would vhock 
them ; but you may be gny at a dUlance. Pain for the 
loss of a friend, or of a relation whom we love, in occa- 
sioned by the want which we Icel In f imc the vacuity 
ifl filled with ftomelhtng ebe; or sometimes the vacuity 
doae?! up of iuielf" 

Mr Scwonl and Mr. Pearson, anotlier ckf^Fprman 
here, auppcd witli us at our inn, and after they left us» 
we »at up late a» we ujscd to do in I,^:don, 

Here I shall record some fragnicnu of my frioid's 
conversation during tlm Jaunt. 

" IVTmrriagCT Sir, k much more r>eressary to a man 
than to a woman : forlte \s much leu able Lo supply him- 
self with donteatick comforts. You will recollect my 
saying to some ladici the otiicr day, tliat 1 had often 
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iroiid<rrcd why young women »houId manr. as they 
Imve HI) much more rimrdoni, nod mi much mon* atten- 
tion paid to tbnn while tminarried, than when married. 
I iiidenl did not mention ihc strong r^ium for their 
marrj-ing — ihe mcchamCGl reosou " Bosweli.. •* Why 
t!mt is a strong one. But docs not ifiu^nation make 
it much more icnjxMrtant than it ia in rcalitj i Is it not, 
lo A certain drgrer, n dr1tr«ioii in us as wetl as in 
women?" JoH?r«iO!(. " Why yes, Sr: but it is a d»- 
lusion that \* nli^ ay^ be^nnhi^ nfrain.*' Boswem,, *■ I 
don't know but there h n|Hm the whole more muetf 
thnn happiness produced by that pas&km." Joiinroty. 
*' 1 don't think w>» Sir." 

" Never ^iteak of a man in his own presence. It 
js always indelicate, and ntay Iw DfTrn^ire." 

** Questioning is not Ihc mode orroovenatiou among 
gcntleiTven^ It is a^aumini^ a <<upefioHty, and it is p«r* 
tienlariy wronj* to question a man concerning: himself. 
There may be jwHs of his former Hfe which be xtmy 
not wish to be made known to olbcr penHM», or ere«i 
fatmgbt tr> hi:i ctwn recf>l lection," 

*• A man should Ik? careful nevrr to tdl tales of him- 
seif to hit own di«advanta^. People may be nmtisfd 
and laugh at the time, but tbey will be rrmcmberrd, and 
brought out Dgninft him upon aome mibwquent oc- 
casion." 

'' KTiieh may lie done if a man puts bis whole mind 
to a pnrtiitditr nhjVct., By ituiii^ mv, Nortuii ^ has made 
liiinself the great lawyer that he is allowed to W-" 

I mentioned an ari)uaintance of mine, a sectary^ who 
,ira< n very religious man, who not only nttcntlcd repu- 
larty on puMiek worship with thfi^^ of his ei^mmuniou, 
but made a poitinilar Mitdy of (he Scriptures, and crcn 

» [Sir rirtcher KoHoh, nl^crwardi SprAkeroflhc HooMOrCteo-* 
BHHH, ukH \n ITS? cTV«irti BftT«« Gnndy, M^lou*-] 
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wrote a commrDiiiiTr on wirot^ |iArtM of Utem, jrti «m 
knowii to be verr Ikr^ntiout in indul^ng himself with 
women ; tnaintniiuni; thai men arc to be >&ved by faith 
oloDCt ond that the Christian rcli<;ioti had not pre^rihcd 
BOX fix^ Tule for the mtcrcouric between tlie sexes. 
JoitNSOK. *' Sin there b no trustiu;^ to Uiat cibzt piety " 
T ohseiTcd iJmt it w«t slraij^p huw wrll SnjtrhirK'ii 
were kno^ii to one Another in their own countrr, though 
bom in rery distant cotintie*; for we do not 6nd that 
the leentlemen of ncighbotiring counties in England are 
miiliially known to ead) other. Johnson, with htfl 
usual acutencTts. at once ^nw and explained the rt^son 
nf tins: " ^Kltj. Sir, yon have Edinhiir^h, where the 
gentlemen from all j'our countie^i nieei, anil whieh » 
not so birt^ but i\ter are all knuurn. Tl»ef^ Im no njeh 
common place of collection in ICnf^landt except l>»idoD, 
where from ita great fize and diffusion, many cf those 
who irsidc in contj^pjotiscouQlies of England, marlong- 
remiun unknown lo each other." 

On TucMlny, Mareh S<r, there came fiw us an eqoi- 
pagi^ |)rt)|ierly suited to a wealthy weU-bendiced clergy- 
man : Dr Tavlor"* Ur|^e, roomy post^ehaiac, dravm by 
four fitcut plump horses, and driven by two steady jolly 
poatillioos. whidk conveyed us to AftJiboume ; where I 
CMind my friend a school-fellow living upon an cstablah- 
ment perfrctly corresponding with his substantial credit- 
able equipage : hta houite. g^ardcn. iilia^n-ogrniind. 
tJibli', in shivt e^'cry tiling ^hmJ, anil nu M'lindness a|v 
pearing. Kvery tnan aboold form mch a phui of lirin|; 
ox he can execute completeljr. Let him not draw a« 
outline wider Ihim be can 611 up. I kava seen many 
ikeletona of 9t»ew and maguiliceDce whidi excite at once 
ridJciile and pity. Dr. 'i aylor had a good estate of Ida 
own, and gnod preferment in the church, being a |n> 
vf WtatminslcTf and rector of Boiworth. Ht 




JEui,ti7.] 



D>. JOHNSON. 



461 



» 



» 



I 



man of whom jou get ihc better^ mil be wry ftngrjr. 
and retolve not to emjiloy him ; whereas if peojile get 
the iRttrr ofvo*! in nrgiimcnt about him, t!icy"ll thtnk> 
' We'UsendforDr- •«•••• nevertln-less." Tbiswaaaa 
observation deep find sure in hnman nctuiT. 

Next day we talked of a book in which an eminent 
judge wrts nrrftignod bcfoi-c the bar of the puhlick. as 
having pronounced an unjust dt-cmon in a great cause. 
Dr. JoIinMin inaintainvd that tl)ig|tiiti1tcalion would not 
pve any uneasiness to the judge, " For (said hCt) 
^ther hti aeted hrriiestly, or he mcnnt to do injufitice. 
If he ucted honestly, his onn co n scion ^ne.'-i will protect 
him : if he meant to do injuaticct he >vill be glad to see 
tht mail who att;ick» bini, wi much rew'd " 

Next day, os Dr. Johnson had acf|uahit4-d Dr. Tay* 

.Jor of the reason for bl^ rvturnlnjjf speedily to I^jndon, 

It %vu« r««okcd that wc should M>t out after diftner. 

A few of l>r. Taylor's ncjgbbours were bis piesu that 

day. 

Dr. Johnson talked with approlmtion of one who bod 
attainted to the itaCc of thr phihnophical wJMf man, 
thut i*, to bnve no want nf nny thing. " Th<"n, Sir, 
(said I,) the £ava^ h a wiio man.^ *■ Sir. (said he,) 
I do not mean sim|>1y Ex^ing witbout,<>-l>ut not harinfif 
a want/' I maintained, a^^ninst this proposition, that 
it wa« hettcT to liave fine clothes, for in»tanci% Uian not 
to feel the want of them. Johnson. ** No» Sir; tine 
dothta arc good only as tliey supply the want of olhcr 
mcnnK nf pnituring r\TifH-ft. Wiw Chttrlc* the Tw elflh, 
think you, less respeeted for his coarse hhie coat and black 
stock? And you find the King of PruKsta dresses plain, 
because the dignity of his chorActer b GuJfi<:icnt." J, 
here brtMi^ht myself into a scra|ie, for I liuedle^sly ^id, 
■• Wo4ild'not joir. Sir, l*c the better for rcJvct vmhroi- 
dcry ?" JoHNSOM. " Sir^ you put an end to ail arS"- 
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Dent when you introduce your oppooent hi"Tw4ff 
I£ive you no better manners? There is jrtnrr want/^ 
I iqKttogised by saying, I bad meationed him as an ift* 
stance of one who wanted as little as any man &a the 
world, and yet, perhaps, might receive some odditumal 
lustre from dress. 
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